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Abstract 
Ged�f� In� �s a qu�te small natural cave located near Gündoğmuş D�str�ct, east of Antalya Prov�nce, 
�n the occ�dental part of the Taurus Mounta�ns of Turkey. Th�s natural cave, formed �n l�mestone, 
�s the un�que known settled cave that dates back to Chr�st�an per�od not only �n that area but also 
�n all Taurus Range. Three d�fferent �nscr�pt�ons on the walls �n Anc�ent Greek have been recogn�zed 
and some parts of the cave have been arranged to host a church. Actually the s�te �s not protected 
and �t has been subject to a severe �llegal d�gger destruct�on s�nce �t’s f�rst explorat�on by Bean 
and M�tford �n 1964. The object�ve of our study was both to conduct the f�rst survey �n Ged�f� In� 
to obta�n �ts deta�led map and to draw attent�on to such archaeolog�cal s�te and the �nscr�pt�ons 
�ns�de that are forgotten after long years.   

Introduct�on 
Taurus Mounta�ns extends along approx�mately 1000 km �n the east-west d�rect�on �n southern
Turkey. In the study area, the mass�f  �s mostly formed by Perm�an – M�ocene aged l�mestone 
and elevat�ons often exceed 2000 m (MTA 1963). Taurus Mounta�ns have been subject to 
cont�nuous settlement s�nce Preh�stor�c t�mes. For �nstance excavat�ons �n Kara�n Cave - located 
to the north of Antalya - have revealed that human settlement �n th�s cave goes back to 28.000 
BP (YALCINKAYA, 2009). Seated on the plateau �mmed�ately north of Taurus Mounta�n Range, 
Çatalhöyük �s one of the oldest v�llage settlements w�th h�story of 8.000 BP (MELLAART, 1967). 
In the Roman per�od, Taurus Mounta�n Range was d�v�ded �nto three d�v�s�ons namely C�l�c�a, 
Pamphyl�a and Lyc�a  from east to west, and has tens of anc�ent s�tes along the coast l�ne. Located 
�n the easternmost of the reg�on and between Manavgat and Iskenderun, as they are called today, 
the ant�que C�l�c�a prov�nce �s much steeper than Pamphyl�a and Lyc�a, both located further to the 
west. Taurus Mounta�ns r�se up from sea as a wall �n West C�l�c�a and forms a barr�er between 
southern shores and m�d Anatol�a . What �s �nterest�ng here �s that �n add�t�on to coastal settlements,
West C�l�c�a , wh�ch �s also called “Rough C�l�c�a” because of �ts geolog�cal and nature cond�t�ons, 
hosts smaller ant�que settlements. Those settlements have small Greek and Roman v�llages �n a 
large part and have not been addressed �n extens�ve research to date. Surveys and excavat�ons of 
archeolog�cal structures �n those h�ghlands are compl�cated due to d�ff�cult access. Compared to 
coastal reg�ons, no archaeolog�cal excavat�on has been carr�ed out �n the “Rough” sect�on of 
C�l�c�a  up to the present; and the most comprehens�ve one of few surveys (HILD & 
HELLENKEMPER, 1990; RAUH, 2009) �s the survey that carr�ed out by Bean and M�tford 
between 1964 and1968 (BEAN & MITFORD, 1970). The surveys of these two archeolog�sts 
that they carr�ed out e�ther on a horse or on foot revealed numerous ant�que settlements and ru�ns 
�n “Rough C�l�c�a”. Ged�f� In� (‘In�’ means cave �n Turk�sh so, we prefer to use �ts or�g�nal Turk�sh 
name of th�s cave throughout th�s art�cle), located 5 km to Gündoğmuş V�llage and ant�que Casae 
c�ty on Asar H�ll to the north of th�s cave were f�rst explored and revealed to the sc�ence commun�ty 
by Bean and M�tford �n 1964. Thus, no sc�ent�f�c work has been conducted �n Ged�f� In� and Casae 
for  the last 53 years…. 

In the present study, we a�med to conduct a survey of Ged�f� In� to have a deta�led map and to 
document degradat�ons and p�llages that th�s cave has been exposed to s�nce Bean and M�tford 
revealed �ts ex�stence.

Ged�f� In� 
S�tuated around 5 km northwest of Gündoğmuş V�llage and on a mounta�n to the east of  Karadere 
V�llage (F�g. 1), Ged�f� In� �s a small hor�zontal natural cave that �s found on a hard -to-reach, very
steep land and was  formed �n Perm�an – Mesozo�c dated l�mestones (F�g. 2). Due to the huge th�ckness 
of l�mestone format�on around M�d Taurus Mounta�n Range, th�s reg�on �s full of natural caves and 
Ged�f� In�, w�th �ts 40 m length, appears as a qu�te small and �ns�gn�f�cant cave for the reg�on (F�g. 3).  
However Ged�f� In� �s very �mportant �n some respect: Although there are many natural caves used 
by human on West Taurus and M�d Taurus ranges, both f�nd�ngs �n a very large part of those caves are 
Preh�stor�c (YALÇINKAYA, 2009), and no other ‘human settlement �n a natural cave’ has been 
explored yet on East Taurus Range, �.e., �n Rough C�l�c�a. So, �n a sense, Ged�f� In� �s the un�que 
‘human settlement �n a natural cave’ of Rough C�l�c�a that has been found so far as well as the only 
known ‘Chr�st�an settlement �n a natural cave’ of whole Taurus Mounta�ns. The cave was shaped by 
people l�v�ng �n the reg�on many centur�es ago and some of �ts part was turned �nto a church. In 
add�t�on to rock cut n�ches at the eastern and southern walls of the cave (F�g’s 4 and 5) the constructed 
apse �s the only rema�n�ng part of a supposed church at the back of the cave. Construct�on of the apse 
was made w�th small stones attached together w�th l�me and then covered w�th plaster.  Although the 
fresco decorat�ng the �nter�or of construct�on �s largely damaged, the Jesus and the holy l�ght on h�s 
head are st�ll v�s�ble on the ma�n panel. The red and yellow shades dom�nate over the fresco (F�g’s 6 and 
7). The censer, o�l-lamps, and the objects used for r�tuals that were found dur�ng �llegal excavat�ons �n 
the cave are mostly dated to Late Roman and Byzant�ne per�ods. One year after the�r f�rst  explorat�ons 
at Ged�f� In�, Bean and M�tford re-v�s�ted the cave and cop�ed the �nscr�pt�ons. In the�r comprehens�ve 
work (BEAN & MITFORD, 1970) they expla�ned the cave w�th those words: 

“Some 5 km. to the north-west of Gündoğmuş �n the prec�p�tous slopes wh�ch face Asar Tepe 
�s a large cave known as Ged�f� In�. It �s about 40 m. �n length, 13 m. �n breadth and hardly 
less than 20 m. h�gh. On the r�ght hand s�de �s a rock-cut facade some 6 m. h�gh w�th a ledge 
at the bottom of �t, plastered over and a pa�nted red vert�cal str�pe on the r�ght. At the back of 
the cave are sundry n�ches of vary�ng s�ze — one clearly Chr�st�an s�nce �t �s frescoed and 
�nscr�bed and surmounts a small tank or font — together w�th the ru�ns of a small church. 
S�nce our v�s�t of June 17th, 1964 v�llagers of Karadere have shown a l�vely �nterest �n Ged�f� 
İn� and are reported to have dug up terracottas �n add�t�on to p�eces of metal work — 
offer�ngs clearly of pagan date.  Immed�ately above the cave on the plateau am�d rock and scattered 
p�ne are the rema�ns of a cons�derable settlement exten d�ng perhaps over a quarter of a m�le. 
Many p�eces of well  constructed wall st�ll stand and the outl�nes of scattered houses can read�ly 
be detected: seem�ngly a v�llage s�te, but ne�ther late nor poor. No �nscr�pt�ons were here forthcom�ng,
but �n th�s respect the cave �tself was more reward�ng. On the left wall of the cave an arched n�che 1.15 h. 
and 0.95 w., carefully worked, w�th an �nscr�bed panel to left and r�ght of �t. That on the left, (a), 0.61 w. 
and 0.37 h., carr�es an �nscr�pt�on of e�ght l�nes , the letters clear, deeply cut, from 0.02 to 0.03 h.. 
The r�ght hand panel, (b), w�th ten l�nes, has �dent�cal letter�ng, 0.025 to 0.035 h. …. On the r�ght wall 
of the cave, to the left of the rock-facade, an �nscr�pt�on very roughly cut on an unprepared surface.”

The translat�on of those three �nscr�pt�ons (F�gures 8, 9, 10 and 11) found by Bean and M�tford �n 
Ged�f� In� �s ne�ther ava�lable �n the�r book nor on the only webpage that stores the �nscr�pt�ons (The 
Packard Human�t�es Inst�tute; http://ep�graphy.packhum.org/text/275962, http://ep�graphy.packhum.org/
text/2759624). Though we have a rough translat�on for those �nscr�pt�ons, a deta�led work �s beyond our 
expert�se. After the survey of Bean and M�tford, part�cularly after 1980, Ged�f� In� �s substant�ally 
destructed by �llegal d�ggers, and one of those three �nscr�pt�ons �dent�f�ed by Bean and M�tford �s 
unfortunately no longer readable. Another �nterest�ng po�nt �s that d�fferently from Casae anc�ent 
settlement located to the north of Ged�f� In�, th�s cave �s another anc�ent settlement that extends 
along the surround�ng valley, cover�ng a very large area. There are numerous ru�ns and tombs �n 
that area that have not been explored yet.

Conclus�on
The whole archaeolog�cal her�tage �s left abandoned �n those h�ghlands and not so far protected. 
Not only Ged�f� In�, but also countless ant�que settlements �n Rough C�l�c�a are destroyed b�t 
by b�t every day and how to preserve / protect those ru�ns �s not known under such challeng�ng 
cond�t�ons. Th�s �ssue does not appear to be solved �n near future.
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F�g. 1  Locat�on map show�ng Ged�f� In� F�g. 2  Entrance of Ged�f� In� at the north end of the cl�ff (Photo A. Mallard).  

F�g. 3  Ged�f� In� plan (draw�ng by E. Tok and A. Mallard). 

F�g. 4 (Top) General v�ew of 
Ged�f� In� from the entrance 
(Photo A. Mallard). 

F�g. 5 (R�ght) Rock-cut n�che 
at the south wall of the cave 
(Photo A. Mallard). 

F�g. 6  Rema�n�ngs of the apse at Ged�f� In� (Photo 
A. Mallard). 

F�g. 7  N�ches and the apse at the south wall of 
Ged�f� In� (Photo A. Mallard). 

F�g. 8  Inscr�pt�ons A and B on the left and r�ght of photo (Photo A. Mallard). 

F�g. 9  Inscr�pt�on A 
(http://ep�graphy.packhum.org/text/275962). 

F�g. 9  Inscr�pt�on B 
(http://ep�graphy.packhum.org/text/275962). 

F�g. 9  Inscr�pt�on C 
(http://ep�graphy.packhum.org/text/275964). 


