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Abstract
Located 8 km northeast of Konya �n the Central Anatol�a, S�lle V�llage has been referred �n several 
researches over the past 250 years w�th �ts h�story, ant�que rock dwell�ngs and churches. The surveys 
began w�th arr�val of the f�rst western traveler N�ebuhr �n the reg�on �n 1766  and were accelerated by 
stud�es of Gertrude Bell �n 1905 and thereafter W. Ramsey �n 1911. In 1950s and 1960s, many d�fferent 
stud�es were performed �n relat�on to S�lle’s churches and rock dwelled structures. Although the 
churches �n the v�llage and the rock dwelled church �n the rocks fac�ng the v�llage have been surveyed 
many t�mes, another rock dwelled church complex �s ment�oned �n very few sources, wh�ch �s located 
on the r�dge of a rocky wall to the east of S�lle. On the other hand, the names of all churches �n S�lle 
are confused w�th each other �n the cop�ed reports and a d�fferent name �s ment�oned �n each work. In 
th�s study, we drew deta�led plans of those two rock dwelled churches as well as tr�ed to name those 
rock dwelled churches ment�oned by d�fferent names �n many works and to compare all the plans drawn 
prev�ously. 

Introduct�on 
S�lle V�llage (F�g. 1) �s located 4 km northwest of Konya. Th�s v�llage �s s�tuated �n a valley between 
two h�lls made of tuffeous and volcan�c conglomerate rocks and the �n�t�al date of �ts establ�shment 
�s not known. Many Roman arch�tectural p�eces observed �n the v�llage �s a proof that the v�llage has 
a h�story of m�n�mum 2000 years. The v�llage �s known to be an Orthodox Greek settlement for long 
years and an Ottoman Reg�strat�on dated 1518 shows that the v�llage had 72 Chr�st�an and 5 Musl�m 
fam�l�es (SARIKOSE, 2009). Desp�te �ncreased populat�on, th�s f�gure changed only a l�ttle for the 
follow�ng two centur�es. In 1800s, the �rregular�ty of tax system and �mm�grat�on from ne�ghbor�ng 
v�llages caused accelerat�on of �mpa�red balance and the Musl�m populat�on of 20 fam�l�es �n 1810 
reached to 400 fam�l�es �n 1816. Numerous books and art�cles have been publ�shed on the rock 
dwelled and constructed churches of th�s v�llage s�nce the v�s�t of f�rst western traveler N�ebuhr to 
the v�llage �n 1766. On the other hand, the focus of many researchers v�s�ted the reg�on was placed 
on the Hag�os Khar�ton Monastery (St. Char�ton / Akmanastır) located 3 km north of S�lle. The focus 
was always placed on Hag�os Khar�ton Monastery although other researchers somet�mes referred to 
those two churches that were addressed by th�s art�cle. Actually, the art�cles of Dell ‘Oca - Pavan, 
S. Ey�ce and A. De Pascale are the only ones that have a comprehens�ve content �n regard to those 
two rock dwelled churches w�th�n S�lle (DELL ‘OCA & PAVAN, 1956; EYICE, 1966; EYICE, 1967; 
DE PASCALE, 2010). C. Sezer, a student of S. Ey�ce, carr�ed out a deta�led d�ssertat�on study on those 
rock dwelled churches (SEZER, 1966). Most of the other stud�es are just s�mple drafts or short notes 
c�ted one another. The �ssue �s that, a text wr�tten by a researcher �s cop�ed by another researcher 
w�thout mak�ng a search or check�ng as a result of so many research that references each other. As a 
consequence, many faults or errors have been ma�nta�ned by copy�ng from one another over years.      

Our ma�n purpose �n th�s art�cle was to both draw a more deta�led plan of those two rock dwelled 
churches than ever, to summar�ze the stud�es of prev�ous researchers and to underl�ne d�fferent and/or 
�ncorrect aspects. On the other hand, we bel�eve that th�s art�cle would show the change underwent 
by S�lle and those two rock dwelled churches �n t�me. 

Panag�a Church
The �n�t�al known source �s the work by Ulusoy �n 1951 �n relat�on to that rock dwelled church 
complex located on the southern s�de slope of  S�lle V�llage (F�g. 2 and 3). That rock dwelled 
church �s named as “Panag�a” �n th�s work (ULUSOY, 1951). İ. H. Konyalı uses the same name 
and repeats what Ulusoy expressed (KONYALI, 1964). The same church �s named as ‘Banaya’ 
�n the work by Özönder  (OZONDER, 1998). The ne�ghborhood of th�s church �s also currently 
referred to as “Panag�a”.

Salvatore Dell ‘Oca and Mar�o Pavan, who were the f�rst to draw a plan of th�s church after a 
survey �n 1956, only ment�oned the church as ‘La Ch�esa Troglod�t�ca Cr�st�ana’. The art�cle 
of these researchers �s a k�nd of �nd�cator that some parts of tombs �n the church was st�ll 
stand�ng/sol�d dur�ng that study performed 62 years ago.

Prof. Semav� Ey�ce surveyed the reg�on ten years after that study and h�s student Ceng�z Sezer
surveyed that church (EYICE, 1966). When you compare two d�fferent plans of Dell ‘Oca and 
Pavan and Ceng�z Sezer, you can see that these two plans are almost the same (F�g.4). 

When we surveyed Panag�a Church and drew a th�rd plan, we cons�dered destruct�on of church 
and took care that all graves, all underground s�los, all collapsed ce�l�ng blocks are �nd�cated �n 
th�s plan w�th the a�m of leav�ng a prec�se document to the future (F�g. 5).

There are four d�fferent names suggested by  many d�fferent researchers for that  rock dwelled 
church: Panaya, Banaya, Panag�a, and Ko�mes�s Tes Panag�as. In our op�n�on, �t �s l�kely that 
the or�g�nal name of the church �s Panag�a although �t �s d�fferent �n most of the sources or 
translated �nto Turk�sh. Therefore, we prefer to use Panag�a �n th�s art�cle.

Desp�te anyth�ng, hav�ng a spec�f�c name �s what makes Panag�a Church very spec�al. It �s 
because, for example even the names  of rock dwelled churches �n Cappadoc�a have been lost 
�n t�me due to h�stor�cal memory loss, and replaced by the names such as “Bucked” or “Apple” 
g�ven to those churches by local people �nfluenced by the frescoes �ns�de the churches. Th�s 
�ssue �s not h�ghly related to Greek deportat�on from the reg�on because, even when there was a 
Chr�st�an Greek populat�on dur�ng 19 th century, the or�g�nal names of all those thousand years 
old and already abandoned structures had already been forgotten. 

We w�tnessed �ncreased and ongo�ng destruct�on of Panag�a Church even dur�ng our two v�s�ts 
to S�lle to exam�ne the church. The frescoes wh�ch were v�s�ble �n the t�me of  Dell ‘Oca and 
Pavan and Ey�ce are now fully destroyed. On the other hand, the tuffeous rock �n the reg�on �s 
cont�nuously broken �nto p�eces and collapsed. The large collapse �n front of the room �n the 
east of church took place only one month before our second survey. Cons�der�ng such destruct�on 
rate and assum�ng that Panag�a Church w�ll be fully destroyed �n the future, we both conducted 
a deta�led survey of church and documented th�s structure w�th more than 200 photographs. 
(F�g’s 6 and 7).   

Kyr�acon Church  
The oldest work referr�ng to th�s church �s the Greek work of A.M. Leb�des named “A� en Monol�to�s 
Mona� Kappadok�es Ka� Lukan�as” �n 1899. Leb�des ment�ons about V�rg�n Mary and Hag�a Helena 
churches �n the v�llage as well as Hag�os Khar�ton Monastery (St. Char�ton / Akmanastır) located �n 
the north of S�lle. H�s descr�pt�on shows us that ‘V�rg�n Mary Church’ �s Kyr�acon Church that �s 
addressed by th�s art�cle, but h�s work �ncludes very l�ttle deta�l about that church (LEBIDES, 1899). 
Gertrude Bell surveyed th�s church dug �nto the south wall of a rocky h�ll �n the south of S�lle 
V�llage (F�g. 8) and the rock dwelled complex next to �t �n 1905. Although th�s art�cle of Gertrude 
Bell descr�bes the church �n a very deta�led manner, �t does not prov�de any �nformat�on about why 
the name of th�s church �s ‘Kyr�acon’. We can only guess that the Chr�st�an populat�on l�v�ng �n the 
v�llage m�ght have told her that the name of th�s rock dwelled church was ‘Kyr�acon’ when she came 
to S�lle �n 1905. Although the sketch drawn by G. Bell for th�s church �s qu�te s�mple, �t �s very s�m�lar 
to the plan drawn by Semav� Ey�ce’s student Ceng�z Sezer around 60 years after that (F�g. 9).  

On the other hand, three d�fferent rock dwelled chambers next to that small church have not been 
ment�oned �n any of the sources to date, and have been surveyed by us for the f�rst t�me (F�g. 10). 
Probably, those dwell�ngs are the structures of a monastery �nclud�ng Kyr�acon Church. The l�me 
k�ln next to the church must have been bu�lt �n the late per�od.  
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F�g. 1  Locat�on map show�ng Konya, S�lle and rock dwelled churches of 
S�lle (Google Earth) 

F�g. 2  General v�ew of Panag�a Church from north (Photo A. Yamaç). 

F�g. 3  East part of Panag�a Church, the newly collapsed part �s 
�n the m�ddle of the photo (Photo A. Yamaç).

 

F�g. 5  Plan of Panag�a Church (Draw�ng by E. G�ll� and A. Yamaç) 

F�g. 4  Plans of Panag�a Church. On the left, the plan drawn by Dell ‘Oca and Pavan (DELL ‘OCA & PAVAN, 1956), 
on the r�ght the plan drawn by Sezer and publ�shed by Semav� Ey�ce (EYICE, 1966).   

F�g. 6  West chamber of Panag�a Church (Photo A. Yamaç). F�g. 7  Graves on the west chamber of Panag�a Church (Photo A. Yamaç). 

F�g. 8  Kyr�acon Church (Photo E. G�ll�). F�g. 9  Plans of Kyr�acon Church. On the left, a rough sketch by Gertrude 
Bell (BELL, 1906), on the r�ght the plan by Sezer (SEZER, 1966)  

F�g. 10  General plan of Kyr�acon Church and monastry bu�ld�ngs (Draw�ng by E. G�ll� and A.Yamaç).  


