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Abstract
Although the reg�on known as “Cappadoc�a” �s bel�eved to be �n Nevseh�r Prov�nce of Anatol�a 
(Turkey), the cap�tal of Cappadoc�a �n anc�ent t�mes was the ne�ghbor�ng ant�que Caesarea 
wh�ch �s known as Kayser� today. As the same �n Nevşeh�r, �n ant�que Caesarea the volcan�c 
tuff wh�ch was p�led up by the act�ve volcanoes around was dug by the local people. Houses, 
churches, and protect�ve underground settlements were bu�lt �nto those rocks and a troglodyte 
c�v�l�zat�on had been establ�shed. One of the most �nterest�ng structures that were constructed 
by d�gg�ng �nto rocks are ‘underground shelters’ wh�ch were used for defense and can w�dely 
observed across the reg�on. The most s�gn�f�cant features of those structures  are l�v�ng spaces 
and storage rooms �nterconnected by tunnels  excavated underground and the m�llstone doors 
used to protect v�llagers from ra�ders. S�nce we started our project to explore and �nventory 
underground settlements of Kayser� Prov�nce �n January 2014 as OBRUK Cave Research 
Group, more than th�rty prev�ously unknown underground shelters have been explored and 
surveyed. Follow�ng our stud�es of wh�ch some has been presented �n d�fferent art�cles and 
congress presentat�ons, we began our survey �n Devel� D�str�ct of th�s prov�nce by th�s year. 
Th�s art�cle descr�bes the underground shelters and cl�ff dwell�ngs located �n Sahmel�k Valley 
of Devel�. 
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Introduct�on
Kayser� �s one of the largest prov�nces of Turkey w�th a surface area of 17.170 km2; for example 
Sloven�a �s 20.273 km2, and Lebanon �s 10.452 km2 to compare w�th Kayser�.  As OBRUK 
Cave Research Group, we have performed our act�v�t�es �n f�ve d�fferent d�str�cts of Kayser� as 
part of “Kayser� Underground Structures Inventory Project” wh�ch we have carr�ed out for four 
years. When we completed our surveys �n Tomarza D�str�ct and began to survey and explore 
Devel� D�str�ct th�s year, we forecasted that th�s d�str�ct w�th 1.187 km2  surface area would at 
least as eff�c�ent as the others and apparently we are not wrong (F�g 1).The f�rst locat�on we 
began our survey �n Devel� was Sahmel�k Valley. Th�s valley starts 2 km north to Sahmel�k 
V�llage wh�ch �s located 66 km south of Kayser� c�ty and extends to the north by 6 km (F�g 2). 
The valley �s formed by   �gn�mbr�te rocks that are largely and deeply worn away by surface 
waters. In general, the whole area looks l�ke a mesa due to upper flat sect�ons of valley. 
S�m�lar format�on �s very common �n the reg�on. There are mesas �n Fırakd�n Valley located 
9 km south and �n Ayşepınar Valley located 12 km  east of th�s valley; and the walls of all those 
valleys have cl�ff dwell�ngs as �n Sahmel�k Valley. The number of cl�ff dwell�ngs on the steep 
walls of Sahmel�k �s not as h�gh as the number of cl�ff dwell�ngs �n other valleys of Kayser�, 
such as Akb�n Valley (GILLI 2017; YAMAC, 2017), Değ�rmendere Valley (YAMAC &TOK, 
2015a)  or Ötedere Valley (YAMAC & TOK, 2015b)  and the cl�ff dwell�ngs are only observed 
�n two d�fferent parts of   Sahmel�k Valley. Th�s art�cle descr�bes one cl�ff dwell�ng located to 
the north of valley, and two d�fferent underground shelters to the south of that structure, 
�n the ma�n cl�ff settlements.

Sahmel�k West Cl�ff Dwell�ng 
The most �nterest�ng cave dwell�ng of whole Sahmel�k Valley �s located on the northwest wall
of valley (F�g. 3). The entrance �s 7 m above the valley pla�n and the hand/foot holes st�ll ex�st 
that were dug �nto the ma�n rock to cl�mb up the entrance. Currently access�ble by �ron sta�rs, 
th�s ma�n entrance (F�g. 4) opens to a chamber of four sect�ons w�th total area of 65 m2. From 
th�s po�nt on, the dwell�ngextends along w�th s�x �nterconnect  ed d�fferent chambers to the 
southwest, and one of �ts chambers has a stra�ght and a narrow tunnel of 18.5 m long that leads 
to the northwest (F�g. 5). The beg�nn�ng or the end of tunnel has no m�llstone doors, traps or 
any other clos�ng / protect�on dev�ces. There �s a chamber of almost 12 m2 at the end of the 
tunnel that was smoothly dug. Th�s last chamber has a storage place and another structure of 
wh�ch funct�on �s not clear. Although the funct�on of th�s sect�on wh�ch was dug �nto the ma�n 
rock �n the northwest corner of chamber �s not qu�te apparent, �t �s obv�ous that �t could not be 
a cook�ng place as the chamber has no w�ndows or vent�lat�on. V�g�lantly, we could say that 
th�s small sect�on can be a to�let that was carved �nto the ma�n rock and completely full of 
debr�s. In general,  th�s cl�ff dwell�ng bas�cally appears to be a settlement, but can also be a 
m�l�tary post ma�nly because �t was dug so h�gh from the ground, has many chambers w�th 
w�ndows fac�ng the ent�re valley and there �s a pr�son cell-l�ke room at the end of a long tunnel. 
Also, as �t �s located alone 2 km north of ma�n settlement of the valley, �ts locat�on can also 
support th�s m�l�tary post theory.

Sahmel�k East Cl�ff Dwell�ngs 
The ‘East Cl�ff Dwell�ngs’ are located to the south of abovement�oned ‘West Cl�ff Dwell�ng’
and on the east wall of valley (F�g. 6). D�fferently from ‘West Cl�ff Dwell�ng’ that �s accessed
by only one entrance and has seven chambers, th�s cl�ff has a format�on of �nterconnected tens 
of structures and th�s place should be the ma�n settlement of valley. The ent�re rock wall w  as 
carved out and numerous  connected cl�ff settlements were dug  to the cl�ff. It �s obv�ous that 
almost all of those structures were ho  uses and barns, wh�ch decreas�ngly cont�nue along the 
south curve of the ma�n cl�ff wall. Some houses on the north wall were later turned �nto 
dovecotes. Th�s ‘Ma�n Settlement Area’ has two underground shelters.

Sahmel�k Underground Shelter No 1
W�th a measured total length of 468 m, th�s underground shelter �s accessed from a cl�ff 
dwelled house on the north wall of ‘East Cl�ff Dwell�ngs’ and the ma�n entrance tunnel �s 
almost �mposs�ble to f�nd. Th�s structure - one of the longest and most compl�cated 
underground shelters that �s surveyed �n Kayser� so far - has 12 chambers spread over two 
d�fferent levels (F�g. 7). The length of the ma�n entrance tunnel, wh�ch �s protected by a 
m�llstone, �s 82 m. The chambers after th�s ma�n tunnel are mostly d�rectly connected to each 
other. Bes�des the ma�n tunnel, th�s shelter can be accessed by another entrance through a 
‘house’ �n the east. Interest�ngly, the room that �s �mmed�ately after that second entrance and 
the tunnel that comes after th�s room and leads to other chambers of shelter have no 
protect�ve doors. On contrary, the shorter tunnel accessed by an upper shaft �n the northwest 
corner of the f�rst room leads to a chamber located an upper level and the entrance of th�s 
chamber �s protected by a m�llstone. Th�s second chamber �s ent�rely full of debr�s. The th�rd 
entrance located to the west of ma�n entrance starts w�th another debr�s-f�lled settlement and a 
blocked tunnel extend�ng to the west. Th�s chamber at the upper level �s also connected to the 
ma�n chambers of shelter through tunnels. The large m�llstone door (F�g. 8) of north chamber 
should probably have been moved from the operat�on room �n the south chamber to there. 
The shelter extends to the north w�th three d�fferent rooms after the ma�n chambers �n the 
center. In th�s sect�on, the tunnel excavated after the last room and ends after 43 m. Interest�ng 
po�nt �s, excavat�on was stopped at some po�nt of th�s tunnel and a shaft of 2 m deep was dug 
down 5 m before and another tunnel was excavated below the f�rst one to the southwest. Th�s 
‘undergo�ng’ tunnel makes a loop and also ends 19 m after the shaft.

Sahmel�k Underground Shelter No 2
Th�s �s the smallest underground shelter we have surveyed so far �n Kayser�, wh�ch �s located 
�n the small valley �n the East Cl�ff Dwell�ngs and accessed by the rear wall of a totally collapsed 
‘house’. The double chambers parallel to each other come after a tunnel of 11 m long and a 
m�llstone door. The chambers ne�ther conta�n s�los on the�r floor, nor have the walls any 
n�ches. The m�llstone of 1.15 m d�ameter �s from the same rock as the underground shelter (F�g. 
9 and 10). 

Conclus�on
Although �t does not have as many cl�ff dwell�ngs as �n other valleys located to the east of 
Kayser�, we bel�eve that cl�ff dwell�ngs and underground shelters of Sahmel�k Valley deserve 
more than th�s  prel�m�nary explorat�on. In the future, we recommend to carry out a more 
comprehens�ve archaeolog�cal research than one cl�ff dwell�ng and two underground shelters  
that we have explored and surveyed �n   Sahmel�k Valley. On the other hand,  we bel�eve that 
th�s place �s a cand�date to become a tour�st�c attract�on po�nt when �t �s cons�dered as a whole 
w�th �ts landscape, h�stor�cal places and geolog�cal format�ons.  
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F�g. 1 Locat�on map show�ng Sahmel�k V�llage

 

F�g. 2  Google Earth v�ew of Sahmel�k V�llage and the valley towards north.  

F�g. 3  General v�ew of the West Cl�ff Dwell�ng at 
the north of Sahmel�k Valley. The entrance to the 
ma�n structure �s on the r�ght s�de of the photo 
(Photo B. Toker). 

 

F�g. 4  Sta�rway to the ma�n entrance of Sahmel�k West 
Cl�ff Dwell�ng (Photo M. Boyraz). 

F�g. 5  Plan of Sahmel�k West Cl�ff Dwell�ng 
(draw�ng by A. Yamaç ). 

F�g. 6 General v�ew of the East Cl�ff Dwell�ngs of Sahmel�k Valley (Photo B. Toker). 

F�g. 7  Plan of Sahmel�k Underground Shelter No 1  

F�g. 8 M�llstone �n the ma�n chamber of Sahmel�k Underground Shelter No 1 
(Photo M. Boyraz) 

F�g. 9  Plan of Sahmel�k Underground Shelter No 2 F�g. 10  Half bur�ed m�llstone of Sahmel�k Underground Shelter No 2 (Photo M. Boyraz). 


