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AMAC

26 Ekim 2014 tarihinde yayimlanan “Birinci Ara Rapor’da da yazdigimiz
gibi; bu projenin temel amaci, Kayseri ilinde bulunan ve bu bélgenin tarihsel
gecmisi ve kultirt icin son derece 6nemli olan, 6te yandan, kagak kazilarla
veya artarak devam eden insaatlarla hizla yok edilen eski kaya yerlesimlerinin
ve yeralt1 yapilarinin daha fazla gecikmeden arastirilmasi, belgelenmesi, harita-
lanmasi ve kapsamli bir envanterinin hazirlanmasidir.

Her ne kadar ginimiizde “Kapadokya” olarak taninan bolge Turkiye’nin
Nevsehir - Urgiip - Géreme ticgeninde yer almakta ise de, antik caglarda
Kapadokya’nin baskenti bugiin Kayseri olarak bilinen antik Caeserae seh-
ri id1. Bugtnki turisttk Kapadokya’nin 70 km dogusunda bulunan Kayseri
ginimiizden 10 milyon yil 6nce baslayan yogun volkanik aktiviteden aynen
komsusu Nevsehir gibi etkilenmisti. Bu donemde puskiirmeye baslayan ve
sadece bu bolgedeki sayilart 70 civarinda olan yanardaglar Kayseri ve civarina
200 metre kalinliginda tiif ve ignimbrit yigmuslardi. Nevsehir- Urgilip - Géreme
tcgeninde oldugu gibi antik Caeserae’da da bu volkanik tif yorede yasayan
insanlar tarafindan kazilmis, kayalarin icine meskenler, kiliseler ve korunma
amacl yeralt: sehirleri insa edilmisti.

Ote yandan; Urgiip - Géreme gibi Kapadokya’nin daha cok bilinen turistik
yorelerinden farkli olarak Kayseri’nin kaya yapilart ve yeraltt sehirleri daha 6nce
arastirdmamistir. Halbuki, bu bolgede bulunan kaya ve yeralt1 yerlesimlerinin
buytik bir kismi mimari acidan Kapadokya’nin diger kisimlariyla rekabet ede-
bilecek kalite ve gtizelliktedir.

Tarafimizdan yapilan ¢alisma; temel olarak, Kayseri ilinde bulunan bu kaya
ve yeraltt yapilarinin tespit edilmest, 6l¢tilmest, haritalanmasi ve ylizey haritast
tzerine vektorel olarak islenmesinin yanisira detaylt olarak tanimlanmasidur.

Bu ¢alismanin; raporlarimizda bahsi gegen tiim bu tarihsel degere sahip yapilar
icinde hentiz tescil edilmemislerin de tescil edilerek daha kapsamli bir sekilde
korunmasi, 6nemli yapilara farklt kullanim amaclari saglanarak degerlendir-
ilmeleri ve bu sekilde gelecek kusaklara kazandirilmalari igin bir baslangic ol-
masint diliyoruz.



GIRIS

Turkiye’nin en uzun ve en derin magaralarinda ¢alisan az sayida magaracinin bir
araya geldigi grubumuz, bu faaliyetlerinin yanisira uzun soluklu yeralt: yapilar
projeleriyle de taninmustir (Ek 1. Calismalarimizi Gosteren Harita). Yeraltt
yapilarina yonelik calismalarimizin ilki, Dr. Cigdem Aygiin yonetimindeki bir
proje kapsaminda Ayasofya ve Topkapt Saray1 yeraltt yapilarinin arastirilmast,
olciliip haritalanmast projesi idi. Biyiik tarihsel 6neme sahip bu yapilarin,
uzman magaracilar tarafindan yapiya hicbir zarar vermeksizin ve yer yer dikey
magaracilik teknikleri de kullanilarak arastirilmasi agisindan bu ¢alisma 6nemli
bir doniim noktasi olarak kabul edilebilir. Bu proje kapsaminda Istanbul’un
“Tarihi Yarimada” olarak bilinen boélgesinde 32 sarni¢ Olcultp haritalanmis
ve, cogu Ayasofya altinda, toplam uzunlugu 2.000 m’ye ulasan tiinel ve kanal
kesfedilip arastirilmistir.

Bu proje ve ardindan, Hasankeyf yeralt1 yapilarinda sturdirdugumuz diger bir
calisma iki ayr1 kongrede teblig olarak sunuldu ve ATLAS Dergisi’nin farkls
sayllarinda yayimlandi.

Ocak 2012 tarihinde CEKUL Vakfi ve Gaziantep Biiytiksehir Belediyesi ile
birlikte Gaziantep’te yeraltt yapilarinin arastirtlmasi, haritalanmasi ve envant-
erlenmesi projesine baslanilmistir. Yaklasik bir yil stiren bu ¢alisma sirasinda
Gaziantep sehrinin icinde ve yakin civarinda 46 yeraltt yapisi arastirilmistir. Bu
calisma sirasinda 90.000 m2 yiizolctimiine sahip Asri Mezarlik Magaralari gibi
cok onemli yeraltt yapilarinin yanisira, Gaziantep icin tarthsel degeri buytk
olan su kanallari ve kastel denilen yeralti su kullanim mekanlart detaylt bir
sekilde olctulmis, haritalanmis ve envanterlenmistir,

Bu calismalar devam ederken Urfa batisinda, Halfeti’den Gumuskaya Koyti'ne
dek Firat Nehri kenarinda yer alan kaya yerlesimlerinin envanterlenmest
projesini de surdirmekte idik. Hala devam etmekte olan bu calisma sirasinda
bolgede yer alan yuizlerce kaya yerlesimi tek tek arastirilmakta, olciilmekte ve
haritalanip envanterlenmektedir.

Bu calismalarimiz sirasinda Nevsehir Miize Mudura Murat Gilyaz’in talebi
tzerinde bu boélgede bulunan Derinkuyu, Mazikoy, Tatlarin, Avanos, Golgoli
ve Aziz Mercurius yeralti sehirlerini de Olcup haritaladik. Yapay magaralarla
ilgili tim bu ¢alismalarimiz bir¢ok ulusal ve uluslarasi kongrede teblig olarak
sunuldu ve farkli dergilerde yayimlandi.



KAYSERI YERALTI YAPILARI PROJESI

27-29 Aralik 2013 tarihinde Kayseri sehri ve civarinda yapilan 6n arastirmanin
ardindan CEKUL Vakfi Kayseri Koordinatérii Prof. Osman Ozsoy ve Kay-
sert Buytiksehir Belediyesi ile yapilan goriismeler sonucunda bolgenin yeraltt
yapilarinin arastirtlmasi, ol¢tlip haritalanmast ve envanterlenmesine yonelik
protokol Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi, CEKUL Vakfi ve OBRUK Magara
Arastirma Grubu tarafindan imzaland: (Ek 2: Protokol).

Imzalanan bu protokolu takiben 25 Ocak 2014 tarihinde bélgede calismaya
baslandi. On arastirmayt da dahil edersek, Haziran 2014 tarihine dek yapilan
altt farkll arastirmanin sonuglart 26 Ekim 2014 tarthinde Kayseri’de yapilan
“Tarihi Kentler Toplantisi”nda katilan tiim belediyelere dagitilan “Birinci Ara
Rapor” ile duyuruldu.

Bu rapor, bu alt1 calisma sonucunda Kayseri’de bulunan, arastirilan ve haritala-
nan 14 farkli yeralt: ve kaya yerlesimini igcertyordu (Ek 3: Birinci Ara Rapordaki
Buluntular). Bu calismalar sirasinda, daha once hicbir kaynakta bahsedilmey-
en bircok yeni yeraltt sehri kesfedilmis, arastirilmis ve haritalanmistir. Ayrica,
Kayseri civarindaki vadilerde bulunan, bir kismi1 Kdiltir ve Turizm Bakanlig:
koruma kurullart tarafindan arkeolojik veya kiiltiirel SIT olarak tescil edilmis
ama haritalanmamis ve incelenmemis bazi eski kaya yerlesimleri de arastirilmis
ve rolevelert cizilmistir.

Haziran 2014’ten sonra gerceklestirdigimiz diger dort calismamiz ise (Ek 4:
Kayseri Calismalart) temel olarak Agirnas ilcesinde yogunlasti. Bu yerlesimin
alt; kelimenin tam anlamiyla bir yeraltt kompleksi idi. Agirnas’in altinda ve
civarinda bulunan bu yeraltt yapilarina ek olarak bu yerlesimin 500 m giin-
eybatisinda, Turan Koéyi’ne dek uzanan Akbin Vadist’'nin duvarlari da kaya
yerlesimlert ile dolu id.

Bu, “Ikinci Ara Rapor” temel olarak Agirnas ve civarinda yapilan calismalarda
tespit edilen kaya yerlesimlerini ve yeralt: sehirlerini icermektedir.



MIMAR SINAN YERALTI SEHRI

Agirnas’ta, Mimar Sinan’in dogdugu ve buglin mize olan evin altinda ¢ok
buytik bir yeraltt yapist mevcuttur. Bu evin restorasyonu ve ¢evre diizenlemesi
2006-2008 yillar1 arasinda Prof. Metin S6zen baskanliginda bir ekip tarafindan
gerceklestirilmistir. Bu calisma sirasinda evin altinda bulunan yeralt: yapilarinin
bir kism1 da temizlenip diizenlenerek ziyarete acilmistir. Bu dizenleme ile yer-
altt sehrinin sadece Mimar Sinan’in evinin altint kapsamadigl, Agirnas’ta bu-
lunan tim eski evlerin altinin bir ag seklinde yeralt: yapilariyla birbirine baglh
oldugu anlasilmistir. Zaman icinde civardaki bircok ev sahibi, yeraltindan
kendi evlerine ulasimasini engellemek i¢in baglant: tiinellerini taslarla 6rerek
kapatmuslardir.

Mimar Sinan’in evinin altinda bulunan yeralti yapt kompleksi iki katta to-
plam 1.850 m2 lik bir alana yayilmistir. Baz1 ara baglantilar iptal edildigi icin
bugtin Mimar Sinan’nin evinin altinda dort farkli yeralti yapist meveuttur ama,
gecmiste bunlarin tiimiiniin tek bir yapt oldugu kesindir. Ote yandan, bugiin
bile bu yapilardan birinci ve dordinctsintn diger komsu evlerin altina dek
devam etmesi ve bircok farkli noktadan yerytiziine cikisinin olmasi, ytizyillar
once Agirnas Kéyi’nde ne denli karmasik bir yeralt yapt kompleksi oldugunun
ispat1 gibidir. Yapinin, en azindan bir dénem, savunma amaciyla insa edildigi
dordiinct yeraltt yapisinda gl in situ, dort tas kapt olmasindan bellidir. Giris
tinellerini kapatmak icin kullanilan ve disaridan agilmast mimkin olmayan
bu tas kapilarin ikisi; 140 cm ve 155 cm caplar ile, Kapadokya 6lctilerinde
bile cok buytktur. Fakat, zaman i¢cinde savunma kaygist kalmayan bu yeralt:
yapilart inga amacint yitirmis ve biiytk yapisal degisikler gecirmistir.

Miize-evin hemen yaninda bulunan ilk yeralt: yapisina, tavan: tas kemerlerle
desteklenen buytik bir odadan girilerek ulasiimaktadir. Hem bu yapinin bir¢cok
yerinde, hem de civar bazi evlerin altinda sikca rastlanan bu; besik tonozlu
cattya sahip buyiik yeralt1 odalart olasilikla kéytin bu kisminin en eski yapilarin-
dandir. Bu, ilk yeralt: yerlesimleri doguya dogru farkli odalarla devam etmekte
ve —planda da gorildigi gibi- bazilart bugiin taslarla kapatilmis dehlizlerle
komsu evlerin altina uzanmaktadir.

Ana yapinin icinde ve Ust kata ¢itkan merdivenin altindan ulagilan ikinci yer-
alt1 yapisi iki baglantisi tasla ortlerek kapatilmis, kiictik bir depodur. Bu ufak
yapinin ana odasinda yerde bulunan ve kiplerin yerlestirilmesi icin oyulmus
delikler de bu yapinin amacint géstermektedir. Bu yapinin iki farkl duvar,



komsu evlere uzanan diger yeralt: yapilariyla baglantisinin kesilmesi amaciyla,
tasla orulmustur.

Ana binanin yan tarafinda, dar bir sokaktan ulagilan tglincu yeralti yapist da
bagimsiz bir diger depo alanidir. Bu yapinin uzun zaman o6nce diger yeralti
yapilartyla baglantili olarak kullanilan bir yasam alani olma olasilig1 varsa da, bu
fonksiyonunu ytizyillar 6nce kaybettigi ve depo olarak kullanildigr gorilmek-
tedir.

Mimar Sinan’in evinin altinda yer alan yeraltt yapilarinin en biyugi ve en
onemlisi dordiinct yapidir. Bu yapinin girisinin guneyinde, tavani besik to-
nozlu yapinin altinda yer alan ve dékiimhane oldugu distniilen ocaklar bu
yeralt1 yapisinin en azindan bir donem atolye olarak kullanildigini gostermek-
tedir. Dokiimhaneden sonra doguya dogru devam eden yapi bir evin icinden
ondeki sokaga ¢citkmaktadir. Bu kistma dek iki katli insa edilmis ve temizlenerek
turizme agilmis olan yapi, bu noktadan sonra kugiik bir baglanti ile civarda
bulunan evlerin altina dogru devam etmektedir. Yeralt1 sehrinin bu kisimlar
temizlenmemistir ve, daha ilginci, bazi yeralt: yapilart komsu evlerde yasayan-
lar tarafindan hala kullanilmaktadir. Doguya dogru uzanan son galeri ise ha-
friyatla tikalidir ve burada bulunan bir diger tas kap1 yapinun ilk insa amacini
vurgulamaktadir.




MIMAR SINAN YERALTI SEHRI
Agirnas - Kayseri
Cizim: E. Tek, E. Gilli, C. Cankinli, A. Yamag (Ocak 2015)
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AGIRNAS YERALTI SEHRI

Agirnas’in girisinde, dogu yamacta yer alan ve 6 yildir turizme agik olan bu
yapinin ilk detaylt 6l¢timii ve haritalanmast tarafimizdan gerceklestirildi. Agir-
nas’in 200 m kadar giineyinde yer alan kayalik bir sirta oyularak insa edilmis
olan Agirnas Yeralt1 Sehri, girisinde yer alan ufak kilisesi, erzak depolari, tas
kapilart ve yasam yerleri ile birlikte tipik bir Kapadokya tarzi savunma yapist
mimarisine sahiptir.

Kiliseden hemen ardindaki tiinellerde gozlenen tas kapilar, kilisenin normal
zamanlarda da kullanildigint ispatlamaktadir. Kilisenin dogusundan ulasilan
24 m uzunluga ve yer yer 4 m genislige sahip buyiik salon oldukeca etkileyi-
ci bir iscilige sahiptir. Salonun kuzeydogusunda bulunan bir diger giris iptal
edilmistir ama girisi savunmaya yarayan tas kap1 yerinde durmaktadir. Salonun
gineydogusunda dogru 60 m devam eden ana ttinelde toplam 11 adet yasam
yeti /depo odast mevcuttur. Bu odalarin timd, bilinen diger Kapadokya yer-
altt sehri 6rnekleriyle karsilastirlamayacak olctide buytik ve ferahtir. Tlnelin
hemen hemen orta kisminda yer alan ve disartya acilan bir baska kap1 bugtin
tasla Orilerek iptal edilmistir. Bu giristen 5 m iceride girisi savunmaya yarayan
tas kap1 bugiin mevcut degilse de, bu kapinin bulundugu operasyon odast be-
lirgindir. Yeralt1 sehrinin gineydogusunda, en son kistmda bir baska giris/ cikis
noktast ve tas kapt daha mevcuttur.




AGIRNAS YERALTI SEHRi
Agirnas - Melikgazi - K ri










MUSTAFA BOZDEMIR YERALTI SEHRI

Agirnas’in icinde, Mimar Sinan Evi’nden sadece 100 m uzaklikta yer alan bu
yapt Mustafa Bozdemir’in evinin altinda yer almaktadir. Ev sahibi tarafin-
dan temizlenerek turizme acilan, ardindan Kayseri Koruma Kurulu’nun 30
Ekim 2014 tarihli ve 1263 sayili karari ile her tirlu faaliyeti engellenen bu
yapt tarafimizdan ol¢tlup haritalanmistir. Yukarida, Mimar Sinan Yeralt1 Sehri
yazisinda da agikladigimiz gibi; Mustafa Bozdemir Yeralti Sehri de tim Agir-
nas’in altin1 bir ag gibi 6ren yeraltt savunma yapilart kompleksinin bir par¢asidir.

Olasilikla 12-13. yuzyillardan sonra amacint yitiren bu savunma yapisi, daha
sonraki donemlerde depo, ahir vs. gibi amaclarla kullanilmis olmalidir. Bu
kullanim degisiklikleri sirasinda yapinin komsu evlerin altina dogru uzanan
baglant: gecitleri taglarla 6rtliip kapatilmistir. Mimar Sinan Yeraltt Sehri’nde de
gordigimuz gibi, bu yapida da zaman icinde ciddi mimari degisiklige ugramis
biytk salonlar mevcuttur.

Ana giriste ve bu girisin batisinda bulunan besik tonozlu, yiksek tavanl tg
buyiik salon da Mimar Sinan Yeralti Sehri’nde bulunanlarla buyiik benzerlik
gostermektedir. Yapinin, savunma amaglt ve tas kapili alt kisimlarinin Gstiinde
yer alan bu buyiik salonlarin gunlik yasam icin kullaniddigr dustintlebilir.




MUSTAFA BOZDEMIR YERALTI SEHRI
38°48'55.59" K 35%4256.24" D

Adirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Eric Gilli, Cagan Cankinl (Kasim 2014)
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AKBIN VADISI KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Agirnas’in 500 m kadar batisindan baslayan ve Turan (Dimitri) Kéyi’ne dek
uzanan Akbin Vadisi, Pliyosen D6nem’e tarihlenen volkanik piroklastik ve tif
kaya¢ yiginlarinin Akbin Deresi tarafindan asindirilmast sonucu olusmustur.

Bu vadinin bati duvarlarinda kayalara oyularak insa edilmis oldukca buyiik
bir yerlesim tarafimizdan arastirilarak 6lctilmus ve haritalanmistir. Bu tiir kaya
yerlesimlerinin benzerlerine tiim Kapadokya’da sikca rastlanmaktadir. Kayseri
civarinda da Degirmendere, Belagasi, Erdemli, Derevenk, Turan, Glnesli gib1
yerlerde bu tir kaya yerlesimleri mevcuttur.

Ote yandan, Agirnas / Akbin Vadisi'nde bulunan kaya yerlesimleri, bircok
acidan yukarida bahsedilen tim bu diger yapilardan farklidsr.

Ik ve en énemli fark Akbin Vadisi'ndeki bu kaya yetlesimlerinin tarihidir.
Agirnas’ta su anda koruma altinda olan 6n siradaki evlerin timiintin 1500’14
yillara, hatta daha eskiye tarihlendigi bilinmektedir. 1500 tarihli Kayseri Tahrir
Defteri kayitlarinda bu kéyde 56 hane oldugu yazmaktadir. Akbin Vadisi’nde
ise, su ana dek dordi kilise olmak tizere toplam 97 yap: tespit edilmistir. 500
m aralikla boylest buytk iki farkl yerlesimde ayni anda yasanmis olmast bizce
mumkin gérulmemektedir. Bu durumda, Akbin Vadisi’ndeki kaya yerlesim-
lert 15. hatta 14. ylizyildan ¢ok 6nce terkedilmis olmalidir. Buna karsilik; Kay-
ser’’nin diger kaya yerlesimlerinin, 6rnegin Belagast veya Turan’in 19. hatta 20.
yuzyila dek kullanildigr bilinmektedir.

Akbin Vadisi’ndeki yapilart Kayseri’dek: diger kaya yapilarindan ayiran bir bas-
ka 6nemli fark ise, bu yapilar arasinda ¢ok belirgin bicimde kazilmis Roma kaya
mezarlarinin mevcut olmasidir. Bu yapilarin ¢ogu bugtin ancak giris kapilarinin
oyulma tarzi ile ayirt edilebilmektedir. Mezar odalarinin i¢ yapist zaman icinde
degistirilerek farkli kullanim amaclarina adapte edilmis olsa da, bazi odalarda
hala klineler mevcuttur.

Akbin Vadist’ndeki yapilarin buytik kismi mesken veya ahir olsa da, bu vadide
su ana dek en az 4 kilise ve 9 savunma tlneli / yeraltt sehri tespit edilmistir
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AKEIN VADISI GUNEY DUVARI 3, 4 VE 5§ TOPLAM
Adirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim. Cagan Cankinl, Ali Yamag (Agus. 2015)
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SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI

Agirnas’in Subast Mahallest’ne bagh Kazlar Mevkii’'nde yer alan bu yapi, bol-
genin en ilging ve farkli yeralts sehirlerinden birisidir. Yap1, Subagst Mahallesi’nin
yaklasik 2 km kuzeydogusunda, Koramaz Dagi’na dogru yiikselen, oldukeca
1ss1z bir ovada yer almaktadir. Bu agidan bakildiginda, bu savunma yapisinin
Doganli Koyi’nun 2 km disinda, yine 1ssiz bir ovada yer alan Kirkmerdiven
Yeralt1 Sehri’ne ¢ok benzedigi soylenebilir.

Diger yandan, mimari agidan ele alindiginda, Subast Yeralt: Sehri su ana dek
tarafimizdan arastirilmis tim savunma amacli yeralt: yapilarindan farklidir. To-
prak tzerinde, ufak bir tepe halinde aciga ¢ikmis, oldukea kiriklt volkanik tiife
kazilmis bu yeraltt sehrinin, birisi ¢okmeyle acilmis t¢ girisi mevcuttur. Ana
girisin bir yeralt: sehri girisine hi¢ benzememesine karsin, eve ya da ahira ben-
zeyen bu girisin, savunma amaclt yapiy: gizledigi de distinilebilir.

Haritasinda oldukea basit goriinmesine karsin, alcak tavanl ve icice gecmis
odalarla, bu savunma yapist tam anlamuryla bir labirent 6zelligine sahiptir. Dogu
kisminda, kisa bir merdivenle inilen, 4 odali bir alt katt da bulunan bu yeralt:
sehrinin bu alt kattaki tum tiinelleri hafriyatla ttkanmistir. Kuzeybat1 girisinde-
ki savunma amagcl bir tas kapinin yerinde durmasina karsin kuzey ve gliney
tinellerinde, yataklar: belirgin olan tas kapilar yerlerinde yoktur.

Kayseri Koruma Kurulu’'nun 23 Ocak 2011 tarthli ve 911 nolu karari ile 1.
Derece SIT ilan edilen Subast Yeralt1 Sehri’nin yakin civarinda, bugiin herhan-
gl bir iz1 kalmamis eski bir yerlesim bulunmasi olasiligs vardir. Bu yapinin 200
m kadar guneyinde tespit ettigimiz ve Kaysert Muzest’ni de bilgilendirdigimiz
Selcuklu veya Erken Osmanlt mezar taslart da bu dustuncemizi destekler ma-
hiyettedir.
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ONERILER

 Agirnas; tarihsel ve kilttrel acidan sadece Kayseri’nin degil, tim Ttrki-
ye’nin en 6nemli yerlesimlerinden biridir. Ge¢misi bin yillarla Slctilen ve
Mimar Sinan’in kéyt olan bu yerlesimin acilen bir biitiin olarak ele alinmasi
ve korunmasi gerekmektedir.

e Agirnas’in, Koruma Amach Imar Planr’nin en kisa zamanda hazitlanmas,
bu plan hazirlanirken 6n cephede yer alan tim yapilarin 1. Derece SIT ilan
edilmesi ve bu, tarihsel dokuya uymayan yapilarin ise istimlak ve tadili sarttir.

* Aynt sekilde, ytzlerce yillik bir ge¢cmise sahip Akbin Vadisi’nin de planl bir
sekilde korunmast gerekmektedir. Bu vadinin tsttinde yer alan tas ocaklari
hafriyatlarini asagiya, vadiye dokmektedirler. Bu uygulamanin en kisa zaman-
da durdurulmas: gerekmektedir.

 Tum bu 6nerilerimiz gerceklestiginde, Agirnas’ta mevcut yeraltt sehitlerine
ilave olarak Akbin Vadisi’ndeki onlarca yerlesim ve yeraltt sehri de basit bir
temizleme ve restorasyon c¢alismasinin ardindan turizme kazandirilabilecektir.



TESEKKUR

e Taslak asamasindan bu yana bu projeye verdigi samimi destegt icin Kayseri
Valisi Sayin Orhan Diizgiin’e,

* Bu projenin devam etmesini mimkun kilan destegiyle Kayseri’nin yeraltin-
daki kulturel mirasina sahip ¢ikan Kayseri Biytksehir Belediye Bagkani Sayin
Mustafa Celik’e,

* Bu projeye katkilart ve bu projeden bagimsiz olarak, birbirinden degerli
tiim diger calismalart dolayistyla CEKUL Vakfi Baskant Sayin Prof. Metin
Sozen’e,

* Bir yildan uzun bir stiredir devam eden bu proje sirasinda her calismamizda
bizlerle birlikte olmasinin disinda, tiim sorunlarimiza ¢6ztim bulan ve yol
gosteren, sevgili dostumuz, CEKUL Vakfi Kayseri Koordinatérii Sayin Prof.
Osman C)zsoy’a,

* Projenin basindan bu yana gegen stirede destegini ve ilgisini siirekli hisset-
tigimiz Kayseri Blyuksehir Belediyesi Baskan Vekili Sayin Serdar Altuntug’a,

* Transferlerimizden konaklamamiza, her tirli gereksinimimizi fazlasi ile
karsilayan Kayseri Biiytiksehir Belediyesi Ozel Kalem Miidiirii Sayin Tiirker
Fidancr'ya,

* Bircok calismamizda bizlere eslik eden ve yardimeci olan Bilgin Yazlik ve
Emre Aydin’a,

e Kayseri’deki tum calismalarimizda bizlere tahsis edilen araclart kullanma-
larinin yaninda, arazi taramalarinda da desteklerini esirgemeyen Blinyamin

Erdogan ve Mehmet Baturay’a,

yurekten tesekkiirti bir bore biliriz.
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Ek 2: Protokol

KAYSERI YERALTI YAPILARI ENVANTER]

HAZIRLANMASI iSIPROTOKOL

MADDE 1- PROTOKOLUN KONUSU

Kayseri ili merkezi ve civar ilgeleri yiizyillar siiren kesintisiz bir jskana sahiptir. Ozellikle;
bilgedeki yanardaglar tarafindan ylizeye piiskiiren ve kahnhf yer yer 400 m'yi gegen, yumugak ve
keziimasi kolay tif kayaglar oyularak olustwrulan yeralts sehirleti, yerlegimler, tineller Kayseri’nin

tarihsel birikiminin en dnemli unsuranindan biridir.

Hem Kayseri merkezde, hem de ilgelerde yaygin olarak rastlanan ve bazi &meklerin tarihleri
yiizytllarla Slgiilen bu yeralt yerlegimlerinin yer yer hizly yapilasmanmn kurbam oldugiu bilinmecktedir.
Milkiyetleri 2863 sayili kanunla devlete ait olan ve ayni kadunla koruma altma alinmig alan bu yeralis
yepilanna yiweydeki herhangi bir insaat veya tamel kazisiyla zarar verilmesinin 8ntine pegilmesi
gerekmektedir. Bunun ilk ve en dnemli adimi da tiim bu yeralt yapilarinm envanterlenerek kayit altina

alinmasidir.

Sonug olarak; en az yeriisti kadar Snemli ve degerli bir yeralt: birikimine sahip olan
Kayseri’nin bu tarihsel mirasinin en kisa slirede belgelenmesi, kay tlara gegirilmesi ve korunmaya

alinmas: gerekmekiedir.

MADDE, 2- TARAFLAR

= Beledive: Kayseri Biyiiksehir Belediyesi
*  CEKUL: Cevre ve Kitltiir Degerlerini Koruma ve Tanitma Vakfi
» OBRUK: OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu

2008 yilnda fstanbul’da kurulan OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu, farkl kuliip ve
derneklerden 30'dan fazla deneyimli iiyeys sshiptir. Grup daha Snce Orman ve Su isleri
Bakanhig, Milli Parklar Genel Midirltig ile ighirligi icinde Kire Daglar Milli Parkt
Magaralart Projesi’ni ve Kahramanmarag Kuzeyi Magaralari Envanteri®nitamamlarmgter,

Yeralti yapilarmm aragtinlmasi ve haritalanmasi konusunda Tiirkiye'nin en fecrubeli



magaracilarint biinyesinde barindiran grup tiyeleri 2009 yilinda, proje yiritiicisit Dr.
Cigdem Aygiin nezaretinde Ayesofys ve Topkapr Saray yeralt yapilar araghirma
projesini gergeklestirmistir, Gaziantep Bityiksehir Belediyesi ve CEKUL Vakd ile birlikts
ylriitiilen Gaziantep Yeralt: Yapilari Envanterleme Projesi ise gegen yil tamam |anmigtir.
Bu galigmalar diginda; Nevgehir Mlize Mudurliigi nezaretinde stirdiiriilen Derinkuyu,
Mazi, Tatlarin ve Aksaray Miize Mudiirliigi nezaretinde siirdiirlllen Sarath — Aziz
Mercurius yeralt: yehirleri haritalama gahgmalarida ekibin yirottago diger cahismalardan
bazilaridir. OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu Tiickiye’nin magaracilik alaminda tek siireli
yayimm da yapmaktadir. Gegen yillar iginde National Geographic ve Atlas dergilerinde
yayimlanan |1 makaleye ek olarak yurtdis: kongrelerde 8 teblif verilmistir,

MADDE 3- PROTOKOLUN AMACI

Bu projenin amaci,Kayseri iti siuirlar) iginde bulunan ve farkl: sehepler yiizibnden her gegen
giin biraz deha tahrip alan ve bazilar timlyle yok olma riskine sahip yeralt yapilanimun arasticmas.,

belgelenmesi, haritalanmasi ve coventerlerinin yapilmasidir.,

Bu calismahem bazidarimin tarihi viizyllarla glgilen bu tarihse] mirasm korunmasin:
saglayacak, hem de bu yapilarin gelecekte miimkiin olabilecek kullanim alanlatinm prajelendirilmesi

igin bir illc adim olacakur.

MADDE 4 YONTEM

* Yapilmasi planlunan pahsma temel olarek Kayseri'de meveut yeralti yapilannin (magars,
yeralt gehri, barmak, yerlegim, tiinel, vs.) tespit edilmesi, Slelmesi ve haritalanmas: ibarettic,

« Bugaligma sirasinda baglangi¢ olarak Kaysert sehri abinacak, sehir merkezindeki ¢aligmalarin
tamamlanmasimn ardindan gahgmalar ilgelere vonlendirilecektir,

* Calymada agirhk verilecek noktalar Kayseri BOyiikgehir Deledivesi, Kayseri Mizesi
yetkililer! ve CEKUL Vakfi'nin 8nerileriyle olusturulacaktsr,

s Ik asamada, hakkinda bilgi sahibi olunan tim yeralt wapilar b8lge haritast izerine
isaretlenecek, ardindan gehir merkezinden baglayarak tiim bilgede yeralt yapilar
aragtirmasina gegilecektir.

*  Bu, kinci agamada, varligimin bilgisine sahip olunan tim yaplar tespit edilip tlcllecek ve ana
plana iglenecektic. Tinel, yeraltn gehri gibi arkeolojik ve mimari 8neme sahip yapilar

ise;mimari Slglimler diginda, egim ve ybnleri de Slglilerek aragtinilacak, yiizeye baplantil;



oldukdart noktalar referans alinarak mimkiin oldugunca dogru bir sekilde bilge yiizey
haritasina islenscektir.

¢ Bu galisma sirasinda; her yoraltr yapisi ayn bir foy halinde envanterlenecek, yapimin plam,
gizimi, Hzellikleri ve fotograflan bu sekilde; ayn figler halinde kayda alinacaktir.

¢ Ancak ilk bilge timiiyle tamamlandiktan sonra ikinci bilgede caligmaya baglanacaktr.

MADDE 5- CALISMA EKIBI

Proje, baglangigta OBRUK MaZars Arastirma Grubu'na iiye magaracilar tarafindan
yiiriitiitecektir. Yeralti dlgtim paligmalarinda 3, azami 4 kigiliic ekipler halinde galigtlmasi ideal oldugu
igin, bu projede girev alacak toplam ekip gofunlukla 4-6 kisi civarinda olacaktir, Ote yandan, bahsi
gegen calismamn blylkIBED g6z Snine ahinarak Kayseri’den, goniilliik esast ife projeye destek olacak

eleman|ann tedarik edilmesi icin gaba harcanacaktir.

MADDE &- SURE

Elimizde Kayseri yeraltr yapilarina ait herhangi kapsamli bir veri olmamasi ve b8lgede daha
dnce tespit edilmis bazt yeraltr yapilaninm biyilkliigt gtz 8nfine alindiginda bahsi gegen projenin
yaklagik bir y1l ve toplam 400 adam/giin sirebilecegi éngorillmektedir,

MADDE 7- TARAFLARIN SORUMLULUKLARI

= Belediye'nin Yakumliklikleri;
o Cahsmamn idaresinin saflanmas,
o Bir kismr dzel millkiyette, difier bir kism ise kamu alanlarinda yer alan titm yeralt:
yapilarm aragtizilmass ipin gerekli izinlerin stizlii ve/veya yazili olarak alinmasi,
o lsin yapilabilmesi igin calisma ekibinin iftiyag duyacagy ulasim, konaklama, a3e

giderlerinin karsifanmasi.
*  CEKULn Yiikimlillikleri;
o Cahgmanin koordinasyonu ve sekretarya gorevieri CEKULVakfi Kayser] Temsilciligi

tarafindan yiriitilecektir,

»  OBRUK'un YiikiimlGlOkleri;



o Kayseri ili sinrlani¢inde meveut yeraln yapilarninm (magara, yeraln sehri, baninak,
yerlegim, tiinel, vs) tespit edilmesi, dlelimesiharitalanmasi ve enventerlerinin
yapilmasi,

o Aragtirma sirasimda ¢ahgilacak yeraltt yapilannda rastlanabilecek highir tarihi
buluntuya dokunulmadan korunmas,

o  Mimari vapilarin yan! sica thm buluntular fotograflarla i site belgelenmesi,

o Tarthsel Sneme sahip herhangi bir buluntu ite kargilagilmast durumunda yetkililere
bildirilmesi,

o Cahgmaya katilan ekibin, i3 giivenliginin saglanarak olasi kazalara yénelik &miemlenn
alinmasi,

o Cabsmalara kaulacak kisilerden, her tiirlii riskin varhfing kabul ederek, olast hir can
ve mal kavbinda sorumlulugun kendilerine ait oldufunu gdsterir tashhirmamenin
Beledive've sunulmass,

MADDE 8- DIGER BUKUMLER

1- Cabgina esnasinda meydana gelebilecek can ve mal kayiplarindan Belediye ve CEKUL

sorumlu tutulamaz.,

2- Cahgma argivieri wve gikidar Belediye’ve ait olup, Beledive'den izin almaksizin

kullanlamaz ve yaywmlanamaz

MADDE 9-Y

1- g

URUTMENYTRURLUK

bu protoke] imzalandi tarihiten ftibaren yiriirlige girer.

2- Protokolden dogan ihtilaflar iyi niyet gergevesinde taraflar arasinda gdziime

kavugtntulmaya ¢alisilir. Bu mimkidn olmadigi takdirde Kayseri Mahkemeleri yetkilidir.

3 D

okuz (S} maddeden olusan bu  protokol ilgili taraflarca 3 niisha  olarak

tarihinde imzalanmigtir.
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Ek 3: “Kayseri Yeralt1 Yapilar1 Envanteri Projesi” Birinci Ara
Rapor’daki Buluntular:

Ali Dag1 Yeralt: Sehri

Ali Saip Pasa Yeralt1 Sehri
Gesi/Degirmendere Vadisi Kaya Yerlesimleri ve Guvercinlikler
Catalin Yeralt1 Sehri

Penzikli Yeraltt Sehri

Kirlangic Vadisi Yeralti Sehri
Otedere Vadisi Yeralt: Sehri No 1
Otedere Vadisi Yeralt: Sehri No 2
Otedere Vadisi Su Yapilart

Belagast Kaya Yerlesimi

Belagas: Yeralt1 Sehri No 1

Belagas: Yeralt1 Sehri No 2

Doganli (Kirkmerdiven) Yeraltt Sehri
Guzeloz Yeraltt Sehri

Ek 4. OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu Kayseri Calismalari:

27-29 Aralik 2013 1. Arastirma
25-28 Ocak 2014 2. Arastirma
27 Subat-2 Mart 2014 3. Arastirma
3-6 Nisan 2014 4. Arastirma
15-19 Mayis 2014 5. Arastirma
12-15 Haziran 2014 6. Arastirma
24-27 Ekim 2014 7. Arastirma
7-9 Kasim 2014 8. Arastirma
4-7 Nisan 2015 9. Arastirma
3-6 Temmuz 2015  10. Arastirma



Ek 5: ATLAS Dergisi Ekim 2014 sayisinda yayimlanan yazimiz:
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Kayser|'de topragin altinda adeta ikinci bir Il uzantyor. Erciyes

ve cevradoki 68 volkanin hedive etiigi islemesi kolay kayalarda
11 yeralti sehri ile (i¢ kaya yeriesimi glzll. Zamanla unutuiup
karanliga gomUlmiis bu kadim mekanlar, 0BRUK magaraciarinin
calismalaryla tekrar glin yuziine cikiyor,

YAZI: EZG| TOK / FOTOGRAFLAR: ALI ETHEM KESKIM
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fumcdliz bir arieide bowrek ve tash bir
volda ilerliyorduk, Aracming ugsuz
bucaksiz cografyanin orlasindn am-
den durdu, Kayserinin Yegillisar ilge-
sinden birlikie :.'Ull.l cikligmie Saffed, “isle bnras”
dedi. Sagrdik, olinki etrafta en ufak bir tepecil
bile voltu. Peminin alonda bie yeraltesehiei oliu-
gunu belli ecdecek bir isaret aradh ghelerimiv, Thep
en biru ileride bes mets capandi bir qulio ol
katlmizi celeri. Aradinmis sevi bulmugtuk.
Yerin ulunda fambakarmem iydinlattig, ke
ranlifa dogre uzanan saypsiz hesemak as soneg

kearsilasacaklarumizin 1k habercisipdi, Bu bosa-
mahlarn bitiminde ver alan papivy ise kesinlikle
beklemivordul. Karsmuedaki devasa salona ba-
Karken ytizeyde birakugumiz gorale arazinin bu
slirprizi karsimnds sagkan ve kevitlivdik Bu [k
[earsilasma armmin Ladun eikardiltin sonra isbd
(Gt yaplik ve colipaaya Bagladid, Takip eden
birlac saat iiinde yerin 23 melre alhnda, digan-
daki kavurucu sicaga inal neredeyse dsiten hir
serinlikte dlgim gabigmalaring hasladik, ..
GBRUK Magara Afashiema Gruby olarak
Kayseri il suntrlarimdnld yerapy, verlesimlering




aragtiynruy. Daha dmee Toplap Savays Ayasof-

eralli ya-
pilarinda benzer alizmalar viiriitmiiglik, Sirneli,
Kayseri Biivitkschiv Belediyesi ve CEKDL Vaki
ihe birlikie sirdtrdigimis, bu yend projemizde,
ilde huliznan tim yveralt yapilarm haritalindsr-

yada, ardindan Caziantep ve Halfeti

por v Envankerig l;lki'lﬂ‘lruru.'é.

Kayseri il wpraklanmm alt, kayalara oyulnug
mekinlarls dolu. Birbir ardima ]ralul;]_n fresiflerle
savis gittikge avtan yerall sebirlerine vaciler bo-

YUIRCA UEanan leaya yerlesimler de ellerdaos, mi-

vz bir arastivina olar; baglayun galifismre

Veapatly Sestied 17 0 L'¢_I_f¢'l|-‘ s iy
Fla sebleilinney seslerd, gerali e

caoloamier yapip-arvanter kay
Belagas rda briluran yaralieg

HE pakiry, riersEdeine i)

allgnin yagadige veraly

yyscek ve Cecek deposiolarsk yararsmilms iskisl

o slirede biivilke bir projeye dénlsin Yorede
qnl{]lii}'t‘: dek H!!,‘I'ﬂm 4 hin SO0 metre Gloiim aldil:,
i kaya yerlesimi ve 11 yeralt sebirinin haiitazing
gikar

I:l

k.
rojemizden dnce Talas ilcesinde iki yeralt
sebirinin bulundugn: biliniyordu. Hatts bunlasdan
DTk, Al nngj Yeralh Schri dd1}:!a tiarizme agilmeg-
I Tger: Talas'm iginde boloman, 120 pizylda
inga edilmis hir evin iginden girilen-Al Saip Paga
Feralt Selyydic Ba evin de bulundugu tim ma-
bl Talas Beledipes tarafusdun restore edilmek-
b Calgalar billiginde obasibkla Kayseri ilinin

bichitarindsn badim

amlgnnds kordorann alt
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en ellileyicd turistilc alanlanndan biri olacak, Bis
de caligmalarumiza bu ki yeralt gelirini dlgip ha.
ritalaparak busladik,

Uzan dinemler bovunca siirekli vlarak loolla-
suldiklars, Bave yaplar kazip cski baz papidacin
kallanma amace degistivildiii icin veralt sehirle
rini ik foga beiblecinin espith miimkGn degi

fine de hidlpede buluan yeralt sehirlerinin yay-
g olarale 15 5. ve 120 viigpllar arasimda kamldi-
g1 ve kullinldigy disginiiltiyor, Kapadokyatla va
sayan Huvistivan topluluklar, 7, yialda baslayan
Arap va Sosani akmlan kasgsinda, digman yak-
laghfin zaman yeraling oydulilan gizlenme yer-
lerine qekilivord, tinel priglerinds bulonan fag
sapalar kapataral kendilerind savumyod srdz,
Sonraki villarda bu vamlar farklh amaclar icin
leulbinilmayn devam etti, Giiniimizde, Kavse
ri'min gogn yerinde vadi duvaclarmda, tepelerin
:r:Lmann-.'mda gariilen ahgap ya da demir, irli
ufakh vitzlerce kapi, arkasinda bir kaya yerlesi.
mi ya da yeralti sehrl saklovor, Ytz villar boyig -
ca bislge halkma baviak olan kayi yerlesimler sy
andq depo ularak kullansloor, GEEINLE hee yar
de yeralt sehirleriyle gili renkh hikdyelarle kar-
sitagink, Dehlizlers yirip Teaybolanlan oyun ayngr.
ke top kagtifnnda icert girevels “ansse” ovaney
vl ﬁl_‘t;u]t_-k icin kisa ";’"I'F g‘;kc:‘lll&l' Ve nicedi, .
Bilin bunlarn arkesinidi ise gaglar fince il
§hnmey yanardad patlomalinl van Ravierp oo

Gest beldesinds

Brazrs danering Al

i Kilizeen sonralkl
ylenlarda guvercirlik
ikl pea |||'||$_

I Ire. gt eyl g
e lavaniapiss bacalar
al g ialda)

Erdeiil dde kol

kava kilisesiar i
kxgetinde disram kit
g, eskioen Ltilacilara
Iars gitigt hapatimak icin
kuftandiareu, Sisenin
Lavar se duvselarinsaki
resarilas eyanilarak
tabi i ety dusumda
Rarg sayladal

gevresinin o dénemdekd halini gérdmizde can-
landirabilmek igin 20. yiizyihn en bigtk yanar-
dag patlamas olarsk kabul edilen Pizatubo drne-
gini inceleyelim, Filipinlerde bulunan Finatubo
Vanardag 600 yildie sessizligini koruyordy, Bu
scheplen hig kimse 1991 vilinda yasanan bityiik
telakeri beklemiyordu. 1k piskiicme anmda il
bulutunwn 34 kilometre villesefe, stratosters dele
pikbegn bilimiyor, Yeryiieine giken magma ve kii-
lin toplam agichis 20 milyar ton olarak twhmin
ediliyor. Ama Pinatubo, 10 milyon yul énee Kay-
serive chvarmelukd yonardag aktivitosi ile karsilag-
brilamaz bile. .

G dinemde Kayverd gevresinin echenneisi an-
durdigim tahmin etmek ok da giiy degil, Bolgede
bulunan ve o birbirine yakin bircak vana roag-
dan dumanlar yikseliyordu, yerkabuganun al
tndw saklanan devasa bir piletin yizeye cikmak-
1% olduganu hiber veren sarsmular vayanavardu,
Senuneda, yanavdaglar veryiiziine kil yagcionaps
ve kezpin lavdar phskiivimeye baglady, Kayser] ve
Mevgehir illerini igine alan bu hilgede vanardag
aletivitesi milyonlaven yil devam etti, Tam bu ¥l
kimdan sonea bidlgede vasam sona ermis, Ano-
dolu'nun ortas s ucakee kary bir gile diin-
miigtin, Sonucra, 25 bin kiloneteckareden daha
bilylek hiralan timiyle volkanile kavacla twtdikedii,
e do ver yer 200 metreden daha kalin tabaloalar

halimde. -
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Gealoe santadan
CILIECT ik ol
kilamines bl Kayn
sapelinin mbar, alttsn
defime gkacagim
sarmaniae
g il
savladal Adimasta
gy vidarda

aparetcilers
s “Mimar Sinaimm
Ewitrim altirda dla el
s AT UELTTR
Hiler olarai kullanitan
awlaca yiyeosk ve lpeoek
saklanan kigAer vierdek
e tblads yerEstirimis
(zafjda)

Tirkive'nin degerli Jeologlazindan Prof. D
Thean Ketin “Frcives Dam Volkan Toeplulugunun
leclajik kvrimi” isimli makalesinde by dénemde
Fayseri civarmda lav ve kil piskirien yanardaf
savisiin cn az 68 olarak tahmin ediyor. Bolgede
bilinen en dnemli volkan Ercives Lrafi almasma
karsin, “Orta Anadelu Yolkanik Gilgesi” olarak
adlandinian bélgede birgok bagka volkan meveut.
Eetin'to tanumiyla ivili-ufakh, kraterli- kratersiz
Lt bu volkanlarin™ aktivitesinin taribeel cafilara
ek sirdiigh biliniyor, Lrcives Dagrnin eteklerine
[5 1, vlizypilda gelen Amasyal Straben bile givle
yagar: “Birae sonra atey ve duman piskilren genis
bir sahaya gelinir, hurada zemin batakliklr ve pe.
celeri cukurlardan alevler yitkaselir.. Dagin dikli
fil ve gole anzal vlusy yaninda, igl akkor halinde
larvlarta doli birgok kraterin yamaglannda krgin
kayalar meveuttue”

Kayseri ve civarinda bulunan yanardaglann
mibyontarca il siwen aktivitesi nifuyel s0na ern
ce geride vitzleree metre lealmhgimds vollanik Wil
halde, Ardimdan yerddivenin chy gligher harekete
gect; rizpirler esti, bigkm vagourlar indhi, Yavas-
ca ve sabarla, bu direngsiz katman dogianin hey-
leltiraskan tarafindan sekillendizildi. Bite, wirenin
itk sakinlerinin karnplagig manzara bydu, Ugsoz
bricalesiz, proldayvan bej-pembe ovalar v tepeler...

Bu yoreye gelen insanlar, yurmugak ve igenme-
g mispeten kalay olan kayac)an ylizyllar boywica

leadr, kitise, mesken, flnpn v :,:cml'rl g.nhri wlaral

ublarid, Her ne kadar, bu tie kaya yerleginleri
yaygin olarak Urgiip ve Gireme civarinda digl-
mug ve bu balgede tanmarak turistik hale gelmiz
olsa da, Kapadekya olarak bilinen bitlgenin antik
cagdaki merkeai Kayseriydi,

Swou girénmeyen vadiler boyunca vzanan
laya verlesimlerinan gogu, degigtivilerek bugiin
bile gtivercinkik vlarak kullanhyor, Ote vandan,
giivercinlik olarak insa edilen yapilarm sayis,
sonradan degigticitersle clugturalanlardan kat kat
fazla,.. Koyseri hatlunin 19, yiizytlda lemel geqim
kaynaginn yerel tnm irinleri ticareti oldugu
diighiniildigiinde, givercin gibresinin ytre halk
icin dnemi doha vl anlagilivor Vadiler boyunca
uzanan sayisiz ghvercinlik, githrenin kolay elde
edilmesi ve sallanabilmesini suplivor

Gilvercinlikleriyle drellikle Gesi dne ¢ilayor.
Kavserinin bo beldesinde Degivmendere Vaddi
a1 ilk durajirme. Havalara oyulmus sayme yape
mn ver aldin vadi bovunes, cogunlulkla bunla
rin dierine inga edilmds valkdastk 150 givercinlik
mgveit, Ko givercinlideri ilging kalmyise birkag
Larleh mimart stilin bir arada bulunmaz:. Bunla-
i hir de dénemine gors kimi vifima lag ve yarim
daire, limd kesme tay ve dikddrtgen, kimisi de tas
mizgallarla suslenmis sayise baca katildiginda,
v sivaretcilerine aligdmupn digmeda, ik balas-
Banlamlandinlamayan bir atvzel e atiieor, Exki
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bir kiilthriim izled karsisinda, mekindun kopuk
hir zamansizhk hissi sarpeor ins@n [k Bakista ne
aldufin ania
doldurdug
deneyimlediji hich

amayan b yapilacm yiizlercesinin

v ovaddive balearlen 'lrf!}'ll'lt‘lij-:, daba dnce

aey e bagdastmamadigs by

dfmyay kestfermenin arhosluputu yazyor.
) ; ol

Kaya verlesimlere v glivercinli ey sahip-

lijgi wapan vadilerin sessiz ve bueurlu bavas, a
r1 b

side olmanm keyfine kangpor, Vadi d
FUICD Bzanan sayisee vapiyl dlgerkenan Gol ror-

Lanehgrmee ks minik agizh, striinessk girlen
sivvercinlikler oluyor. ¥ine de, yillardir gok gegitli
bityiikdikte oyantular girmiiy olmamm tecriibes
siyle bununly da baga Gloayoruz. Suvissz odadan
e L\I}_][i_ ATTE ||'|L||.I|.": NE ITik-

somra vadiyi vo
slarale terk edivorug.

caller magamcil

Kayseri il merkexinin hemen dilinde bulunan
diger bir kaya yerlesimi ise Belugast. Melikgaz
ilgesine bagh Kavalag Mahallesimin ;.'.ill_L_.:'_\ nde
i, deamminddi yer alan Ote

Vadisi e birlikle kayalar ayulmug cski bir kdpe
a1 ikl veralts geh.

ev sahipligi yapryor Banmeir

apuare ile sandug,

» yerlegiy |

zara Chest Vadisinden oldlukga farkly Gesi'ye

imat burast bilimedile bir divar degil, aksine gey-
miglen gelen hir tamdil gibi... Hani gieip de
L oldugunu hatrlayam :+c|.1_{;|1' 17 i yine tant
diinran bildiginie cinslen.

Biipiiklitlders dirt metrekave ile 20 melrekare

arasindi degisen o vadi yerlesimlerinin karak
teristikleri wenel olurak birbirlerine bengemesing

ks, yeraltn yaplaninm karalteristiklert stz ko-

nuse oldugunda mangan epey defigivor Se ane

kidar dletilen olte yeralh seheinin altiss da okl

mimaride. Elimizde dite bir karidor, kovgir gibs
delikli ki kakle bie vap, kuta oclalardin olusan
lsiv Lok yapo ve her ne kadar givisi yerin alting
dogr olsa da bir vadi yimagonn en tepesine opul-

dugn igin deyvaga pencerslere sahip “yeralls yeh

i pannmina fagla T
Unutinadan
merdivente indlen bir “hina"mee mevout.

yan hir yeralty gehed var

birde beg katly ve Bacdeumena alu bt

Eaysert il merkezinden Lrcives L]a[r_:'nn 1la

N T }-‘0], Hisarcik b
ra [Kelebek Va
Ly giizergihion delilarca gegmesine karsin cogu
madifi Kelebek Vadis, schrin

sinden gectikten son

tEinin solurdin -'1;31;3. LIFrAnyol

wisinin farking v

dibide yer alun bir doga hazinesi, Kilometrelerce




kadirm bir yerdesm
penceresl, benzersiz bir manzaraya acilior

Sessizlik ve sonsuzlulc. ..

olediadpim e

wezainlullal bu vadi, gelaleleri ve yemyeyil doga-
st g figing bir livya verlesimini de harnd
riyar. Plmsdik bir kaya duvarnng kaglons, Ost gi-
rigt ana yol hizasinda, son kan fse vad i soviyvesin-
de olan bu kompleks, 35 metre yikseklie suhip
seklz kath bir kaya yerlesimi, Ustteki asma kit

Birden avm tamdik

nﬁslmumrﬁ .

W i I L}

FEMARAAY My
okt

108 ATLAS EKIM 2012

- LS _nr - F

Hccunrl]

|

F_ﬁ.s I¥ES um}
] L T
= i
ol o KAt
2
¥ ]
el E - .
= ! o '
= —t | —

duygn sanyor icinizl, zaman adeta yavaghyor, Go-
nellikle tarihi papdara insam icine gelomek, ken-
di ddnemine ghtiirmek gibl bir dzelligi vardir. Ko-
ridotlarinda yeterince weon sire kalwsaniz, viiz
leece yil dnce vasaimig msanlarn avak seslerini
duyabiliy, hatta onlardan bir olabilirsiniz, Kay-
serinin yeralt vapilaninda ise gegmis ve gelecek
kearigrag duromda, tarihlenemeyen duvarlarinda
belirsix bir samam payyorsunuz,

Mimar Sinan'in kiyin Agirnas diger bir vadi-
nin baglanmownds yer aliyor, Apurnasin verall ise
neredeyse yerastinden daha kalabalic. Neredey-
se her evden yeralh gecitlerine baglantilar var ve
mghzenleri, depelarn, Wnellerivle birlikie bu Grgi
tam yerlesimin altim kapsvar, Kir evin alomeda
kazilmug bir dopoya infyorsunue, tineller ve tas
kaplarla koruran gegitler sl bagka bar mahzene
ulastieyor, acdindan bir diferine. Sonucta viize
s clkminizda kendinia bambagka Rir evin avlu-
sunda huluyorsunues.

Kayseride bupine dek vapugmmaz caligema ve
haritaladiinnge yveralts yapilan bilinenin sadece
ufacale bir pargast. Onitmiizadeli aylarda devam
edecals guliymalanire beraberinde vopyeni sir-
prizlor getinccek @
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DOVECOTES AND CAVE DWELLINGS OF GESI - EAYSERI (TURKEY)

Eugi Tok 2, Ali Yamag *
{ OBRUE Cave Reseorch Group; Actkhava Apr. 16/7, Misaniagi, Tefarbul, Turkey, etokd 127 gmeail com
LITE Istanbid Taoknical University, BITRASTA Earth Sviences Inslitute

Abstract

Cresi Village is & neighbourhoed of Molikgzei distrier 18 km away from Kagpserd cily centre in Central Anatolie
At ibs outslkivts, the Derevenk Vallay earries much importance fur Lhe history of the region, The valley, splil by a
hranch of Kizthrmak and formed in the muagmalic racks from the surrounding voleannes, iz hosting many roek-cut
aettloments, ehurehes and dovecsies, These structurss refleet the cultural properties daily life riluals of dwellers
and provide vital information about the Christian people around Kayseri and vieinivy during pre-Ottoman and
Cretmman times, Dove manurs was invaluable for the local public dealing with sgriculture during Lhe 15* and
10 eenturies in Kayeeri which had heen an important trade and agrieultural centre in Gentral Auatolia, Despire
losing their popularity with rime, theze structures in Degirmenders Valley, built to obtain deve manure, are =Lill
being used today, Turthermore, Degirmendere Yalley rock churchee, wilh wall decoralions and frescoss guite
common in reck ehurches of Cappadocia, had been also nsed a8 doveeotes after abandonment. In addition te two
wnderground vities, there are numearous rock dwellings in Lhe valley. There ave two types of dwellinge: the first
proup wes built az a setflement, and, after the village was abandond, part of it waz converted into dovecnie,
Thie second part was built divectly as a doveeote, Together with (he clear differences obsorved betwesn (hese two
types, it is also possible to distinguish Lhree types in the architeetive of dovecel chimneys. These types reflect
dilfarent settlement periods, and aleo are of great imporlance for analysing the development of slonemasonry,
In the valley, where overall 142 dovecates are presaent, 46 artificial cavitics have been mapped, 11 being rock-cut
certlements without dovecote features, whilst 32 are converted or ariginal dovecotes.

Heoywords: Gesl, Kayseri, dovecote, pigoon house.

Riassala

11 villageio di Gest si trova nelle vicinanse del divireto di Melibgezi o 18 Bm dal cenfro di Kayseri in Ascdolio
centrale. Al suol morging lo Valle Derevenk viveste molfa impurianza per lo stovio dello regione, Lo valle, divisa
it n raen del Kislirmek o forsale nelle rocee magmotiche det vufennt eircostasdd, ospita molti theediament
rupesiri, chiese e colombaie. Geste sivithure viflettonn To culturs v ¢ rituall della vite greatidiomao deglt obilunli
¢ forniscono importantissime informaziont sui popeli Cristiond interno o Eoysert ¢ nelle sue vicinanze dupante
i periodi pre-oifomanc ¢ oftomane. 1 leteme di colombo ¢ siute prezioso per Pagricoltura nel sorso del secoli
EVIIT ¢ XX o Koyserd, ohe era un importante ceniro commerciale e agricoln dell Anatolia corleode, Nonostahia
abhin perse con 7 temps il suo raodo cendrede, le strutfure di Degormendere Valley, cosiriite per otterare lotume di
volombo, spnu anoore ogm uttiizzate. Inolire le chiese rupestri delio Degirmenders Vadley, con decornefoni murali
e affreschi moltn comunt nefle oliese rupestri della Cappodonia, sone stitte utidizzute anche come piecianate dopo
Ut Olive alie due ciftt sotterranes i sono nomerost insediamentt ripestri nefla valle « vl #i lrovans dus
tipi i ebitaziani: i prime fiz costruilo come we insedicmento e dopn Pubbondons del villeggio (i trasformats G
pivcionaia. § seconds fu realizzato direttamente come colombine. Insieme olle chinre differanze che sl ssservano fra
i due Hipi di strusture & anche possibile distinguere tre fipt nefl architettiona delle piccioncie. Guesti Hpi riflettone
diverai parfodt fnsodiativi ¢ sono di gronde imporiaaze per analizears fos sviluppe retle dovorazione della pietra,
Nelle valle, dove sono prasentt complossivanrenie 142 colombaie, sona stote moppate 46 cevtia wtifietali, 17 sonn
insadigmenti rupealel sensa le caratteristiche colomboie, menlee 33 sono stafi converitél o crane originorinmenie
DTCCEOE.

Parole chiave: Gosi, Kagsers, lo colombaia, piectoneia.

Short Information About Gesl {Nize), and aldo presents doveentos which are unigue

ICayeerd ig one of the most atdraciive cities of Turkey,
due to it hiztorieal and evuloural assets along with the
cthnographic valuss eoming from the pasl, il is the
capital of aneient, Cappadocia, even though Nevsehir is
the firsl place that comes up to mind when Gappadovia
is meontioned, due bo Lhe lourism polices. Gesi iz
loeated near to this eity, of which the ancient name
was Unesarea, and represents one of Lhe loeations with
Ancient cily ruins, thersfore emphasizing the hislorical
idemtity of the ety (fisi cave dwellings, established in
valley sides, are dillarent from the similar cxamples of
Efkare, Giirpmar, Kavabag [(Darsivak) and Giizelldy

to the region.

Gesi Valley has the typical chavacterislics of the
geology and morphelogy of the Cappadocia, formed by
the dominance of the veleanoes, where one of the Ly
grrvame of Kazihrmak passed (Ivamotos of al, 2003),
These soft rocks have played an important role in the
Formation of rocl-cut dwellings, as in Cappadocia.

History of Dovecotes and Cave Dwellings

Farly examples of bird houzez as a parl of Turkish
culture date back to the 16" cenlury On the other
hand, it had telen three centuries to gain perfeetion,

T
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Fig. 1 location map.
Fro 1 nguadiamento dell area,

and mazter pieces of these mraditional structurves have
built in 18P and 19" eenturies (Rrman, 2014 Tha
basiec aim of these stroctures was to protect the birds
{from altacks by people and animals, and aleo From bad
weather cooditions (Ozey, 20121, These struclures
generilly reflect Lbe elonemasonrey culture of (hat
period; they have stone cerved small bird houges placed
into the wall textures, and are very different from the
structures built as dovecutes, both as for architectore
and purpase of building (Fawmax, 2014). Dovecotes in
several repions of Tutkey such as Kayserd, Nevsehir and
Diyarbakir are built as independent. strictures with
the aim of using the doves, not protecting them {f)mw,
2012), The first time thev appeared in Cappadocia iz
net o ezactly, but it is eartainly known that the
main income source for the people in Kayseri was the
trade of local agricultural products in 19" century, and
Ehid the dovecsies wers used bo provide the important
element named rode (dove fertilizer) in the culdvation
of thess products (lscen, 2007). These zmructures shed
light o the socio-econoemic and cultural strocture of
the people in that period,

Bome regources indicate that both Scljuk and Ottoman
states used doves, along with foga producton, for
semding meesages a2 thay can pasa long distances and
be loyal to their owmers (Ozex, 2012), Other aources
arpue that =ome doves were eaten and their feathers
used gz (lling material in home textile products, as

Fig. 2: general view of Gesi cave dwellings and of a doveccte
on top of the hill (photo A, Yamag).

Figy, 2: wista generale delle abitazion! rupastn di Gesl 6 of une
preciondia sullz oima della cofina (foto A, Yamag).

Ta

s fea
Fig. 3: frezcoes in a church of Gesi (pholo A, Yamac).
igr 3 affreschiin ona chissa o Gaal (fofe 4. Yamag),

theg are atrong insulators (DMsmacin e af., 2005). In
additinn, dove fertilizers were used in the production of
gunprwder. Dove eultivation atill sontinues nowadaye.
Béside dovecoles, thers is another important cultural
heritage in Analolis. The older dwellers of this land
slavied a Lradition be conlinue for cenburies, by digging
the reck and living in it The date of first appearance
it nol knuwn exactly, but it 5 assumed that the date
of cave dwellings goes back fo the 11" century. With
Cappradosia se the forerunner, these structures can also
he seen in Marmara region and Fastern Anatolia, and
have been uged for religions rituals, shelter and hiding,
to keep the chesee, and to store vegetables and fruits.
Cave dwellings in Frigian Valley have generally bheen
used 3z churches, mosques and graves, whilss thoss
in Cappadoeiz have alao heen vaed &3 dhelters and for
settlement. On the pther hand, some of Lhese structures
are today used as lemon slurages or as sheeplolds.

It iz obvious thal Lhese struclures caeved on Lhe valley
walle in Kayseri are used lur selllemenl, as well a3
those in the Cesi Valley,

Stroctural Properiies of Dovecoles and Cave
Dwellings

Different cave dwellings can he found in different
regions of Turkey, as producis of differont eivilizations
anel cultures. Cave dwellings are generally very similaz
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pzeepl for some differences in architectural details,
‘They can be classified inty & few groups in terms of
the way they are used and the general desien. Cave
dwellings are wsually dug on the walle of vallevs ar
on the slopes, a5 8 single Toom or several rooma, with
connections expanded nto the main tock. They can be
zeen as o gingle layer, and sometimes as two or three
stoveys cranected to each other. The dilTerence of these
ctrfietures Mom the underground cilies is that they
nave windows facing outeide, generally placed at the
surfaen.

With the exceplion of those cave dwellings thas were dug
fur special purpuses, they have typically oo lrescos or
slonemaszonTy, bul ave plain and designed very similar
te modern houses. These structures are generally
watahlished frum one or intereonnected two rovins with
windows; snmotimes, a few small rooms were added to
rhuge. These roome meay alse contain little holes on the
around nsed ns storage or sloves, shelves carved on the
walls and snapension handlee. Some types of these cave
dwellings wore built as slorage rooms or stables.

The cave dwallings at Gesi are setiled on the slopes as
o or thres aats, and some of them have steps reaching
to the deor (Fig. 25 This rock setiiemenl has a chursh
of which the frescoss arc protected up Lo date (Figs, 3
and 47, The chureh hag 2 dome ceiling and an altar (Fig,
&1; through a corvidor, a second building with wider and
higher ceiling iz reached. Thiz church has at least two
graves carved on the ground, Thers is another building
which looke like chureh from its architecture. These
strnetures are the only relatively ornale ones. Common
characteristic of all these reck sofflements are Lhe
michea earved ae guarler squares on their walls for Lhe
drves, Ancther eonunon characteriziic is represenisd
by the later realization of deve ehimngys.

Ciesi doveenres have aunigue and differont architectural
strueture  when compared  with  the  devecolss
architecture in Tutkey and neighbouring countrics.
For instance, the dovecotes in Bslahan, Iran are towers
with their internal walle coversd by niches, and opened
at the top {Asar=nan er gf., 2008); in Diyarbaldir region,
Turkey, they are huildings with [bur squares named as
“horanhane” and with severa! holes cloze to the roof to
help doves enter ensily (Beuiayes, 20070, In the nearby
toven of Kuyseri, Nevsehir, the strueture is complalely
dillerent: bulldings with niches or small holes carved
ot the walls of chambers boile in the rocke or directly
on Lhe surfaves of the rocks, and decorated by decigne
made with & paint a kind of mixture of soil and mud
named yoga and a handmade gypsum plaster made
mixing egg’s white and plant extracrs (Giloyaz, 198957
Apart from these differeni structural examples, Gesi
doveeotes, numbered as 142 in some resources, have
a mized gtrinciure with some of them carved into the
rock and gome built at the surface (BOvCxMmI, 2006).
T'he dovecotios can be exarnined in two sections.

The: fivat section is the parl at the surface, built as stone
woven chimneys, 2-3 m high and 1-2 m wide. They can
hie prouped in three categories such as four squares,
half cirele, and eirele shaped ones, The cornered ones
nre squares or rectangles. Inoall three Ly pes, Lhe apening
of the chimneys are built as horizunial and sometimen

Fig. 4 angther piece of fresco in the same church (photo A
Yamag).

Fig, 4! un aitra frarmmente oF afffesce nalln stossa chivsa (folo
A. Yamag).

dip in the same direction ag the slope, through sleps
ar, in other cases, by cutiing the stones directly
The construction techniques of the aforementioned
chimneys are alao ditferent: some are built by potting
stones one on top the other withoul any cement a3 some
of them are hounded stone walls, Some of the walling
slones have deeoration on chimneys or vaults for doves,
bul some of them do not (Fig. B). These architectural
differences give the impression thal the buildinge were
huilt in dilTerent periods. The second section consizts
of the roums covered by niches with quarter circles,
with 20-25 ein height and 15-20 em dismetess, and
Ineated underground, The srchitecture of these rooma
is grouped in Lwo Lypes: the fivst one is the simple room
huilt as a dovecote. These structures have horizontal
and short eorridors going inside through the slope. The
eorridors allow the owner of Lhe dovecote to enter in, at
the same time protecting Lhe doves and their fartilizers
fram the external factors (Fig. 7). The second group
eovers ohe cave dwellings which have been modified
end turned inta the underground room of a dovecote
(Fig. 81,

Whal, makee this valley interesting is the architecture
af the doveeotss having this sceond type wnderground
sectinn. Dovecotes with the first type of wnderground
swprlipne can be see in a fow valleys in Kawveeri; the

T4
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Fig. 5 church of Cesi - Degirmendere Valley (phota A, Yamac)
Fig. 5. chigsa of Gesf - Valle of Degirmenders (fofo A, Yoamag)

oneg in the second group, estublished oo an older cave
dwelling by building o chimnev tn top of it later, arc
unigue to this valley, as lar s i s known, Even though
Lhe arebileclural [orms are different, twe buildings
have similarilies o besie elements and functions.
While the giwe of L single rooms as dovecnte structure
vary belwesn 8-13 syuare metera and 4-68 m of height,
those huoilt g5 a cove vary a lot, The heights of the
second group change between 2,5 and 6 m, snd their
arca cennot be generalized. The firet Lype is osually
catahlished from ome or two intercommected rooms,
whilat the gecond type has ome. two, three or even
mnre intarconnestad rooms, In beth examples we see a
chimney section for the doves to enter in and go out, an
undergronnd seciion with walls covered by high-ceiling
roosts, probably where the doves could fly and the
ferbilizers be collected, snd a eorridor through which
blee underground seckion can be aceessed. In modificd
rooms, Lhere is a door instead of this corridor.

Conclusions

Within the senpo of the Project executed by OBRUK
Cave Desearch Group in partnership with Kayseri
Municipality and CEEUT, Foundation, the first
mapping of the Gesi dovecotes was put into practice.
Data colleeied during the mapping, covering sil the
doveootes in the valloy and alsa other independent eave
dwellings, ate pregented in ihis arlicle. Recognition ol
the structures unique to thiz region, and prolection
of those from possible culcomes such as dowalall or

&0

ravage, a8 it was witnessed during this research, can
only be possible with this type of studiss. This approach
should net be limited to Bayserd, bor rather it showld
heeame widsspread in Turkey, simed at tranglerring
the many cultural heritages like Gesi to the [ulure
gonerAtiong.
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Abstract

Although the region kmown as “Cappadocia” is located in the Neveehir-Urgup-Goreme trisngle of Anatolia
{Turker), the capital of that region in ancient limes was the antique Caesarea city whicl: (s known as Kayzeri today,
Kayseri, located 75 km east of the presenl Cappadoein, haz alzo heen aifected by the intensive voleanic activitiey
which hagan 10 million years agoe. Some were only small vents, bul a fotal nuember of 65 valeanees around Eayseri
had been erupting in Pliccene-Pleislocene times, That eruption phase, which conlinued even until historical
times, piled up mmore than 100 m of thick ignimbrite around Kayzeri, As the same in Nevsehir-Urgup-Goreme, in
antique Caesaren this voleanic Lull was dug by the loeal people, and houses, churches, and undersreund cities wery
built into the rocks, Different [rom the known touristie places of Cappadocia, Lhe roek dwellings sand undermrownd
cities of Kayseri have not hithorio heen investizaled. Nevertheless, underground smrzetures of that region have
sueh gn arehitectural quality w compete with the dwellings in other parse of Cappadacia. Avound the city, which
had been the cradle of Christianity in Anatolia beginning Irom the 3rd contury, there are several underzround
cities carved in order to shelter from the invasions beginning from the 7th eontury. This new project is tofally
different from all our provious works, We find new and hitherto unexplored underground cities on cvery spot
around Knyseri. Apart from several rock settlements, eight underground citics on the walls of deep valleys around
the city, which were unknown and not recorded belore, had been explored and surveped. These underground
cities are rather differeny thian the ones around Goveme. Apart from the architectural differences, at least some
of themn were nol uged aguin alter the firet construetion perind, whilst in other cases even the excavation of Ui
underground city is uneompleted. When appreciated in this eontext, the underground cities of Kaveeri have
leatures Lo shed light on the beginning of this type of architecture, which is different from Coreme, whers most
examples were conlinuously enlarged and now passages added during the history

Eeywords: underground ol artificial caves, Rayseri, Turkes

Rissunin

Lt reginne connsciuta come Cappadacia, situain ol confine Ji qualtro provinee dell odierng Turchia, # teatimons i
insadiaments ininterrofh fino ad ogol. Le rocee fufies, prodalie dal sudeant aivi nel sardn Pliceens ¢ Pletstorene
nalla regione, sono stale seavate dolle popolesiond del Inoge e willizzote per diversi seopi, come abitazions, fienily,
ehisse o oitfa softerranee realizeate per riparo = nussondiglio, Anchie lo necessita di acguea per irrigara é siotn superatea
& risolia con “mefodi trogloditics™. A causa dello carenze oi sogua, sulle pianire dails Coeppedocie possono essers
tmyiandate solo ealfivasiont o seceo. Livegun seorre solo nelfe vally, dove =t trovans i principeli terreni agricel, Nei
tzrnpi andichi la necessita di cequa per irrigare & siatn risolta con i realizzazione di cunicoll scavall all'lilern
delle rovee fufavee in guelle valll, A prima vista ped sembrave illogles prelevare Ugeguin che soorre sulle sigerfici
per snmeiterie e g lungo cunieolo sudle porete di wne velle, per gl enormi sforsl connessi olle operazioni i
s, e tn tal modo 3t offensna Dirrigazione continug ¢ controliata delle lerre destinale all'ugricoliura o e
gallerie eranc anche fomeionali a diminnire ln porteie dell vogua JF superficiz, al fine di amplices lu swperfice
destinpte o colfivative e proteggere le palli dadie inondazioni. Qg tutte le valli delle Capoedocia conservenn nno
o pitk cundeols, ma solo tre di esst aoka atati fine od ora esploraif nel dettaglio. I sisterma delle gallerie idrmulickhe
dalles Valle ol Guuercinlih (Picctonaind, o Ueliscen ¢ probabilmends Dulfima di due (o forse trel gallerie idrandiche
seanate in aponhe differenti in gquesta valle, ollre ud essere In pid Bunga ettucimente nota. Con wne Iinghezse foinle
ki TRAN metri, 14 eallogamenti con le superficie ¢ diverse gollerie laterali, il condotto principale rappresenta un
meratigliosn esempio di ingegneric idroafice of epoce redievoie,

Parele chiave: Coppadocie, golleria idroalico, coreli sofferranet,

Introduction

Almost all the underground citics in Anatolia are very
unigue (o antique Cappadocia region, which includes
the provinees of Nevsehin, Alsaray and Kayasori, These
defensive settlements dug into soft tff rocks econtain
lung Lunnels and living areas protected by mill stone
doors Lo defend the local people in case of attack
Appregimaiely 200 underground sities have heon
found in Anatalia g0 far, 90% of them in Cappadocia.
The academie articles about these structures are very
lmited and only a fow invencory woerks had been done

a2

(ixioy 2002; Bxxio ef af, 2012; Avean, 2004

We have slarled to investigate the underground
gettlements and ruck dwellings around Kayseri (Tig. 1)
according to & protecol we have signed with Fayeer:
Muniecipalily and CEKUL Trast in January 2014.
Within the following eight months, eight underground
cities and three underground structures with uncertain
usage were found, explored and zurvored in the region
The underground cities of Kayseri can be examined in
Lheee different groups:

= Those having unelear use: Tn gpite of mill stons
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doorz and very long tunnels, Ali Dagd (Al Meuntaind
and Ali Baip Pasha underground ecitiee huve very low
living areas. So, it iz likely that these underground
structures were either tomporary hiding places or
cseape tunnels vather than underground cities. Due Lo
ite diverse architecture, Swallow Valley Underground
Cicw ean alge be included in this group.

- Smuall and re-used wnderground cilies; The
wnderground citiss around Kayzeri (namely, Belogasi
no. | and 2, Otedere Valley no. 1 and 2, Catalin and
Penziklil were smaller compared to the knewn major
Cappadocian exemples, From the structiral point, it
ean e theught thal all thoze undergrotind cifics were
huilt to protect a small village for a shorn form raid
rather than protecling & large population. Alse; o least
some of those underground struclures of Kayaeri were
dug towarda steep walls and connecled to windowed,
large roomsz opening to the valleys IL is also quite
interesting that same tunnels of the underground eities
end guddenly without connecting Lo any chamber or
room. Those half-dug tunnels give us Lhe idea that the
offort was ended as the threat of raid was diminizhed.
Similurly, the big windowed rooms buill on rock walle
prove thal Lhe etructures were latcr changed and

.
.
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turned inko approprisle arcas for daily living.

- (lassie Cappaducian Style: To the southwest,
clozer to Nevsehir Hegion, underground eities besome
sitnilar to the knewn Cappadocian siyvle, excavated in
flat areas within several layers. Dugandi and Guzelnz
are such examples,

All Dagi Underground Ciby

This strueture is located in Tulus provines of Kayseri,
is 528 p-leng snd, when eompared with Lhe othera
lenown, does not show the features of an “underground
city”. Bven if we accept that the stone mill door behind
the entrance of the gallery was uzed to defend that
puseage, there iz & single chamber after Lhis gallery
and a large eistern reached after a 180 m-loag tunnel
(Fig. 20,

Wurther it is obvivus that three rooms st the north exit
wore fivstly buill ae slovage and a church, and then
transformed intv dovecotes by the windows opening
autside. On the olher hand, there is nnt o single
eollapsed or clogged gallery in the whole structure and
it secms thae all lunnels were abandoned at a certain
point without any Iurther dizgings.

Ali Saip Pasha Underground Cily

This underground struetnre is also in Talas provines
and, as the previous one, whether it is an underground
cityornatiseontroversial. This struclurecan hereached
through the basement of a 19 century house, connects
Lo two separate and very small residenlial areas to B
and W oand consists of a single tunnel. Total lenzth of
the tunnel is 916 metery, width changes betweesn G0-85
cm. and height between 150-210 em. There is a mill
stone duor o Lhe beginning of the hranch gallery to Lhe
NW. But there ie no passage or settlement protecied by
this doer. Il i3 assumed that these northern galleries
wora not digued. The ceiling of the final 50 m seclion ol
the main tunnel is V-shaped, & feature that has never
been seen in any other undergreund city befora.

ALl WOUKTEIN UNTERGROURD CITY
13 Ak, Kayean, Turey

A, Tama (0, 2114}

ngl 330 M

Fig. 2. A1 Mountsin Undarground City (deawing A, Yamag),
Fiy. 2 cittd sofferranea del Monte A (elaborazions A, Yemag).
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CATALIN UNDERGROUND CITY
Bahceli, Gesi, Kaysari, Turkey
E. Tok {March 2014)
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Fig. 3: Catalin Underground Cily {drawing E, Tak),
Fig. 3 citta sofferranaa df Cafalln felsborazione E Tok)

Catalin Underground City

Thiz underground city iz loeated on ihe sstern
(zesl provinee of Kaveeri, al the western wall of
Degirmenderesi Valley, built ag thres floors in a very
narrow area. Tho total structural ares of the thres
floore of the undergrovmd cily is 821 m®, with 18
roama in the strueture. A millslune door used to olose
the tunncl onthe W side of second chamber is af the
entrance. On the castern seclion, a branch tunnel
waz left incompleted, apparently reaching the upper
floor. Within the same section, at the lower (loor,
two grand chambers which ¢an be reached aller a
millstone door are interesting strictural features ol
this underground cily. Hspecially, the deepest and
final room with the messurcs 5x2 m has a barral
vault roof with a rarely seen archilecture. It is nof
possible to estimate the consiruclivo date of the
sbructure but we can zay that Lhe enirances woro

a4

used as scttlomenta after the construetion. The
mzin structure was probably established to proluct
asmall number of people againsl local raide (Fig, 1)

Penzikli Underground City

This uanderground cily is lveated on the opposie
of Catalin Underground City, ac the E slope of the
asnme valley; it has 4 rarrow entrance which has
been opened laler Fenzikli Undsrground City iz
dillferent from its neighbor underground city, and
[emn all others sureeved in Kayserd, Following the
14 m-lung corridor after the entrance, we found 22
rogins on two storeve. Meat rooms are facing two
separaly large chambers and some sidewalls were
broken to extend rhe roomsz but never used later.
With broken sidewalls and rew cotnechivns established,
thiz underground sity has a mase-like plan, with a total
area of 725 m,
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SWALLOW WALLEY UNDERGROUND CITY
Hisarcik, Kayseri
E. Tk (Apr 2014)
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i, 4 Swallow Valley Underground Cily {drawing E. Tek).
iy, 4

Fi, 4: citts sotterranies della Valie dolta Rending (slzborazione

Swallow Valley Underground City

This underground city named as Asarkava in
YorukoaLo 1990 and Do el al 2012, is located on
the Toad from Kayaeri to Mount Argens, by the slope
which faces the Swallow Valley. 1t is a five-sloreye Tock
sobllement wilh a total lengeh of 505 m and -54 m deep.
[l main features ave the five floors vertically carved

E. Tok).

on & rock wall, and its opening loward the valley The
despest gallery after the fifth stovey, which iz 2ssumed
to reach the valley floar, is clogged.

The lack of defemsive doors and the existence of
windows direclly opening to the valley let ug assume
that the structure was oot builf for defensive purposes,
bt for settlement. However, structural characteristie

45
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Stone walls on top of the cliff can be sean on the uppar right
cormer (phots A Yamac).

Fig. 5 varsapfe E5f detla oitta sollerames n® 1 dells Valle di
Cedare, Nellangole fn allo a desle dells falesis song wisibil
te mura i piefra [fofo A Yainag).

like an entrance reachable through a very steep slope,
avery large chamber Oikely publie) at the fivet storey,
the existenee of 6 different rooms in the chamber of
the sceond storoy, show that this structure is quile
different frem the many rock settlements in Eayseri
iFig, 4,

Otedere Valley Underground City no. 1
This structure is probably one of the most intoresting
underground struclures of Kayseri, Tt has many

windowed chambers on ils steep rock side which
irontages Otedere Valley, and shows & 4-5 m-high
stone wall en both sides towards the slope. Along
with the tunnels and millstone doorz, thoze high
stone walls on the slope make us assume that the
structnre was tranaformad into & cliff dwelling from
an nnderground zettlemont (Figs. & and 6.

There are two tunnels frem the entrance room,
The F tunnoel is blocked by debris after 3 m. At
the enleanes of the W tunnel, chere ig a huge in
sitn millalone door (1.52 m in diameter and 42
cm thick). The main gallery suddenly ends 40 m
below, On the olher hand, a small braneh of Lhis
gallery reacheg a chamber with windows fronling
Otedere Valley, and then an underground chamber
(gize 14x8 m) Ancther tunnel that goes from W of
thiz chamber reaches another ehamber at the Lop
gturey. The frontage of this is completely open o
Oiedere Valley, With ite interesting architcoture
this glroeture ie cifferent from all the undergronnd
cibliez known. Even though itz chamhbers with
wide windows fronting the valley malkes us think
thisl  this is a roek scttlement, underground
parrages protected by millstone doorz and a large
underground chamber supported by pillarg make
the structure architecturally a very dilferenl hiding
place, Looking as a whole, we can Lhink that this
underground city began to be dug bul was later
left agide and then, after a cerlain Lime, seme of its
parts were used a8 seftlements.

OTEDERE VALLEY UNDERGROUMND CITY NO 1
Belagasl, Gosi, Ravser, TURKEY
A Yamac (Ao 20740

LOANER FLLHD =4

=AML E LR

E (] A —

!
% ‘:un = _./ﬁ"\
& /:}— S
e 2 &
e Hr o
= v/
Lvsiuisd
Sy

Fig. G: Ctedere Valley Undergroune City Mo 1 (drawing A Yamac),
Mo, 87 cifta solferranea n* 1 dolls Valle di Oleders (elaborozione A Yamag).
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BELAGAS!I UNDERGROUND CITY KO 1
Relegs, Gaail, Kayaar, Turkay
F ok ure 20443
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Fig. 7: Belagasi Underground City Mo 1 {drawing E. Tok)
Fig. T: cita sofferranea n® 1 of Balagasi (siahorazions £ Tok)

Otedere Valley Underground City no. 2

Entrance to this underground city ig through a tunnsl
Inentod at the 8 wall of a rocl dwelling house, Ab theend
of the turmel there {3 a 622 m size chamber; followed by
an it sebee milletone door, Bafore this chamber, the tunnel
develops to the E by straight enrved stairs for 13 meters
on a 30 slope. With this landing ending at a crossroads,
G meters belew the entrance floor iz veached. Ilere, three
different lunnels bring to thres chambers, The NW and
the 8K chambers have a plain architeetnre; the weatern
gide lias @ grand chamber reached by a short stair
cantaining a clogged communivelion hole and a tunnel
atuek By dehriz after 8 meters. The existence of eloggad
commitnication hole on the ceiling mighl prove that
there is annther ronm on the upper starey, Even though
there are two underground cities, thece s oo pemnant of
an amcient settloment in this 2 km-lung vallex

Belagasi Village Underground Cities no. | and 2

On Lhe nurihern opening of the Dtedera Valley, 10 km
from Keyserl, we can see this cave dwelling village
which is an ghandoned old Armenian village. Two of
the rock selilements in the village are eonnected to
two different underground cities. These two striuetures
weres buill for delensive purpeses, and they both have
millgtomes at the encrances, Belagasi U ndergrouwnd City
no. | can he reached from the slope where the village
is Ineated. This first vnderground cily, 10 m E of the

waler channel of the village, is accessed through an in
situ millstone door. The Lunnel develops for 42 m, is 70-
&0 em wide and 90 cm high, The defensive settloment
showe 5 considerable sicuciural change after this
long tonnel, opening in o large chamber Aller this
rop, there are two other chambers, both facing the
Oledere Valley: The structure hehind these chambers i3
astonighing: on both the sides of a 3 m-long corridor,
there are 24 amall rooms (Fig. 7).

T'he main tunnel of Belagasi Underground City mo, 2
begine frem Lhe baek wall of & rock house 40 m away
from the first underground cily. The entrance s
protected by a stone door and connected to countless
chembers, Structurslly different fvom the first one,
thase chambers arc carved on top of each other, logaved
at both sides of the tunnel, Belagasi Underground City
na. 2 hns a tetal of 52 small chambers and living areas,
the highest number for ell the known wnderpround
cities of Turkey

Belegusi Vilage and those two underground cities
are at Lhe entrance of Otedere Valley, which has two
more underground cites, explained ahove, These four
underground ¢ities in & small distance have a total of
128 living spaces, that is nearly five times more then
the total number of houses the village has, Tha reason
that the rasidents of such a small village like Belagasi
busilt forr different undergrownd cilies with 2o many
chambers i3 nnknown.
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DOGANL| UNDERGROLUND CITY
Duagein, Yeaillvser, Keyssr, Iumkey
E. Tok, A o {July 2079<)
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Fig. &: Doganli Undarground City {drawing E Tok, AL Yarmag).
Erg. @ oifte softerransa oi Doganti (elzborezione £. Tok, A. Ya.
macl.

Doganl (40 Steps) Underground City

Doganh Village, located in Lhe Yesilhisar Urovincs
of Kayseri has an underground cily 2 Lkm SE of the
plain, mentioned in various pourees (YorugooLe, 1990;
Grrvaz & Yesoawar, 20081 Thiz underground city
was surveved and mapped by us lor Che st bime, Bks
name (A0 Steps) comes from the ataire earved on the
rucks et the main entrance with 338 of slape, The main
chamber reached after the entrance iz very impresaive:
supported with 15 pillars, is larger than all known
underground chambers of Turkey, with a total aven
pf 510 m® During our research we found a cistorn
within the chamber, still containing 2 m-deop, crystal
elean water which proves the quality of the structure,
Thewe: are twa tinnels on each aide of this chamber,
ane of them separared into branches, is 74 m-long end
then iz clogged. One hranch of this gallery reachss (he
upper storey and 15 eonnected to the surface by a large
chamher All funnel eomnestions that reach the surfacs
have heen defended by millstone doors, There ig also a
zmall chureh inside the soulhern chamber {Fig, 8], This
glant underground eicy, with three dilTerent surface
commections and many clogged galleries, is ¥ km from

a4

Doganli Village, in the middle of an empty plain, which
mzkes us think Lhal a very old settlement oceupied the
plain, of which no remnanta are left, Thfferent from
many examples in Kayserd, Doganl: Underground City
must have been not used after the construction peried.

Gruzeloz Underground City

Two millstone doars (The largest in Cappadocia) are at
the lower entrance of thiz underground pity, located on
the K slope of Guzeloz Village | Fig, 83 The cave enlrance
nn the 80 m NE of the old zettlement of Village vn the
slope is not the original entrance of the underground
city, that 15, on the other band, represenled by the
back wall of a rock earved house on the pock walls,
The double tunnel following lower entrance room is
architecturally very interesting, One of Lhe lunnels is
protecled by huge millstone doors; eontinuing o the
SW, and most probably to the village helow the slope, it
18 clogged aller u short distance.

The olher tunnel continues for 42 mefers with hags
dimenzivas (4 m wide, 2 m high) which are gheosmmon
ampng bhe tunnels of the other undorground citias,
Near Lo Lhe end of this wide tonmel o shaft with a
height of § metera reaches to upper #tovey: All storages
and rooms of Guzeloz Underground City ave located in
the upper starey, whera thers are seven rooma o which
ifive are possibly used as storages (Fig. 100

Conclugions

There are tene of undereround eivies dug into (he
miffacens rock in Kayeerl, the capital of andque
Cappadocia. Different [rum ils neighbor Urgup-
Goreme, these underground ecides are not well
known and no research has ever been conducted
se far. With this projecl, many cave dwellings and

Fig. 9: millstone Gogr st the lower entrance of Guzalaz Under-
graung Gity (photo A Yamag),

Fig. 8: perta-macing eliingrosss mioriore doila CRM Sotforra-
nge of Guzeloz (foto A Yamag),
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GUZELOZ UNDERGROUND CITY

Guzeloz, Yesilhisar, Kayseri, Turkey

E. Tok {June 2014]

Upper
Entrance -7

Lower
Entrance

o'mag

Fig. 10 Guzeloz Undergraund City (drawing E. Tok)
Fig. 160 afftd solierranea of Guzeloz fefaboraziong E, Tok),

several underground cities were surveyed, and here
deseribed in a comprehensive way, [n addition to the 11
wnderground sities, we had been informed that there
arp gt least 19 more in the province, We hope that,
within this project, at least sume of those historical
heritages will be cleancd, excavaled and protected,
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TEE GEOLOGY

The area (fig. 1) lies in Central Anatolian Voleanic
Provines (CAVP) [t 15 one of the most important volea-
nic arear of Turkey

It continued through the converging of the Arabian
and Burasian plates during the Middle Miocene period,
15-11.56 millicn yeare ago and deweloped the post clash
regimesafter the Upper Mioeens period. Thiz continen-
tal elagh brought shorterdng aned thickening together
with the north -south compresson regime that is going
on today in Eastern Anatolia.

The thickness of the Bastern Anatolia Crust iz about
45-50 lkm. At the end of the clash, the Anatolian block
moved to the west through the two strike =lip faults.

Thismoverment that pulled apart the bagn and reverss
faults, 15 the ha=ic reason of the inner deformation
within the Anatolian block (Alzor 82y et al., 2004 ).

& wide soale volzaniam was formed in Aratolia from
the Neogene to Ehaternary pericds a8z a result of the
convergence of plates and continental clash.

The mountaine of Erciyes, Develi, Haman, Melendiz,
Kechoyunduran and Gollu eontinued their activities
from 2.5 million years tll 10,000 years before today.
Thiz wlearie activity in the region piled up hundreds
meters thick voleanic buff and igrimbrite to the area
around Agirnas Village. )

Thiz moft rock was dug by people in the region and fos-
tered the developrent of a troglodyte civilization.
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Fig. 1 - Location map showing Agirnas Yillage (drawing: A Yamac).
Fig. 1 - Mappa con fubicazione del Villaggio o Agirnas (grafica; A Yamad),
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THE VILLAGE

The aldest buildingsin Agirnas Village that exizt today
are dated to 18% and 15% centuries and the estahlish-
ment date of the village 17 not known, Agios Prokopios
Chuirch, located ab the novth of willage and in the bor-
der of old settlerments and rew buildings, was built in
1857, On the other hand, there were 55 Christian and
3 Mudlira families in Agirnas Village sccording to the
population and tax records of Cthoman Empirein 1500
when Sinan the Architect used to live in the willage.
In 1820, these nunbers have changed as 72 Christian
and 2 Muslim families (Inear, 1888). It 1= almost cer-
tain that the housss of these familiss, et like Binan
the Architect'z, were aligned to the northern front of
the valley within two streetr. Asthe years have passed,
religious converaons and migrations were accelerated
and, in 1834 cenmaz, 145 Muslim and 28 Christian fa-
milier were determined in the wllage (CouerT, 2008).
Agirnas Village expand towards the north and nor-
theszt in parallel with the increasing population in
recent years. Today, all the =outhern willage houses,
induding Sinan the Architect’s, were included to First
Grade of Protection by the Mir stry of Culture and
Tourizms.
Even though it is known that the olde® houpes of
Agirnas Village are this front row facing the walley,
there are tenz of eave dwellings in Alkbin Valley, 00
meters west of the wllage (fig. 2). It is thought that
mme of thess structures, digged in the walls of the val-
ey btk oonbin e fopin Aienes o Combo W e B
3 lem; were built as Roman rock graves. But, it 1= not
posmble to determine the date and aim of the ariginal
dwell 1'11&'3 due to thelr continuous u=age for centuries
by re-designing and the destrustion canssd by the ero-
slons on the 'aallegr walls [ComerT, 2008).
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the willage.

THE ARCHITECT

Aecording to his contemporary biographer and friend,
Mustafa Sa Celebi, Sinan the Architect was born in
1488 at Agirnas (Amr & Crang, 2008; Nzaroaur, 20100,
He war born either an Armenian or & Cappadocian
Ciresk. Az the written order of Bultan Zelim I, whi-
ch dates to 1673 and grants Sinan’s requert to forgl-
ve and gpare his relatives from the exile to the island
of Cymrusis bhe most conerete resouree about Sinan’s
family; the namer of hi= two relatives written in this
order are far away to prove an ethric origin (Gunay,
2008; Meoroguy, 2010).

ltieknown that Binan was induded to the Cttomsn ar-
myin 1612 asadmshime He was rent from Agirnasto
Istankul in this year and probably never turned back.
But, we can assume that he wazin a relation with his
village and hir relatives, a= he requested Sultan Selim
Il ok to meand his relatives to Cyprus,

In the first & years he spent in [stanbul; Sinan recei-
ved a military training and it i thought that he par-
ticipated in Fhodes eampaign of Sultan Zelim [. After
the death of thiz sultan, it iz certainly known that he
war with Sultan Buleiman in the Belgrade Sege and
Battle of Mohacs. Even though he did not receive too
much training, his crestivity and enginesring =killsin
the military campaigns he participated until 1535 has
atiracted attention. In 1538, Binan held the pomtion of
chief architect, which meant being the overaser of all
construstion worlk of the Chboman Emp‘ira, for rJ.EIEII‘l}'
28] Fear e Sinan 182 =ai1d to hawe constructed or Fuper-
wiped nearly 400 buildings, 186 of which &ill surwive.
Secording to the official listof his worksin Toskrat-al-
Abnzya (A & CRANE, 2008) he planned and supervi-
md the construction of 82 mosgues, 52 mnall mosgques,
55 hhecllugy achioole, T echoolz, 20 mauscleums, 17T pu-
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Fig. 2 - Google Earth view of Agirmas Vilage and the sunounding area, showing Skbin Valley and two other underground cities in

Fiy. 2 - Panoramica da Google Earth del Villegoio of Agimas o dellarsa circogtante con la Valle df Akbin & abr due villagol con

Cita Softeranse,
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blie kitehens, § hospitals, 8 egueduets, 10 kridges, 20
caravanseral s, 96 palaces and mansons, B vaults and
48 bathe. Thiz is the biggest number of buildings con-
structed by a sngle architect in the world until today.
The bridge he had built on Drina River in Vissgrad /
Bomia iz nowa UNE200 World Heritage Site.

Within the age of 0, Sinan had complsted the
Buleymariye Moague in latanbul (fig, 31

This building, stuated on one of the hillz of Iganbul
facing the Colden Hornoand built in the name of
Suleiman the Magnificent, iz one of the symbolie mo-
nurmentsof Cttoman Empire. After this work, Selimiye
Mozgue that he had built in Edirne, in the name of
Bultan Selim 11, tethe most outstanding example of the
level of achievement reached by him.

Biren completed this momgjue when he waz B years
ald and reached hiz artiztie pesk with the demgn, ar-
chitecture, tile decorationzard stone workmanship di-
splayed at thiz mosgue (Kueaw, 2011), He died 1n 1588
and waz buried in lstanbul, in a anall tomb of kisown
desgn just outmide the wallz of Buleymaniye Mosgue
and acrozs & strest named 'Mimar Sinan Ceddes® in
his honor,

Mran left five different aubnbiugraphiaal accountathat
proside detailz of his life and works. Bazed on informa-
tion dictated by him to his friend Mustafa S= Celeh
shortly before his death, these accounts gives detailed
information about izlife and hus hu.i]dings. Inaddition
to thess autobiographical anurces, the references about
him are sountless. For a comprehensive lish of referen-
cEE We BUEgEsh Iapanoonr, 1888 and Muramme, 2011.

Tae UspErcroUND CITY

Chtornan land reg sters havwe doomnented that Sinan
the Architest’s house 1n Agirmsbelnnged to iz famﬂ}r
Lfig. 4). The restorstion and environmental planmng of
this house warsconducted by & team under the leader-
ahip of Prof. Metin Sozen between the years A00B2008
(Sozew, 2004,

Fig. 3 - A rminiatee of Mimar Sinan (on the left comer) super-
wising the construction of Sultan Suleiman's tomb, fram Seyyid
Lokman's Tarih-i Sultan Suleyrman (& 1579) (Meceocwy, 2010,
p. 17}

Fig 3 - Mifsturs o Mimar Sinah (nalfangolo & sihistes) raffic
Qurato mentie sipervisions la coslruzione della Tomba & Suw-
letrnan, da Seyyid Loleman's Tavih-f Sultan Sulsyman [c. 1679
{Mecwpaswy, 2000, p. 17}

Fig. 4 - Enfrznce to the courlyard of Mimar Sinan's museum-
house (phato A E. Keskin).

Fig. 4 - Uingresso af cortile dells casa-rmuaeo o Mirsr Sinan
{foto A E Keskin),

& part of the underground buldings under this house
har been cleansd, Drg&mima:l and DjjBnEld to vimtb dur'ing
thes work.,. With thas nrgarli:sai:iun, it was understood
that the underground cty did not only cover under
Binan the Architest’s houss, but that all the old houa-
AEE N Ag‘ir'rmswam conrected to each other wia under-
ground sructures ara cobweh.

Manr house owners have shut down the cormection
tunnels by bl ding mason wall s bo prevert reaching to
their houeses from Lmderground.

The underground complex below Binan the Architect’s
house is soread to & total area of 1850 square meters
in double storey (fug. 5.

An some of the interconnections hawe been cancelled,
we see four different underground struchires below
Binan's house today but it is ohvious that they were
one sngle shructure.

Un the other hand, the continuation of the first and
fourth underground structures below the neighboa-
ring houser and the different exite to the marface pro-
wvea that the com plex wnderground sructure in Agirnas
Village dates from centuries ago.

The existence of four mill fone doors, three of them n
mize, within the fourth underground structure makesit
chanous that the strusture, at least for 2 cerbain pericd,
war built for protechive purposes (Hge. Band 7).
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But, a5 the defennave concerne were overcome by time,
these undergrourd structures have suffered structural
change. Asaresult, todaythere are four separate under-
ground srustures within Mimar Sinan Underground
City Complex.

The fir st underground structure right next to the mua-
seurs house can ke reached through a big room whoss
ceiling is supported by stone vaults,

There big underground room with a barrel vault roof

which iz very comtnon in many places of thiz bulding

MIMAR SINAN UNDERGROUND CITY

Agimas - Kaysen - Turkey
Survey: E. Tok. E. Gilll, C. Cankinli, A. Yamac (Feb. 2015)

Enfrance to 1
Underground
Structure

2.Undd Sir.

Upper Chambser

o'mag

Fig. & - Wap of Mimar Sinan Underground City Complex (survey: E Tok, E Gilli, €. Cankind A Yamad).
Fig. 5 - Planimelria del Complesso dells Citle Sotlerranes reslizzats da Mimsr Sinan (rievo; E Tok, E. G, C. Cankunld, A,

Varmec).

Fig. 6- First mill gtone door aflerthe entrance of 4 Underground
Structure (Phota C. Cankirili).

Fig. 6 - Prima ports macing dopo lingresso nel punto 4 dells
mappa difig, 8 ffoto C. Canlari)

ard aleo, below many houses of Agirnas Village, 1=
probably the oldest strustural demgn of the willage, as
mentioned in Bozew, 1868 (fig. B).

Thia first underground settlement continues to the
eazt with different rooms and under the neighbouring
houses as it can be asen in the plan (figs, Band 10).
Becond urdergrournd structure is ingde the main bodl-
dingand is resched from the below of stairs going up. It
isa amall storage area who s both eonneetions to other
neighboring underground sirusiures are elossd with
ghone masmnry. The holes in the ground of thiz small
srusture’s main room for the placement of jars show
ue the main aim of thisg balding (fig. 11).
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Cin the mde of the main butlding, & third underground
structure reached through a narrow alley (fig. 12) 1=
another independent storage area.

Although it iz possble that this bullding could be a li-
ving area connected with other underground structu-
rers, it ean be meen that it has lost thiz funstion centu-

Fig. 7 - Second mill stone door in 4 of Underground Siructure
(Phato & £ Kaskin),

Fig. T - Seconds porta macing dallingresso del punto 4 dellz
Heutturs sotterranes (folo A £ Keskn),

Fig. 8- Third chamber of 1. Underground Structure with 3 bar-
red v aut roof. The farthest vault is an original 15, century struc-
ture, teo front ones are contemporary restorations (Photo C,
Cankirili).

Fig. 8- Panorammica della lerza carmera del punto 1 della st
ture solterranea con Ja volla @ bote. Sullo sfondo é ancors
prasente la volts ongiale nsalente al XV secob, mentre fs
pante anteriore risale 3 un restaurn comtemporaneo (folo C,
Crankani

ries ago and started to be used as storage.

The largest and the most important one of all the un-
dergrourd steuctires below Sinan's houseiz the fourth
shructure,

Thizurderground struchure’sentrance is by the end of
the eene alley mentioned above (fig. 13).

Fig. 9 - & =mall second floor room seen from the sei-collap-
sed roof holes in the depth of 1 Underground Structure (Photo
. Cankiill).

Fig. 9 - Una prccols stanza af secondo piano wisto dal fort del
tetto semi-croflata i fondo al aito 1 della Sruffura sotterranes
{fata G Cankini,

Fig. 10 - Anether small secand floor room of 1 Underground
Structure (Photo C. Canlanili},

Fig. 70 - Uri altra picola stanzs slseconde piano del sito 7 dot-
Iz shrultura sotterranea (folo C. Cankiill)



Fig. 11 - Starage ares of 2. Underground Strocture. Stone wall
closing the connection to other parts can ba seen on the left
side of photo (Photo A E Keskin).

Fig. 11 - Area of soccaggo del sto n 2 defla stutiurg soffer
ranea. Sullsto sinisro deliz iolo & rota fz parste of pietra che
chivde i collegamento con glf 3l srmbient: (folo A.E. Kestun).

Towards the aouth of this entrance, in a chamber with
a barrel vault roof, there are furnacss which are con=-
dered to ke an iron foundry (fig: 140,

After thiz atelier, the underground structure continues
to east and exite the front street after passing infde a
houre. The strusture is construstad as double sHorey
until this part and eleaned and opened to tourian (fig.
141

After this fouristic ssction, it continues to the under-
neath of other housss with 2 narrow connection.
Those following parts of the underground city are not
cleaned yet (fig. 16) and, more interestingly =ome of
them are #till used by the inhabitants of neighbor hou-

=
The last gallery reaching to east iz dogged with debris,
and another mill stone door emphasizes the firet con-
struction aim of the structure.

ClonoLn mon

Miraar Binan Underground City is very important; not
only because it 1z underneath the house of the grand
architect of the Ottoman Empire, but alzo because it
hag a documented oecupancy for at least 500 years.

Fig. 12 - Marrow alley on the south of main building, reaching
to 3 and 4 underground structures. Entrance 1o 4. Underground
Structure i onthe back (Photo C. Cankrili)

Flg, 12 - Lo sheetto wicolo, & sud dellfedificlo princinale; che con-
sane faccessn & punli J e 4 dells nthira sotteranes. Uac-
cess al punto 4 aftrova sulretro (folo ©. Cankirid).

Fig. 13 - Main chamber of 4 Underground Structure with a bar-
rel wault roof (Phato © Cankinil] .

Fig. 13 - La Carnera prncipale delpunto 4 della struthura solter-
ranes conla volts a botte [foto ©. Canlkint).

The posability to track the architectural changes of
thiz building, which wazoriginally eonstructed for pro-
tection and then trandformed for cecupancy or Sorage
within the eenturies, gives uz 2 chanee to ochesrve the
architectural transformation of an underground city
We muveyed two other underground eities at Agirnas,
whichare very near to Mimar Sinan Underground Gty
In the future, we believe and hope that, by opening all
the cormestions and making 2 general arrangement,
thiz “underground village complex” will gain an inter-
national fame.

CmEpa froama 1 -9016 45



46

Cerrafonges 1- 2015

Fig. 14 - Iron foundry atelier in 4 Unaerg rounsd Structure [Fhoto
AE. Kaskin,

Fig. 14 - Farrtania per  fara nal punio 4 delfa strofiura soliee
jarsa (folo A E Heskin)

Fig. 1§ - One of the abandonsd rooms in the last par of £
Underground Structure with debris frem the roof [Fhoto &
Yarrac)

Fly. 78 - Uns dalia cemars ahbsndanate nelluitime pans dal
Fig. 1% - Asmgali second floor room in 4 Underground Stucture seifors 4 dells slruftirs soffevrenes con debill cadidl dal latte
{Phot A E. Keskin). {fols A Yamas)

Fig. 15 - Ficcoie sfanza al secandn plans del punto 4 defa

siratlurs seltaranea (folo ALE. Keslin),

ApJerreriplored g piviered

A ther rcnbers ol OBRTUE Cave Roscewreh Group, we ek pross our pralilode o Prol Ceoaoon Cesey Fayserl Coordinalor
of CEEUL Toundalion, This projest sod roscarel eould not b coalizad withool his dedicatod ablibode uod cxliaoedi-
ey clforis,
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Ek 8: Proje Kapsaminda Caligilmasi Planlanan Diger Yapilar:

Yesilhisar, Erdemli K6yt kaya yerlesimleri

Ye§11hlsar Keslik Koyu kaya yerlesimleri

Yesilhisar, Soganl Koyt kaya yerlesimleri

Yesilhisar, Guzeloz Koyu kaya yerlesimleri

Gesi, Guney Mahallesi vadisindeki kaya yerlesimleri
Mancusun Koyu (Yesilyurt Mahallesi) kaya yerlesimlert
Kocasinan, Yuvali K6yt kaya yerlesimlert

Melikgazi, Zincidere Harman Yeri yeraltt sehri
Melikgazi, Endurlik (Yorikoglu) kaya yerlesimleri
Melikgazi merkezinde Mustafabey Mah. Yeralt1 sehri
Melikgazi, Kayapul Mevkii kaya yerlesimleri

Hacilar Lifos Dagi kaya yerlesimleri

Argincik kaya yerlesimi

Damlamac1 I. ve 1I. yeralt: sehirleri

Bayramhact K6yt kaya yerlesimleri

Yuvali Koy kaya yerlesimleri

Incesu Killit Kéyh kaya yerlesimleri

Binyan Kayabast kaya yerlesimleri

Biinyan merkezde yeraltt sehri

Erkilet Akin, Kizik ve Cevril koyleri kaya yerlesimleri
Agirnas, Eski Turan (Dimitri) Koyt kaya yerlesimi
Agirnas, Bagpinar (Isbidin) Koyt kaya yerlesimi
Agirnas, Derindere Koyt kaya yerlesimi

Agirnas, Golgebagt Mev. kaya yerlesimi

Agirnas, Sigiryatagt Mev. kaya yerlesimi

Buringuz yeralt sehri

Develi, Gazi Kasabasi yeralt: sehri

Deveh Sahmelik Vadisi

Deveh Oksenek Vadisi

Deveh Oksiit Koyt kaya yerlesimleri

Deveh Aysepinar Koyu kaya yerlesimleri

Deveh Comakli Koyt glineyinde yeraltt sehri
Deveh Incesu kaya yerlesimi

Deveh Kulpak Koyt kaya yerlesimleri
Ozvatan-Amarat Kasabalari yakinlarinda Zirha Kalesi Yeraltt Sehri
Tomarza, Saraycik ve Siimengen daglarinda yeralt1 yapilari
Tomarza Dadaloglu Yeraltt Sehri

Incesu, Aksu Baglar1 Mevkii kaya yerlesimleri









