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AMAC

26 Ekim 2014 tarthinde yayimlanan “Birinci Ara Rapor”’da ve 4 Ekim 2015
tarihinde yayimlanan “Tkinci Ara Rapor”da da belirttigimiz gibi; bu projenin
temel amaci, Kayseri ilinde bulunan ve bu bolgenin tarihsel gegmisi ve kultura
icin son derece 6nemli olan, 6te yandan, kacak kazilarla veya artarak devam
eden insaatlarla hizla yok edilen antik kaya yerlesimlerinin ve yeralt: yapilarinin
daha fazla gecikmeden arastirilmasi, belgelenmesi, haritalanmasi ve kapsamlt
bir envanterinin hazirlanmasidir.

Her ne kadar giinimizde “Kapadokya” olarak Goreme civart bilinse de, an-
tik caglarda Kapadokya’nin baskenti bugiin Kayseri, yani antik Caeserae seh-
ri id1. Bugtnki turisttk Kapadokya’nin 70 km dogusunda bulunan Kayseri
ginimiizden 10 milyon yil 6nce baslayan yogun volkanik aktiviteden aynen
komsusu gibi etkilenmisti. Bu donemde puskiirmeye baslayan ve sadece bu
bolgedeki sayilart 70 civarinda olan kiiciik — biiytik bircok yanardag Kayseri ve
civarina yer yer 200 metre kalinliga ulagsan tif ve ignimbrit yigmuslardi. Nevse-
hir [l’'nde oldugu gibi, Kayseri civarinda da bu volkanik tiif yérede yasayan
insanlar tarafindan kazilmis, kayalarin icine meskenler, kiliseler ve korunma
amacl yeralt: sehirleri insa edilmisti.

Ote yandan; Urgiip - Géreme gibi Kapadokya’nin daha cok bilinen turistik
yorelerinden farkli olarak Kayseri’nin kaya yapilart ve yeraltt sehirleri daha 6nce
arastirdmamistir. Halbuki, bu bolgede bulunan kaya ve yeralt1 yerlesimlerinin
buytik bir kismi mimari acidan Kapadokya’nin diger kisimlariyla rekabet ede-
bilecek kalite ve gtizelliktedir.

Kiliseleri hari¢ tutarsak, kayalara oyulmus bu yapilarin tarthini tespit ede-
bilmek hentiz mimkiin degildir. Savunma yapilarinin ve yeraltt sehirlerinin
MS. 7 ila 11. ytizyillar arasinda kazildigr distniilmekte ise de bu tarihler arke-
olojik olarak hentiz ispatlanmis degildir. Ote yandan; mesken, ahir, agil, depo
gibi kaya oyma yapilar gecen ylizyillar boyunca kesintisiz olarak kullanilmalar
dolayistyla hicbir sekilde tarthlenememektedir.

Tarafimizdan yapilan calisma; temel olarak, Kayseri ilinde bulunan tim bu
tarihsel ve arkeolojik kaya ve yeralti yapilarinin tespit edilmesi, 6l¢iilmesi, hari-
talanmasi ve ylizey haritasi tizerine vektorel olarak islenmesinin yanisira detaylt
olarak tanimlanmasdir.

Bu calismanin; raporlarimizda bahsi gecen tiim bu yapilar icinde hentiz tescil
edilmemislerin de tescil edilerek daha kapsamli bir sekilde korunmasi, 6nemli
yapilara farkli fonksiyonlar saglanarak degerlendirilmeleri ve bu sekilde ge-
lecek kusaklara kazandirilmalari icin bir baslangic olmasini diliyoruz.



GIRIS

Turkiye’nin en uzun ve en derin magaralarinda c¢alisan az sayida magaracinin
bir araya geldigi grubumuz, bu faaliyetlerinin yanisira uzun soluklu yeralt:
yapilari projeleriyle de taninmustr.

Yeralt1 yapilarina yonelik ¢alismalarimizin ilki, Dr. Cigdem Aygln yoneti-
mindeki bir proje kapsaminda Ayasofya ve Topkapi1 Saray1 yeraltt yapilarinin
arastirilmast, 6l¢ulip haritalanmasi projesi idi. Buytk tarihsel 6neme sahip bu
yapilarin, uzman magaracilar tarafindan yapiya hicbir zarar vermeksizin ve yer
yer dikey magaracilik teknikleri de kullanilarak arastirilmasi agisindan bu galis-
ma 6nemli bir donum noktast olarak kabul edilebilir. Bu proje kapsaminda Is-
tanbul’un ““Tarihi Yarimada” olarak bilinen bélgesinde 32 sarnig 6l¢tlip har-
italanmis ve, cogu Ayasofya altinda, toplam uzunlugu 2.000 m’ye ulasan tiinel
ve kanal kesfedilip arastirilmustir.

Bu proje ve ardindan, Hasankeyf yeralt1 yapilarinda sturdirdugumuz diger bir
calisma iki ayr1 kongrede teblig olarak sunuldu ve ATLAS Dergisi’nin farkls
sayllarinda yayimlandi.

Ocak 2012 tarihinde CEKUL Vakfi ve Gaziantep Biiytiksehir Belediyesi ile
birlikte Gaziantep’te yeraltt yapilarinin arastirtlmasi, haritalanmasi ve envant-
erlenmesi projesine baslanilmistir. Yaklasik bir yil stiren bu ¢alisma sirasinda
Gaziantep sehrinin icinde ve yakin civarinda 46 yeraltt yapisi arastirilmistir. Bu
calisma strasinda 90.000 m* yuzolcimiine sahip Asti Mezarlik Magaralart gibi
cok onemli yeraltt yapilarinin yanisira, Gaziantep icin tarthsel degeri buytk
olan su kanallari ve kastel denilen yeralti su kullanim mekanlar1 detaylt bir
sekilde ol¢tlmis, haritalanmis ve envanterlenmistir. Tim bu yeralt: yapilarinin
korunmast ve restorasyonu ile ilgili calismalara destegimiz halen de stirmekte-
dir.

Bu calismalar devam ederken Urfa batisinda, Halfet’den Gtumuskaya Koyti'ne
dek Firat Nehri kenarinda yer alan kaya yerlesimlerinin envanterlenmest
projesini de surdirmekte idik. Hala devam etmekte olan bu calisma sirasinda
bolgede yer alan yiizlerce kaya yerlesimi tek tek arastirilmakta, olciilmekte ve
haritalanip envanterlenmektedir.

Bu calismalarimiz sirasinda Nevsehir Miize Mudura Murat Gilyaz’in talebi
tzerinde bu boélgede bulunan Derinkuyu, Mazikoy, Tatlarin, Avanos, Golgoli
ve Aziz Mercurius yeralti sehirlerini de ol¢iip haritaladik.

Yapay magaralarla ilgili tim bu c¢alismalarimiz bir¢ok ulusal ve uluslararasi
kongrede teblig olarak sunuldu ve farkl dergilerde yayimlandi.



KAYSERI YERALTI YAPILARI PROJESI

27-29 Aralik 2013 tarihinde Kayseri sehri ve civarinda yapilan 6n arastirmanin
ardindan CEKUL Vakfi Kayseri Koordinatérii Prof. Osman Ozsoy ve Kay-
sert Buytliksehir Belediyesi ile yapilan goriismeler sonucunda boélgenin yeraltt
yapilarinin arastirtlmasi, ol¢tliip haritalanmast ve envanterlenmesine yonelik
protokol Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi, CEKUL Vakfi ve OBRUK Magara
Arastirma Grubu tarafindan imzalandu.

Imzalanan bu protokolu takiben 25 Ocak 2014 tarihinde bélgede calismaya
baslandi. On arastirmayt da dahil edersek, Haziran 2014 tarihine dek yapilan ilk
altt arastirmanin sonuglart 26 Ekim 2014 tarihinde Kayseri’de yapilan “Tarihi
Kentler Toplantisi’nda katilan tim belediyelere dagitilan “Birinci Ara Rapor”
ile duyuruldu.

Bu rapor, bu alt1 calisma sonucunda Kayseri’de bulunan, arastirilan ve haritala-
nan 14 farkli yeralt1 ve kaya yerlesimini iceriyordu. Bu ¢alismalar sirasinda, daha
once hicbir kaynakta bahsedilmeyen bircok yeni yeralti sehri ve kaya yerlesimi
kesfedilmis, arastirilmis ve haritalanmisti. Ayrica, Kayseri civarindaki vadilerde
bulunan, bir kismi Kiltir ve Turizm Bakanligt koruma kurullar tarafindan
arkeolojik veya kiiltiirel SIT olarak tescil edilmis ama haritalanmamis ve ince-
lenmemis baz1 eski kaya yerlesimleri de arastirilmis ve olciilerek haritalanmaist.
Haziran 2014’ten sonra gerceklestirdigimiz diger bes calismamiz ise temel
olarak Agirnas beldesinde yogunlasti. Bu yerlesimin alt1, kelimenin tam an-
lamiyla, bir yeraltt kompleksi idi. Agirnas’in altinda ve civarinda bulunan bu
yeralti yapilarina ek olarak bu yerlesimin 500 m glineybatisinda, Turan Kéyt’ne
dek uzanan Akbin Vadist’nin duvarlari da kaya yerlesimleri ile dolu idi. 3-6
Temmuz 2015 tarihleri arasinda gergeklestirdigimiz 10. Calisma ile Agirnas ve
civarinda strdirdigimiz arastirmalar tamamlandi. Bu beldede tespit edilen
kaya yerlesimlerini ve yeralt: sehirlerin timiinii iceren “Ikinci Ara Rapor”
umuz 3 Ekim 2015 tarthinde basilarak, ayni tarihte Agirnas’da dizenlenen
“Kentin Ruhunda Mimar Sinan” etkinliginde katilimcilara dagitildi.
Kayseri’'de sturdirdigimuz tim bu calismalarimiz, yurti¢inde ve yurt disin-
da farkl dergilerde yayimlandigr gibi, Mart 2015 tarihinde Roma’da yapilan
HYPOGEA 2015 Uluslararast Yeraltt Yapilart Kongresi’nde iki farkli teblig
ile katilimctlara sunuldu. Tiim bu yayinlarimiz “Ikinci Ara Rapor” un ekinde
mevcuttut.

11. Calisma ile birlikte hem Kaysert’nin gliney ve dogusunda yeralan, arastiril-
mamis bolgeler incelendi hem de, agirlikli olarak Tomarza Ilgesi arastirilmaya
baslandu.



15 Subat 2017 tarihinde Kayseri Buyuksehir Belediye Bagkanit Sn. Mustafa
Celik tarafindan “Kayseri Yeraltt Yapilari Envanteri Projesi” nin sunumuna
davet edildik. Kalabalik bir davetli toplulugunun katildig: bir saatlik bu sunum
strasitnda OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu tarafindan daha 6nce gerceklestir-
ilen yapay magara calismalari ve Kayseri’de tg yildir siirdirmekte oldugumuz
calismalar anlatildi ve bu tiir yeralt1 yapilarinin yurtdisindaki turistik kullanim-
larina ait 6rnekler sunuldu.

Ote yandan; gecen bu siire icinde Belagast / Otedere Vadisi yeraltt yapilart ve
Doganlt Yeralt: Sehri ile ilgili iki farkli makalemiz, yeraltt yapilart konusunda
dinyanin en 6nemli yayint olan Opera Ipogea dergisinde yayimlandi. Dinya
capinda dagitimi olan bu hakemli derginin her iki sayisinin kapaginda da Kay-
ser’’nin bu, hentiz taninmayan yeralt1 yapilarinin fotograflart vard: (Ek. 4 ve 5).
6-10 Mart 2017 tarihlerinde gerceklesen HYPOGEA 2017 Uluslararas: Yeraltt
Yapilart Kongresi’nde Kaysert calismalarimizla ilgili G¢ farkli sunum yaptik. Ek
6 da mevcut bu sunumlarimiz, kongreye katilan dokuz farkl tlkenin yeralts
yapilart uzmanlari tarafindan ilgiyle izlendi.

Bu ¢alismanin basladigr giinden bu yana Kayseri yeraltt yapilariyla ilgili; ikisi
ulusal, Gt uluslararasi dergide makalelerimiz yayinlanmis ve ayrica iki farkl
uluslararasi kongrede toplam bes teblig vermis bulunmaktayiz.

Birinci ve Ikinci Ara Raporlar




UCUNCU ARA RAPOR CALISMALARI

Bu, Ugtincii Ara Rapor’da, daha énceki rapotlarimizin ardindan Kayseri’de
gerceklestirdigimiz yedi farkli calismada arastirilan ve Olgtliip haritalanarak
envanterlenen 13 yeralti sehri ve bir kaya yerlesimi mevcuttur. Raporun ilk
kisminda yer alan ilk alt1 yapt Gest ve Talas ilgelerinde bulunmaktadir. Ardin-
dan gelen sekiz yeralti sehri ise Tomarza ilgesindedir. Bu raporu hazirlamadan
once temel amacimiz Tomarza ilgesindeki tim yeralt: yapilarini arastirip har-
italamak ve bu ilgenin envanterini bu ara raporda tamamlamakti. Bu ilcede-
ki Kuscagiz ve Eski Pusatl yeraltt sehrilerinin 6l¢iim ve haritalanmasinin kis
aylarinda bolgedeki arazi kosullarinin zorlugu dolayistyla gecikmesi Uciincii
Ara Rapor’un hazirlanmasint da geciktirdi.

Ote yandan; tiimiiyle Tomarza’nin yeralti yapilariyla ilgili olan ve MAGMA
Dergisi’nin Haziran 2017 tarihli sayisinda yayimlanan yazimizin bu gecikmeyi
telafi ettigine inantyoruz (Ek 7).

Bu; Ugiincii Ara Rapor’da mevcut 14 yeralti yapisinin hicbiri daha énce bilim-
sel bir calismaya konu olmamis ve ilk defa tarafimizdan arastirilmstir.

Bu yeralt1 yapilart sunlardir:

Avedik Vadisi Kaya Yerlesimleri
Talasira Yeraltt Sehri
Danalik Yeralt1 Sehri
Harman Yeri Yeralti Sehri
Kurukopru Yeraltt Yapist
Gulistan Yeralt1 Sehri
Emirusagt Yeraltt Sehri
Fatinler Ini Yeralt: Sehri
Incili Yeraltt Sehri
Stimengen Yeralti Sehri
Kirkor Mevki Yeralt1 Sehri
Kuscagiz Yeraltt Sehri
Komaur Yeraltt Sehri

Eski Pusatlt Yeralt1 Sehri



AVEDIK VADISI KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Milyonlarca yil 6nce bu bélgede gerceklesen volkanik aktivitenin yer yer birkag
yuz metre kalinliga ulagsan tiif ve ignimbrit yigdigr bilinmektedir. Kayseri seh-
rinin dogusunda ytikselen bu volkanik kayac akarsularla asinarak derin vadiler
olusturmustur. Tumu kuzeydogu — giineybat1 akst tizerinde ve birbirlerine para-
lel olarak siralanmis tim bu vadi duvarlarinda kaya yerlesimleri mevcuttur.

Bu vadileri en kuzeyde yer alani Kiciik Burtungtiz’den Agirnas’a, oradan da
Derevenk’e dek ulaganidir. ‘Akbin Vadist’ ya da ‘Agirnas Vadisi’ olarak bilinen bu
vadide bulunan kaya yerlesimlerinin Agirnas batisinda bulunanlari tarafimizdan
arastirilmis ve ‘Ikinci Ara Rapor’da yayimlanmistt. Ayni vadinin devaminda;
Dimitri (Turan) ve Derevenk yamaclarinda da hentiz arastirilmamis sayisiz antik
kaya yerlesimi mevcuttur.

Bu; en kuzeydeki vadinin giineyinde Guizelkoy ve Nize’den gecip Gesi’ye ulasan
ve Nize Deresi tarafindan asindirilan ikinci bir vadi mevcuttur. Bu vadinin Ge-
si’ye baglt Guney Mahallesi’nde de kaya yerlesimleri mevcuttur.

Bu ikinci vadinin 1,5 km kadar glineybatisinda bulunan tgtncii vadi ise Kay-
abag’dan Gesi’ye uzanan Degirmendere Vadi’sidir. Bu vadideki yeralt: yapilarty-
la ilgili ¢alismalarimizin sonuglart ise ‘Birinci Ara Rapor’da yayimlanmisti.
Degirmendere Vadisi’nin 2 km kadar gineybatisinda yeralan dérdiincii vadi ise
Otedere Vadisi'dir. Bu vadideki yeralt: yapilariyla ilgili calismalarimizin sonuglart
da ‘Birinci Ara Rapor’da yayimlanmusti.

Otedere Vadisi’nin 1,8 km giineybatisinda yeralan besinci vadi ise ‘Avedik Va-
disi” olarak bilinmektedir. Bu vadide bulunan kaya yapilari, kuzeydoguda bu-
lunan diger dort vadinin kaya yapilarina oranla ¢ok daha az sayidadir. Vadi gi-
risine yakin noktada, son dénemde guivercinlik olarak kullanilmis ufak bir kaya
yapist ve bu yapinin 40 m giineydogusundaki yamacta az sayida diger bir yap1
kompleksi mevcuttur. Bu ikinci komplekste kiictik bir kilise ve ti¢ odalt bir yer-
altt savunma yapisinin yanisira ¢c6kmeler ve tahribat dolayisiyla islevleri anlasila-
mayan birka¢ kaya yerlesimi daha bulunmaktadir.



AVEDIK VADISI KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Demokrasi Mahallesi - Talas - Kayseri
Ali Yamag, Simge Duda (Subat 2017)










TALASIRA YERALTI SEHRI

Gest’ye baglt Guizelkoy ile Kayabast koyleri arasinda bulunan ovada yer alan
150 metre capindaki yuvarlak tif kaya platformunun giineydogu kisminin alt1
tumuyle oyulmus ve uzun tiinellerle birbirine baglanan bir savunma yapisi haline
getirilmistir. Yapinin giiney kisminda bulunan bazi odalar kismen ¢oktiikten son-
ra yerleske veya ahir olarak kullanilmis olsalar da, diger kisimlar orijinal form-
larini korumaktadir. Kayaligin kuzey kismi kaya ¢okmeleriyle tamamen tahrip
olmus durumdadir. Bu savunma yapisinin icinde, dordii yerinde olmak tzere,
bes adet tas kapt bulunmaktadir. Diger bir ilging nokta ise, ayni kayaligin giiney
ve dogusunda tiimu soyulmus onlarca antik mezar olmasidur.

& Ali FthiemEeskin
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DANALIK YERALTI SEHRI

Talas ilgesine baglt Comlekei Kéyi’ntin guneyinde, Akdere Mevkii’nde bulu-
nan Danalik Yeraltt Sehri’ne vadi yamacindaki dar bir delikten girilmektedir.
Giristen hemen sonra gozlenen operasyon odast ve tinelin karst duvarindaki
yataga karsilik, burada olmasi gereken tas kapt mevcut degildir. Ttnel, ti¢ buytk
odaya ve bir bagka tas kapiyla korunan tiinelden sonra 30x8 m 6lctilerinde devasa
bir salona agilmaktadir. Salonun kuzeybat: duvarinda iki buytik oda, giineydogu
duvarinda ise birbirine bagli salonlar mevcuttur. Bu salonlarin i¢inde yeralan iki
yapinin kugctk kiliseler oldugu kesindir. Salonun devami, bir diger tas kaps ile
korunan uzun bir tinel sonrasi diger bir odaya ulasmaktadir. Bu odanin dogu
ucunda tirmanilarak ulasilabilen bir baska oda daha mevcuttur. Aynt odanin
batisinda bir ttinel asagiya dogru devam etmekte ve sizan yeraltt sulariyla dolu
bir diger odaya baglanmaktadur.
Bu odanin dogusunda, yarim
daire cizerek devam eden tinelin
devami ise tamamen suyla dolu
oldugu icin takip edilemedi.







HARMAN YERI YERALTI SEHRI

Talas Tlcesi, Harman Mahallesi’nin dogusundaki ufak bir vadide onlarca eski
kayaya oyma yap1 ve bir kilise kalintist mevcuttur. Bu ufak vadinin gliney du-
varinda yeralan bu savunma yapist iki ayr1 kissmdan olusmaktadir: Girisi biytk
kayalarla tikanmis, ortalama 1.5 - 2 m genislikte ve 2 m tavan ytksekligine sahip,
nisbeten genis bir galeri icinde kayalara oyulmus merdivenlerle kivrilarak 32 m
derinlikteki bir sarnica ulasan ana kol ile, bu galerinin bitisiginde kazilmus, tas
kapiyla korunan bir savunma yapisi. Anadolu’da su ana dek kesfedilen onlarca
yeraltt savunma yapist ile karsilastirildiginda Harman Yeri Yeralti Sehri mimari
acidan bilinen en farkli 6rneklerden biridir: 32 m derinlikteki bir yeralt: sarnici-
na inen ana tinel ve bunun etrafina daha sonradan kazilmis bir savunma yapist.
Anadolu’da bulunan bir¢ok yeralti sehrinin kuyular vasitastyla suya ulasimi old-
ugu dusunilince, sarnica uzanan merdivenli genis galerinin daha 6nce kazildigy,
ardindan girisinin kayalarla kapatilip bu sarni¢ ve ona inen tiinelin kazilan savun-
ma yapisina dahil edildigi belirgindir. Hatta, sarnica inen ana galerinin duvar-
larinda yer alan t¢ adet kiicik odanin da daha sonra, sarni¢ savunma yapisi-
na gevrilirken kazildigr da distnilebilir. Kazilma yontemi ve tarihi ne olursa
olsun, bu yapi1 tim Anadolu’da simdiye dek arastirilan en farkli yeraltt savunma
yapilarindan biridir.
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KURUKOPRU YERALTI YAPISI

Talas Ilcesi’ne bagli Kuruképrii Mahallesi ismini bu mahallede, anayolun he-
men yaninda bulunan su kemerlerinden alir. Antik Kayseri’ye tasinan icme
suyunu vadiden gecirmek i¢in insa edilmis bu su kemerinin hem 6ncesinde,
hem de sonrasinda suyun yeraltinda acilmis kanallarla tasindigr distinilmek-
tedir. Her ne kadar, glinimiizde insa edilen yeni yapilar dolayisiyla bu kanallar
tespit edilememisse de, yerel halk yeraltindan uzanan su kanallari hakkinda
bazt soylenceler aktarmaktadur.

Kurukopri Mahallesi’nin dogusunda uzanan bazalt kayalik sadece Kay-
seri’nin degil, belki de tim Turkiye’nin en ilging ve garip yeralt: yapilarindan
birisini barindirmaktadir. Duvardaki ¢6kmiis kayalar arasindaki iki farklr gi-
risten ulasilabilen bu yap1, temel olarak, kuzey-gtiney aksinda 265 metrelik bir
tunelden ibarettir. Duvara paralel olarak uzanan bu tiinelin her iki ucu da ¢6k-
meyle degil, kazma isleminin bitmesiyle sonlanmaktadir. Tlging olan iki nok-
ta; yer yer tunelden doguya, disartya
dogru uzanan bes farklt kol ve bu, ka-
zilarak insa edilmis tinele paralel ikin-
ci bir tiinel daha olmasidir. Doguya,
duvarin disina dogru uzanan bes kol
ve galerinin ¢t tikalidir, sadece iki
koldan iceriye ulagilabilmektedir. Bu
kollarin hicbirinde savunma kapisi
gorillmemistir. Ote yandan, kazilarak
acllmis 265 metre uzunlugunda-
ki yapay tunele paralel devam eden
ikinci tunel darligr dolayistyla 6lgtle-
memistir ama gozlendigi kisimlarin
timinde yapay degil, dogal bir su
kanali gorinimundedir. Bu dogal su
kanali, hem kuzeye hem de guneye
dogru, paralelindeki yapay tiinelden
sonra da devam etmektedir. Dogal
bir su kanalina paralel bir yapay ttinel
kazmanin sebebi ise anlasilamamistir.




KURUKGPRU YERALTI YAPISI
Kuruképri Mah . - Talas - Kayseri

3E°41°08.75", 35°41'31.60 D

Ali Yamac, Ezgi Tok (Ekim 2016









GULISTAN YERALTI SEHRI

Talas Ilcesi, Giilistan Evleri Mahallesi’nde bulunan bu ufak yeraltt sehri, Ali
Dagr’nin gtineydogusunda, sadece birkac evin bulundugu duz bir ovada yer
almaktadir ve yakin civarinda higbir eski yerlesim mevcut degildir. Yeralt1 sehri
uzun ve dar tinellerle tG¢ farkli salona ulagsmaktadir. Bu odalarinin timiinin
girisinde birer operasyon odast olmasina karsin hicbir odada kapi tast mevcut
degildir. Ya bu kap: taslari daha sonraki bir dénemde bulunduklart yerden
ctkarilip baska bir amagla kullanilmis olmali veya kuzeybatiya uzanan ve aniden
kazilmasindan vazgecilen son tiinelde goruldigt gibi, bu yeraltt savunma yapist
kazilmaya baslandiktan sonra insasindan vazgecilmis olmalidir. Kazilan yerin
kaya yapist kapi tast icin uygun degilse - ki Gulistan Yeraltt Sehri’nin oldukca
taneli, yumusak ttifu kapi tast icin fazlasiyla zayif bir kayactir- kapr taslarinin
baska bir ocaktan getirilmesi Kapadokya’da sik¢a rastlanan bir uygulamadir.
Eger insa amaci ortadan kalktiysa Gtlistan Yeraltt Sehri’nin kazist yarim kal-
mis ve kapt taslart da getirilmemis olmalidir. Ugiincii ve son salona baglanan
uc farklt oda mevcuttur. Kuzeybatt odasindan sonra 18 m devam eden tlnelin
kazilmast ansizin bitmektedir.




GULISTAN YERALTI SEHRI
Gulis.an Mah, - Talegs - Kay=egii
38%0'38 5962" K, 25734131700 D
Al Yamag (Subat 2017



EMIRUSAGI YERALTI SEHRI

Tomarza’nin 22 km dogusunda bulunan, eski ismi ile Emirusagi, yeni ismi
Avsar Obast Koéyti’niin i¢inde yeralan bu yeraltt sehri yillar 6nce turizme agil-
maya c¢alisilmis, bir kismina elektrik tesisatt dosenmis, olasilikla hicbir ilgi ol-
mayinca da kaderine terk edilmis olmalidir. Yapi; kéytin yamagtaki sirtinda
bulunan ve girisindeki duvarlari turizme acilirken taslarla 6rilmts bir ana
kapidan sonra ulasilan ve olasilikla eski tavaninin bir kismi ¢6kmts olan, 33 m
capindaki biytik salonun devaminda, kuzey ve giiney yonlerine dogru uzanan
iki ana galeriden ibarettir.

Guneye dogru devam eden genis
galeri yikinti ve molozla doludur. Bu
galeri daha sonra daralarak doguya
donmekte ve timi hafriyatla tikal
dort farkli kola ayrilmaktadir. Bu
denli buytk ve uzun tinellerin
sonunda yer alan ‘son savunma oda-
lar’’ na dek, son derece iyi planlan-
mis bir savunma yapisinda bir tek, o
da yerinde olmayan tas kap1 disinda
hicbir kap1 ve bu kapilarin ¢alismast
icin gerekli ‘operasyon odast’ olma-
mast gariptit.

Aynt salonun kuzeye dogru devam
eden tuneli, giiney tiinelinden daha
uzundur. Bu tunel, yeraltt depolarry-
la dolu bir salondan 13 m sonra ikiye
ayrilmaktadir. Doguya donen tinel
ise 38 m sonra 16 m? lik, kictk bir
odada sonlanmaktadir. Eger uzun
bir tinel sonucunda ulasilan bu oda
bir ‘Son Savunma’ noktast ise, buraya gelene dek hicbir tas kapi, duvarlarda
kap1 safti veya operasyon odast bulunmamast gariptir. Kuzeye dogru devam
eden diger tiinel de, tikali bir kol ve tg silolu bir odanin ardindan sonlanmak-
tadir.
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FATINLER INI YERALTI SEHRI

baglt Sth Barak Koéyi’niin 500 m dogusunda, vadiye bakan
bu ilging yeraltt savunma yapisint ti¢ farklt girisi mevcuttur.
lan, duvarlari nisli buytk yeraltt odasinin kuzey duvarindan
rkaya iki kapt tast ile savunulan tiinel orijinal giris olmalidir.
smt daha ust bir kottadir. Arastirmamiz sirasinda molozla
11 tiinelin de doguya, vadiye dogru devam ettigi distinilecek
kota inmiyorlarsa fazla uzun olamayacaklart agikardir. Yer-
asinda bulunan diger bir girisin de kendine ait bir kapi tag1 ve

avunmak tizere insa edilmis olmasidir. Yedi odalt bu savun-
cut bes kapi taginin dérdu yerindedir ve timiintin birer op-
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INCILI YERALTI SEHRI

Incili Yeralt1 Sehti, Tomarza ilcesinin 10 km kuzeyinde yer alan Incili Kéyi'niin
icinde bulunmaktadir. Ug giris ve iki ¢okiintii ile yerytiziine acilan yeraltt sehri,
¢ ana bolum ve bu bolumleri birbirine baglayan koridorlardan olusmaktadir.
Birinci bolimde iki salon ve bu salonlardan ilkine bagls iki birimden olusmak-
tadir. Buytik genis bir acikliktan girilen magarada ilk asamada goérilen salon
yaklasik olarak 85 m* olup kuzeyinde genis bir ¢okiinti baca yer almaktadir.
Bu ¢okiintiiniin dogusunda bir oda ve batisinda disart ¢tkan bir pasaja bagl
sonu tikali bir koridor ve girinti seklinde bir odacik yer almaktadir. Tkinci sa-
lon ise tavaninda kugiik bir ¢okuntii bulunan genis bir acikliktir. Bu salona
baglt kotidor magaranin ikinci kismina ulagmaktadir. Iki oda ve bu odaya kisa
bir pasajla bagl tglincii bir odadan olusan ikinci kisim, bu tglinci odadan
cikan sonu tikalt bir tinelle
sonlanmaktadir. Son olarak
uzun bir koridorla gecilen
Ucuncu kisim ise tek bir oda
ve bu odadan merdivenler-
le ulasilan bir cikistan olus-
maktadir. Tkinci ve tclinct
kistmda dikkate deger bir
yapt bulunmamaktadir. Dar
ve uzun tunellerle birbirine
baglanmis odalardan olusan
bu yapinin savunma amaclt
kazildigt  kesindir. Buna
karsilik yapida hicbir kapt
tast ve bu taglarin durmast
gereken operasyon odast
olmamasi gariptir.

Aynt koytin Gimbiir Mezras’'nda 10 — 15 hanelik ufak bir kaya yerlesimi
daha bulunmaktadir ama bu kaya yapilarda defineci faaliyeti ve kaya cokmeleri
dolayisiyla yogun bir tahribat mevcuttur.
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SUMENGEN YERALTI SEHRI

Tomarza’nin 7 km giineyinde, Simengen Yaylast’nda yer alan Siimengen Yeralti
Sehri yapisal olarak olmasa da konumu itibariyle ¢ok ilginctir. Hem bugtinkd,
hem de antik tim yerlesimlerden uzak, daglik bir bolgede bulunan bu yeralt:
yapist uzun bir sturedir agil /ahir olarak kullanilmis olmalidir. Tim dehliz ve
tunelleri kapatilmis olan bu yapinin bir savunma yapist oldugu sadece gtiney ve
kuzey odalarinda rastlanan iki tas kapt vasitasiyla anlagilabilmektedir. Ustelik,
guney odasindaki tas kap: yerinden tasinarak duvar insasinda kullanilmistir.
Yapida mevcut alt1 tiinelin timi molozla tikalidir ve takip edilebilen en uzun
tunel gtineye dogru uzanandir. Kapi tasi ile birlikte bir operasyon odasina sa-
hip olan kuzey tunelinin aksine, 22 metrelik bu tlnelin girisinde herhangi bir
operasyon odast veya tlinel duvarlarinda kapi tast yatagt mevcut degildir.




Frriokizia nkall
makozla tikal

molozla tikal

—= malozle tikal

manzla tisah

Mm SUMENGEN YERALTI YAPISI

gc Simangen Yaylas - Tomarza - Kayseri
2 m Ali Yamag (Ekim 2018)









- KIRKOR MEVKI YERALTI SEHRI

in 5 km kuzeyinde ve anayolun hemen batisinda buytik bir
tadir. Yapay oldugu belli olan bu tepenin bulundugu mevki
nlar tarafindan ‘Kirkor Mevki’ olarak isimlendirilmistir.
2 *,: canak ¢omlek kiritklarindan anlasildigt kadariyla, yerlesimi
esi ¢ 6neme dek uzanan bu yapinin giineyindeki diizlikte sayisiz an-
a v bir yeralt: savunma yapist mevcuttur. Yola yakin bir noktada,
"' ol'duk‘Fa zor olan bir giristen sonra ulagilan bu yapt, bir tas kapt
wlan 65 m* buytkliginde bir odaya acilmaktadir. Bu odanin kuzey-
m eden gnel 38 metre sonra tikali bir baca ile sonlanmaktadir. Ayni
otineye dogru devam eden galeri ise 10 metre sonra altt odali buytk
12 kavusmaktadir. Bu salonun giineyine dogru devam eden dar ttinel
e sonra bir T yapmaktadir. Bu kavsakta batiya devam eden kisim 34
iyice daralarak gecilemez hale gelmektedir. Dogu kavsagi ise birbirine
S ar_lfﬁ odaya ulasmaktadir. Son savunma noktast olduklar belli olan
lan birinde 14 m derinligindeki bir su kuyusu bulunmaktadir.

y



= Tikal baca

KiRKOR MEVKii YERALTI SEHRI
Tomarza - Kayseri

38°28'53.16"K, 35°48'08.66”D

Ali Yamag (Ekim 2016)
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KUSCAGIZ YERALTI SEHRI

Tomarza’ya bagh Kuscagiz Koyi’nin 3 km dogusundaki vadide yeralan Kus-
cagiz Yeralti Sehri, Kayseri’de simdiye dek arastirdigimiz en buytk yeraltt
savunma yapilarindan biridir. Subat 2017’de, 15. Arastirma sirasinda calisil-
maya baslanan bu yeraltt sehrinin 6lcim, haritalanmast ve fotograflanmasi
bir sonraki arastirma ile tamamlanmustir. Olctim alinan toplam uzunlugu 750
metreden fazla olan bu yapinin, vadiye bakan yiiztiinde yikintilar arasinda kal-
mis g farkl girisi ve vadinin 6ntndeki diizlikte, ¢coktnti bir odanin batisinda
dordunct bir girisi daha vardur.

Vadi duvarindaki ¢oktntiler dolayisiyla, burada mevcut eski yapilarin yerlesim
olup olmadigini anlamak mimkiin degildir. Ama, vadide ve vadi duvarlarinda
saylsiz mezar yapist mevcuttur ve bu kaya mezarlarindan bazilart Roma ve
Bizans donemlerine aittir. Ayni bolgede bulunan Kirkor ve Kémir yeralt: se-
hirleri gibi, Kuscagiz Yeralt1 Sehri’nin de bir mezar alaninda kazilmasi ilginctir.




KUSCAGIZ YERALTI SEHRI

Kuscagiz Koyl - Tomarza - Kayseri
3831'14.83" K, 35"40'52.75 D

Ali Yamag, Ezgi Tok, Eric Gilli (Nisan 2017)
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i : KOMUR YERALTI SEHRI
gl Komiir Koyt’ntin 2 km glineyinde, dar ve kayalik bir vadide
inma yapisinin ana salonunun tavaninda 5.70 m ytksekliginde
apinda, diizgiin kazilmis ve duvarlarinda el/ayak basamaklari olan
tur. Bu salona ulasan giris tiineli bir tas kapiyla korunmusken
nda ylUzeye acilan bir saft olmast anlamsizdir. Dolayisiyla, bu

in bir savunma yapist olarak kullanilmasindan vazgecilme-
1 kazilmis olmalidir. Bu durumda dahi bu biyiik salonun bir silo /
kullanilmast oldukea glctiir.

ri’nin ¢okmeyle acilmis ilk odasinda bulunan ve bugtin tikalt
li bir tas kapiyla korunmaktadir. Bir diger tas kapi ise ana sa-
gru 32 metre devam eden dar tinelin basinda, girisi korumak-
ibaren yokus yukariya tirmanan bu tiinel cokerek yerytiziine
da ile sonlanmaktadir. Salonun dogusunda bulunan tiinel ise
nra ttkanmaktadir.
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ESKI PUSATLI YERALTI SEHRI

Tomarza’ya bagl Pusatli Kéyi'niin 2 km kadar kuzeyinde, kayalik bir sirtin
onundeki duzlukte yerel halk tarafindan ‘Eski Pusatli K6yt olarak bilinen bir
yeralti yapilart kompleksi bulunmaktadir. Ilgine olan nokta; bu “eski koy” iin
Derevenk’ten Turan’a, Belagas’'ndan Degirmendere’ye dek Kayseri’nin bir¢cok
farkl yerinde gordugimuz gibi kayalik bir duvara degil, mevcut kayalik duvarin
onundeki diiz ovaya kazilarak insa edilmis olmasidir. Bolgede tespit edilebilen
otuz kadar yeraltt yapisinin buytik bir kismi ¢c6kmeler veya yiizeyden tasinan
alivyonlar dolayistyla ttkanmis ve tahrip olmustur.

Ote yandan; tiim bu tikali yerlesimlerin arasinda bulup arastirabildigimiz yegane
btytk yapt olan bir yeralt: sehri, iscilik agisindan, Tomarza’da, hatta tim Kay-
seri’de simdiye dek calistigimiz tiim savunma yapilarindan ¢ok daha kalitelidir.
Bazi kisimlari ¢okmiis veya yogun defineci tahribatina maruz kalmis olsa da,
arastirilabilinen tunel ve odalarda gézlenen kazma teknigi miukemmeldir. Bir
tas kapiyla korunan girisin ardindan yap1 kuzeye dogru dar ve egimli bir tinelle
devam etmekte ve bir ust kata ulasmaktadir. Bu tst kisimda, birisi ytizeye agik,
tcu tikall  toplam
dort giris mevcut-
tur. Alt kattaki gi-
risin dogusunda ise
Uc ayrt oda mevcut-
tur. Bati tlineli ise
iki farkll tas kapi
lle savunulan uc
buyik odaya ulas-
maktadir. Bu tunelin
gitisinden 3 m sonra
karsilasilan ve hala
yerinde duran tas
kapinin bir
operasyon odast olmamast ilgingtir. Batiya dogru ti¢ buytik, bir de kiiciik oday-
la devam eden bu kisim bir diger tas kapiyla savunulan diger bir giris noktasin-
dan sonra ytzeye cikist hafriyatla ttkanmis bir meskende sonlanmaktadur.
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TESEKKUR

* Bu projenin devam etmesini mimkun kilan destegiyle Kayseri’nin yeraltin-
daki kulturel mirasina sahip ¢ikan Kayseri Biytksehir Belediye Bagkani Sayin
Mustafa Celik’e,

* Bu projeye katkilar1 ve bu projeden bagimsiz olarak, Turkiye’nin kiltiirel
mirasinin gelecege aktarilmasina yonelik inanilmaz cabalatt dolayisiyla CEK UL
Vakf1 Baskani Sayin Prof. Metin Sozen’e,

* Yillardir devam eden bu proje sirasinda her ¢alismamizda bizlerle birlikte ol-

masinin disinda, her konuda yardimet olan ve yol gosteren, sevgili dostumuz;
CEKUL Vakfi Kayseri Koordinatérii Sayin Prof. Osman Ozsoy’a,

* Projenin basindan bu yana gegen stirede destegini ve ilgisini siirekli hisset-
tigimiz Kayseri Blyuksehir Belediyesi Baskan Vekili Sayin Serdar Altuntug’a,

* Transferlerimizden konaklamamiza dek her tirlii gereksinimimizi fazlasi ile
karsilayan Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi Ozel Kalem Mudiirii Sayin Tiirker
Fidancr'ya,

* Bircok calismamizda bizlere eslik eden ve engin arazi bilgisiyle yeni yerler
bulmamiza yardimct olan Sayin Bilgin Yazlik’a,

yurekten tesekkiirti bir bore biliriz.



Ek 1: Protokol

KAYSERI'DE YERALT! YAPILARI ENVANTERI

HAZIRLANMASI iSi PROTOKOLU

MADDE 1- PROTOKOLUN KONUSU

Kayseri merkezi ve ilgeleri Kayseri ili merkezi ve civar ilgeler yizyllar stren
Kkesintisiz bir iskana sahiptir. Ozellikle, boigedeki yanardaglar tarafindan yuzeye
puskiiren ve kalinhig yer yer 400 m'yi gegen, yumusak ve kazilmasi kolay if kayaclar
oyularak olusturulan yeralt sehireri, yerlegimler, thneller Kayserinin tarihsel

birikiminin en dnemli unsurlanndan biridir,

Hem Kayseri merkezde, hem de ilgelerde yaygin olarak rastlanan ve bazi
Bmeklerin tarihleri yluzyllarla olgilen bu  yeralt yerlegimlerinin yer yer hizl
yapilasmanin kurban oldugu bilinmektedir. Mulkiyetleri 2863 sayih kanunia devlete ait
olan ve ayni kanunla koruma altina alinmis olan bu yeralt yapilarina ylzeydeki
herhangi bir ingaat veya temel kazisiyla zarar verilmesinin dntne gecilmesi
gerskmektedir. Bunun ilk ve en anemli adimi da tim bu yeraltl yaplannin
envanterlenerek kayit altina alinmasidir. Bu envanter galismasi tarihi dheme sahip stz
konusu mimari yapinin haritalanmasi ve cografi bilgi sistemleri araciidiyla
kenumlandinimasinin yani sira yerlestigi jeolojik hirimin ilgili yer bilimi disiplinler

agisindan incelenmesi ve bdige sarihi ile iliskilendiriimesini de kapsamalidir.

Sonug olarak; en az yeriisti kadar snemli ve degerli bir yeralt birikimine sahip
olan Kayserinin bu tarihsel mirasimin en kisa sirede belgelenmesi, kayitlara

gegiriimesi ve tim degerleri ile bir bitun halinde korunmaya alinmas| gerekmektedir.

MADDE 2- TARAFLAR

BELEDIYE: Kayseri Blylikgehir Belediyesi
« OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu
« CEKUL: Gevre ve Kaltir Degerlerini Koruma ve Tamima Vakfi




2008 yilinda istanbul'da kurulan OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu, farkh kullp
ve demeklerden 30'dan fazla deneyimli tiyeye sahiplir. Bu (iyelerin yani sira, yardtilen
proje kapsaminda gesitli disiplinlerde faaliyet gosteren birgok akademisyenden de
teknik destek almakiadir. Grup daha énce Orman ve Su isleri Bakanhgl, Milli Parklar
Genel Mudarltigi ile isbirlidi iginde Kire Daglar Mili Parki Magaralan ve
Kahramanmaras Kuzeyi Magaralan envanterlerini tamamlamistir. Yeralt yapilannin
arastinimasi ve haritalanmasi konusunda Tiirkiye'nin en tecribeli madaracilanni
biinyesinde barnindiran grup iyeleri 2008 yilinda, proje yurutictst Dr. Cigdem fygin
nezarelinde Ayasofya ve Topkapl Sarayl yeraltl yapilan arastirma projesini
gerceklestimmigtir. Gaziantep Blyikgehir Beladiyesi ve CEKUL Vakf ile birlikie
ylritdlen Gaziantep Yeraltl Yapilan Envanterleme Projesi ise gecen yil
tamamlanmistr. Bu calismalar diginda; Nevsehir Muze MOdarligh nezaretinde
sirdirilen Derinkuyu, Mazi, Tatlarin ve Aksaray Mize Mudiriago nerzaretinde
stirdiirilen Sarathh — Aziz Mercurius yeralt sehirleri haritalama caligmalan da ekibin
yOrittago  diger calismalardan bazilandir. OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu
Tiirkiye'nin magaracilik alaninda tek stireli yayinini da yapmaktadir. Gegen yillar iginde
National Geographic ve Atlas dergilerinde yayimlanan 11 makaleye ek olarak yurtdigi
kongrelerde B teblig veriimig ve yabanci hakemli dergilerde 6 bilimsel makale

yayimlanmigtir.

MADDE 3- PROTOKOLUN AMACI

Bu projenin amaci, Kayseri ili simirlan iginde bulunan ve farkh sebepler
yizinden her gegen gin biraz daha tahrip olan ve bazilan timiyle yok olma riski
tagiyan yeralti yapilanmn, garsel materyal ve cografi bilgi sistemi araclar ile
belgelenmesi, uygun teknik ekipmaniar kullanilarak haritalanmas:, yapy! banndiran
jeolojike birimin ilgili yer bilimi disiplinleri agisindan incelenmesi, tarihsel slrecte
yuklendigi iglevier hakkinda varsa mevcut bilgilerin derlenmesi ve butiin bu galigmalar

isiginda toplanan verilerin uygun bir formata getirilerek envanterlerinin yaplimasidir,

Bu c¢alisma; hem bazilannin tarihi yiuzyllarla élgilen bu tarihsel mirasin
korunmasini saglayacak, hem de bu yapilarin gelecekls mumkin olabilecek kullanm
alanlaninin projelendirimesi igin bir ik adim olacaklir,




MADDE 4- YONTEM

« Yapiimasi planianan galisma temel olarak Kayseri'de mevcut yeralti yapilarinm
(magara, yeralt gehri, bannak, yerlesim, tinel, vs.) tespit edilmasi, dlgliimesive
haritalanmasindan ibarettir.

« Bu galisma sirasinda baslangig olarak Kayseri sehri alinacak, gehir
merkezindeki galismalann tamamlanmasinin ardindan cahsmalar ilgelere
yonlendirilecekdir.

« Caligmada agirhk verilecek noktalar Kayseri Biiylikgehir Belediyesi, Kayseri
Miizesi yetkilileri ve CEKUL Vakii'nin onerileriyle olugturulacakh,

« |k agamada, hakkinda bilgi sahibi olunan tim yeraltl yapilan bolge haritasi
tzerine isaretieneoek, ardindan sehir merkezinden baglayarak tum bolgede
yeralli yapilari aragtirmasina gecilecektir.

e Bu, ikinci agamada, varthdnin bilgisine sahip olunan tim yapilar tespit edilip
Slglilecek ve ana plana iglenecekdir. Tunel, yeralt gehri gibi arkeclojik ve mimari
#reme sahip yapilar ise; mimar élgumler diginda, edim ve yonleri de dlgillerak
aragtinlacak, yizeye baglantili alduklan noktalar referans alinarak mimkin
oldugunca dogru bir sekilde balge ylzey haritasina iglenecekiir,

» Bu galisma sirasinda; her yeraltl yapisi ayrn bir fisy halinde envanterlenecek,
yapinin plani, ¢izimi, 4zellikleri ve fotograflan bu gekilde; ayn figler halinde
kayda alinacaktir.

MADDE 5- CALISMA EKIBI

Proje, OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu'na iiye magaracilar ve OBRUK Magdara
Arastirma Grubu'nun  bilimsel gizlem ve olasi teknik incelemeleri kapsayan
tamamiayici faaliyetieri gergeklestimek (zere anlastigyy ve taraflar tarafindan
onaylanan igtirakgiler tarafindan yiriitilecektir.

Yeralt dlcim galismalarinda 3, azami 4 kisilik ekipler halinde galigiimasi ideal
oldugu igin, bu projede gorev alacak ekip cogunlukla gin bagina 4-6 kisi civarinda
olacaktir, Olglim ve haritalama galigmalarn yam sira gerceklestirilecel bir hagka
calisma daha meveut ise ekip azami 6-8 kizi olacakhr.
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MADDE 8- SURE

Elimizde Kayseri yeralt yapilarina ait herhangi kapsamli bir veri olmamasi vé
btigede daha @nce tespit edimis bazi yeraltl yapilarinin blytkligu goz aniine
alindiinda bahsi gegen prajenin yaklagik g yil ve toplam 1400 adam/gln sUrebilecegi
angarilimektedir,

MADDE 7- TARAFLARIN SORUMLULUKLARI

« Belediyanin Yikimlakldkeri;

A. Cahsmanin idaresinin saglanmas,

B. Bir kismi 6zel mulkiyette, dider bir kism ise kamu alanlarinda yer alan
tam yeralti yapilann araglinimasi igin gerekli izinlerin s6zIU velveya yazil
olarak alinmasi,

C. lsin yapilabimesi igin gahgma ekibinin ihntiyag duyacan, ulagim,

konaklama, iage giderlerinin kargianmasi.
e OBRUK'UR Yuktmiblikler;

A. Kayseri il simirlan iginde meveut yeralti yapilarinin {madara, yeralt sehri,
barinak, yerlesim, tiinel, vs.) tespit edilmesi, dlgliimesi, haritalanmasi ve
anvanterlerinin yapiimasi,

B. Arastirma sirasinda galigllacak yerall yapilannda rastlanabilecek highir
tarihi buluntuya dokunulmadan korunmasi,

C. Mimari yapilann yani sira tim buluntulann fotograflaria belgelenmesi,

D. Tarihsel neme sahip herhangi bir buluntu ile karsilagimas) durumunda
yelkililere bildirilmesi,

E. Calismaya katilan ekibin, ig givenliginin safjlanarak olasi kazalara

yiinelik onlemlerin alinmasi,

« CEKULGn YokOmiGlikleri;
A. Calismanin koordinasyonu ve sekretarya garevieri GEKUL Vakh Kayseri
Temsilciligi tarafindan yoritilecektir.
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MADDE 8- DIGER HUKUMLER

A. Caligmaesnasinda meydana gelebilecek can ve mal kayiplanindan Belediye
ve CEKUL sorumlu tuiulamaz.
B. Cahgma arsivleri ve giktlan Beledive'ye ait olup, Belediye'den izin

almaksizin kullanilamaz ve yaynlanamaz.

MADDE 9-YURUTME/YURURLUK

A. lsbu prolokol imzalandi§i tarihten itbaren yirlriuge girer.

B. Protokolden dogan ihtilaflar iyi niyel cercevesinde taraflar arasinda gzime
kavusturulmaya ¢alsiir.  Bu  mumkan almadifn takdirde Kayseri
Mahkemeleri yetkilidir,

G. Dokuz (9) maddeden olusan bu protakol igil taraflarca 3 nisha olarak

sood 2 12017 tarininde imzalanmigtir,

Al M. YAMAG
OBRUK
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Ek 2: Nisan 2017 itibariyla “Kayseri Yeralt1 Yapilari Envanteri

Projesi” nde aragtirilan tiim yeralt1 yapilar: ve yeralt: gehirleri
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1. 40 Dagl Yeralt Sehn

2. All Saip Paga Yeralti Sehri

3. Gesi/ Dedirmendere \adisi kaya yerlesimler,
Catalin ve Penzikli veraltl sehirler

4 Beladasl kaya yerlesimi, Mo 1 ve No 2 veralt
sehireri, Otedere Vadisi Mo 1 ve No 2 yeralf)
sehirer

5. Kirlangig Vadisi Yeralt Sehn

6, GlEeldz Yeraltt Sehn

7.Daodanl Yeralt Sehn

B AQirnas, Mimar Sinan ve Mustafa Bozdemir
yeraltt sehirleri, Akbin Vadisi kaya yerlesimler
9. Subas! Yeralti Sehri

10. Demokrasi kaya yeregimleri

11. Talasira Yeraltl 3enr

12. Danallk Yeralt Sehri

13. Dadalodlu kaya yeresimleri
14 Emirugadl Yeraltr Sehri
14, Incili Yeralt Sehri

16. Sumengen Yeralll Sehn
17. Kitkar Mevkii Yeralt 5ehri
18. Kurukdpri Yeraltt Sehi
19 Fatinter Yeralt Sehi

20. Kugcadiz Yeralt Sehn
271, Kdmr Yeral 3 ehri

22 GUlistan™eraltl Sehri
23.Harman Yef Yeralt Sehri



Mayis 2017 itibariyla “Kayseri Yeralt1 Yapilar1 Envanteri Projesi” nde
arastirilan tiim yeralt1 yapilar1 ve yeralt1 gehirleri:

Ali Dag1 Yeralt: Sehri

Ali Saip Pasa Yeralt1 Sehri
Gesi/Degirmendere Vadisi Kaya Yerlesimleri
Catalin Yeralt1 Sehri

Penzikli Yeraltt Sehri

Kirlangic Vadisi Yeralti Sehri
Otedere Vadisi Yeralt: Sehri No 1
Otedere Vadisi Yeralt: Sehri No 2
Otedere Vadisi Su Yapilart
Belagast Kaya Yerlesimi

Belagas: Yeralt1 Sehri No 1
Belagas: Yeralt1 Sehri No 2
Doganli (Kirkmerdiven) Yeraltt Sehri
Guzeloz Yeraltt Sehri

Mimar Sinan Yeralt1 Sehri
Agirnas Yeralt1 Sehri

Mustafa Bozdemir Yeraltt Sehri
Akbin Vadist Kaya Yerlesimleri
Subast Yeraltt Sehri

Demokrasi Vadisi Kaya Yerlesimleri
Talasira Yeraltt Sehri

Danalik Yeralt1 Sehri

Emirusagi Yeraltt Sehri

Fatinler Ini Yeralt: Sehri

Incili Yeraltt Sehri

Kurukopru Yeraltt Yapist
Stimengen Yeralti Sehri

Kirkor Mevkii Yeraltt Sehri
Kuscagiz Yeraltt Sehri

Harman Yeraltt Sehri

Gulistan Yeralt1 Sehri

Komur Yeraltt Sehri

Eski Pusatlt Yeralt1 Sehri



Ek 3: OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu Kayseri Calismalari:

27-29 Aralik 2013 1. Arastirma
25-28 Ocak 2014 2. Arastirma
27 Subat-2 Mart 2014 3. Arastirma
3-6 Nisan 2014 4. Arastirma
15-19 Mayis 2014 5. Arastirma
12-15 Haziran 2014 6. Arastirma
24-27 Ekim 2014 7. Arastirma

7-9 Kasim 2014 8. Arastirma

4-7 Nisan 2015 9. Arastirma

3-6 Temmuz 2015 10. Arastirma
5-8 Aralik 2015 11. Arastirma
1-4 Nisan 2016 12. Arastirma
8-12 Ekim 2016 13. Arastirma
6-10 Ocak 2017 14. Arastirma

15-19 Subat 2017 15. Arastirma
13-16 Nisan 2017 16. Arastirma



Ek 4: OPERA IPOGEA Detgisi’nin 2/2016 numarali sayisinda yayim-
lanan makalemiz
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Doganli underground shelter
(Capadocia — Turkey)

Ali Yamacg!, Ezgt Tok"*

Abstract

Today, the region knowre wilh its anciend name s “Cappadecia” treledes the Turkiah provinees of Nevge-
hir, Aksaray and Kevseri. In this region, different underground sirwctures such as houses, barns and
churches were excavated by the locals for centurics in the tuffaccons rocks spowed out of velcanoes aelive tn
the fete Pliscene and Pleistocene period. However, the most interesting of these structures, without a doubi,
are the underground shelters. These structures, carved for defensive purposes probably between 7 gnd 124
cefuries, are found in edmost ecery part of Cappadacia. Thus for, only @ amall porl of thoze hypogea hove
been surveved. This article describes survevs and explorations conducted by OORUK Cave Rescarch Group
on Doganli (Forty Steps) Underground Shelter focated at @ fairfy remote place in the south of Kayvseri, the
capital of ancient Cappadocia.

Kry worps: Cappadocia, Kayseri, Doganlt, underground sheller

Riassunto
RIFUGT SOTTERRANET IF [Dacawtl (CaArAanocia — TURCHIA)

Opr, la regione conoseiuta con H nome antico df “Cappadocia” comprende le provinee turche di Nevsehir,
Absaray e Kavseri. fn questa regione diverse struftuie solferrance, come case, stalle ¢ chicse sono stale
scavati dalla popolazione locale per secoli nwelle rocee tufacee prodette dai vuleani atiivi nel tardo Pliocene
e el Pleistocens. Tuflavia, fe piit interessante fra gueste strellure, senza diebbio, sono §eifupl sollerranes.
Gueste apere, scavnte o scopn difensive, probebilmente tra VI e X1 secolo, si frovone in gquosi ngni porie
della Coppadocia, Finora, solo una piceola parte di guesti ipogei ¢ stata rileista ¢ documentata seientifi-
camente. Quosto articolo deserive e indaging e le esplorasioni condotte dallODRUK Cave Research Growp
nel rifunio sotterranes of Doganlt (Mgraranta passi™) sitvato in un voge abbastanza remoto nel awd della

provencie di Kaysers, o capilale dellantica Cappadocia,

Parore crravie: Cappadocta, Kaysert, Doganili. rifugio sotterraneo

INTRODUCTION

Doganh Village 12 located ac 90 km south of Kaysen
(Caesarca) on the border of Nigde provinee (Fig.
11, Even though this region is a part of the ancient
Cappadecta, this village s distant lrom all laree and
gignificant settlements (Fig. 2, Gergeme was the ear
lier name of this village. which is still veferred to as by
the locals (Thuo, 1977; Thuy & Resees, 1981).

The arca lics in Mid Anatolian Voleanic Provinee and
it's one of the most important voleanic sreas of Turkey,
Valeanie activity around thia area eontivoed duving
the Middle Miocene period, 16-11.6 milhion vears ago

" OBRUK Cave Research Group,

and developad the post-elaszh regimes after the Upper
Miccens period. Some voleanees of the ares were only
small vents, but a total number of 68 voleanoes around
Kayser: had been active untll Pliccene-Pleistocens
times. Thal eruplion phase paled up more than 10 m
of thick valeanic rock all arcund the region (LEFETIT et
al, 2014). In antigue Caesarea, this soft rock was dug
by the leeal people: houses, churches and underground
settlements were bullt mto thoese rocks and & troglo-
dyre eivilization had boeen established, Similarv to the
majority of other settlements of Cappadecia, alse in
the roek cliffs of Deganh Village there are many cave
dwellings and rock-cut graves, Since no archeslogical

= ITL, Istanhul Technical Univeraity, KURASIA Inatitute of Karth Scences
Antore di Riferimente: AL Yomag - Acikhove Apt. 187, Nizsontogl, lstanbul, Tockey - avamocEgmail.com
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Fig. 1 - Locanon map snawing Legani Vitage and Uoganil Ungdarground Snelter (Googhe Maps and Goagia Larth)
Fig. 1 Mappa che mostra | posizicnamento del villagio di Dodanh & il ifugio setteraneo di Dedanl {Google Maps e Google Earth),

rezisreh has been condueted in the region, we do nol
have derailed knowledge abour the construction dates
or ugages of these atructures,

Almost all underground defense structures in Anatolia
are very unique te ancient Cappadocia region. These
defonisive settlements dug info soft tuff rocks has
Tong tunnels and living aveas protected by millstone
doors to defend the local people in case of an attack,
Approcimately 180 underground  selllemenis and

shelters have been found in Anatolia so far, and 904
of which are in Cappadocia. Unfortunately, the major-
ity of these underground sites have not been exploved
and mapped; academic articles about these structures
are very limited and only & few inventories had been
made { Yorikoann et al, 18R Aveas, 2004 B ot
al, 2012),

Belisved to be carved by local Christian communities
hotween 75 and 119 centuries with defensive pup-




Fig. 2 - Doganh Village {phota 0. Damir),
Fig. 2 - Villagic di Doganh (foto O Demir).

poses against attacks from Arab invasions and local
raids, these structures have a unique and special ar-
chitecture. Tunnels and. wich their varying diameters
and thicknesses differ, millatone doora that vaed for
blocking these tunnels and protecting the rooms he-
hind them, gre unvarvving specifications of these un-
derground defense structures (Broo & CasTRrnas,
20012), Even though some astructures like Derinkuyvu
ave quite large in size Lo earn the name “veralis sehr”
e, fundergraund City”, some defensive stroctures in
smaller villages consizl ol only a lew rooms and are
rather named as “underground redoubts” ar “"undet.
ground shelters” (Buoo & Casrotam 1995 Buooo &
CasTrrran 1996}, Like Golpoli (Yamac & G, 20760
They are either dug exactly underncath or at a close
pragimity to a sebtlement and host ronms Tor those
families who took shelter o them as well as large
chambers available only in very few underground cit-
ies. Large underground cavities need to be dug with
columns supporting the ceiling, Both due wo the dif-
fiulty of such a work as well as the nisk of collipsing
and unnecessity of large spaces in o defonsive strue
ture, large underground chambers in Cappadocia are
viery fiesw (Breo el al, 2002).

When &ll these architectural specifications are tak-
en in consideration. located av 2 km east of Dofanh
Village, on a plateau called Avapsin Hill, the struc-
ture known as Doganh {or Forty Steps) Underground
Shelter is prohahly ome of the most wmsual and inter-
esting structures of all Cappadocia,

DodcanLt (Forty STEPS) UNDERGROUND SHELTER

Mentioned previowsly In different sources (YorugoeLy
eboal, 1888 Guevsr & Yewemoane, 2003: Boao ot al,
2012), the structure has been examined in detail, sur-
veyed and mapped by us for the [ivst time (Fig. 4). One
of the first and the moest important charactoristics and
architectural specifications of Doganh (Fovty Steps)
Underground Shelter that distinguizhes this settle-
ment from all other aforementioned defengive stroe-
tures 13 the fact that it was located 2 km away from
Lirday’s setllement pod situated on an emply plateao.
Judging by the ancient cave dwellings v its vieinity,
it 18 evident that Doganh Village was an old settle-

DOGANL UNDERGROUND SHELTER
A 10T O H A8 F R E

Deafinl, Yeitelle, Ky
Surviy: Expe Fok. A Yamag aly 2000)

Fig. 3 - Plan of Daganh Underground Sheter (drawing by E
Tek and A Yamac).

Fig. 2 - Pianta del rifugio zotterranec di Dodanh (disegno di E.
Tok & A, Yamac)

ment. If that was the case. it must have been quite
difficult to seele sholter in a defensive srructure 2 km
away from this settlement during a raad. The only rea-
sonahle explanation ol Lhe curious loeabion of Doganl
Underground Shelter 1z perhaps the platean on which
10 wae situated, There had been an old settlement with
no remains left roday. Tlas, however, 1& a question
which can only be answered hy eonducting a compre
hensive ares survey and an archaeolovical research.

Another architectural oddity of Doganh Underground
Shelter is ite main chamber. Named as “Forty Steps”
by the loeal people due to its stairs loeated at the
main entrance sarved from rocks with a slope of 38
(Mg, 4, the main chamber of this undevground stuc
ture reached aftor those steps i3 very impressive.
Supported by 15 columns, this chamber with ils 500
m? flaar avea is far larger than any ather similar un-
derground chamberas (Fig's, 5, 6). For example, lorg-

Qrrna frogea 2-2016 RO
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Fig. 4 - Main enirance of Doganln Undergrownd Shefler; the
local name of the shucfure “Forfy Sfeps™ denved from those
stairs {phota A, Yamac).

Fig. 4 - Ingresso principale del rifugio softerraneo di Dodanii;
il noma locale della strutiura “guarania passi” & derivato dai
gradini visibili in folo (foto A.Yamac).

Fig. 3 - Main Chamber of Dogaoh Underground Shefter (phote
AE Kaskin)

Fig. 5 - Camara principale del rifugio sobermaneo di Dedanl
(fole & E. Keskin),

ezl bwo underground chumbers thowsht to be used e
churches in Cappadocia; Eemer Oren is 400 m* and
Chureh of Derinkuyu is 300 m*. While their purposes
of construction sUll remsin dispuled. the Lwo main
chambers of Tatlorin Underground Shelter 1s approxi-
mately 140 m?* each, as inferable from the plan (Biao
et al, 2002).

Fig & - Main Chambar; cistarn is in the canter af phola ahd,
{o the night iwa of the many smaill seclions” are visible (photo
AE. Kesidn.

Fig. 6 - Camera principale; [a cisterna si frova nel centro del-
Ia foto e, a destra, due delle molte piccole 'sezioni’ {(folo AE.
Keskin).

T addition to itz Jarge siwe, some of the architecetur-
al delails of this chamber are also gquile interesling.
There ave 14 dilferent sections corved [Fom rocks on
the north and the easc walls of the chamber, The rea-
Aun why we eall these ptruetares sections' rather than
‘Fooms’ 1% the fact that they appeay to be divisions sep-
arated by thin walla, During our studies, the perfectly
clean water found in 2 m depth with 3x2 m dimen-
sions on the east wall of the chamber is perhaps the
prioot of the architectural supericrity of this cenfuries-
old structure (Fig. 7.

Whether its main settlement 1z the current DoSunh
Village or another untraceablo willage today, it atill
remaing a mystery why it was considered necessary 1o
have a 200 m* big chamber supposted by 15 columns
i an underground structure carved for defense pur-
poses in such a remote area far away from all of the
major settlements.

From the two tunnels situated in two different direc-
tiens of this chamher, the one continued towards the
east 18 hlocked by debris after 4 short distance, The
north tunnel, on the other hand. continues for a total
al T4 m and is blocked aller nareowing down. Another
sub-branch of this northern tunnel reaches to the up-
prer Jewe]l and alongside a Tairly large rocm, connecls
to the surface. All tunpel connections reaching o
the surface are protected by milletone doors (Fig. 8).
Despite the fael thal some of those millstone doors no
longer exist, the operation rooms and door slots an the
walls of the tunmnels are the proof of their existence.
The thivd branch which veaches to the surface, iz the
continuation of the tunnel that turns to the south at
the beginning of the stairs on the main entrance. In
this tunnel; there are four carved rooms in fairly large
shaes, dillevent han the ones Touod on the walls of Uhe
chamber, The surfaca connection of Lhis branch s Mom
the collapsed ceiling of one of the small rooms. (Fige,
49y, Despile the observalions showing Lhal thers used
to be ancther door in the last room, it was not pos-
sible to conduct any research due to collapsing, To the
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Flgy. 7 - Clatern in the Main Chamber {phato 4 £ Keslia).
Fig. 7 - Cisterna nella camera principale (foto & E. Keskin).

Fig. & = A mifi-stone door af the narthem paszage (photo H
Elmaagac).

Fig. 8 - Una porfa-macing in pletra al passagpie nord (fota H.
Elnaagac).

Fig. 9 - Southern collapsed smtrance of Dogant Underaround
Sheifer {phofo A Yamac).
Fig. 9 - Ingrasse mendisnale croliate dal Algio solterranas dl
Dodganli (foto A¥amac).

east of this last room there 158 & very small chapel with
3x2 m dimensions, With the high probability of never
been reused since it was built. there are many avchi-
e tuenlly and archacologically unnnswered quesbions
in this amazing underground Shelter. In our opinion,
with all theae guestions which cannet not be answered
without sn excavation and clesning, mysteriss are
doomed to vemain uesolved in thiz vemaote sectlement.

CoxcLusion

Aceording to the protocol signed three years ago wich
Kavseri Municipality and CEKUL Foundation, we con-
tinue our undergrewnd structuces and cave dwellings
explorations and surveys in this province a= QOBRUK
Cave Research Group. During these studies, majority
of which remain unknowi, 28 underground cities and
shelters and four different eave settlements wore ox-
plored and survesad. Two of them were alzo published
at Opera Ipogea (Yamae & Toow, 2015a; Yawac & Tow,
2015b). The results of our studics were published as
two separate prelimingey reports, Our explorations in
Kayvseri will continue in 38 dilferand, predetermingd
spots.

On the other hand; like innumerable other sites locat-
ed in the depths of Anatolia’s solitude, this thousand
vears old undersround shellers and cave dwellings
are not immune to destroetion of time and che illogal
digeers due of their unprotected. abandoned status.
The question of how all these underground shelters
and cave dwellings that we find ohe oF more In every
ressarch can be saved and carried to the fature con-
tinues to be an isgue precsccupyving and digsturbing us,
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Cave dwellings and underground cities
of Belagasi village and Otedere valley
(Kayseri - Turkey)

Al Yamag!, Ezgi Tok'*

OPERA IPOGEA 2 - 2015

Abstract

Allhough the region krown as “Cappadoeia™ is lovated in the Nevsehir-Urgiip-Gireme riangle of Analolin
(Turkevh, the caprial of that region in ancient fimes was the antique Caesarea city which is known as Kayseri
today. As the same in Nevsehir-Urgiip-Gireme triangle, in antigue Caesarea the veleanic tuff which was pi-
feed wep by the oefive voleanoes arowend wag dig By the local people. Howses, churches, profeciive undergrownd
settlements were butlt into those rocks and a troglodyvte civilization had been estublished.

Different from the known touwristic places of Cappadecta, the rock dwellings aend underground setifements
of Kayseri region fave not been investigated. Nevertheless, underground stinctures of that region have such
anr archilectural guality lo compele with the dwellings tn other poarts of Cappadocio: Afler the 3rd cenlury
Kayseri was the eradle of Christianity in Anafolio and there are several undergronnd cities arownd Uits oy
carved in order to protect Christiens from the invastons and roids begmning from the Tth century.

We find new and unexplorved underground ctiies on every spol around Kavseri, Aperd fram severad rock sefile-
merits, several underground cities on the walls of deep valleys around the city, which were wnknown and not
recorded before, had been explored and sigveved, Those underground ciites are rather different than the ones
arownd the tonristic Cappadocia. Apart from the architecturel differences, at least some of them were not
sesedd again after the [irst construction period, whilst in other coses even the excavalion of the enderground
city i3 uncompleted. When appreciated in this context, the underground cities of Kavseri have features fo shed
Light on the beginning of this tvpe of archiulecture, which is dyferent from Goreme, where most examples were
condinnously enlarged and new passoges added during ihe history,

I this article, Belogasi cave dwellings of Kavsert and four different underground cifies in the avea will be
explained in detail.

Ky worns: Kayser, cave dwelling, andergrownd cily.

Riassunio

L\ES&DJM!L‘U‘II’ RUPESTHT K -C.!“IT.&L SOTTENRANEE DEL VILLAGIOG IMN Bﬂdﬂ.ﬂgl B DELLA VALLE HEIL'UTEDEHE
(Eavseri - Turcais)

Sebliene la regione conoscinda come “Cappadocia™ st localizeala nel eiengoln compress fre le regiond di
Nevsehir, Urgiip e Gareme nell ‘Anatolia centrale, In capitale di questo termitorto, nei tempi antichi, era Ce-
aared, eonoseinio ogal come Royseri.

In manierg simife a quanto acceduto per le altre citta della regione, § fufi vulconici che ne carafterizzono fo
geologie sono stafi scavatt dalle popeloziont locali allo scopo di ricavarne singole abitesiont, chiese e cittd
sotterrance, generando momerosi emblematics esempt di insedicmenti solferranel @ rupesiri,
Contrariamerite o quanto aceiduto per le altre province, studiate abbondantemente, é diventate nel corso del
tempo impartasdi leoghi Luristici, gl insediamenli sollerranet di Kaysers merilano ullerior] epprofondinen-
tr seientifict per o loro vicchezza e per le qualita architetioniche che le caratierizzono.

Nei dintorni defla citta, che ¢ state o oullo delfo Cristionitd in Anatolic o partive dal I secoln, sopraiuieg-
ro diverst esempt di realta wrbane ed insediomendi rupesiri, dal VIT secolo in poi, reclizzati con o scopo di
proteggere de comunitd doalle invastoni proventendi dalle altre parti defla regione.

Nelb corso delle nostre attivitd di ricerca siamo ricsciti a scoprire ¢ rilevare diverse citid sotfferrance scono-
seiwie 0 studiate solo superficiolmente, L'insieme di questi fenomeni urbani presenta divers: corgiieri pec-

' DBRUE Cave Resesrch Group; Acikhava Apt. 16/7, Nisantazi, Istanbul, Turkey, email: ayamacigmail.com.
21T, Istanbul Technieal University, EURASIA Institute of Earth Sciences,
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tiart e differenze riapefto agli altvi esempl presenti in Anatolia ed tn parfieolore o (oremne, Laspetto forse
priz imporionie riguorda i loro caratteri di originalita e la moncanzo di una continuita nelle opere di scavo

che caralterizza @l allrt st stortel delin regrone.

In questo sogpio, cerchevemo di analizzare alcuni esempi i abitaziont e quattro esempi di citit sofferranee
preserdi nello procineie Jf Befogosi con o seapo i desericerne L earafiers archibelfonied e formali,

Parore crrave: Revaert, abitazioni rupestre, ciitd solierranee.

Txrroouc N

Theserea (Mg, 1) Bies in Mid Analolian Volesnic Provence
and it's one of the most important veleanic arcas of
Turkey. Volcanic anctivity around this area continued
through the converging of Arabian and Eurasian pla-
tes during the Middle Mipcene period, 16-11.6 million
vears ago and developed the post clash regimes after the
Upper Miocene period. Kayzeri, logated 75 km cast of
the present Cappadocia, has also besn affected by tho-
se inlangive volesnic aclivilies (Aucr Sam el al., 2004,
Some voleanoes of the avea were only amall vents, bt a
total number of 68 voleanoes around Kayveeri had heen
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Fig. 1 - Location map showing Belagas! reglon near Kaysard
city (A. Yamag).

Fig. 1 - Posizfone della reglone di Befagas! vicino sila cifte of
Kayserd (A, Yamag).

aetive Gl Pliocene-Pleistocene times, That creption
phase piled up more than 100 m of thick ipnimbrite
and LulT ground Kayvser,

In antique Cacsarca this voleanie rock was dug by the
local people. Tlouses, churches and underground shel

ters were built into those volcanic rocks and a troglo-
dyte civilization had been eatablished.

Almost all the underground shelters in Anatolia are
very unigue bo antique Cappadocia rogion, which in-
cludes Lhe provinees of Nevsehin, Aksaray and Kayseri
of Ledday, These delfensive undergreand selilsments dog
into soft tuff rocks has long tunncls and living aveas
protected by mill stone doors to defend the local people
in case of an attack, Approximately 180 underground
cities and shelters have been found in Anstolia so far
and 9% of them are in Cappadocia. The academic ar-
ticles about these structures are very limited and only
g few inventories had been done (Bixio et al, 2012;
AvHan, 20041,

In spite of conducted vesenvehes and arehoologiceal
exeavations, nitial construction dates of these under-
ground shelters which are commaonly encountered in
the region are unknown. Although there are not many
historical resources regarding cave settlements i the
region, it can be considered that such kind of a tro-
glodyte mode of living exists in the territory sinee an-
cient ages, On Lhe olher hand, il we lake into conside-
ration that loeal people did not necd any hiding place
during the ages when the region was under the rule of
Byzantine Empire, these underground shelters must
hawve haen dug after T century when Arvab raids towar-
ds region started. Similarly, such kind of underground
shelters were not necessary after 13% contury when the
region came under the rule of Seljug. Thereby, it can be
I.Eurughl. Lhial Lhese 1;[1<1|;!|'gr':|u i sheliers in tha r!-tgillll
-at least the large part of them- were dug between 79
and 13" centuries.

Flg. 2 - Belagas! cave satlemsnis fram narth 1o sauth (phots A Yamac).
Fig 2 - G insadiameanti rupest di Belagas! da nord a sud (foto A Yamag).
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I'oday, there is no housing other than few farmhouses
in Belagasi Village of Kayseri, However, there are 28
dillerent rock dwellings on a rocky slope in this small
Armenian village where people had heen living until
approximately a hundred years ago (fig. 2),

Although o luege majorily ol these dwellings are vne or
twa roomed simple hooses, there are also 2 storey and
-7 roomed quite large cave dwellings (fg. 31,
Southern wall of “Holy Cross Church” which was con-
atructed in 1842 had been built by carving the rocks
and the northern fagade of the church had been stone
walled (fig. 41.

The church was exposed to devastation of time and il-
legal treazure hunters after 1915 Only a very small
part of decoration and Armenian epigraphs within the
building have reached the present day

Twe of cave dwellings exisling in Lhis village are con-
nected to underground shelters, On the ather hand,
although there ave no settlements in Otedere Valley
extending towards south of the village bul there are
two more underground cities in this valley

Firat eatablishment of both the village and all these
four underground cities are uncertain.

Probably, we can think that the village is at least nil-
lenmial.

Fig. 3 - Photo of a double storey, & rooms cave seilemeant at
Belagasi Village (photo A, Yamag).

Fig. 3 - Foto di un insediamento rupestre su due piani, con 8
camere, nel vilaggio di Batagast (fofo A. Yamag).

Fig. 4 - Haly Cross Church of Belagasi Village which was con-
structed in 1842 (photo A.E. Keskin),

Fig, 4 - Chiesa della Banta Croce nal vilaggic o Belagasi co-
struita nel 1842 (foto A.E. Keskin).

Un theaother hand, it can be supposed that there may
had been another gettlement that uzed two other un-
derground shelters in Oledere Valley extending in the
south of the village and none remains of which has not
reached the present day

Beracast Unnercrovnn Ciry No 1

The first underground citv, which 1a located 10 m ca-
stward of the channel bringing water o the village
from the valley and, the entrance was enlarged by a
large treasure hunter hollow is entered via an in sife
mill stone door.

The tunnel, with 70-80 cm width and 80 cm height,
starting from this point continues 42 m without any
change. This siructure, which was named sy “Belagasi
IThderground City No 1" by ua, shows a signifieant
structural change after this long tunnel and opens out
wnio a guite large chamber,

After that large structure theve are two other large
rooms with windows viewing Otedere Valley and com-
nected with each other by a staircase. It is strongly
possible that those two chambers were the remnants
of a collapse on the wall and. after having an opening
to Otedere Valley thev were used as settlements afte-
rwards,

The following structure helind these rooms is highly
striking: There are 24 small rooms in total concatena-
ted in egual spaces on the right and left of 4 34 m len-
gth passageway.

The tunnel situated at the end-point of the structu-
re with 60° zslope leaning towards below 18 engorged.
There exisle o smull peep hole al this last part of Lhe
underground eity and this point corvesponda to 32 m
above of cistern and waler channels located in Otedere
Valley; explained below,

Although any conneetion from below has not been de-
tected, it 1= probable that this last tunnel may have
been excavated in order to reach water sources from
the underground city (fig. 5).
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Fig. 5 - Plan of Belagasi Underground City Mo 1 (drawing E.
Tk,

Fig. & - Pianta della Citta Solterranesa n. 1 di Belagas! {disegno
E. Tok).

43




44

OEERA TPOGEA 2 - 2015

Brracast Uspercrousn Crry No 2

The other structure which is named as “Belagasi
Undergrovnd City No 27 by us is entered Lhrough Lhe
rear wall of another cave dwelling house situated on
alope &0 m southwestweard of the first nnderground ci-
ty mentioned above,

The entrance tunnel of this gecond underground city
is after a 12x% m house full of rubble. Although there
iz not a mill stone door in the tunnel today, the shaft
of the door an Lhe wall slill exists. Suddenly alier that,
short entranee tonnel, strocture of that underground
city became completely different from the [rst ene. In
Lhig atruelurs, roomsz have heon sxeavaled on Che ight
and left of the main tunnel and almost in an upside-
dowrside manner

There are a total of 52 rooms in “Delagas Underground
City No 2", moet of them are smaller than 10 m” and
that underground shelter has a masze appearance whi-
ch is a real abnormal architeciural phenomenon. As a
contrast to its moderate dimensions, it has ane of the
largest number of rooms that has heen encountered in
an underground city in Anatolia, Including the impres-
sivee Derinkuyn and Kaymakh underground cities.
Although some of the rooma can be stovage arcas, it is

sLill unexplainable Lo have an underground gily with so
many rooms in a village which has only 28 eave houses
and also baving another underground shelter within
Lhe same ares, Just like Belagasi Underground Cily No
L, which reaches to Otedere Valley, this sceond shelter
also has an opening to the same valley by a collapsed

wall (figs. 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10),

Fig. ¥ - First seclion of the main galery of Belagasi Under-
ground City Mo 2 (photo AE. Keskin)

Fig. ¥ - Prima sezionsg della gallena prncinale dells Citta Sof-
lerranea n. 2 di Belagasi (folo A.E. Keskin).

BELAGAS| UNDERGROUND CITY NO2
Belagasl, Gesl, Kayserl, Turkey
A E. Keskin, E, Tok (June 2014)

o'mag

Fig. B - Pian of Belagasi Underground Cily Ne 2 (drawing A.E, Keskin and E. Tok).
Fig. 6 - Pianta delis Cilta Solterranes n, 2. di Belagesi (disegno A E. Keskin e E. Tok)
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Fig, 8 - Every part of Belagas Underground City No 2 is full ef
small rooms (photo & E. Keskin):

Fig, 8 - Qg setlors delfa Cilte Solferranes n. 2 o Belagasi e
piena di piceole sfanze (folo A.E. Keskin).

Fig. & - Towards the end of main passage of Balagas: Under-
grownd Cily No 2 (pholo A E. Keskin),

Fig. 8- Verse la fine del passaggio principale della Citts Soffor
ranea i 2 di Belagasi {folo AE, Keskin),

.
Vet tunnel

L : .
\ ¢ ‘Hydraulic
TLIC tL“ =

Fig. 10 - Google Earth view of Belagasi Cave Ssttlements. with bwo underground cities and hydraulic structures: Blue hing 15 the
underground aqueduct, reaching to Belagasi Village (A, Yamag).

Fig. 10 - Visfa da Googie Carih dellinssdiamento rupesire ai Belagasi, con le due ciffa softerranse e fe sirutiure idrawiiche. La
finea bfy indica lacquedolio sollerransa, che raggiunge § vilagoio of Belagasi [A. Yamag).
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OTeEnERE VALLEY Unnercrotsn Crty No 1

Otedere Valley Underground City No 1 is approxima-
tely 900 m southwerds of Belagasi Cave Village that
we had mentioned above and on the eastern slope of
Oredere Valley, on a steep rocky wall (fig. 110, Wherons
1t hae concections with many rooms having broad win-
diows facing the valley, il also has slone mazoney-Ly pe
walls with 4-5 m height (fig. 12).

W g . —

Fig. 11 - Google Earth view of Belagasi Village and Otadere Vallay (4. Yamac),

This structure, named as * Leprosy Hospital” by the lo-
cal people is probably one of the interesting structures
of Kayseri. Even if high stone walls defending the slope
are not, tunnelz within the structure and two large mill
slome doors securing these tunnels are the evidences of
that initinl construction purpase of this structure iz not
4 leprosy hospital, There are two tunnels going towar-
d= east and wesl aller the room gl bhe entranee of Che
structure (g, 134

Fig. 11 - Vista ds Google Earth del villaggio of Belagas’ Village & deia valle df Oledere (4. Yamag).




Orrra TeogRa 2 - 2015

Rastern lunned is Mocked with debreiz al ks 359 m, There
iz o mill stone door shaft at the beginning of this galle-
ryoand il is definite that this eastern tunnel continues
aller the collapsed part. After 3.5 m of weslern lunnel.
a mill stone door with 1,20 m diameter and 26 cm thi-
chness used for closing the rest of this tunnel stays in
st (fig. 140

This main gallery: which is defended through a mill
atone door and its ditheulty excavalted funnels were
left unfimshed 40 m below. On the other hand; a4 small
biranch of the same gallory reaches Lo =everal poomes

Fig. 12 - Fromt view of Oteders Velley Underground City Mo
1. On the right side of the photo high rock walls can be seen
{photo A Yamac).

Fig. T2 - Visla frontale della Citta Sofferranesa n. T nelis Vale di
Cedere. Sul laio destro della fofogralla s vedono e alte mura
costrite in pielra (folo A Yamag).

wilh windows opening Lo Oiedere Valley and, aflerwar-
ds, of these rooms to the largest chamber of this under-
pround strielure with another Jong tunnel,

As [or another tunnel, which is going Lo the egst of Uhis
chamber and a result of a significant engineering with
a 43" zlope and staivcase reaches to another chamber
loeated on the top Moor. The facade of this top chamber
iz completaly open to Otedere Valloy (fig 151

The structure doed nol resemble any other known
underground city with this interesting architecture.
Allhough roome completely open Lo Che valley and with
broad windows gives rize to thought of that are a racky

Fig. 14 - Mill stone deor of ledere Valley Underground City No
1 from the operation room (photo AE. Keskin).

Fig. 14 - Povta macina nelfa Citta Soltsranea n. 1 naila Valle of
Oledera vista dalla camera o ranovra (folo AE. Keskin),

OTEDERE VALLEY UNDERGROUND CITY NC 1

Belagesi, Gesi, Kayaen, TURKEY
A Yamac (Apr. 2014)

LOWER FLODSE

ENTHONCE FLDOS

a'mag

Fig. 13 - Plan of Ctedere Valley Underground Cily Mo 1 {drawing A Yamacg).
Figp. 13 - Planta dells Gifld Sollerranea n. 1 nefla Valle di Otadere (disegno A, Yamag)
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selllemenl, there are also underground passaged pro-
tected by mill stone doorvs and a highly large chamber
apsin excaviled completely underground and suppor-
ted with a column, When taken inlo consideration as a
whole, it can be thought that, this i5 an underground
city that had been started to excavated snd left unfi-
nished. Afterwards, some parts of the structure were
vaed as cave settlements (fig. 16).

Construction reazon of the stone walls with 4-5 m hei-
ght and completely surrounding this structure iz unk-
Mra .

Oreoene Vaveey Usnerarousn Coy No 2

Thiz second underground city is on eaztern slope of
Otedere Valley and 600 m northwards of the first un-
derground eity, near to the entrance of valley. In front
of the entrance there are several ancent tombs car-
ved on rocks. The entrance to this underground city is
through a tunnel lacated on the south of a kighly large
eave dwelling (fig. 17).

Behind a large mill stone door (fig. 187, a chamber with
agize ol Bx2 m oexists. However, Lhe essentially intere-
sting thing is that the tunnel turning cast before this
chamber poes on 13 m downwards by maintaining a
slope of 30° Lhrough smoothly dug slaircases.

o s A S o 3
Fig. 1% - Quitside the second room al the anlrance level of Ofe-
dere Valley Underground City No 1 (photo ALE. Keskin).

Fig. 15 - Visfa eslerna defla seconda camera sl piano di in-
gresso dells Citts Solterranea n. 1 nella Valle of Dfedere (fote
A.E. Kaskin).

Flg. 16 - View from {he first floor towards the entrance floor in
Ctedere Valley Underground City No 1 (photo A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 16 - Visls dal primo plano verso il piano i ingresso defla
Cittd Sotterrarnesn. T nella Valle ol Dtedere (feio A.E Keskin)

'T"l'll‘nugll Lz Hj.l-!i]l]il]::{ diwn r-':!:||i'|bJ al a crossroads,
m below of entranee clevation is reached.

Three differsnt tunnels existing here open to three dil-
[erent rocms. Northwesl and soulheast roomns have o
plain and simple architecture, whereas there are cei-
ling bracket wall, a small communieation hole on cei-
ling and & tunnel engorged with earthworks aller going

Fig. 17 - Cave dwelling house al Oledere Yalley Entrance tun-
nel lo Claders Valley Underground Cily Mo 2 15 on he el af
photo (photo ALE. Keskin).

Fig. 17 - Una delie cavita arbficiali nslfa Vaile of Otedere. If tun-
nel aj ingresso alla Clita Solterranea n. 26 suifa sinisira della
foto [folo A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 18 - Mair iunnel of Otedera Valley Underground City Mo 2
{photo A E. Keskin),

Fig. 18 - N lunnel princlosle della Cilta Sollerranes n. 2 nella
Valle af Oledere (folo A.E. Kaskin),
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B omoin the thivd laege ronm resched Lhrough elimbing
up a small staircase. A tiny communication hole loca-
ted on the ceiling may be the evidence of the probabi-
lity to reach anolher room al the lop elevation by the
continuation of the blocked tunncl.

A mill gtone door, belonging thiz underground eity i=
situated outside of the entrance and al a point near to
tombs. Probably, this door must be the one of which
the shafi is spparent on tunnel wall that is 4 m after
the entrance.

The anly house around Chal underground sheller is Lhe
one that has the entranee to this structure. In faet, as
we wrote above, there is not a single cave or normal
sebllement in Lhis valley and, just ke Oteders Valley
Underground City Mo 1, this sccond shelter is also a
large structure.

With its 160 m tatal length, having 9 different chiam-
bicrs of which some are larger than the largest cave
houses of Belagasi Village and not having any ventila-
Liva shall are some of Lthe interesting lealures of Lhis
underground city (fig. 191,

Orepere Vavrey Hypav g STHUCTURES

Some of the stream existing in Otedere Valley has been
Leanslerred Lo o channel dug an weslern rocky wall
1200 m betore northern end of the valley Water leaka-
ges from the broken parts of the old channel are pre-
venied by placing pipes inside the channel recently.

This channel enters into a tunnecl cxcavated in the
mountain at a point near to north end of the valley and

LOWER FLOCR

o'mag

k -

OTEDERE VALLEY UNDERGROUND CITY NO 2
Belagasi, Gesl, Kayseri, TURKEY
A, Yamac (Apr. 2014}

UPPER FLOOR

Fig. 19 - Otedera Valley Underground City No 2 (Drawing A. Yamag).
Fig. 18 - Citta Sefterranea n. 2 nells Valle di Oiedsre (disegno A. Yamag)

OTEDERE VALLEY HYDRAULIC STRUCTURES
AR RSN ARSI

Bt s, Goead, M
Chrwwerg - il Yamop (hpeil 2014

o'mag

Fig. 20 - Otedere Valley Hydraulic Stuctures (drawing A, Yamag),

Fig. 20 - Sfrutture fdrauliche nella Valle i Otedare (disegno A. Yamacg).
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revels al Belagasi Village al (he noeth of Che mountain
and water coming from this tunnel which iz active ta-
day is slill used by villagers {Tig. 10).

There is another double waler channel excavated in
the reck at approximately 256 m north of the point whe-
re thiz underground agueduct enters into the moun-
tain. Main parts of this old water channel, which was
prehably previcusly connected to the today’s agueduct
going on Lowards north is completely destroyed due to
collapsed stones (figs. 20, 21 and 22).

AL thig poind, a plastered-wall gislern (g 28) located
in 2.7 m lower clevation trom the exit gate of the tun-
nel and having 73 m* area and the structure similar to
awell al T monorlh ol Lhal cistern with 26 m depth have
quite intercsting hydraulic architectural characteristi-
vs that are not encountered commonly in the region.

CoNCLUSTON

The reazon for thal residents of such a small village
like Belagasi constructed four ditferent underground
citieg in total having such many rooms i the village
and Meders Valley is unknown.

Fig. 21 - Some collapsed water tunnel seclions of Otedere Val-
ley. The rock carved door lowards the rght of the photo is the
entrance of the clstarn {photo A E Keskin
Fig. 21 - Aleune sezioni crolfate dellacguedotto nella Valle df
Ofedere. La ports scolpita nefla rocela sulla destra dalla foto &
lingresso deffa clslerna (folo A E. Keskin)

Ackrowledsement

Flg. 22 - Entrance of 2 waler tunnel (photo Ak, Kesking,
Fig. 22 - Ingresso deli’acguedoiio (foto A.E Keskin).

Fig. 23 - Cistern of Otedere Valley (photo A E. Keskin).
Fig. 23 - Cislerns delfa Vaile di Cledgere (fafo A.E. Meskin).

Only possibility is the existence of ancther seftlement
i1 Chedere Valley centuries ago, of which remaing has
not reached the present day:

Belagrasi cave dwellings, two underground cities of this
village and the two other underground cities of Otedere
Vallay, with the hydraulic works in the vallay are highly
important cultural values belonging to the history of
Kavserl, Immediate preservation and appraisement for
Louriskie purpnses ol Vhese cave dwellings and ondere-
ground citics tagether with Otedere Valley as a whole
would be praferable.

As the members of OBRUK Cave Research Group, we expross our gratitude to Prof. Osmaon Ozecy; Eayseri Coordinator
of CEKLU L Foundation. This project and resesrch could not ba realized without his dedicated attitude and extraordi-

nary efforts,

References

AL BeN B, TeMdir AL, Gourgaunn Ac, 2004, Pefmgenetic modelling of Wuafernory past-collisional voleaniam: A ease
stnely of central and eastern Anotalic. Geological Magazine, pp. 81-05,
Avian A 2004, Gealogivel and Morphological Trvesiigntions of the Underground Cities nf Cappadiocie Using GTS. PR

Thesis (inpublizhed), ODTL, Ankara.

Bixio R, (ed., 2012, Coppredoeta: Schede det site sotterrened | Recovds of the undergronnd aites. Archoeopress publisher
of British Archneological Report (BAR), International Seviea 2413, Oxford.




Ek 6: HYPOGEA 2017 Kongresi’ndeki sunumlarimiz

CAPPADQOCIA
AN AN AA

HYPOGEA

2017

Proceedings of Internario igtess of Speleology inArrificial Cavities

Cappadocig. il ke




HY POCGEA 2007 - PROCERDINGS GF INTER R A TN AL CrisdGRESS OF SPELFOL O I ARTIFRCAL Cavitibs - Carpanoeia  MaroH &R 2007

Underground Settlements and Cave Dwellings of Agirnas
Village, Kayseri (Southeast Turkey)

Ali YAMAG

QOBRUK Cave Research Group, Acikhava Apt, 167, Nisantasi, Istanbul, Turkey, avamaci@gmail.com

Abstract

Central Anatelin hod been nffected by the imensive voleanic activities which began 10 million vears ago, 'Thar eruption
phase, which continued even until historical Gmes, paled up more than 100 m o Wil and ignimbrite arcund Coppadocia, The
voleanic rocks were dug by the local peaple and a great variety of underground setrlements were built into the rocks. Antique
Cacsarea which is known as Kavserl roday was the capital of ancient Cappadocia; 155 underground stmenres. churches, cave
dwellings of Kayseri have not been extensively investipated yet, Around Caesarea, which had been the cradle of Christianily
1 Anatalia, there is an iounense amount of cave dwellings and vndergronnd stoecturess, Agimas s @ small village, 13 ko east
of Caesarea, Establishment date of the village, which is the birthplace of Sinan, the most inportant zechitect of the Otomen
Empire during the 16 century, is unknown. Underground of this village is like o cobweb, nearly all the underground sheliers
helow the ald howses ane interconnectsl o cach other, In addition 1o this gigonbe underground stroctural system of Agimas
Village, there are tens of cave dwellings in Akbin Valley, 700 meters west of the village. It i= thought that some of these
strictures, duy in the walls of the valley which continues from Agirnas to Dimitri Village for 3 km, were built as Roman rock
graves. IUis nob possible to determine the date and ain of the original dwellings duc to their continuouws wsage for ecnturics by
re-tlesigming, und the destryction cansed by the erosions on the valley walls,

As OBRUK Cave Research Group, our research within the framework of “Kayser Underground Structurss Inventory
Project™ started with the underground sentlements in the village, Even though it i not possible to determine the first
construction date, it is obvious that this stroctural complex is mors than 300 vears old and it shows us that the village has &
sigantic underground structure dug below the houses with o purpose of defense. Then we continve with Akbin Walley Cave
Dhweellmgs survey. We present here o brel conslugion about the hypogea of this villoge, describing the underground sites amd
cave dveellings of Agirmag Village and their historieal ranstormation ol usage duding the centuries

Kevwords: Kayseri, Agirnas Village, underground seftlements, cave dwellings.

1. INTRODUCTION = X ¥
Fellowing the signing of the protocol conceming the |
surveying, mapping and inventorying of the underground
sirictures ol Kaysen belween the Kaysen Municipalily, I
CREELIT. Foundabion arid ORBRUK Cave Research Grougs,
we have starded our study in this region o January 2004,
The tesalis of the Brat six studies conducled onnl Tome
2004 were srmwnmeed  throngh  the "Firat Preliminarny
Reporr”. which inchided 14 differsm onderground sites and
cave dwelling sertlements that were Idontificd. investigated
and mappad in Kayseri. Manmy underground settlements that
wers never mentloned noany sowrces and seme old rock .
dwellings located in the valleys near Kayseri that were oot ! gat
previously mvestigated were discovered, investigated and - ' e
mapped during these studies, The other Oive studies m Tune - - i
2014 completely focused on the Agirnas Village (192 1) e

There was o vertable wnderground complex wnder this pye f—
settlement. In addition 10 these underground  Streclunes
located under and near Agirmas Yillage, the walls of the -
Akbin Valley that reached from 500 m southegst of thiz
settlement to the Twan Village were full of rock Figure 1: Location map showing the general area of
dwellings. exploration
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Figure 2: Surveying in the seeond underground
structure of Mimar Sinan Underground City

The results of these Ove studics were published as the
“Second Preliminary Report”. In this study that only
includes Agimas Village and it surmoundings, we describe
the tour miderprowd settlements and the cave dwelling villape,

2. AGIRNAS VILLAGE EXPLORATIONS:

2.1 Mimar Sinan Underground Cily

1o Agirnas, a verv large underground strucnure exists under
the hose in which Sinan, the most important architect of
the Ottoman Empire, was born, and which sorves as a
museum today [Neeipagla, 2010].

The restoration of e house was condecicd botween 2006
and 2008 [Soeen, 20041 Some of Lhe undergrouwmd
structures under the house were also cleaned. organized and
opened to visitors doring these works. “This - organization
wark  showed  that the underground oty did oot only
cocompass the space below Mimar Sinan’s (Sinan the
Architert) house, but all the houses in Asimas wore
comnected through an anderground network of structures.
In time. many  homeowners nearby  have walled the
comnestion unnels with stones, o previent aceess (o their
houges from underground.

The underground structure comples uader Sinan's house s
spread over a total ares of 1850 m, It is definite that this
whole structure was a single underground settlement bl
dug 1o recent biockings, it becomes four soparate strucluncs
(Fig. 2). On the other hand, the facl that oven today, the
first and fourth of these structures confivucs under the
aeighboring houses and have many exit peints to the
aurfaee 15 almost the prool of the wvery  eomphicalcd
undergronnd. pelworke that exiated 0 Apireas many
CeTIUTie s g

The presence of four millstone doors, three of them i siu
(Fig. 33 in the fourth underground soueture suggests tha
the structure was built, ai least for gome nme, for delensive
purposes. lowever, these underground structures have lost
their defensive purposes i time, and wunderwent major
slructural changes

The lirst underground siruelure adjacent o the museum-
house Bs reached through o large room supported by stone
arches, This underground room with & barrel vault roof,
[Peguently enceuntered in many places of this stoaciuns and
under some houses nesarby, s probably ong of the oldest
strctures of  this part of  the village.  These  firsi
urlllctgruuml selllemenls  conlinee W the ewst through
different rooms znd some of them reach the neighboring
houges through tunmels, parthy closed by stones.

The lacgest and most pnporant o the underground
slruciures located under Mimar Sinan's howse s the [owrth
structure. Seuth of this enrance, in a chamber with a barrel
vanlt roof. there are furnaces which are thought to be an
iron [oundry,

The srructure contimies enstward hehind the fonndry and
reaches the Tvont streel, through another howse. The
structure was built in two stories up to this point and
opencd up for teurism, Bevond this point, it continues
below the houses nearby through a zmall copeeetion, These
parts of the underground ¢ty are not cleaned, and more
inderestingly, some underground stouctuees are still being
used by those living in nearby housss, The last gallery to
the eaal is filled with mortar and another milistone door
here cmplmsizes the itial purpose of this stoucture (Fig. 4).

Figure 3: One of the in sitee stome mill doores of Mimare
Siman Underground City
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Figure 4: Mimur Sinan Underground site Complex, Nide four dilferent andergronnd strueiures

Figure 5: One of the large chambers in the southernmaest port of Agirnas Underground site
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2.2 Agirmas Undergennnd Site

W have condueted the deailed survey and mapping ol this
struciure, which is lecated on the eastern clifl, ol lhe emiry
to Agimas, and that 15 open to tourism.

Apirnas Lodersroond Site s carved in oa rocky elitt
Tacated aboul 200 m Lo the south of Agirmas. Tt has the
tvpical Cappadocion-style deftnse structure architeeture.
complete with irs small church at the enrrance, itz supply
stores, millslone doors and Hving quarters [Yorukaogl,

1990,

The millstons doors in the tunncls right behind the church
show that the church was alse being vsed in normal times,
I'he 24 meters long and someatimes 4 meters high large hall
reached from the castern side of the church, cxlibits veey
impressive craftsmanship.

Another entry 1o the noethenst of the hall was closed, but
the millsteme used w defend the entrance 15 sGll i place,
The main wonel that continees G 60 meters Wwand U
suttheast ol the hall contains a wial ol 11 living guarsers /
slorage rooms. All of these rooms are so large and spacious
that thcy caonl be  comparcd to other Cappadocian
underground sites (Fig. 5),

Another door lacated almast in the middle of the mnnel and
that opaed 0 the socfice, is eleacd by nostone wall.
Although the millstone door used 1o defend the emranee, 3
meters inside this entrance is not in place. the operarion
poom comlaining the door i3 evident, Another eptryvexit
point and millstone door is present in the southaast of the
utderground gite (Fig. 6).

ACRAAS VERALTE SEHRI
[ ——
D Tok ) v

Figure 6 Agirnas Underground Site
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Figure 7: Mustala Buademir Underground Site

2.3 Mustala Buedemir Underground Site

This sructure which is Tocated anly 100 m from (he Siman
the Architecr's Homse in Agirnas, is located helow Musafa
Boxdermn's house, Thes structure (Frzo 7y, cleared and
opensd e toorism by the house’s owner, has been
meastred and mepped by our groun: As eaplaimed above,
Mustafs Boedenir Underground Site is a small part of the
defensive structures complex that extensively develops
below Apimas. This delensive struciure probably Tosl 1ls
imitial purposs after the 12th-15th centuries, and was used
as a warehouse, barn. ete. in the following period.

During these re-adoptation works, the connection mnnels
that meached under the neghboning houses were walled
with glones. As we have scen in Sinan, the Architects
Underoround Site, this structure also containg lorge halls
that underwent serious architeetural chanpes in ok, The
three-barrel vaulted, high ceiling halls at the main eatrance
and to the west of this entrance are very similar 6 those
previously deseribed. The large halls localed over the
defensive, slone-duored Tvwer parts of the stracture may be
thought tr Be used for daily life,

2.4 Subasi Underground Site

This strucrure is locared in the Subasi Meighborhood of
Agirnns, and is one of the most interesting and different
wndergrowmd settfements in the megion, The stwciune s
located in @ desolate plain that fses towands the Kommeaz
Mountan, about 2 kmo to the northesst of  Sobasi
Metghborhood, 1t can be stated that this defensive structure
s very similar to the Doganht Llnderground Site, which is
also located on o desolale plain 2 km outside the Doganli
Village.
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Fipure 8: Subasi Underground Site

Chn thie ather hand, architecturadly, e Subasi Lndererouml
Site s wvery differemt from the defensive underground
structures that were investigated by our group uniil now.
This waelerground sculleiment carved wnside poumbeite, and
thal 15 revealed as a small il over groumd, bas hree
grrtances, one of which was opened ky 2 collapse.

Although the main entrance does nol resemble the eninmee
of an vndaroround semlement. bur vather the entrance to a
howse or a bam, it might have been used to hide rhe
delensive structure. Although 1L looks very simple om the
map (Fig. &), the low-ceiling, interconnected rooms give
this strueturs the chargelenistics ol g real kbyrimb.

The undergroamd site has a 4 room lower floor that is
accesscd by a shott stawrcase in the casicrn pal, but all the
tunnels in this lower floor are filled with carth. Although a
defensive mmllstone door 15 in place at the northwest
corrance, the millstone doors of the nomhern and southern
minnels are not, even though their shafis are apparent. [t s
possible that there was an old setlement, which has 1efl ne
traee ol s exigienes, near e Subast Underpround Sine,

2.5 Akbin Cave Dwellings

Akbin Valley starts about S m to the west of Agirnas,
and reaches the Turan {Dinvdiri) village [Comert. 2008]. Tt
was formed as a result of the erosion of the Pliocene
pyroclastic and (ulTaceus deposits by the River Akbim. A
very large settlement carved nto the roclks of the western
wiil| of this valley was investizated, measured and mapped
by our group, Similar rock dwellings ore eneountered all
over Cappadecia,

Such  rock  dwellings  exist w0 valleys  such  as
Degirmenders, Delagas, Lodeml, Dersvenk, Turan and
Ciinegh near Kavseri, On the other hand the rock
dwellings of Agirpas/Akbin Valley arc citferent from all
the olher structures menlioned above,

Thi first and mest imporiant dillerence 35 the date of these
rock dwellings in Akbin Vallew, All of the front row of
hoses that are inder protection i Agimas fodoy ore dared
b 1500x, wmd even halone,

The Kayseri Cadastml Rocords Book dated 1300, stanes
that there are 56 houses in this village. Tnthe Akbin Valley,
97 structures have been identified, 4 of them churches. We
do nod think that 1t 15 possible that two large settlements,
300 moapart were simalanenusly settled In this case. the
rock dwellinps in Akbin  Valley showld Bave boon
abandoned much caclier than the 13t or even the [4th
Ceniluty.

However, it 95 known that the other rock dwellings in
Kavserl, for example Belapasi or Tuen, Wwere in use until
the 19ch and 20th canmries. Anathar impertant difference
that sets the Akbin Valley strustares apart [rom ihe olher
rock structurss in Kavserd, s the fact that thers ars Roman
graves thar are very obviously ecarveil. Most of these
structies are curently  only  ddentifiable  through e
carving style of their entrance doors (Fig, ). While the
imternad struglures of the wanb rowms were changed through
time, some rocms still comain klines. Although most of the
structires o Akhin Walley  are resudences  or

barmmsieowsheds, al least 4 churches amd 4 defensive
mnelsrunderground cities were identified.

possilly a Roman grave previously
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From columbaria to dovecotes: two thousand years of use
of cave dwellings in Agirnas (Kayseri, Turkey)

Eric GILLI

University Paris 8§ - 2, rue de s Liberté, 93526 Saint Denis Cedex

gilli

Absiract
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In Agrmas [Cappadocia. Central Turkey), the trudilion of underground seltlement Tasts sinee muore than e Chowsand years.
People vsed 10 exeavate underground struelures in ignimbrites for different purposes. Oven if one cannol exciude prehistoric
rock-vul dwellings, the rst sirsctumes are Reman graves. They were transfommed in churches snd graves during Byeantine
period, then an normal houses, dovecores or storage place in Ottoman and modem perods. Some old cave dwellings anz sl
i nsc, and new anes are 0o dug o make fonit and vepetable soeet places, catrle shads oe evien ninderpronnd muscams.

Kevywords

Cave dwellings, columbarium, dovecote, Roman graves, nccropolis.

1. AGIRNAS VILLAGE

Amrnas is o Turkish village Tovated in Cappadociu, cast ol

Koyseri. Tt is a famons place for being the binth village of
the famens achitect Sinon (Fig, 1), who builc severad
mesgques i stanbul and other phices in Turkey. during the
16" century [Nesipoglu, 2005]

The old part of Afirnay Village contains  several
underpround tooms and passageways belew the prescaot
homeses, including that of Sinan. They are very freguent in
whole Cappadocia [Bixio eral., 2002].

Figure 1: The famous Ottoman architect Sinan

In Afimas they were used for slorage and shelter and are,
e o less, ikerconnested, which makes a network of
wmnnels and chambers that extenils below the village
| Yamaeg & Tk, 20015].

Some parts wre now used for touristic purpose but most of
them are abandoned or usad as ccllars, Two of them were
studied during a field trip with Obrok speleologist group:
Siman's howse (Figs. 2, 3 and 4) and Mustafa's one (Fig. 51

To the MNorth of the village a small valley, Akbin valley
(Fig. A1, lso contains numerons cave dwellings that were
wsed ot different periods, They are exenvared in o the
ignimbrites widely spread by the Ereyies voloanic sysiem
[Toprak et al., 1994),

Figure 2: (e of the undergronnd entramnees
ol Sinan house
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Figure 5: Map of the underground
Firure 3: Underground chamber of Sinan house and passages helow Mustafa Hozdemir house

entrances of neighbaring rock cot dwellings [alter Yamay and Tok 2015]
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Figure 7: Koman graves, Note the presence of two Byeantine,
or modern Greek erosses on the right (red circle)
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Figure 8: Akbin anfique road

Tgnimbrites are very sensitive to erosion which makes it
dittienlt o define the chronolepy bt several cxamples
show imbrcate leatures: older struciures sre re-used and
maodificd by modern peaple. The most recent ones are
lemenn storage places o miral arcas. hofels or mmscums 1o
wurisic pluiees. This constiml wse sinee unknown Hme
makes it difficult v know when the radition of digging
underground sortlements started,

2. GREEK AND ROMAN PERIODS

21 Graves

The oldest remains are graves, They could be from Cireek
perind, bul the archileclural [ealures are more consistent
with the Ramas period. Tsually Roman graves had a front
entrance with piflars and scolpturex, b weathering is
active on jgmimbrile, caesing slope retreals sml revealing
the inmer rooms of the graves. Remnants of frontons and
fricges are still visible (Fig, 7).

Boman people used o incinerale demd bodies, and then they
placed the ashes in collins or umes i niches carved i the
graves walls, The smallest wens ceuld be placed inosmall
syuare or iriangular featured holes that totally covered the
wall in places called columbarium {Borhonus, 2004

To prevent fires and cpidenues. it was forbidden fo buen the
hodies #nd 1o bury them in the cities or the villages and
Mumern] places were always oulside the living places.

They were installad along o main road which give 10
travelers ao imdication oo the wealth of the place and of its
inhabitants [Pricur, 1986].

The vichest tamely bad larpe places to bucy their members.
Some graves were similar w0 houses with several mooms.
The graves were rent for several penerations, it people were
able to pay the rental focs. As pecropolis containcd
hundreds groves, one cen fmsgine that the ineemes coold
be amportant for funeral specialists ond for the local
BCOOY.

The presence of a road {Fig. 8) bonderad by numerous

entranees of rock-cul graves and  the observation of
structures like a circle that could be an agape table (Fig, )

o feading holes for the dead (Fig. 100, b used in Romin
Funeral rites, sapport the hypothesis ol Akbin sile becing
the necropolis of 4 Roman cily that is now A Girmas.

In Akbin some places contmin pigeon houses (Fig. 11
They were widely brad in Aotigue times, Aristotle or Pliny
the Elder wrole abowt pigeon farms, dovecole construction
or mlitary use of pigeons. It is dithicult to know it the
plgeons 0 Afinas were nsed bor food, saerifices or other
purpuoses like manure or even aecial mail. TCis also dilficult
e know if the present dovecotes are from Romon or
vounacr period. They were sfill in use a fow vears ago 1o
collecl guano, bul modern extensive agriculture that uses
chemical products lead o disuse these ploces. We assume
somes o These devecotes wene st Tomeral - columbaris
whise miches were carved o receive cramation ims,

L3 Colombaria

Colnmbarivim tombs are tvpical fornms of the Roman
Tumeral architecture (Fig. 121, Thew were used ax economis
solutions o as a collective burial for a given commumty.
Lieleed, mamy of the tomb eccnpants waere slaves and ficed
men, for whom collectivie bural was one siralesy of
commanity building that counterbalanced their exclusion in
Roman society |Horhonus 20004 |

Fignre ¥: Possible remains of an agape table
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Fipure L Prohable feeding hole in the necropolis of
Akbin valley

1.ater, the miches were used for pigeon’s nests if an entrance
could be duw on the ceiling (Fig. 130 U could be wpped by
a masonry chimney {Figs. 140

Mureover the presenes of STk in stomie places suppor this
hvpothesis (Fiz. 15). When lhe places were [ull, old bones
and ashes were deposited in silos i the Ooor and new
coffing or umns could be installed in the grave,

3 BYZANTINK PFERIGD

Alter the Boman peciod, Christions slaried using the samez
places but they did pot born the bodies and carved tombe
ciller wulside [Fiz. 160 or inside e abansdoned romuam
graves (Mg, I8), Homan rock-cut dwellings were
tramsformed  in churches  with paintings and  Christian
ETOSNCN.

One coan suppose that some places were also transformed 1
mowses. ln opposition o the soman enliee, where buogial
comas had w be far fbor e city, Christian people could
live close o their wonbs, 1 is probobly ae the end of
Byzantine period thar people staned w dig shellers and
panic rooms protected by millstone doors [Bixio et al.
2002).

Figure 12; Columbarium of Ireedmen Vipni Codind in
Rome [* century BC {photo E. Inglis)

Figure 13: Opening in the ceiling of a funeral
columbarimn to transtorm i in a dovecote

3. DTTOMAN TIMES

Humian representation being forkidden by Koran, most of
the Byzantine rcligious paintings and enpraved symbols
were destroyed. The previous Tuneral and religiows places
were ransfommed i new places wilh respect @ the Muslim ndles.
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Figure 14: Masonry chimney on top of a columbarinm
transformed in dovecote

Figure 15: Bones and ashes silo in the soll of a Roman
arave

Tn addition o the transformation of columbariz in
dovecores (Fip, 18, underground scaves and niches for
sureaphagus o eolling eould easily be translormed in
feedors or storage places.

4. MODERN PERIOD

Cave dwellings are still in use 1o many places of e whale
Cappadocia and new vnes are developed. Dus e tourism
expransivn mamy underground hotels or pension howses are
commonly excavated in the tounistic places, like at Giireme,
Urgiip or Uchisar.

People are still vsing old ages tochnigues, with hammers
and picks, and the inhabitznts of Lavak village are famouvs

Figure 16: Omntside tombs on the Akbin road

[or their ability Tor digging the ignimbrite. In addition,
modern digging equipmenis make it possible 0 excavate
very quckly, lacpe  onderground  volumes  like  lemon
stormge places,

I Agienas Village, cxeept for the numercus cellars, the
maderpronnd  places that are still o wse are the threc
muscums of he village: Sinan howse, Mustalfa Bosdemnir
anid the mumickpalily museum:

In Akbin wvalley some places are sill in use [or domestic
purpese (Fig, 19), Tor storage (Fig, 200 or even os canle
sheds (Fig. 210

In Cappadocia. large lemon storage wnnels are excavated
in the ignimbrites. This makes 30 possible the storage of
[roits and vegetables in places where the temperature s low
ani constant.

The imporant economy in electricily expenses is un
argument o develop these underground structures that are
mirwe nurerous in Cappadovia.

The rock is soft crough o be dug by any kind of modern
oo, Mowadavs, clectric or paoumatis hammers arc vsed that
allow fasl working even for individusls, For Targer works
cxcavating vehicles with cutting wheels are used. Large size
chambess v to 10 m o width are pessible (Fig. 22).

=

Figure 17: Bivzantine tomb dug in a Koman grave
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Roman period

Modern period

mascnry lop entrance

Flgure 19: Honse with electrickty line in Akhin valley

5. CONCLUSION

Sueesssive civilizaniong in-Agirnas and Akbin have dug ag
important system of underground sedlements. Gach new
civilization has more o less erased the architectursl
leattores ul ihe previous one which makes 0 dillicull 1o
characlerise them. 1L remaing difficult w know when lhe
tradition of excavating cave dwellings in Cappadocia is
present but i basts sines i least 20000 years,

Due to the facilicy Tor fe ignimbiites o be excavaned, cave
dwelling i= probably as old as the fiest biman serlements i
Anutoli.

by s
Fipure 20: Modern nnderpround storage place for
animal fodder (Note the presence of niches on the right
gide that are remnants of an antigue timb)

For instance houses in Askh Hivilk (1 HEXY BP) were
simple holes dug in the soil and covered with a wonden
roofl [ Gubasaran & Dura, 2001,

In that case the settlement i not o cave dwelling bt 1
praves the shilily o cacavale underground volumes.

Akl Hiiviik is a flet aren, and one con suppose thal people
Tiving close tooan ienimbrite el muy have dug horiconiad
houses into the cliff, However there 13 no evidence of twtally
mderground sirnctare obder than the Reman funeml places,
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Figure 21: Cow shed al the entrance of Akbin valley

Mormal houses were probahly wood and clay ones bur
anthroposenic. pressuee could have doven w0 a rmber
searcity. Agricullure, building, and funerals led o o high
consumption of wood. Then, due to the lack of wood.
people wers obliged to use more mincral material, As
building stones wers i present m the ignimbrite arsa,
their wse was probably difficult or expensive. The
previously  religions settlements could,  casdy be
fransformed in normal heuses. A hypothesis 15 thal the
undergreund necropolizes that were clescd by millstone
doogs, conld boe vsed as shelrers or food stogage iF a oew
cnlrance was dug woallew a visit i the reverse dircetion
The millstone doors conld then be used as aternal door.
The previous entranse must be closed with stones and clay.
This theary could he supported by the rexearch of older
cntranees blocked by earth and s1ones,
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Kirkmerdiven Underground Site at Doganli Village, Kayseri
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Ahstract

Although the rzgion knewn as “Cappadecia”™ i5 ocated in the Nevseli-Urgup-Ciiveme imangle of Anawlia (Turkey), the
capital of Cappudocia in ancisnt s wis e antigue Caesares ey, Wiy known as Kiayser, Buayserd, located 735 km cast of
the present Cappadocia, has been affected by intensive voleanic activives which began 10 million vears ago. Beside some
sl venls, o wolsl number of 68 volcanoes around Kaysert bad been crupling me Plicoese-Pleasteoene Gmes, Thal eruption
phase, which continued even wntil historical times. piled op more than 100 moof thick ignimbrite around Kayseri. As in the
Mevechu=Lirpnp=-Goreme avca, (o antique Cacsarca this voleanic witt was dug by the local people. and hovses, chorches, and
anderground seilements were built into the rocks.

Drifferent from the known touristic places of Cappadocia, the rock dwellings and underground citics of Kayseri have not bzen
investipated. Nevertheless, underproond stooctures of that repion bave such an architcotoral quality fo compete with the
dwellings in other parts of Cuppudocia. Underground selllements of the region are rather dillerent froen those around
Goreme. Apart from the architectural differences, at least some of them were nor wsed after the first consoructon period.
When appreciated in this context, the underground settlements of Kayseri have festures to shed light on the beginning of this
type of arehitecture, which is different from Goreme, where miost examples were continuously enlimzad and new passaees
added during the biatory. There 45 on underground sie known as Kirkmendiven (Forty Stepan 2 km sonthwest of Doganli
Village in Kayseri Provines, inoa Nar and empey praivie, While it s strenge thet this large underground sie, with three
different surfwe connections und most ol ity milleres blecked, s Tocated se far from Dogenbi village, in the middle of o
forsaken plam, it is certain that an ancient setilement was Located in this plain, desprte almost none ol 155 ruins survive loday.
Unlike st of the edher examples iat can be found sround e arca, Kirkierdiven Underground st must Bave not secn diy
use after the period when it was first buoilt,

Keywords: Doganli Village, underground seilements, Kayser, Turkey

L INTRODUCTION » ] S
As OBRUK Cave Research Group, we are conducting the :
“Kayseri Uniderground Senlements lnventory” project in
the city of Kavserl since two years, During these studics.
we have identified, invesligated and mapped o botal of 23
underground settlements. not previously mentioned in any I L jiapeas s
spurces | Yamac el al, 2015 Yamac, 2014]. Only short = . """'H,-'
noles were found in two sowrces abowl the Doganli 2
Underground  site thal was investigated as parl of this
project |Gikyaz et al, nd.; Yérikoglu, 1990, Apart from
these notes, the first comprehensive investigation was

AT WIE

concdueted by o gronp, and the lecation was sueveyed and
mapped for the first tme We wre planning to ocrgunize
these snwlies, which were previously snnouneed in 1wo
different prelimingry reports, inoa book at the end of the
projecL

The village of Doganli is located south of the city of
Kayseri [Fig. 1), in fromt of a rocky cliff. There are
conptless cove dwellings and graves on the mocky walls
mair the wvillaga, € the other hand, no comprehensive
stodies were conducted  coneerning the history of the
village.

Figure 1: Location map showing the area of exploration

The underground site known os Dogandi (or ‘Farmy Sleps!,
due 1o the staws carved e the ock ot the villape
enlrance}, is sbove the rocky ploleay thal houses the
Doganh ¥illage on its cliff abour 2 km sowtheast of the
village (Fig. 31, Two of the thees ditfercnt depressions on
the level plateaw, on which the vndergrovnd settlement is
Tocated and theat is wsed Tor agricolione today, are the rooms
of the underground village that are closest to the surface,
while the third and lurges) depression is the original entry
door o the Trowanli Undersrownd Chty,
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DOGANLI UNDERGROUND CITY
Dogani. Yesilhisar, Kayser, Turkay
E. Tok, &. Yamac {July 2014)

Figure 2; Plan of the Doganli Underground Site
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Fipure 4: Main hall of the Doganli Underpronnd sites
with a todal wrea of 500 m* it is vne of e largest hall in
Cappadocia

This original entrance siarts with wide stairs earved into (he
mick with a 3d<legree slope (Fig. 20, Farther down he
corridor, thers is @ marrosy wnnel protected by o millstlone
door. The main gallery bevond this tunnel = very
impre=sive. This hall supported by 15 gigantic pillars s
mueh larger than simibar underground  halls (Figo 4).
showing an area of about 300 m", In addinon to ws size.
sopie architcetural details of the pallery are slso faidy
interesting.

Thire are 11 divisions carved 4m the north enid sl walls of
the hall, The reason we call these stractires “divisions’ 74
hecnuse they have the characteristics of sectioms separates
[romn caeh ather by thin walls The fuet that we have found
clean water with o depth of 2 meters o 352 m cislem
(Fig. 3) al the wall of the hall duing our survey provides
an evidense o e high architestupsd guality of this
cenmunes-oid structure.

One of the two tuanels locawed at two different parts of this
hall is blocked by debris afier a short distance. The wther
el branches our and conttues for 74 m, and then i,
14y, is blocked. A branch from this main gallery reaches the
upper leval, and reachas the sorfuce with a firly large
room, All (hie wmnel vonnections e the surface e
protecied by millstone doors. Although some of the sione

doers are it in place nday, the door shalts on the gallery
walls demonsteate the prescnce of these doars.

The third branch reaching the surlace is at the beginning of
the main entrance stairs, and o part of the gallery tuming
a0,

Thiis aallegy alao hovses four peoms thet are carved in faicly
Jarge dimensions, different than the small chambers vn the
hall. A eross carved into the rock. and the remainders of
wall pauntips in ooe of the rooms, supocst that it was &
small chapel. The northern connection of this shunt
consists of the collapsed reof of a room, Although this last
aveessible roon kas a sccond cdoor, i was not possible to
investizate this pan because of the collapse,

Althouah the fact thar this largs underground strvemine that
has three differcnl connections o the surlace. and many
gallenes of which wre Blacked, s Ioeard on o desolae
Fatland 2 ke away rom the Dogambi Village, i may b
thought that an ancient dwelling that left no trace of its
existence was located on this Hatland.

In contrast to many other samples in the cities of Kayser
and Nevgchir, the Doganli Underground settlement was
proshubly not uscd afler 1 construction.

TFigure 5: The vistern in the muain hall
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2, CONCLUSION

Taday, the Doganli Underground site (= volocrable against
all kinds of nawral and illegal digeer damages. On the
ather hand, although it has a very impressive and original
architecture, i1 38 nor cerfain how such an important
huilding, which is far fom any towristic seitlements,
[Comnert, 2008 and even e own village, nught be
pratecied.
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si PUsATL KOYUNON biraz

disinda, sessizlik iginde vadi

duvarmi izliyerduk. ilk izlenim

kefiroenin tam  anlamiyla sok
edich. Karsimzdaki tiim kaya duvar ve
by duvarin dniinde uzanan, syaklarim-
zin altindaki toprak delik desikti. Tim
arazi kaya yerlesimleri, veralti yapilan,
tiinelier, gecitler ve yeraltn sehirlerivle
dolnydu. Bu gorilntd yillardir gesitli pro-
jeler igin benzer mekaniarda bulunmug
bizler izip bile aligilmsin disinda ve et-
feileyiciydi

Cbruk Magara Arastirma Grubu olarak
bu kez Kayserideyiz. Kayseri Bityiikse-
hir Beledivesi ve Cekill Vakh ile imzala-
difimz protokel kapsanunda daha dnce
Gaziantep ve Urfa / Halfeti'de ylritii-
gimilz projelere benzer bir bagka biiyiik
projeyi, veralt yapilanmn envanlerin
hazitlayvacafiz. Yaplifimiz is Onemll;
diinyada g ana kadar yiiriitlilen en genis
kapsaml “yeraif vapilan aragtoma pro-
jesi” hu. Kayserimin cesitli boigelerinde
gerpokiestirilen ve su ana dek 78 yerain
yapisnun haritalandi cabgmalann bir
ayagin da gepligimiz glinlerde Kayseri i
merkezinin 55 kilometre giineyinde bu-
Ianan Tomarza’da tamamiadik.

Her re kadar glinlimtizde Kapadokya
denilinee Nevsehiv - Urgiip - Goreme #e-
geni akla gelmekteyse de antik caglarda
Kapadokya'mn baskentl bugtin Hayseni
olarak bilinen antik Caessrae sehriy-
di. Buginkii turistik Kapadokyaion 70
kioinetre dogusunds bulupan Kayserd,
glintimilzden milyonlarea yil dnee hag-
fayan yogun volkanik aktiviteden aynen
komsusu gibi etkilenmisti, Bu dinemde
pliskiirmeye basiayan ve satdece bu bdi-
gede sayilart 70 civannda olan kietlic
biiyilk birgok yanardag, Kavseri ve civa-
rinz yer yer 200 metre kahimhginda tuf
v ignimbrit yigdi. Bu vollanik tiif, yore-
de yasavan insanlar tarafimdan ylzyilar
boyunca kazhp oyuldu, kayalarm igine
meskenler, kiliseiler ve koruama amach
yeralty gehirleri inga edildh. Tam tarihi
bilinmemekle beraber milattan sonra 4.
yiizyildan beri kazildigi tahmin edilen
bu kaya verlesimleri, o ginden giniimi-
ze lcesintisiz olarak kullanildi

e yandan, ¢ahgmalanmiz sirasin-
da hemen her yerde rastiadigimiz canak
comlek parcalarn, bu vapilann arkeslojik
olarak neredeyse hig arastinimams tari-
hi haklinda bir takmn ipugian verse de
vilzyillar icinde yeniden ve defalarca se-
killenmais sessiz duvarlarm as] hikayesi
hald gizemini korumakra.

Oyle ki bu beilgedeki her yeralt sche

rinin kendine Orgli yamsal karakteris-
tidi, farikh mimard tiplerine sahip, genis
yelpazede dafihm  pgBsteren  amaglar
igin kullamilmis yerlesmelerle calismaya
ahgken bizleri bile zanan zaman sasirt-
tL Gelgelelim bu gibi olafiande mima-
rilerin, yapay magaralarda calismamn
en cekict yainm olusturdugn reddedile-
mez bir gercek. Bu arazide gecirdigimiz
zawnan boyunca gordilfiimiz pek ok
yeraltt schri arasmndan secim yapmak
elbette zor. Yine de tim calisma dine-
mi gtz Ontine alindiginda bazilari var ki
unsurlan koousunda yapilan tahiminderin
hepsini havada birakti Bu sehirlerden
en dikkat gekicileri Incili, Kirkor, Kusca-
1z ve Fatinler yeralti sehivleriydi.

IMCiLPDEK GlZEM
Tomarza ilgesinin on kilometre kuze-
vinde fucili Xoyit bulunur, Bu kdy, yazar
(Omer Seyfettinin de hir donem yagadi-
g1, Incili Kaftan hikdvesinde bahsi gegen

sonlamyordn, Yiizeyin cevie kogullarma
bu denli agik olmanin getinsi olarak bu
cokiintiiden baglayarak odamn zeminini
yer yer yemyeyil otlay sarmugty, Hizhea
Sleitm aldiktan ve [otogral cekmeld igin
bu ferah mekinda az daha vakit gecir-
dikten sonra tavamnnda kiiclik bir cbkiin-
Hi buhinan ikingi salona, oradan da ikin-
ci kisma gectik. iki oda ve bu odaya kisa
pasajla bafih ficineti odadan olugan ikin-
ci kKisim, nzun koridorla gecilen ficiined
krsma vani son nolctaya ulasty. Nihai ula-
silan noktamn tek odadan merdivenler-
le ulasgian ckistan olusmasi ve magara
boyunca dikkate deger vapnin bulun-
marast bu yapinin savimnag amach ka-
zildigins kesinlestivse de higbir kapt tas
ve operasyon odasi olmamas: garipti
Burada yasamis insanlarin hangi dilglin-
celerle bu yapilan inga ettigi konusunda
kanaate varmak igip ginlmiiz mimari-
siyle karglashirma yapmak ya da talunin
yiiriitmek disinda pek sansimzim olma-

SONRA ALTI ODALI BUYUK SALON, ARDINDAN 68
METRE DEVAM EDEN DAR TUNEL, AKABINDE DOGU
YENUNDE BIRBIRINE BAGL U¢ BUYUK ODA.. "0 DA
NE?" ODALARDAN BiRINDE YER ALAN & METRE

an ae i

DERINLIGINDEKI SU KUYUSUNUY GORDUGUMUZDE

n

VERDIGIMIZ TEPKI TAM OLARAK BUYDU...

ktwydiir. Tacili yeralts sehii bu kiyde yer
alir, Uy giris ve iki cdkintilyle yerylizi-
ne agilas yeralll sehrd, iic ana boliim vo
bu béltimleri birbirine baglayan koridor-
lardan olusuyor. Zivaretcilerini biivilk,
genis bir agiklikla karstiavan magara, hu
ozelligl sebebivie definecilerin de iigisi-
ni fazlasivia ¢ekmis. Bu genis agichigm
dniinde son hazrbiklammiz yapip Sletim
ve cahisma ekiplerini  kararlastwdik-
tan sonra geriye dogru yoleulugumuza
bagladik. Ulagtiaimiz ik salon yaklasik
olarak 86 metrekare biiyiikliigtvie etki-
fevicr bir gtriinti sergilemektevdi. Kuo-
zeydeki genig ¢hkiintll bacadan siizilen
ik huzmeleriyle aydinianan salonun
kuzeydofu duvarinda gdze carpan agik-
ik, daha sonra kegfedecegimiz bir odayva
giciyordn. Cokinti bacadan dokillen tag
wigimmn gerising, odamn ban duvarma
dogra balaldifinda secilen karzlh sonu
hkalt bir koridor ve girinti seklinde bir
adacigy takiben digar: ulasan agkhkla

i agiktn Cabisma alamnmuzin karanhk
koridorlaren ve  odalarmn arkamizda
birakarak kafamzdaki bu cevapsiz so-
rularla sonraki sehre dogru vola giklik

KiRKOR YERALT! SEHR
Tomarza ilcesinin bes kilometre ku-
zevinde ve anayolun hemen batisinda
bulunan biyik tepe difer calisma ala-
mmnzd ki bakista aldukea siradan gd-
riinen tepenin sasirtici yainysa yvapay ol-
masidir. Yiizeyde bulunan canak ¢Omliek
kirtklarindan anlasidig kadanvla verle-
simin gegmisi tarth dncesi dimeme dek
uzainyor. Bu yapimn gitneyindeki diiz-
fiikte saymz antik mezar ve bir yeralty
savunima yaps meveul. Biz de bu yeralis
sehirlerinden birini Kirkor veraiti geh-
rini dlgmek lzere araziye vayilms, ma-
garamin  girigini buimaya cahsivorduk.
ik etapta, vola yalunhfivla kolavhkla
budacagimizn dilgiindilffitmiz bu yeralt
sehrinin girisini aramakla gecen yaron
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saatin sonunda, arazide islerin her
zaman planlandigr gibi gitmedidi-
ni tekrar Lecriibe etmigtik. Bulun-
mast oldukea zor olan bir girise
sahip bu yap, pirisin ardindan tas
kapiyla savunulan 65 metrekare
bilyitkliigiinde bir odaya aciliyor-
du. Odanm kuzeyine devam eden
ve tkal: bacayla sonlanan 38
metrelik tiinel ve tam ziddinda,
giineye dogru devam eden galeri
bulunuyordu. Takiben on metrelik
tiinel, sonra altn oedah bityiik salon,
ardindan 63 metre devam eden dar
tiinel, akabinde dogu yonlinde bir-
birine bagh ii¢ biiyik oda... "0 da
ne?" Odalardan birinde yer alan 14
metre derinligindeki su kuyusunu
girdigimbzde verdigimiz tepkd
tam olarak buydu. Bu kadar dipte
ve béylesi dar pasajlamn sonun-
daki bu su kuyusu, burada Glgiim
alan bizleri hem sasirttt hem dii-
gitnduirda.

KuscaGz:
YERALTINI SAVUNMAK
Tomarza'yva bagh Kuscafiz Ké-
vii'niin ii¢ kilometre dogusundaki
vadide yer alan Kuscagiz yeralt
sehri Kayseri'de simdiye dek aras
tirdigimiz en buyik yeralti savun-
ma vyapilanndan biriyvdi. Subat
2017°de bir cumartesi sabal, kar
yvagis ve tipl Kaysen semalarina
hikimdi. Bizse on besinci arastir-
ma gezisini yapmak {izere arazi-
deydik. Her ne kadar zorlu doga
kogullarinda  calismaya  aliskin
arastirmacilar olsak da tipi altmda
vaplan kisa viriviisin ardindan
dogayla inatlasmanin gerekli ol-
madigr konusunda fikir birligine
varmamiz pek de uzun siirmemis
ve bu veralti sehrinin ¢lciimii, ha-
ritalanmasi ve fotograflanmasim
tamamlamak igin bir sonraki aya
hirakmustik. Bir av sonra iste yine
aym noktada aym ararive bakiyor-
duk ve bu kez yagmur yagivordu.
Bir gun Once ghnesin prril piril

-]

Sthbarak Kyl yakinlaninda
bulunan Fatinler yeralti sehrinde
yakin zamanda bu koridorlara girip
yolunu kaybeden ve zamaninda
erzak deposu olarak kullanilan
Gukura diisup telef olan bir
hayvanin iskeleti.

parladigs gokylizl yutilmuscasina
yagivordu, Ote vandan, kizil ren-
gin hikim oldufu araziye Lezat
olusturan gri-hevaz gbkyiizii e
koyu siluetler halinde gOkylzti-
ne uzanan yapraksiz lek ik agac
giwwdelerinin - yarattif  romantik
atmosler ve bu hafif karanlile, vadi
duvarlarma yerlesmis, Roma ve Bi-
zans ddnemlerine ait saysiz kaya
mezarmm  olugturdugu manzara
gercekten ghrlillmeye degerdi. Bu-
rayt karsflastigimiz en ilging vapl-
larm arasma koymamiz tam da bu
sebepten. Aym bolgede bulunan
Kirkor ve Komilr veralti sehirleri
gihl Kuscagiz yeraltn sehrinin de
ne savunma yamsi ne de yerlesme
insa etmek icin cok da olagan sa-
yilmayan bir mezar alaninda kazil-
masi ilgingti.

Yine, Tomarza'nm 22 kilometre
dogusunda bulunan, eski ismivle
Emirusagi, veni ismi Avsar Oba-
s1 Koyirniin iginde yer alan diger
veraltt sehri willar énce turizme
agilmaya c¢ahsiltms, bhir kismina
clektrik tesisaty ddsenmis, olas:-
Iikla hichir ilgi olmaymea da kade-
nne terk edilmisti. Bu halihazirda
volu olan, kapisi olan epeyce bir
insaat gtrmils weraltt sehrini &l-
cerken basimuza ne gelebilirdi?
Burada da dogal yapiyr bozdugu
gerekeesivle hep kars: oldugumuz
bilingsiz ingaat temelfi turizm an-
layisimn lirdindi bir ana kap bize
siirpriz  hazirlamisti ve  yeralti
sehrinin kapali kapst karsisinda
safanak vagmurda caresizdik. En
sonunda, girisindeki duvarlan tu-
rizme acilirken taslarla orilmils
bu sehrin kamsimin fizerinden at-
layarak iceri girdik. Belki de bunu
igaret olarak almalydik. Bu yap,
eski tavaninm bir kismi ciékmiis
33 metre capindaki bilyiik salonun
devammda, kuzey ve giiney yon-
lerine dogru uzanan iki ama gale-
riden olusuyordu. Giineve dogru
devam eden genfs galeri yikint ve
molozla doluydu. Bu galeri daha
sonra daralarak doguya dintiyor,
tiimii hairiyatla tikal dort farkh
kola aynhyordu. Bu kollardan bi-
rni haritalarken artik alan o kadar
daralinstt 1d cogunlukla ilerideki
bir noktadan tutunup kendimizi
cekerck stirinmek suretivle ilerle-
yehilecek haldeydik. Bir noktada
arkadaki dleiim alan aragtrmaci-
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TOMARZA

BU HALIHAZIRDA
YOLU OLAN, KAPISI
OLAN EPEYCE BIiR
INSAAT GORMUS
YERALTI SEHRINI
OLGERKEN BASIMI-
ZANE GELEBILIRDI?
BURADA DA DOGAL
YAPIYlI BOZDUGU
GEREKGESIYLE HEP
KARSI OLDUGUMUZ

BILINCSIZ INSAAT
TEMELLI TURIZM
ANLAYISININ URUNU
BiIRANAKAPI

BizE sURPRIiz
HAZIRLAMISTI.

mn Ondeki istasyons gOrmesi ve
hatta eskie atan kiginin Olcom alka-
mn nereyvi istasyon olarak belirle-
digim tespil stmesi imkinsiz hale
gelmisti. Hal bovieyksn akmaya
karar veren ekibi wfak bir sirpriz
heklivordy. Manevra yapacak alan
yolim ve Oondeki arashirmacinin
kaskr sikigmgts. En ufak hareke-
tim bile: zorlukla vapildigs, omuz
genisligi mesare bile elmadigi jein
bir «nue onde bir omuz arkada
gecilen ba darhkta bovlesi basit
olay bile hatin sawile probleme
dimdsehilir. Zorlu beg dakika ve
milim milim vapilan hareketlenden
sonra kask nibayet kortuldu we
ekip serbest kaldy Bir baska ekip

* ige kuzey linelinde calismaktaydy

Glingy timelinden daha vrun alan
Kusey thneling, yeralt depolanyla
doln salondan sonra ikiye ayrddig
verden doguya dogio takip chigi-
mizde 16 melrekarelik kiigik bir
odada sonlanmaltayde Bu yeraln
sehrini ilging kikan nokta burmya
kadar ki kisim va da bo son oda
degildi, buramn son olmasiydi
Uzun tiinel sonucunda wlasian o
oda bir “son savumna” poktasnyss
son derece fyi planlanmg savumma
vapsinda buraya gelene dek hichir
tas kaps, duvarlarda kap safts veya
operasyon odasi bulunmamas: da
b yeraln sehrinin gizremivdi.




]

Tomarzamn simdiye dek kestedilen
e bivik yerdl sein, Kuscadr Kowa
yvasnlannda bulundu. Bu yagimn
andndskl kavaya oyme meskenisrin
bichedike hisem okt gin birgak
rnoklada yerat sebrine giris ancak
cikmilg kayalar srasndan yepilabiyar
Wistie).

Tomarzalnm bes kilomelrs suzeyvinds,
gravols yehun noklace sansiz oxki
i Dulunuyor. Kirkor olargk DEnern
Brilgexde hem girlgh bu mezadann
arasinga olan fiF yersm sene

hem o herus incelenmamss

wapery bir tepe mevewt isagaa),
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Kirkoryerall gebrinin Bulumdugu
alanm yokirdarnco cloukca bliyik Bi
tiurrdilis merar Bulunayar (sodda),

Kapadokya'da kayalaa oyuimus
aglvercinikiere skea rastanin
Giilveren Kdwu'nde bulunan bu

kiGk ve acik gluercinlik tarz olarak
binenlerin gofuna benzemecigi gbl
kowln clokusuna g mig onimar] bir
ozountik clerok dickat cokiyor (alttal,

[OMARFA a4




i macma & Hazian 7o




KADR D2MEN

L]

Kdmilr Kiyil'nin ug kiemeire
kumeyinde: Ekick biigesinds bulunsn
dBrt adat Roma lahit mezan,
Semearoami kapakiaryla sacecs bu
bilgrarin degll, tim Ot Anadaly'nun
Ediren yegans Srnedl (acds Lstte)

Pusattaryeralt sehfinde qrsteki
kilttasiannn ardrdan uzanan
koridorlardan geclerek alelarin
yagadiy odalara ulaghyor {solda).

FATINLER YERALTI SEHRI
Tomarza caliymast kKapsaminda
aragtirilan en ilging yapdardan
bir: olan Fatinler yeralti schri de
Tumares lgesine bagh Sih Barak
Kiyiinin 500 metre degusunda,
vadiye bakan yamapta. Savup-
ma yams glarak planlanan bu
veralnn sehrini ilging kilan kisim
g Farkl gitisinin meveut olma-
51 En batida yer alan, duvarlan
nigh bilyitk yeralt odusmmin bar)
duvarindan baglayan ve arka ar-
Laya iki kap tagiyla savunulan
thnelin orijinal girig oldugyu tah-
min edilivor. ATastrimamiz sua-
sinda buldogumuz molozla tikah
okan i farkh tinelin de daha st
kotka kufan doguya, vadive dogru
devam ettigi girildyvordn. Yeralh

LRCLUEN. 2401

sehrinin ortasinda bulunan diges
Zirisin de kendine at Kapl tas ve
operasyon odam var. Karakten
*birbirlerinden farkh bu g girisin
g aym kullamim d8nemini van-
sitma ihtlmall ize gire kesfin
en heyecanh kismi. Zico bu kesif,
vapilarin zaman iginde toplulok-
larla beraber gosterdigi degisimi,
vasayan yapilat kaviamin gozler
dnine sermekteydi
Bu birgoklan arasmdan dikkat
celdel dzellikleriyle sunbmg ya-
pilar, glbetre 1 bo kodarla sinorh
kalmavacak. Bu projenin ilerleyen
baszmaklarnnda, perek mimari
farkhbklan gerek de Kullamin bi-
gimleriyle bizi gumurtacak birgok
vem yvapiyla Karsilasacagmme kuv-
vetle muhtemel.
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Ek 8: Proje Kapsaminda Caligilmasi Planlanan Diger Yapilar:

Yesilhisar, Erdemli K6yt kaya yerlesimleri

Yesilhisar, Keslik Koyu kaya yerlesimleri

Yesilhisar, Soganl Koyt kaya yerlesimlert

Yesilhisar, Guzeloz Koyt kaya yerlesimleri

Gesi, Guney Mahallesi vadisindeki kaya yerlesimleri
Mancusun Koyu (Yesilyurt Mahallesi) kaya yerlesimlert
Kocasinan, Yuvali K6yt kaya yerlesimler:

Melikgazi, Zincidere Harman Yeri yeraltt sehri
Melikgazi, Endurlik (Yorikoglu) kaya yerlesimleri
Melikgazi merkezinde Mustafabey Mah. Yeraltt sehri
Melikgazi, Kayapul Mevkii kaya yerlesimleri

Hacilar Lifos Dagi kaya yerlesimleri

Argincik kaya yerlesimi

Damlamaci I. ve I1. yeralt1 sehirleri

Bayramhact K6yt kaya yerlesimleri

Yuvali Koyt kaya yerlesimleri

Incesu Kiillii K6y kaya yerlesimleri

Biinyan Kayabasi kaya yerlesimleri

Biinyan merkezde yeraltt sehri

Erkilet Akin, Kizik ve Cevril koyleri kaya yerlesimleri
Agirnas, Eski Turan (Dimitri) Koyt kaya yerlesimi
Agirnas, Bagpinar (Isbidin) Koyt kaya yerlesimi
Agirnas, Derindere K6yt kaya yerlesimi

Agirnas, Golgebagt Mev. kaya yerlesimi

Agirnas, Sigiryatagt Mev. kaya yerlesimi

Buringlz yeralt: sehri

Develi, Gazi Kasabasi yeralt: sehri

Deveh Sahmelik Vadisi

Deveh Oksenek Vadisi

Deveh Oksiit Kéyii kaya yerlesimleri

Develi Aysepinar Koyt kaya yerlesimleri

Deveh Comaklt Koyt glineyinde yeraltt sehri
Deveh Incesu kaya yerlesimi

Deveh Kulpak Koyu kaya yerlesimleri
Ozvatan-Amarat Kasabalaft yakinlarinda Zirha Kalesi Yeraltt Sehri
Tomarza, Saraycik ve Simengen daglarinda yeraltt yapilar
Tomarza, Dadaloglu Yeralt1 Sehri

Incesu, Aksu Baglart Mevkii kaya yerlesimleri












