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1909 tarihli Kiepert haritasinda Kayseri ve civart
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MS 1. yiizyilda ¢izilmis Peutinger haritasinda Kapadokya ve civart




GIRIS

OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu olarak 27 Aralik 2013 tarihinde “Kayseri
Yeralt1 Yapilart Envanteri Projest” icin calismaya basladik. Kayseri Buytikse-
hir Belediyesi ve CEKUL Vakfi ile bitlikte, iiclii bir protokola baglt olarak
yuritilen bu proje, Kayseri’de bulunan tim yeralti yapilarini arastirmayu,
ol¢tip haritalamayi, fotograflayarak belgelemeyi iceriyordu. Her ne kadar; pro-
jeye baslamadan 6nce ve calismalarimiz sirasinda yaptigimiz arastirmalar antik
Kapadokya’nin baskenti olan Kayseri’nin, bugiine dek arastirilmamis sayisiz
kaya yerlesimini ve yeralti sehrini barindirma olasiligini ortaya cikartmistiysa
da, “Kayseri Yeralt: Yapilart Envanteri Projesi” basladiginda hi¢ kimse bu den-
li biytik ve uzun soluklu bir projeye adim atildigint diistinmiiyordu.

Sekiz yildir siirmekte olan “Kayseri Yeralt: Yapilart Envanteri Projesi” bugiin
geldigi noktada; ilk defa tarafimizdan arastirilip Slctilen ve haritalanip raporla-
nan 39 yeralt1 sehri, 47 kaya kilisesi, ti¢ yeraltt su yapisi, 10 maden ocagi ve alt1
kaya yerlesimi ile, degil Turkiye’nin, diinyanin en biiyuk yeralt: yapilart arastir-
ma projelerinden birisi olarak saygin bir yere sahiptir.

‘Kaya Yerlesimi’ ile kasdedilen bu altt kompleksin her birisinin tiim yapilari ile
kayalara oyulmus bir kéy oldugu ve bahsi gegen alt1 kaya yerlesiminden sadece
Dimitre (Turan) Koyi’nin 229 kaya oymast yapt icerdigi g6z 6niine alinirsa
bu calismanin kapsami daha da iyi anlagilacaktir. Kayalara oyulmus bu koylerin
timu Kapadokya’da bulunan ve turistik acidan gayet iyi bilinen Zelve, Cavusin
gibi benzerlerinden ¢ok daha buyuktir.




Daha 6nce yayimlanan bes ara raporda da belirttigimiz gibi; bu projenin temel
amact, Kayseri ilinde bulunan ve bu bélgenin tarthsel ge¢misi ve kilttri icin
son derece 6nemli olan, 6te yandan, kagak kazilarla veya artarak devam eden
ingaatlarla hizla yok edilen antik kaya yerlesimlerinin ve yeralt: yapilarinin daha
tazla gecikmeden arastirilmasi, belgelenmesi, haritalanmasi ve kapsamlt bir en-
vanterinin hazirlanmasidir.

Her ne kadar giinimuizde “Kapadokya” olarak tanmnan bolge Nevsehir -
Urgiip - Goéreme ticgeninde yer almakta ise de, antik caglarda Kapadokya’nin
baskenti bugiin Kayseri olarak bilinen antik Caeserae sehri idi. Bugtink turis-
tik Kapadokya’nin 70 km dogusunda bulunan Kayseri giinimtizden 10 milyon
yil 6nce baslayan yogun volkanik aktiviteden aynen komsusu gibi etkilenmisti.
Bu dénemde piiskiirmeye baslayan ve sadece bu bolgedeki sayilart 70 civarin-
da olan kiiciik — buyiik bir¢ok yanardag Kayseri ve civarina yer yer 200 metre
kalinliga ulasan tif ve ignimbrit yigmislard.

Nevsehir- Urgiip - Géreme ticgeninde oldugu gibi, antik Caeserae’da da bu vol-
kanik tiif yorede yasayan insanlar tarafindan kazﬂm1§, kayalarin icine mesken-
ler, kiliseler ve korunma amacli yeralt1 sehirleri insa edilmisti. Ote yandan;
Urgiip - Géreme gibi Kapadokya’nin daha cok bilinen turistik yérelerinden
tarkl olarak Kayseri’nin kaya yapilart ve yeraltt sehirleri daha once arastiril-
mamustir. Halbuki, bu bolgede bulunan kaya ve yeralt: yerlesimlerinin buyiik
bir kismt mimari agidan Kapadokya’nin diger kisimlariyla rekabet edebilecek
kalite ve guzelliktedir.

Kiliseleri hari¢ tutarsak, kayalara oyulmus bu yapilarin tarihini tespit ede-
bilmek hentiz mimkiin degildir. Savunma yapilarinin ve yeralti sehirlerinin
MS. 7 ila 11. ytzyillar arasinda kazildigs distintlmekte ise de bu tarihler arke-
olojik olarak hentiz ispatlanmis degildir. Ote yandan; mesken, ahir, agil, depo
gibi kaya oyma yapilar gecen ytizyillar boyunca kesintisiz olarak kullanilmalari
dolayistyla hicbir sekilde tarihlenememektedir.

Tarafimizdan yapilan bu ¢alisma; temel olarak, Kaysert ilinde bulunan tim tar-
ithsel ve arkeolojik kaya ve yeralt1 yapilarinin tespit edilmest, 6l¢tilmest, harita-
lanmast ve ylzey haritast tizerine vektorel olarak islenmesinin yanisira, detayli
olarak tanimlanmasidir.

Bu calismanin; raporlarimizda bahsi gecen tim bu yapilar i¢cinde hentiz tescil
edilmemislerin de miimkiin olan en yakin siirede tescil edilerek daha kapsam-
Ii bir sekilde korunmasi, 6nemli yapilara farkli kullanim amaclar saglanarak
degerlendirilmeleri ve bu sekilde gelecek kusaklara kazandirilmalart icin bir
baslangic olmasini diliyoruz.



\ Mallepa

Killi T.
11 Cigdemik T. (} ERKILET
9 \
: SALAGOZ
. ZMOLU {|, = aradag T.
62T, o \ 1249
\@ e resan i\ 9
il \ Kurideligi T
2
1
| KAYSERI
:;:;naaqg '“'“'“”- S | TAULH%UN
I:;,l!;|FTLH"( | 'n,
&
“Dededad — / ],n O{\TALAS
1250 5 Dags
(=)
|
KARPUZSEK| Hasan E‘“ﬂ’@ l.ryukl{i; @
-Ilr ‘__'_.-'
. Hacar (5 KlRANARm 63
/ HSARIKURKLU 5Kk Kzl ZINCIDERE
7 1663 HiSARCiK
'| INCESU HKANLICARDAK Gank T420) Mahepe (5
I|,I o KIZILOREN YankDaj  LitosT. ) A
| ITELIFELY
| AhasT (:@ll(epazT (i')ﬂ Ir_dil I.-"' 1967 ?‘E‘J
0{!. , Hag
SURTME (.?Ke;e iy CibandDadl Dag- r@ —" Y Nemiitarta 7,206 \
"E!- f\_\ Bozdag & ""Ih i ‘E‘\- =
I Gogaay @\ 2321 -’@:) o,smﬁfn"ﬂﬂ: TT o i
| 2197 J//\:@/ {;;B Kolanl l:ragu & are7 6% rtE:k';l T.
) /\’Egnmzwf o b /ﬁ
| ﬁb Gewmast. & 5 mﬁ Y encives) (G
,-l Bozdaj (3jTepecik T. Kerriz T, “fﬂii\ DAL I,lll 2623039'
// 1992 SEHSABAN . Tﬂ\fﬁ'-::\tﬁ .fl:f g? MG
I o ¥
ll:::,n' Evll-ya{/r:g @lﬂpe 12393; ; 3 70 <:)
/ @mT £ 'a'i‘ D.mmn‘r o = (Ol Besik T
| N P Cy 7
Gmnunyuqug &Q ) @)
' DORTYOL KULPAK \5 \1/™ Bespammak </ s
i p—" S?Sé" Dai 2115
s yasivri V' Adaca 2
ﬁ_}%ﬁm 2196 (;J Kamarﬂﬂ;’-é\} ‘. BGOMAKLI
S 1694 o=
S~ KIZIK - .
KarmyankF) T2l
CAYIROZU D 1595 j@:’? / ©
% Sultandad
| 15849 =
T LIG ) =7
SULTAN SAZLIG| SOvSALLI uEVELIb aff’rm A
ey =V TepeckT. ‘xf_@
= I ] - o
01 2 5 10 KM - W ) \KAZWCI
N X

Prof. Thsan Ketin’in 1995 tarihli makalesinde Kayseri civarindaki kiiciik ve
buytik tim volkanlar1 gosteren haritast




Caligmalarimiz ve Raporlarimiz

27-29 Aralik 2013
25-28 Ocak 2014
27 Subat-2 Mart 2014
3-6 Nisan 2014
15-19 May1s 2014
12-15 Haziran 2014
24-27 Ekim 2014
7-9 Kasim 2014

4-7 Nisan 2015

3-6 Temmuz 2015
5-8 Aralik 2015

1-4 Nisan 2016
8-12 Ekim 2016
6-10 Ocak 2017
15-19 Subat 2017
13-16 Nisan 2017
12-15 Mayis 2017
10-11 Temmuz 2017
12-16 Agustos 2017
25-29 Ekim 2017
6-11 Aralik 2017
8-13 Nisan 2017

28 Agus-7 Eylul 2017
20-23 Aralik 2018
14-17 Subat 2019
17-21 Kasim 2019
22-28 Haziran 2020
4-7 Aralik 2020
21-25 Nisan 2021
19-22 Ocak 2022
24-29 May1s 2022
21-27 Kasim 2022

1. Arastirma
2. Arastirma
3. Arastirma
4. Arastirma
5. Arastirma
6. Arastirma
7. Arastirma
8. Arastirma
9. Arastirma

10
11
12
13
14
15

. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma

16. Arastirma

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma
. Arastirma

1. Ara Rapor

2. Ara Rapor

3. Ara Rapor

4. Ara Rapor

5. Ara Rapor

6. Ara Rapor



KASIM 2022 iTIBARIYLA CALISILAN KAYA

YAPILARI VE YERALTI SEHIRLERI
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: Walvwaki
1. Ali Dadi Yeralt Sehri
2. Ali Saip Pasa Yeralli Sehri
3. Gesi / Degirmendere Vadisi kaya yerlesimleri,
Catalin ve Penzikli yeralty gehirieri
4. Belafasi kaya yerlegimi, No 1 ve No 2 yeralt
sehirleri, Otedere Vadisi No 1 ve No 2 yeralt
sehirlern
5. Kirlangig Vadisi Yeralti Sehri
6. Guzeldz Yeraltt Sehri
7. Doganh Yeralt Sehri
8. Ajirnas, Mimar Sinan ve Mustafa Bozdemir
yeralll gehirleri, Akbin Vadisi kaya yerlegimleri
9. Subasgi Yeralhh Sehri
10. Demokrasi kaya yerlegimleri
11. Talasira Yerall Sehri
12. Danalik Yeralti Sehri
13. Dadaloglu kaya yerlesimleri
14. Emirugad Yaraltl Sehri
15. Incili Yeralti Sehri
16. Siimengen Yeralli Sehri
17. Kirkor Mevkii Yerall Sehri
18. Kurukdpri Yeralti Sehri
19. Fatinler Yeralti Sehri
20. Kuscadiz Yeralti Sehri
21. Kémuir Yeraltt Sehri
22_Gillistan Yeralt Sehri

23. Harman Yeri Yeralt Sehri

24, Subas kaya kilisesi

25, Sahmelik Vadisi

26. Gazi Samig

27. Tombak Tepe kaya yerlesimleri
28. Aysepinar kaya mezarlan

29. Oksenek kaya kilisesi

30. Mahmutguk Yeralt Sehri

31. Yenikdy kaya mezarlar

32. Eski Pusath Yeralh Sehri

33. Vekse kaya yerlegimleri ve kiliseler
34, Dimitre kaya yerlesimleri ve kiliseler
35. K. Blringiz kaya yerlesimleri
36. B. Blrlngiz Yeralt Sehri

37. Incesu kaya yerlesimieri

38. Talas Amerikan Koleji

39. Derindere Mevkii glvercinlikler
40. Derevank Manastin

41. Subas Yeraltl Sehri Mo 2ve No 3
42. Blinyan Yeralt Sehri

43. Sosun Yeralt Sehri

44, Pazardren Yeraltl Sehri

45. BoQazkoprd kaya yerlegimieri

46. Dalek kaya yerlegimleri

47. Bayramhaci kaya yerlegimleri

48. Hahcioglu Yeralll Sehri
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Koramaz Valley

Description
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UNESCO’nun Koramaz Vadist ile ilgili web sayfast (www.whc.unesco.org/

en/tentativelists /6473 /)
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KORAMAZ VADISI UNESCO DUNYA MIiRASI GECICI LISTESINDE

Uzun cabalarimiz sonunda, Koramaz Vadisi 14 Nisan 2020 tarihinde UNES-
CO Dinya Mirast Gegici Listesi’ne kabul edildi.

Sekiz y1l 6nce basit bir tinel arastirmasi i¢in geldigimiz Kayseri’de gegen yillar
boyunca kesfedilen sayisiz yeralti yapist ve sonucunda ulasilan bu nokta sa-
dece OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu icin degil, birlikte ¢alistigimiz Kayseri
Buytiksehir Belediyesi ve CEKUL Vakfi1 icin de bir gurur vesilesi.

UNESCO web sitesinde yayimlanan resmi dokiimanin tam metni su sekilde:

Koramaz Valley

Turkey

Date of Submission: 14/04/2020

Criteria: (v)

Category: Cultural

Submitted by:

Permanent Delegation of Turkey to UNESCO
State, Province or Region:

Province of Kayseri

Coordinates: N38 48 9.83 E35 41 2.42

Ref.: 6473

Description

Koramaz Valley is situated within the boundaries of modern Kayseri Province
in central Anatolia. The valley is an earthquake fracture which is 12 km long
and sweeps from the east and to the west. The base altitude of the valley is
1500m in the east edge and 1665 m in the west edge. Some of the surface
waters form their own valleys and the others soak into underground and rise
to the surface in the form of fountains. All the waters of these streams and
fountains slowly met each other and form Koramaz Stream.

Kayseri Province is covered with pyroclastic rock that was erupted by the
Mount Erciyes and other surrounding volcanoes since Upper Miocene Period,
and these rocks are mostly of easily-eroded, cellular structure such as tuff and
ignimbrite. These soft rocks structured the valleys by eroding.

Today, there are seven residential areas and some abandoned settlements of
ancient period in the valley. Pigeon lofts, columbaria, mausoleums, tumuli, un-
derground defense structures, caves, temples and churches, sheepfolds, ob-
servation points are still seen in the valley. These structures date back to the
first millennium especially during which Pagan-Christian struggles emerged
in Roman Empire. The typical structure of the valley and people’s daily lives
continues harmoniously.



There have been determined 42 rock churches so far in the thereabouts and
in the seven different settlements in the valley. The biggest of these churches
is 1,5 by 4 meters. They are dated to the middle of the first millennium. Some
of the churches were converted into store houses and pigeon lofts later. Only
four of them have fresco and some others have ceilings with tunnel vault and
apsis in the shape of horseshoe.

The watercourse flowing in valley bottom, the plant structure, and dry farm-
ing all together fed the ecosystem of pigeons. As a consequence, there have
been hundreds of pigeon lofts in Koramaz Valley and its neighbor valleys.
The waters flowing from inside the valley feed the Engir Lake which is located
in the west exit of the valley and protected as a natural site. The common pi-
geon loft culture in the valley is thought to be strengthened by the ecosystem
in this lake. While some of the pigeon lofts were made directly as pigeon loft,
some others were converted from columbaria to pigeon lofts by adding pipes.

Koramaz Valley was quite an ideal place for graves because of their location
on outbound route and their ideal distance to the city center. Accordingly, 21
columbarium - the mass graves where the ashes of the non-elite Roman citi-
zens used to be kept in special ceramic bowls after incremation- were deter-
mined in Koramaz Valley so far. Of these columbaria, 14 carry domed archi-
tectural features. There is at least 100 bays and 200 bays uttermost in each
columbarium and they are easily distinguished from the other grave structures
thanks to the grave niches operated on the walls. They are known to be gen-
erally managed by an organization called collegia as social clubs. Collegias’
most important function was burial operations. However, these group burial
places lost their importance with the transition of the Paganism to Christianity.
These structures later started to be used as pigeon lofts by opening pipes on
the ceilings.

Both in the villages and around the villages in Koramaz Valley, there are lots of
defense structures (underground cities) carved in the rocks. The characteristic
feature of these defense structures is that they are connected with each other
through tunnels and that these tunnels are protected against external attacks
with circular rock doors. Although their exact construction date is unknown, it
is generally accepted that these structures were carved by Christians for pro-
tection purposes from the Arabic raids. There are lots of small “underground
cities” in the valley but out of 15 underground defense structures only five big
underground cities in three settlements have been certified, measured and
mapped. The tunnels of underground cities in the two villages are thought to
be covering all the settlements, of which some have come to a deadlock and
the others have been blocked by stuffing rocks and stones.

Since the valley has been in use for thousands of years, there are hundreds of
historical stone houses as an example of civil architecture, 6 historical stone
bridges, 26 historical fountains, 5 historical watermills, 5 tumuli. Majority of the
stone houses were built on the houses formerly used as a cave.

Among some settlements in the valley, it is possible to come across some in-



dustrial structures such as linseed oil houses where linseed oil was produced
and used for illumination during ancient periods and afterwards. It is known
that, the plants such as safflower, rocket seed and quarter are transformed
into oil in these houses after agriculturally produced. Until the recent period
these houses were used actively and three of them still remain standing.

Justification of Outstanding Universal Value

Koramaz Valley with its volcanic landscape, convenient structure for agricul-
ture, freshwater bodies and the soft structure of rocks has been a life space
for different civilizations. It accommodates a wide range of cultural heritage
elements with their different characteristic features that has a history of thou-
sands of years.

The alteration and development of civilizations and the change in the archi-
tecture can be seen in all layers of the valley. For instance; the columbaria
in the valley were initially built in the Period of the Emperor Augustus. The
columbaria built after Augustus gained advanced functions and those built
after Tiberius evolved into above-ground structure. The architectural design of
the columbaria has idiosyncratic characteristic feature and unique.

The first traces of civilization in the valley belong to the Roman Imperial Pe-
riod. However; Kanis-Kultepe settlement, which was an important center in
the late Hittite Period (1200-700 B.C), Hittite Period (1800-1200 B.C) and
Assyrian Trade Colonies (2000-1100 B.C) is located on the west exit of the
valley. It is impossible for the people living here to not interact with the valley.
Additionally, the west exit of the valley also intersects with the historical trade
route which lies on the east-west direction. The disk tracks of the oxcarts and
caravans can be seen on the surface. This road was used by trade colonies
for silk trade and during Turkish War of Independence.

Criterion (v):

Koramaz Valley is an outstanding example of human interaction with the en-
vironment and consequently multifunctional use of land with its huge under-
ground cities, columbaria, pigeon lofts, cave churches etc.In some places,
the tunnels of underground cities are thought to be covering entire residential
areas. Some historical stone houses were built on the houses formerly used
as caves. Under the dwellings, sometimes one or two to three-storey caves
continue to the lower boundary of the neighboring house.

Different kinds of structure in the valley were used in accordance with the
needs of people in the course of time. For instance; a cave carved for the
purpose of sheltering were detailed as rock graves later and after Christianity
was set free, they were used as church. The churches from the Byzantine
period are still seen in the valley. Finally, under the Seljuk and Ottoman dom-
inance some of these churches continue to be used as religious structures.
In a similar way, some of the columbaria were converted into churches and
some of them into pigeon lofts later but some have survived to the present day
as original columbarium. Columbaria used to be built on the itineraries and
on the places far from the city center in order to be protected from epidemic



illnesses and environmental effects.
Statements of authenticity and/or integrity

The valley is about 21 km away from the city center. This distance has helped
to keep the valley free from urbanization pressure. The people living in the
valley have preserved the natural and cultural life as an ancestral heritage.
All of the historical buildings are either carved into the rock or made of rock.
Therefore, erosion has partially destroyed structures over time. The building
stock that has survived to the present day is considerably high in number and
valuable. No large-scale repairs were made to these structures. The cultural
assets in the valley including tumuli, fountains, bridges, churches, historical
mansions, underground cities, columbaria, pigeon lofts, necropolises etc. are
protected under the National Conservation Law numbered 2863.

A small area compared to the valley has been declared as a Historic Protect-
ed Area and a Conservation Plan was prepared for the area. With the deci-
sion of Kayseri Melikgazi Municipality dated 06/08/2018, it has unanimously
decided that relevant planning will be initiated and restoration projects will be
launched.

Comparison with other similar properties

Despite of some structural similarities between Mountainous Phrygia (on the
tentative list) and Koramaz Valley; Mountainous Phrygia only carries traces
of Phrygian culture, while Koramaz Valley carries cultural traces of different
civilizations. The World Heritage Site of Goreme National Park and the Rock
Sites of Cappadocia contain structures very similar to those in the Koramaz
Valley, but the number, capacity and architecture of the underground cities
differ. The cities in Géreme National Park and the Rock Sites of Cappadocia
were built in mostly vertical architecture. Those in the Koramaz Valley were
built in horizontal architecture. The Archaeological Site of Kultepe-Kanesh is
located just outside the valley, which can take the history and interactions of
the valley to dates earlier than Goreme National Park and the Rock Sites of
Cappadocia. In addition, the columbaria and the domed architecture of the
valley almost exclusively differentiate the two regions.
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BUYUK BURUNGUZ YERALTI SEHRI

Kayseri Yeralt1 Yapilart Envanteri Besinci Ara Rapor’da detayli olarak anlatilan;
Buyik Birtnguz’un altinda yer alan iki farkli yeralts sehri; Aymanl ve Akkurt
uzun ¢abalar sonunda bir noktada birlesti. Béylece, baslangicta iki farkl yeralts
sehri olarak arastirmaya basladigimiz bu yapinin tim kéytn altini kaplayan
devasa bir yeraltt sehri oldugu anlasilds.

Toplam 1286 m ye ulasarak sadece Kayseri’nin degil, Turkiye’nin en biiyuk
yeralt1 sehirlerinden birisi haline gelen Buytik Birtingtz Yeraltt Sehri, bu kes-
fin ardindan medyada oldukga yer ald: ve degisik kanallarda haberlere ¢ikti. Ne
var ki, bu bizler icin ¢ok sasirtict degildi ¢iinkii yillar 6nce Agirnas’ta ‘Mimar
Sinan Yeralti Sehri’ ni calisirken -aynen bu yerlesimde oldugu gibi- bolgede
bulunan tim diger eski yerlesimlerin de altlarinda ¢ok buytk birer savunma
yapist olabilecegini diistinmustuk.

Tarihlert Osmanlidan, hatta Sel¢ukludan ¢cok daha gerilere, MS 7 ila 11 ytizyil-
lara uzanan bu koéylerin halklari ortacag boyunca siiren akinlara karst kendil-
erini savunmak i¢in bu yeraltt sehirlerini kazmislardi. Bolgenin Selguklu ege-
menligine girdigi ve saldirilarin ortadan kalktigr 11. ylzyilldan sonra herhangi
bir yeralti sehri insa edilmedigi bilinmektedir. Bu yapr da, Buytk Biriinglz
Koéyi’'ntin ge¢cmisinin bin yildan daha uzun bir zamana ulastiginin ispatidir.

Bu yap: Turkiye’de simdiye dek Olcilen en uzun yeralti sehirlerinden birisi
idi. Bu savunma yapisinda tespit ettigimiz toplam 27 kapi tas1 ise bir diger re-
kordu. Ote yandan, su ana dek 6l¢tiigiimtiz ve haritaladigimiz yeraltt sehrinin
Biyik Biringtz Kéytwniun ufak bir kismini kapladigini da biliyoruz. Tikali
olan 23 farkl ttinel bu yeraltt sehrinin dl¢tugiimuzden ¢ok daha biiytk old-
ugunun, olasilikla tim koyu bir ag gibi 6rdiglniin ispatt. Bu, tikali tunellerin
acilmasi veya bagka girisler kesfedilmesiyle Buyiik Burtingtiz Yeraltt Sehri’nin
uzunlugunun bugiinkiinden ¢ok daha fazla olma olasiligt mevcuttur.
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INCESU ESKi KOY iNLERI

Incesu ilgesinin 3 km batisinda, kayalik bir yamagta yer alan bu kiiciik kaya yer-
lesimi, biri hari¢ tiimu birbirine gecisli 14 farkli yapidan olusmaktadir. Yapilarin
ikisi cift kathidir ve altta yer alan bazi yapilarin besi yeri olarak kullanildig: be-
lirgindir. Orta grupta yer alan iki farklt yapidan batiya dogru kazilmis 5-6 m
uzunlugundaki tiinellerin sonundaki odalarin girisinde birer ‘operasyon odast’
bulunmaktadir. Her ne kadar tas kapllaﬁ bugtin yerlerlnde degilse de, bu tas
kapilart acip kapamaya yarayan ve ‘operasyon odast’ ismi verilen kuguk cepler
son derece barizdir. Bu; kdy tipi kiictik savunma odalart ise bu yapi komplek-
sinin en geg 11. yuzyllda kazildiginin yani bin yildan daha eski oldugunun is-
patidir.

ESKI KOY INLERI
@







KAS KOYU ROMA KAYA MEZARLARI

Kocasinan ilgesinin bir koéyu olan Kag’in giineydogusunda bulunan ve yak-
lasik 600 m uzunlugunda bir kaya profilinde yer alan Roma kaya mezarlarinin
buytk bir kismt Kapadokya’nin Emirli; Karlik, Sivasa, Aysepinar gibi farkl
yetlerinde bulunan diger Roma kaya mezarlar1 kadar thtimamli bir 6n cephe
isciligine sahip degiller ve basit birer gomi yeri htiviyett tastyorlar.

Diger yandan, bazilari iki hatta ti¢ klineli olan ve daha once arastirilmamis bu
44 kaya oymast mezar odasi, Kapadokya’da bir bélgede simdiye dek tespit
edilmis en buylik Roma nekropolii olarak kabul edilebilir kanisindayiz. Bu
kaya mezarlan ile ilgili bugiine dek herhangi bir bilimsel arastirma ve yayin
yapilmamistir.










Talas Amerikan Koleji batt cephest 1930 lu yillar

AMERIKAN KOLEJ] YERALT! YAPILAR

Talas, Kayseri
Gizim: E. Oaibtivar (Mayis 2021)
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TALAS AMERIKAN KOLE]JI YERALTI YAPILARI

1871 yilinda insa edilen Talas Amerikan Koleji’nin ana binasinin altinda deva-
sa bir yeralt1 yapist bulunmaktadir. Bir ana galerinin etrafini kusatan bes farkl
kanat halinde ve ana kayaya oyularak insa edilmis bu yap: kompleksinin ana
galerisinde ve bazi yan kollarda tavan yuksekligi yer yer 4 m den fazladir.

Yapiya inen merdivenlerin hemen kuzeyinde bulunan ilk yan kol su anda icinde
su olmayan bir sarnictir. Sarnigin zemini giris kotundan 3.80 m asagidadir ve
icinde yuzeydeki bir kuyu ile baglantili bir cep mevcuttur.

19 x 2.7 m Olgulerindeki bu sarnig, Ali Dagi Yeraltt Sehri'nde bulunan 32 x 3.2
m Olciilerine sahip sarnictan daha kiictikse de hem boylesi buyiik bir binanin
altindaki ana kayaya kazilarak insa edilmis olmasi, hem de -giris kotuna dek
doldugunu varsayarsak- 190 ton gibi inanilmaz bir su tutma kapasitesine sahip
olmasi takdire sayandur.

Inis merdivenlerinden baslayan egimli moloz yiginlart sarnicin karsisinda bu-
lunan diger kolu neredeyse tumiyle ttkamissa da bu kolun da, glineybatiya
dogru devam eden diger kollar kadar ytksek ve uzun oldugunu varsayabiliriz.

Moloz yiginin yarattigl egimin sona erdifi ve ana zemine ulasilan noktadan
itibaren kuzeye dogru iki, giineye dogru ise kivrik bir baska kol uzanmaktadir.
Ana galeride ve kollarda genislik yer yer 4 m yi gegcmektedir, tavan yuksekligi
ise hicbir noktada 3 m nin altina dismemektedir. Kuzeye dogru olan ikinci
kolda bulunan kesme tas bir duvar ve pencere disinda higbir kolda ana kayaya
kazilmis bir nis, oyuntu vs. mevcut degildir. Sadece, ana galerinin alt bahcedeki
yeni yapilmus villalara acilan ve son dénemde briketle kapatilmis agzina yakin
kisimda her iki duvarda bir - iki sira halinde guvercinlik mevcuttut.

Talas Amerikan Koleji’nin ana binasinin altinda ve olasilikla okul ile ayn1 tar-
ihte ana kayaya kazilarak insa edilmis bu devasa yeralt1 yapisinin yapim amaci
ve fonksiyonu belirsizdir. Bu denli genis ve yiiksek bir ana galeriye ve kollara
sahip bir yeralt1 yapisinin depo olarak kullanilmak amaciyla kazilmis olmasinin
olasiligr dustktiir.












DERINDERE VADIiSi GUVERCINLIKLERI

“Eski Gesi Yolu” olarak da bilinen ve Kayseri sehir merkezinden Ge-
si’ye uzanan cadde Derindere Mevkii’'nden ge¢mektedir. Burada, baslangict
38°47°00.46”K 35°38°08.88”D koordinatinda olan ve yiiksek bir kaya duvarda
yan yana siralanmus alt1 farkli yapidan olusan ev tipi kaya oyma giivercinlikler
bulunmaktadir. Gesi civarina has, kule tipi gtivercinliklerden farkli olan bu; ev
tipi givercinlikle hem Kayseri’de, hem de Nevsehir’de sik¢a rastlanmaktadur.

Yapuilarin ilk kazilma tarihi bilinmemekle beraber, uzun zamandir islevsiz old-
ugu ve uzun bir stre agil olarak kullanildiklar asikardur.




Guvercinlikte, kiictik bir ic odada bulunan kaya rélyefi
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DEREVENK MANASTIRI

Kayseri’nin 4 km dogusunda bulunan ve Karasu Cayr’nin asindirdigt Derevenk
Vadisi’nin adi, Ermeni asilli ‘Derevank’ adindan Tirkee’ye dontsturilmaustir.
Talas ilgesinin dogusunda, kuzeybati-giineydogu yoniinde yer alan bu vadi,
Tavlusun’dan glineye, Zincidere’ye kadar uzanir. Vadinin kuzey kesiminde her
iki duvarda da irili ufakli ¢ok sayida yapay magara bulunmaktadur.

Derevank Vadisi’'nde kilisesinin yani sira, vadinin Ermenice’de “manastir”
anlamina gelen “vank” isminin kokeni olan kayaya oyulmus devasa bir Er-
meni manastirt bulunmaktadir. Kayseri’nin en 6nemli kaya manastirlarindan
birt olmasina ragmen, sadece birkag yayinda kisaca bahsedilmis olan bu yap1
kapsamli bir sekilde arastirilmamistir ve bu manastirla ilgili tarihi bilgiler old-
ukca sinirhdir. Manastirin ilk yapim tarihi bilinmedigi gibi, Aziz Sergius veya
Surp Sarkis olan ismi bile bazi kaynaklarda yanlis yazilmistir.

Derevank Manastiri, tartismasiz bir sekilde Kayseri’de sekiz yildir arastirip in-
celedigimiz tim kaya yapilarindan farklidir ve mimari olarak ¢cok gelismis bir
tarza sahiptir. Vadi tabanindan 35 m yukseklikte yer alan bu manastir komplek-
si yumusak volkanik tif icine kazilmistir ve kompleksin kuzeybati-giineydogu
yoniinde uzanan cephesi 120 m uzunlugundadir. Biri kilise olmak tizere vadiye
bakan 12 farkli yapinin yani sira, arka kistmda da iki oda daha bulunmaktadir.

Derevank Manastiri, mimari agidan birkag farkl garipligi bunyesinde barindir-
maktadr. Tlk anphk kiliseden sonra kuzeybatiya dogru devam eden yapinin
son bolimiinde 6n ve arka cephelerdeki tiim odalarin kayaya oyulmus bir ko-
ridorla birbirine baglanmasidir. Koridorun arka tarafindaki ana kayaya oyul-
mus odalarin bu yeralti koridoruna agilan kapilart mevcuttur. Kapadokya’daki
kayaya oyulmus mimari tasarimlarda gorilmeyen ve herhangi bir korunma
amaci gitmeyen bu kadar zor bir mimari pratigin nedeni belli degildir. Subas:
Kaya Manastirt gibi diger 6rneklerde, odalar arasindaki kisa gecisler kayalara
actlan kisa tiinellerle saglanmaktadir ve diger tim baglantilar icin yapilarin
onundeki yol kullanilmaktadir. Ayrica Derevank Manastir’'nin 6n cephesinde
bugtin bile kullanilabilen genis bir patika zaten bulunmaktadir.

Derevank Manastir Kompleksi’nin bir diger mimari garipligi, yapinin hem
gineydogusunda hem de kilisenin devaminda yer alan devasa galerilerdir. Bu
galeriler, manastir kompleksinin en dogudaki girisinden baslamaktadir. Du-
varlarda nis, zeminde silolarin olmamasi, yer yer 4 m genisliginde ve 2.5 -
3 m tavan yuksekligi olan besik tonoz ¢atili buytik galerilerin islevsel olarak
kullanilmadigini kanitlamaktadir. Glineydogudaki ilk girisi takiben bu galeriler
bir ticgen olusturmus ve tiggenin uzun kenart boyunca her iki yonde devam
etmektedir ve bu galeriler yukarida bahsettigimiz kaya oyma koridorun pargast



degildir. Kazilmas: planlanan ve daha sonra terk edilen odalar icin baglant:
tineli olamayacak kadar buytk olan bu galerilerin kazilmasinin nedeni belir-
sizdit.

Bu galeriler dar bir gecitten sonra yuzeye acilan ve duvarlarinda nisler bulu-
nan baska bir odaya ulasirlar. Bundan sonraki yap: ise Derevank Manastirt
Kilisest’dir. Sunagi tamamen tahrip olmus apsisinin ust kisminda bir pencere
bulunmaktadir. Yaklasik 26,5 m uzunlugunda ve ortalama 5 m genisliginde
olan nefin 3.80 m ytiksekligindeki tavan: tamamen besik tonozlu olup, hem
apsis hem de nefin duvarlart kismen dokiilmiis olmakla birlikte stvalidir. Apsis
kuzey duvarindaki birkag kiictik isaret disinda kilisede fresk bulunmamaktadur.
Nefin kuzey duvarinda oda oldugunu dusundigimiiz kisim, tavandan disen
iri kaya bloklari ile tamamen tikanmistir. Bu odanin karsisindaki giney duvar-
da yer alan diger odanin nef ile cift baglantis1 vardir. Bu ikinci odanin ytizeye
acilan dis baglant1 tiineli orijinal degildir ve yukarida yazdigimiz gibi sonradan
kazilmistir.

Kiliseden kuzeye dogru devam eden yapy, islevi belirsiz bir baska galeri — kori-
dordur. Duvarlarinda bir veya iki nis bulunan bu besik tonoz cati galerisi 3.20
m genisliginde olup 21 m dtiz devam etmektedir. Amact anlasilamayan bu diger
galeri-koridordan sonra yukarida bahsedilen ‘kayaya oyulmus koridor’ ve sol
ve sagdaki odalar baslar. Baz1 odalarin giris kapilarinin arsitravlar: ve stitunlar
tek parca kayaya oyulmus bazalt olup saglam durmaktadir. Cephesi tamamen
vadiye actk olan baska bir odanin duvarinda yer alan fresklerin muhtemelen
19. yiizyilda yapildigt yapildigt ve freskte gorilen yapinin Derevank Kéyi’nde
bulunan iki katl bir dini okul oldugu dusunilmektedir. Yillar i¢inde buytik
zarar goren bu freskler Bilgin Yazlik tarafindan djjital olarak restore edilmistir.
Sonraki iki odanin vadiye bakan tavanlari tas tonozlarla desteklenmistir. Her
iki odanin da ilk yapildiginda muhtemelen agtk olan vadi cepheleri daha son-
ra kaba taslarla kaplanmistir. Manastirin kuzeybatisinda yer alan son odanin,
icinde bir silosu olan bir mutfak olabilecegini dustinebiliriz.

Bir biitiin olarak ele alindiginda bu yap1, Kapadokya’da simdiye dek bilinen ve
sayisiz esere konu olmus Hallag, Sahinefendi, Yusuf Kog, Eski Gumus gibi
bircok kaya oymasi manastir ile rekabet edecek iscilik, kalite ve estetik gtizellige
sahiptir ve bir kompleks olarak bu manastirlarin cogundan daha buyuktir.



Derevenk Vadist’nin kuzey girisinden glineye dogru gorintisu
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Derevenk Manastir’nin kaya oymast yapilarinin kar altinda géruntisu




Derevenk Manastir’nin “Surp Sarkis” olarak da bilinen kilisesinin batidan
doguya goriintiisi. Bu yapt Kayseri’de bulunan kaya oymast kiliselerin en
buytiklerinden birisidir.

Yapida mevcut 11 kaya oymast odalardan bir digeri
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Solda bu yapinin duvarindaki freskin orijinal durumu ve sagda
Bilgin Yazlik tarafindan dijital olarak restore edilmis gorintiisii




Manastirin kaya oymasi i¢ galerilerinden biri

Yapida mevcut kesme tas tonozlu bir oda







HALICIGBLU YERALTI YAPISI NO 1
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AGIRNAS HALICIOGLU YERALTI SEHRI VE YAPILARI

Agirnas’ta, Mimar Sinan’in evinin bulundugu sokagin batisindaki sokakta bu-
lunan bir ev Halicioglu ailesine aittir. Aile bu evi restore ederken, aynt sokakta
mevcut diger dort evi de satin almis ve timiinin restorasyonuna baslamistir.

Bu calismalar sirasinda evlerin altinda agiga ¢ikan yeraltt savunma yapilarinin,
yukarida bahsettigimiz Buytuk Buriingtiz Yeraltt Sehri’nde goruldugu sekilde,
tim Agirnas’in altin bir ag gibi 6ren devasa bir yeralt1 sehrinin pargalart old-
ugu kesindir. Kaldi ki, bu sistemin diger farkli parcalart sadece komsu Mimar
Sinan evinin altinda degil, Agirnas’in diger farkli kesimlerinde de gézlenmistir.
Ornegin, aynt sokagin girisine bulunan Mustafa Bozdemir Evi’nin altinda
veya koéyun kuzeyinde, Agios Prokopios Kilisesi’nin yaninda ve yeni miizenin
ingaatt sirasinda yapinin altinda bulunan tiim yeraltt savunma yapilarinin bir
buttinin pargalart oldugu kesindir.
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SOSUN YERALTI SEHRI

Kayseri’nin glineybatisinda, Talas ilcesine bagli Sosun (Ortakavak) Koyt yakin-
larinda, kayalik bir yamacta yer alan Sosun Yeraltt Sehri, Kayseri’de simdiye
dek tarafimizdan tespit edilmis en garip yeraltt sehri olmasa bile, en gariplerin-
den birisi olarak kabul edilebilir kanisinday1z.

Dagin bir yamacindan girip diger yamacindan ¢tkan ve sadece bati girisi tas
kap1 ile korunan 377 m uzunlugundaki bu yapinin altt kiigtik odast mevcut-
tur. Odalarin ikisi bat1 girisine yakindir ve bunlarin ilki -yemlikten anlasilacag:
gibi- bir besi yeridir. Ortalama 70 cm eninde olan tiinel bu iki odadan sonra
kivrimlar cizerek 284 m devam etmektedir ve tam ortasinda bulunan 2 m?
buytkliginde bir odacik disinda tiim bu hat boyunca higbir yap1 yoktur. Dogu
ctkisina yakin G¢ oda daha mevcuttur. Birbirinden uzak altt kictik oda icin
dagin bir yamacindan digerine ulasan, 377 m uzunlugunda travers bir tiinel
kazmanin sebebi ise belirsizdir.
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PAZAROREN YERALTI SEHRI

Yapy; Kayseri’nin glineybatisinda, Pinarbast ilcesine bagli Pazaroren Kéyi’niin
3 km giineyinde, kayalik bir tepede yer almakta ve hemen hemen tepenin
tiimiind kaplamaktadir. 1. Derece Arkeolojik SIT olarak tescilli olan Pazaréren
Yeraltt Sehri bir donem turizme agilmaya calisilmis, basarisiz olunca da kade-
rine terk edilmistir.

Hafriyatla tikali olan bazi ttnelleri Slctilememis olmasina karsin, bu yeraltt
sehri, 8 tas kapist ve Olculebilen 420 m toplam uzunlugu ile bélgenin buytk
savunma yapilarindan biridir. Yapi, kiiciik bir tepenin altint tiimiiyle kaplamak-
tadir ve tepenin her iki yamacindan da girisler vardir. Yeralti sehrinde toplam
altt adet operasyon odast mevcutsa da bunlarin sadece ti¢ tanesinde tas kapt
bulunmaktadir.

Ilging olan nokta ise, bu savunma yapisinin Pazaréren Koyinin 3 km
gineyinde olmasidir. Savunma amaciyla kazilan bu yeraltt sehirlerinin yasam
yetlerinin yakininda, hatta altinda olmasi beklenir. Subagst Yeralti Sehri gibi
diger bazi 6rneklerde de goruldugu sekilde, Pazaroren Yeraltt Sehri’nin yer-
lesimden bu uzak konumu, Ortacag’da bu yapiya yakin civarda bugtin herhan-
g1 bir kalintis1 kalmamis baska bir yerlesim olabilecegini dusundirmektedir.

1 Pazaroren













BUNYAN YERALTI SEHRI

Biinyan ilgesinin icinde, Kayabast Mahallesi’nde bulunan Biinyan Yeraltt Seh-
ri’nin girisi yillar 6nce belediye tarafindan kapatilmis olmasina karsin olasilikla
defineciler tarafindan tekrar agimustir. Girisi bir tas kapi ile korunan bu kigiik
yeraltt sehrinde U¢ kata yayilmis bes farkli oda mevcuttur

Binyan Yeralti Sehri’nin de yer aldigi, Binyan’dan Gereme’ye dek uzanan
bu kayalik sirt yiizlerce antik kaya oymast yapiyr barindirmaktadir ve, olasilik-
la, iclerinde hentiz arastirlmamis baska yeraltt sehirleri de vardir. Ttim bu
yapﬂann ozellikle de Bunyan’m icinde kalan kismin basit bir dizenleme ile
mesire yeri olmalart ve turizme kazandirilmalar mimkindir.




SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI NO 2

Subasi, Melikgazi, Kayseri

38°47'48.97" K 35%44'05.79" D

Cizim: Halil Ibrahim Kala, Ali Yamag (Agu. 2022)
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SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI NO 2

2017 yilinda 6l¢tip haritaladigimiz ve Kayseri Yeraltt Yapilart Envanteri’nin 4.
ve 5. ara raporlarinda yayimladigimiz Subast Manastir Kompleksi’nin sadece
20 m gineydogusunda, ¢6kmts bir kaya yapisinin arkasinda uzanan bu yeraltt
sehrini bir ithbar tizerine yeni kesfettik. Halbuki bu bolgeye sayisiz defa gelmis
ve calismistik. Bu da, yerini bilen birisi olmadike¢a bir yeraltt sehrini bulabil-
menin ne denli zor, hatta imkansiz oldugunun bir ispat.

Dort girisinden tici tamamen tikali olan bu yeralt sehrinin yegane girisi,
¢coken kayalarin arasindaki dar bir gecittendir. Kayalara oyulmus bu ilk yap:
once guvercinlige cevrilip ardindan da 6n cephesi timiuyle ¢okince terkedilm-
is olmali. Bu yapi ile birlesik diger iki mekanin ardinda ise her birisi 20 - 25
m?* buyukliginde t¢ odast olan ve bugtin timu yetletinde duran bes farkli tas
kapt1 ile korunan bir yeralt1 sehri mevcuttur.

@
'SUBASIYERALTH
“SEHRINO 3

iy e
supAsi maNgsTR @
KOMPLEKSH T
SUBASIYER

" SEHRINO 2






SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI NO 3

Subast Manastir Kompleksi ve Subast Yeraltt Sehri No. 2 ile ayni kayalik du-
varda ve bu yapilarin 300 m kadar kuzeybatisinda, kiictik ve kazilmas: yarim
kalmis bir diger savunma yapist daha mevcuttur. “Subast Yeralt1 Sehri No. 37
olarak isimlendirdigimiz bu yapi, operasyon odast bulunan ama kap1 tagt mev-
cut olmayan kisa bir tinelin ardindan ulasilan tek bir odadan ibarettir.

Odanin ortasindaki ana kaya, olasilikla tst kata bir diger oda kazmak icin mer-
diven olarak kullanilmakta idi. Gergekten de bu kayanin tizerinde, tavanda
kazmaya baslanmis bir girinti mevcuttur. Ayn1 sekilde, odanin glineybatisinda
bulunan tiinel 2.5 m kazildiktan sonra terk edilmistir.

Bu kiictik yeralti sehrinin en 11g1ng mimari 6zelligi ise bu odanin kuzeyinde-
ki ana duvara iki yonden girinti yapilmasidir. Derinkuyu ve Talasira yeralts
sehirleri gibi birka¢ farkli 6rnekte bu girintilerin birbiri ile kavugsarak yarim
daire bir tiinel olusturdugu goézlenmektedir. Yapisal olarak son derece gereksiz
olan bu tuneller bazi kaynaklarda ‘tuzak’ olarak nitelendirilse de, kanimizca en
mantikll agiklama ortada kalan kaya blogunu sokerek oday1 genisletmek icin
bir tur kazma yontemi oldugudur.
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DADALOGLU KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Tomarza’nin bir koyu olan Dadaloglu’nun gliney sirtinda biiytk bir kaya kiitle-
si bulunmaktadir. Kuzeybati -giineydogu hattinda 11 km boyunca devam eden
bu kayalik sirtin Dadaloglu K6yt hizasindaki duvarlarinda sayisiz kaya yer-
lesimi mevcuttur. Cok uzun bir zaman énce terkedildigi belli olan bu kaya yer-
lesimleri, benzer sekilde, fonksiyonlarint bin yil kadar 6nce yitirmis ve gegen-
bu sturecte farkli amaclarla kullanilarak deforme olmus savunma yapilart da
icermektedir.

Kompleksin orta kisminda bulunan iki ve dogusunda bulunan bir diger savun-
ma yapilarinin timuinde operasyon odalart mevcutsa da higbirinin kapr tast
yoktur.
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BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLESIMI NO 1

Bayramhacit Koyi’niin kuzeyinde kayalara oyularak insa edilmis bircok yap1
mevcuttur. Bunlarin buyiik bir kismu tek odalt yerleskeler veya kaya mezarlar
olsa da aralarinda bazilar1 bircok oday1 iceren meskenlerdir. ‘Bayramhact Kaya
Yerlesimi No 17 ismini verdigimiz yerlesim ise bu bolgedeki tiim yapilar arasin-
da en buylgi ve en karmastk olanidir. 38°48'23.06"K 34°59'40.52"D koordi-
natlarinda yer alan bu kaya oymasy, ti¢ katli yapi ilk bakista mesken gibi goriinse
de 17 m uzunlugunda bir tiinelle baglanilan son kisim kaya oyma bir mesken
icin fazlasiyla buytktir. Yakin zamana dek agil olarak kullanildigt belirgin olan
bu, en ust katta bes oda mevcuttur. Bu son kismin hem buyukligi, hem de
altta bulunan diger odalara dar bir tiinelle baglanmis olmast ilk ingast sirasinda
farkli bir fonksiyonu olabilecegini dusundirmektedir.










BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLESIMI NO 2
Bayramhaci, Kocasinan, Kayseri
38°48'16.29"K 34°5942.27°D

Cizim: Buket Giin (Kas. 2022)
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BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLESIMI NO 2

Yukarida anlatilan ‘Bayramhact Kaya Yerlesimi No 17 yapisinin 300 m kadar
gineyinde, kéylin bugtinkii yapilarina ¢ok yakin bir noktada buyik bir kaya
kiitlesi bulunmaktadir. Birka¢ farkli tekil yapiya ev sahipligi yapan bu kaya
kiitlesinde bir de altt odali mesken mevcuttur. Tas kapist yerinde olmasa da
tas kapiyt agmak - kapatmak icin kullanilan operasyon odast bulunan bu yap1
kompleksinde zeminde silolari ve tandirt ile bir mutfak da vardur.




BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLESIMI NO 3
Bayramhaci, Kocasinan, Kayseri
38°48"6.29"K 34°59'42.27"D

Cizim: Buket Gin (Kas. 2022)
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BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLESIMI NO 3

Yukarida anlatilan ‘Bayramhaci Kaya Yerlesimi No 2’ yapt kompleksinin
Ustiinde, kaya blogunun zirvesine yakin bir noktada tas kapili bir mesken daha
bulunmaktadir. Blogun bu kisminda dogal erozyon ¢ok fazla oldugu ve kay-

aligin 6n cephesi timuyle ¢oktugu icin tuneller takip edilememekte ve yapinin
timi hakkinda fikir sahibi olunamamaktadur.
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DOLEK KAYA YAPISI

Kocasinan ilgesi, Kalkancitk Koyi’niin dogusunda, bir vadi i¢inde yer alan
ve Koruma Kurulu tarafindan 20.10.2022 tarihinde 1. Derece Arkeolojik
Sit olarak tescil edilen Délek Kaya Yapisi, tarlalarin icinde bulunan bir kaya
kiitlesine kazilarak insa edilmis ve bugtin buytk kismi ¢okmis, ufak bir besi
yeri - agildir. Civarinda higbir yerlesim, mesken yoktur ve ilk yapim amact da
olasilikla yine agil olmalidir.




HORIN KAYA YAPISI
Bogazkopril, Kocasinan, Kayseri
38°46'52 98"K 35°17"7.10"D

Cizim: Ali Yamag (Kas. 2022)
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HORIN KAYA YAPISI

Bogazkopri Koyu, Horin Mevkiinde bulunan bu tescilli kaya yapist buytik
olasilikla ilk kazildigi dénemde de -aynen bugiin oldugu gibi- bir besi yeri
idi. Civarinda baska hicbir yerlesim bulunmayan bu kayaya oyma yap: orijin-
alinde ¢ok buytk tek bir salondan ibarettir. Daha yakin tarihlerde tas duvarlar
orulerek iki ayri boliim haline getirilmis ve yakin bir zamana dek agil olarak
kullanilmaistir.







TESEKKUR

* Yizlerce yillik bir gecmise sahip olan Kaysert Yeraltt Yapilar’nin envanter-
lenmesi ve gelecek kusaklara aktarilmasina yonelik destegi dolayistyla Kayseri
Biytksehir Belediye Baskant Sayin Memduh Buytkkili¢’a,

* Bu projeye katkilari ve bu projeden bagimsiz olarak, Turkiye’nin kilttrel
mirasinin korunmasina yoénelik inanilmaz cabalart dolayistyla CEKUL Vakfi
Bagskani Sayin Prof. Metin S6zen’e,

* Bu projeyi yoktan var eden ve inanilmaz bireysel gayretiyle gecen sekiz yil
icinde uluslararast bir seviyeye tastyan, yillar boyu tuim sorunlarimiza ¢6zim
bulmast ve yol gostermesinin yanisira hicbir calismamizda bizi yalniz birak-
mayan sevgili dostumuz, CEKUL Vakfi Kayseri Koordinatérii Sayin Prof.
Osman Ozsoy’a,

yurekten tesekkiirii bir bore biliriz.



Ek 1: Protokol

KAYSERI'DE YERALTI YAPILARI ENVANTERI

HAZIRLANMASI isi PROTOKOLU

MADDE 1- PROTOKOLUN KONUSU

Kaysen markesi ve iigaler Kayser I merkezi ve civar iigelari yliyiliar sOren
kesinfisiz bir iskana sahiptir. Ozedlie; bdlgedeki yanardadier taralindan ylzeye
pelmkOren vo kaknhd yar yor 400 m'yl gegen, yumigak ve kaeimas: kolay Wl kayagar
oyilarak olugturuian yeralt sehirer, yodegimler, tonefler  Kaysednin tarhssl
biriimindn an Snemil unswrianndan biridir.

Hem Kayserd merkezde, hem de ilgelerde yaygin olerak rasllanan ve baz
Gmekderin  taribler  ylzwliada lglien bu  yoralh  yeregimlerinin yer yer hud)
yapiagmann kurbani oldudu bilnmelktedir. Midkiyetien 2853 sayil kanunia deviete ait
olan ve aym kanunla koruma altna alinmeg olan bu yeralt yapdanna ylzeydeki
herthangi bir ingaat veyn temel kazisyla zarar verilmesinin Gnlne  gegimesi
gerokmekiedic. Bunun ik ve en Sneml adem da fim bu yeral yapilannin
envantereneek kayl alina alinmassdir, Bu envanter caligmas tarihi gneme sahip soz
konusy mimar yapinin hasitalanmasi ve cofrafi bilgi sistemien eracikfiyla
konumlandinimasmn yam sra yedestigl jeclofk binmin figii yer biimi disiplinler
afmindan incelenmes| ve bolge tarili de lgkilendiilmesin de kapsamalidir,

Sonug olarak; en az yerGstl kadar Gnemli ve deder bir yeralt birkimine sahip
clan Hayserinin bu tarihsel nvirasiin en kisa srede belgelenmesi, kayrtara
gecirimesi ve 10m degerer ile bir b0Gn halinde korunmaya alinmas: gerekmekledin,

MADDE 2- TARAFLAR

» BELEDIYE: Kayser Blyiksehir Beledivesi
« OBRUK Mafjars Aragtima Grubu
o CEKOL: Gavre ve Khitir Defjedenni Koruma ve Tantma Vakfi



2008 yilinda Istanbubda kurutan OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu, farkh kullp
ve dermeklerden 30'dan fazla deneyimli Uyeye sahiplir. Bu Oyelerin yam sira, yOritdken
proje kapsaminda ¢esitl disiplinlerde faaliyel ghsteren birgok akademisyenden de
teknik destak almakiadir. Grup daha Snce Orman ve Su lgteri Bakanhij, Milli Parklar
Genel MOdDrogo Do igbirligi iginde Kore Dagian Mili Parki Majaralan ve
Kahramanmarag Kuzeyi Mafaralan envantererini tamamiamigtr. Yeralt yaplanmn
araghnimasi ve harftalanmas) konusunda Tlrkiye'nin en tecribell majaraciarnnt
biinyesinde banndiran grup Oyeler 2008 yilinda, proje ylritocisn Or. Cigdem Aygin
nezaretinde Ayasofya ve Topkap Sarayi yerafll yapilan araglirma  projesinl
gereklestirmistr. Gaziantep Biylksehir Belediyesi ve CEKUL Vakhi ile birlikte
yOritdlen Gaziantep Yeralh Yapilan Envanteriema Projesi ise gegen wil
tamamlanmighr. Bu calgmalar diginda; Nevsehir Mize MOdOriigo nezaretinde
sirdorilen Derinkuyu, Maz, Tatlarin ve Aksaray Mize MOdOAGH0 nezaretinde
sirdirilen Saratlll — Aziz Mercurius yeral gehirer haritalama calismalan da ekibin
yOritihda diger caligmalardan bazilandir,. OBRUK WMafjara Araghrma Grubu
Tiitkive'nin magaracihik alaninda tek sOreli yayinini da yapmaktadir. Gegen yillar iginde
National Geographic ve Atlas dergilerinde yayimlanan 11 makaleye ek clarak yurtdigi
kongrelerde B tebli§ veriimis ve yabanci hakemfi dergilerde 6 bilimsel makale
yayimbanmigler.

MADDE 3- PROTOKOLON AMACI

Bu projenin amagc), Kayseri ii simran iginde bulunan ve farkh sebepler
ylzlnden her gegen gin biraz daha tahrip olan ve bazilan tOmOyle yok olma riski
tagiyan yeralli yapilanmin; gorsel materyal ve cofrafi bilgl sistemi araglan ile
belgelenmesi, uygun teknik ekipmanlar kullamlarak haritalanmasi, yapryl banndiran
jeolojfik birimin Bgill yer bilimi disiplinler agismdan incelenmesi, lardhsel sOregle
yilkbendigi iskevier hakkinda varsa meveut bilgiledn derlenmesi ve biton bu calismalar
isafjinda toplanan verilern uygun bir farmalta getinlerek envanterieninin yapilmasidir.

Bu talisma; hem bazlarinin tarhi yizyiliara Sigllen by tarheel mirasn
korunmasini saflayacak, hem de bu yapilann gelecekte mimkin olabilecak kullamm
alanlanmin projelendiriimesi igin bir ilk adim olacaktir.




MADDE 4- YONTEM

= Yapdmasi planianan cahgma temel olarak Kayseri'de mevout yeralt yapilannin
{madara, yeralls gehri, bannak, yeragim, tinel, vs.) lespit edimesi. Siclimaes: ve
hantalznmasindan ibarettr.

s Bu cabgma srasinda baglangip olarak Kayser sehri  alinacak, sehir
merkerindeki cabgmalann tamamianmasimn ardindan  calismalar  icelens
yanbkandiriiacakir.

+ Calgmada ajlk verbecek nokialar Kayser Blylkgehir Belodiyesi, Kayseri
Miizesi yetkilien ve CEKOL Vakh'mn narileriyle olugturulacakir.

« |k agamada, hakkinda bilgi sehibi ohanan 1om yeralli yapian bolge heritas:
Gzefing igaretienecek, ardindan gahic merkezinden bagkyarak 10m boigeda
yerall yapilan aragtirmasmna gegilacektir,

= Bu, kinci agamada, varbginin bilgising sahip olunan 1Gm yapilar tespit ediip
tigllecek ve ana plana iglanecaktir, TOnel, yeralh gehni gibi arkeokojik ve mimart
fneme sahip yapitar ise; mimar Sigiimler diginda, efim ve yinlerd de Glgiienk
araglinlacak, ylzeye badlantili olduklan noktalar referans alnarak mimkon
olduffunca dodru bir gekilde boige ylzey haritasina islenecektir.

= Bu ¢aligma sirasinda; her yeralh yapis ayn bir iy halinde: envanterdenecek,
yapinin plam, gizimi, Gzelliklen ve Totodraflan bu sekiide; ayn figler haBnde
kayda alinacaktr,

MADDE S- CALISMA EKiBI

Proje, DBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubir'na ye magaracslar ve OBRUK Magara
Aragtrma Grubu'nen  bilimsel gozlem ve olas teknd Incelemelarn  kapsayan
tamamiayict faakyetien gercokiegtrmek Ozere aningtidl we taraflar tarafindan
onaylanan iglimkgiler tarafindan yoritBecektir,

Yeralts dichm caligmalannda 3, azami 4 kisilik elipler halinde galigimas: ideal
oldug igin, bu projede girev alacak ekip cofiuniukia gln bagina 4-6 Kisi civannda
olacaktir, Olgim ve haritalama galismalan yanl sia gergeklegtiiiecel bir bagka
gahgma daha mevcut e ekip azami 6-8 kisl olacakiir,
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MADDE 6- SORE

Elimizde Kayser yerath yapdlanna all herhangl kapsami bir verl olmamas) va
biigede daha once tespil ediimg baxn yersllt yaplannin biyOkiGda goe- dalne
almdifinda bahsl gegen projenin yaklagik G¢ yil ve toplam 1400 adem/glin slrebilecegi
Bngarimeitadi,

MADDE 7- TARAFLARIN SORUMLULUKLARI

= Bedediye'nin YukOmilkidkbers,
A. Cahgmanin idaresinin saglanmas:,
B. Bir kismi tzel mikiyetie, dijer bir kesmi ize kamu atankarinda yed alan
1l yeralh yapilann araghnimas: igin gerebdi iinlerin stiell velbveya yazil
olarak alinmas),
€, Ilgin yapiabilmesi igin calgma ekibinin htiyag duyacads, ulagim,
konaklama, iage gidererinin karglanmas.

= OBRUKun Yiikimikkher;

A, Kayseri il sinidan iginde mevout yerals yapitannin (madara, yeralt gehr,
bannak, yerlesim, tnel, vs.) tespit edilmesi, Slg0imesi, hartalanmag ve
envanierierinin yapilmasi,

B. Araghrma sirasinda galigilacak yeral yapiannda rasttanabilecek highis
farihi buluntuya dokunulmadan korunmas:,

C. Mimari yapilann yan sira tGm buluniutann folodraflanda belgelenmesi,

D. Tarihael dneme sahip herhangi bir buluntu e kangiagiimas durumunds
yetkillens bddirimesi,

E. Calgmayn katilan. ekibin, iz giveniifinin saflanarak olas kazalara
yinelk dnlemderin alinmast,

»  GEKOLOn YikOmaihider;
A, Calgmamn koordinasyonu ve sekretarya girevien GEKOL Vakh Kayser
Temsiiclii tarafindan yoritilecektir



MADDE 8- DIGER HUKUMLER

A. Cakgma esnasindas meydana gedebilecek can ve mal kayiplanndan Beladiye
ve CEKOL sorumiu futulamaz,

B. Cuhigma argivieri ve gkblan Belediye'ye ait olup, Belediye'den izin
almaksizm kullaniamaz ve yaynlanamaz.

MADDE 9-YUOROTMEYORORLUK

A, lgbu protokol imzatandify: tarihien fibaren ylirGriGde girer.

B. Prolokolden dofan ihliallar iyi nivel gergevesinde larafiar arasinda ghzlme
kavugtorulmaya  cabgir. By mimkdn  obmadig takdirde  Kaysed

€. Dokuz (8) maddeden olwsan bu protokol #gili taraflarca’ 3 ndsha olarak
wends o J201T tarihinde imzalanmigtir.




Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlarimiz

“Kayseri Yeralti Yapilart Envanteri Projesi” ne basladigimiz 27 Aralik 2013
tarihinden bugiine dek gecen sekiz yili askin stire zarfinda bu yapilarla ilgili
olarak yurt icinde ve yurt disinda toplam 27 yayin yapildi ve bu proje baslama-
dan Once ¢ok az yayint olan Kayseri Yeraltt Yapilart artik dunya ¢apinda bir
6neme kavustu.

Gegtigimiz dokuz yil icinde Kayseri Yeralt1 Yapilari ile ilgili olarak altt uluslar-
arast sempozyum sunumu yaptik, ulusal ve uluslararasi dergilerde ise toplam
21 makalemiz yayimlandi. Bu yayinlarin 16 tanesi daha 6nce basilan bes farkls
ara raporumuzun ekinde mevcuttu.

Bir 6nceki ara raporumuzun yayimlandigt Subat 2019 tarthinden bugtine dek
gecen ug yil icinde yayimlanan diger 11 makaleyi ise asagidaki sayfalarda okuy-
abilirsiniz.
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ISBIDIN KAYA KILISESI

JUVAR RESIMLER! SILINRKEN

50 MAGMA T ARALIK 2019



RN

KAYSERIDEKI KORAMAZ VADISI, COGU BiZANS DONEMINE TARIHLENEN YAKLASIK 40 KADAR KAYA
KiLISESINF FV SAHIPL I{"I YAPIYOR. BUNLARDAN BENZERSIZ FRESKLFRLE SUSI FNHI$ ISBIDIN KAYA
KILISESI KORU NM'\I.]IU ICIN 1000 YILLIK BU NADIR DUVAR RESIMLERINI KAYBEDIYOR. ALMAN

OSTALRB- I(.lRL"HHFIH MAGARA ARASTIRMA GRUBU VE TURK OBRUK MAGARA ARASTIRMA GRUBL BLI

MAGARAY] HARITALADI VE DUVAR RESIMLERININ SON DURUMUNU BELGELEDI.

yozi we fobtojroflar: RATNER STRALS

APADOKYA, masals kaya
n olugumbian ve dikkat gekici

kaya mimarisi Gnlid, UNESCO
Dlinya Mirass listesinde 1985 ten berl
ver alan Kapadokya, her yil, diinyamn
divrt bir vamndan yaklagik 2,5 milyon
wrist tarafindan ziyaret edilivor. |n-
sanlann peden ba gizh vadilere yerles-
tigini ve yeraltinda bu denli muhtesem
yaplar varattidim anlamak igin, bilge-
nin degigen tarhine bakmak gerckin,
Tarihte, Kapadokya magaralan ile il-
gili ik metne, MO 3700 “Anadoluda
veraltmda ev inga eden” insanlardan
bahsedéen Yunanh yazar Xenophon'un
Anabasis adh kitabinda rastlanir. Ko-
nut magaralann inga edildigi ilk tarih
bedirsiz. Olugturulan ilk yamlar biilge
Hitit Imparatorlugusna aitken, Tung
Caginda komma ve depolama amagl
kullanlmg. ibadet amagl kullamlan

ilk kaya Kiliseleri ve manastirlar jse,
gizli vadilerde, bastindmg Hristivan
Inancim yaymak igin kilghk gruplar ta-
rafindan Inga edilir.

Hristiyan [nancimin, Roma'daki pok
tanrili inang He esit girildigini be-
lirten Mikano Fermanm'min (M.5 313)
kabul edilmesiyle bidikte, valmzca
baze topluluklarca benimsenen yagam
gekli, Hristivan gruplar tarafindan ge-
nighetilir. Bilgedeki luzuria atmosfer,
7. wilzynkda Persler we Araplann istila-
51 ke bozulur, inananlar ibadetherini
gizlice yerine getirmek zommda kabr.
Kiliselerde bulunan duvar resimlerine
ve ikonalara 726 yilinda getirilen ya-
saktan Kapadokya kaya Kiliseblerinin
duvaranm silgleyen resimier de dogal
olarak etkilenir, imparatorice Theodo-
ra'min 843 yilinda bu yasag kaldirma-
sayla birlikte, kaya kilisclerinin ingasi
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ve duvar siislemeleri yeniden yogun-
lagir. Bu ingalar siresince, 13 ylzwla
kadar gok sayada fresk yamibe.
Avanos, Urgllp ve Nevsehir arasinda
merkezi bir kenumda bulunan Gire-
me Milll Parks, bu egsiz fresklere ev
sahiphigh yapan birgek kaya kilisesini
banndinyor, Kaya kiliseler sadece by
bilgede degil Kayserideki Koramaz
Vindisi nade de yﬂgun olarak pﬁl‘ﬂll.]r. i
biilgede vaklapk 40 et kaya kilise
bulunuyar, Bu benzersiz yapidrdn Isby-
din Kaya Kilisesi, Bagpnar Kdyii'niin
[eski mhyla “lshilin™) batsinda yer
alan bir kivaya oyulmuoy, Kilise, 1185
metre ylksekligindeki vadiyi bitigigin-
deki platoya kadar sinirlavan 10 metre
vilksekligindeki kaya duvaninin etegin-
de konumbanmig. Isbedin Kaya Kilise-
si, 2007 yilinda Ali Yamag tarafindan
haritalandi, Agustos 2008de kilisede
yer alan freskler, arlan hasan ve van-
dalizmi belgelemek amaciyla Rainer,
Comelia ve Lena Stranb (Ostalb-Kir-
chheim Magara Aragtirma Grubu) ve
Obruk Magara Aragtirma Grubu'nun
yaplif aragtirma projesl kapsaminda
Bilgin Yazhk tarafindan fotograflands.

W TIEYEY R

Bizans kaya kilisclerinin miman vap-
& ve formlan bir ortak Gsluba sahip;
bunla Ishadhin Kilisesiine de gize gar-
par. Dineminin ortak mimari formlan,
tonozlar, situn yapian ve migler, ana
kayadan baglanarak yeralling dogr
inegatil mimari) oyulmusior, Dikir-
gen seklindeki tek odadan olugan ki=
lise girigi, kubbe formunda bir tivana
sahiptir. Yaklagik bir metre genigligin-
deki girigin yukarsimda bagka bir kub-
be kalintis glee gamar, Aviu oldugu-
nu Lahmin ettigimiz bu yapimin hiyiik
hir kism tahminen yiizyillar igerisinde
gihkmilg, Bunun diginda, Kilise giriginin
yukansina oyulmug Yuvarlak kemer-
ler mevoul. Girigleki boya artiklar,
bu bolgenin bir zamanlar ghz alwe bir
sekilde bovandigim belgelivor. Tavan
didkiintileriyle kasmen bloke edilmig
bir kapsdan, ana odamin sol tarafmda
bulunan baska bir edaya gecilebiliyor.
Gegig igin, henflz kapanmamug 40-50
cm genigligindeki agkhk kullanibiyor.

Kilise giriginin sag tarafinda, kili-
senin ana edasiyla aym mimari yaga-

da, 14 metrekare genigliinde bagka
bir oda bulunuyor, Hua oda, kilisenin
i aviosundan kazillmis va da parga-
lanmig moloz e dolu, Odanin tavans,
benzeri bulinmayan vekpare bir tab-
lo gibi giie alicr fresklecle sdslenmig.
Biyitk bir ovma Bizans hag, Giney
duvarmim orasimly, Hristivan haci-

kaldig dilglinilen diger hag-
larm yaninda yer ahyor. Ishilin H.cl}'.:
Kilisesi, doguda vikselen glineg ile
hizalanmig. Bu durum, diriligin &
bir anlamda sembaoliidiir divebiliriz.
Cda, dogu egta yanm daire bigimli
hir apsiske bitivor. Kilisenin iy odas,
S0 metrelik hir taban alanina sahip.
Bu odada, Kiliseye paralkel bir sekilde
kenumlandimlmig | x | metrelik g ko-
lon bulumyor, Kolonlanin oklugturdugu
yaklagik bir metre genigligindeki ko-
ridorun dogu vounda kiglk bir apsis
bulunoyor, Apsisin tavamm olugturan
kubbeye, siisleme amagh nigler oyul-
mug. Kilisenin zemin alamimin sonra-
dan moloz Be dolduruldugin biliniyor.
Bu sebeple orijinal kilise tabam hili-
hazirda ginilemiyor. Kilisedeki duvar
slislemelerinden en etkibeyici olanlan,

MAGMA ) AR 2009



tovanda ve duvadarda kalin freskler
Bunlr, kilisenin bir zamanlar tamamen
tek parga bir tabke gibi resimlerie be-
zenmis oluguny ghsterivor.

YASAYAN SAHESERLER
Bevana igin pisizsie, diiz bir yizey
suman birkag santimetre kalnligmdaki
akg swva labakas, resimberin altinda
kolayca fark edilin, Kilise tavan ve du-
vartarmdda gok sayda renkli Tnesk giize
garpevor, Fresklerde He. lsamn dogu-
mu, carmiia gerilisi ve cennete vinkse-
Tigi gild sahngler betimbeniyor. Tavamla
bulunan fresklerden bacilan, merkes-
deki bilylk resmin etrafing smalanmig
daha kilgiik resimlerden oluguyor. Ne
vaiik Ki, Kilisede bulunan resimlerin
goiu yillar iginde bilyik tahribata ug-
ramuy. Resimlerin renkleri we detaylan
incelendiginde, sahcser olarak  nike-
lendirilebilecek derecade etkileyici we
uyumbu okluklan goriilebilir. Bu ben-
zemsiz betimlemelerin 11, ya da 12, yilz-
yildan kaldeklar dis linfiivor. Ore van-
dam. kirmezr renkl zikzak gizgiler gibi
basit shislemeber daha erken bir kikeni
isaret edehilir. Detayli tarihlems bugl-

pe kadar vapa mams,

Bu kaya kilisesi herhangi bir korma
tedbirine sahip degil ve erisime tama-
men aoik. Gidg kapisma, lgerive girkst
engellemek ve kava kilisevi komumak
amaciyla yapdemg kafes seklindeki de-
mir kaga 2018 yilnda ne vazik ki defi-
neciler tarafindan kindmig, Olzy énce-
sinde, duvarlarda 19, yiizvildan kaldad
daginilen grafitiber tespit edildl, (Hay
sonras bu zarara ek olarak, merkezi
itk giitunun dogusunda balunan fresk-
lere biyilk zarar verilmis, Yikinhilarn
altimda gekice benzer hir gubuk ve bir
lewye tespil edildi, Bo aletherin kilise-
ye zarar verilmek igin kullamibdifii tah-
min edilivor. Yeni izberin vaninda, dini
igerikli daha eski izler de girilmelkte.
Fresklerin gogu, bu eylem sonucun-
da zamr ghrmidy ve azizkerin yizleri,
Gaellikle de phzberi belingin: sekikle
yok edilmig. Kilisenin ano tavam, yaki-
lan atey schbebiyle biyilk zarara ugra-
mag. ancak kilisenin glpeyinde kalan
resimlerin ghrece daha iyl dunmda
olduklan sbylenebilin. Buradaki yikim
o kadar yogun ki Pl Nilay Cormagan
Karakaya'min 2013 yilinda Kayseri An-

slklopedisi'nde “lspadin Kaya Kilise-
517 bagligwvla yvayimlalifn maddesinde
bahsi gecen freskbzrin neredeyse Limi
artik yokolmis durumida,

Ishuchin Baya Kilises!, Bizans dinemi
Hristiyan sanati ve mimarisi adina bi-
yitk dmem tagiyor Neyaiik ki, kilisede
bulinan essiz tasvisler biyviik bir zara-
raugratalmg., Kilizenin erizime agik ol
masi, exerberin korunmasine rorlagtin-
your, Girigin kapatlmami duramunda
hasars artmas kagimbmaz, Busebep-
le, bu benzersiz vapsmn derhal korun-
mixst ve restone edilmesing umuyoniz,

15MDON KATA KILISES

%ﬂm E'ﬂg;:m 0

Giien: Al Y (Arabk 2017)
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Die Untergrund-Christen —
Ishidin Kaya Kilisesi, cine sgark E;cﬁihrd:tr Hiahlenkirche in Kapp-adﬂki:n

yon

Boaraen Strave, Buociy Yarm und Axr Yaniac

Kurzfassung

Eine ma besindruckenden chrstlichen Fresken geschmiickee
Hihlenkirche in Femral-Anarmben, Tiidker drobr unwieder
1000 Jahre alten
Malereen yeugen von der einugamigen chrsthichen Hhlenar

bringlich zersnirt zu werden. Dhe etwa S00

chitektor in Kapgadokien, die es unbedingt wu schiczen gile
Drer vorliegende Beitrag stefls eine nahezu unbekannce Hihlen
kirche im Koramaz-Tal vor und dokumennen: ervmalsg dee far-
I:IEI!FTJLIJTL[."!H Malereien sowie den akruelien Erhalrungreruorand
diesey eumeigarugen Bauwerkes.

Abstract

A cave church with impressive Chrisnan frescos i central Ana

tolia s facing the risk of being desmucted irrevocably. The 800
1000 years obd pamncmgs are parr of the wnique Chnssan “Cave

architecrure” s Cappadocia, thus it s essential to prowect them.

Thas arnicle presemts o neady unknown cave church i the Ko

ramaz valley, documenting the colocrul painsings as well as the

curren: condition of this inimirable momemens for the Brat ceme

Einleitung

e rentralanarelnche Region Kappadokien e fiir sthee mischen
haft wirkenden Felssiirme, evodierten Gesrernsformationen und
eine  bemetkenswene Hohlenarchsekmur  bebannt.  Unterirdi
sche Wohn- und Kloscerkomplexe, ja ganze Stidee wurden von
Menschenhand, vermandsch berests sem der Frithen Broneezeiz, in
das relamv weiche Tuffgestein gehaven. Diese Gesteine entstan-
den durch die Abtagerungen der seir rund 20 Meo. Jahren bis in
triihgeschachtliche Zew aknven Vulkane Erciyes D siidlich von
Kayseri, Hasan Dag sidiistlsch von Adoaray, Melende Dag o
wie anderer klenerer Vulkane. Bas xu 2.5 Mio: Towristen aus aller
Welt besuchen ghdich Bappadokien, das seit [98% mum Weldkul
mreshe der UNESCO pehor. Leneral zwischen Avanos, 'C'rgup
und Mevyehir II.EEI: der Mationalpark Gareme mit seinen Felsen
denkmilern und emmigen viel beachreren Hohlenkinchen wie < B.
der Elmali-Kirche { Apfelkarche®) oder der Tokali-Kirche. Besde

zesgen gur erhaltene, farbenprichnge Fresken auy dem 10, - 11,
fh. Bis heute wurden in Kappadokien mehrere Tausend Hihlen-
kirchen gefunden.

Wemiger bekanne sind die Hohlenkomplexe aufieshalb der zen-
traben Region um Goreme, s erwa die bemalee Hohlenkarche s
bedin Kaya Kilisen (Tsbadin-Héhbenkirche) tm Koramaz-Tal nahe
der Provindhaupastadt Kayseri. 2017 edfolgre die Varmessung der
Kirche durch Al Yamag. Im Augue 2088 wurde die Hohle durch
Ruper, Cornela und Lena Scraub (Hohlenforschungsgruppe
Duralb-Kirchheim e %) unsd Bilgan Yaziik im Rabmen der Obruk
Cave Rewearch Expedition foaografiens, um die sunehmende Zer

stirung der Hoklenkirche und ihrer Fresken o dokumenneren.

Ishidin Kaya Kilisesi

Dhe klewne Hohlenkieche hegt im Koramaz-Tal sadka 16 km NNE
von Kaysen. Dlas erwa ewilf Kilomerer lange Tall tsx xirdea 300 m
tief in da= Ebene angeschoirten wnd wurde vermudich durch =k

tonasche Bewegungen in Folge von Erdbeben gebalder. 17 Chuellen
:.P-eilzn den Koramaz-Fluss, der Ganen, Felder and dppigen Wald
mit kombazemn Wasser venorgr. Yom 1L.3M m hoch gelegenen
Dadf Biyilk Biringiic im Oksten vedufr das fruchtbare Tal in
Dhar West-Richiung bis nach Bagpenar (1.165 m Hobe) am wess-

lichen Talende. Finf weitere Diorfer liegen tm bew. enching des
Tals.

[he Isbadin-Hohbenkinche wurde unwenn des Dodfes Bagponar
(chem. Mame [sbidin”} in die Felien gehuoen. See liegr am Fuli
aner erwa 10 m hohen Felvwand, dse das Tal nach oben hun o
Hochfliche begreaxr, in 1.18% m Hahe.

Geschichte

Um zu versvehen, warom Menschen in diesen versreckren Tilern
gesiedelt und wlche prachovollen christlchen Bauwerke 1m Un-
tergrund erschaffen haben, we ein Black anf die wechselhafe Ge-
schichse der Regeon erforderdsch.

Aufgrund von Siedkingespuren konnte nachgewiesen werden,
diass die Regson Kappadotien berests in vorchnsthcher Zeit be

Abb. 1: Panaramaasifnahme des Koramaz-Tals; Foto B Stranh
M. Werk. de. Hoblen- u. Kamnforscher 65 (1+2)
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suedel war. Wann die ersten Wohahahlen gebaut worden, st
unklar. Wahrscheinlich entstanden essee Baween 200 Schue - und
Lagerzwecken i der Bromeeze, ab die Regon zum hethin
schen Grofireich gehiste. Die erste schriftliche Erwihnung der
kappadokischen Hihlen findes sich im Geschuchtswerk Ana
basis des griechischen Schrifissellers Nenophon, der 370 vor
Chnstos von MMemchen in Anatolien, die thre Hauser unter der
Erde pebaus hatten®, spriche. Erste Hihlenkirchen und Klosver
anlagen entstanden in den versteckten Talern vermuthich durch
Enmsaedler und Kleingruppen, die sich ab dem. ersten Jahrhun
dert . die Einsambken ruriickzogen, wm thren damals noch
unrerdriickten christlichen Glauben zu verbreiten. S naiteten
berests varhandene Hihlen aus frithchrsthicher Lo oder gru
ben eigene Hiohlen in die Felslandschafe. Mie dem Erlass des
Maikinder Toleranzedikts von 33, in dem fes r!;c:-chl.']fl'lcn Wit
de, dass der christliche Glaube nun mir dem remizchen Viel
Eiiqrrr[l;huh-cn -'f'u|:rr|:||:'iims.|.ij E]cid'l.[l;ene]lr 15t, fnl_-un'n thnen
immer grifler werdende christliche Gruppen, die nun in teils

k. Perser wnd
Araber vermehst in die Region Kappadokien cind angen, waren

khisterdichen Gemeinschafien siedefren. Alvim 7.

die Gemenschafien gerwungen, thren Glisben im Verborgenen
) pr.ﬂu:i:irrrn. [hs sog. ,E]'un:iniuﬁc Bildervertion® von 726
unersagre das Anberen von Gomen™ bow. Hei!i_mnl'ﬁh:h:rn und
fithrre zur F\'\.'E'III.II'IE der Heiligendarsrellungen. Erst nachdem
Kamverin Theodora 843 das Bilderverbor aufhob, insensiviers
ssch erneist der Bau von Hohlenkirchen und & entstanden bis in

das 13, Th. zahlreiche Fresken.

Architekiur

Wie ber varlen kappadokiichen Kirchen dienten auch ber der
Isbidin-Hohkenkirche die aus Stein ernchieren byzanmnnischen
Kirchen als Vorbidd, Damaks dbfiche Archirekmir und Buawfor
men wurdsn ab ..Neg.uiﬂrd:lmkrur" mn Gewdlben, Saulen
konssruknenen wund Nischen aus dem massiven Felsen gehaoen.
e Ishadin-Hahbenkirche orentere sich in threr Bauform an
einer tonnengewslbren rechreckgen Emnraumkirche.

Uber dem etwa einen Meser breiten Eingang ist der Fels leich
fiberhingend und es sind Reste einer Kuppel vochanden. Ver
mustlich war dies=s Vordach ehemals stirker ausgeprige und st
iiber die Jahrhunderte eangessiirzt. Ein weterer teils verschiione
ter Eingang fiihre linkerhand in cnen Raum, der sich takseing
vor der esgenddichen Kirche befindet — e i nur durch ein etwa
40 - %0 cm brewes Fenster mit dem Kirchenraum verbunden.
Uber dem F [ohh:n.:msanE sumd i'b.lmfl:ll.‘-n_cn in den Pelsen qehau
en. Farbreste am l'.mga.r:gsberm.ch lassen erkennen, dau dieser
einist levchrend bemals war (Abb. I, 3.

Rechs des Kirchemeingangs b-d'lndcl sich ein weiterer erwa 14
m* groBer Raum mit Toanengewilbe — er st heute min Schan
vam Vorplaee der Kirche angefiills [Abb. 4). Auffallend is2 ein
umlaufendes, die Gewiilbedecks abgrenzendes Zser-Fres. Ein
P'rDl'.I.'!- eingemeifieltes  Braannnnches Kreus” befinder nch min
rig, der sibdlichen Wand neben unzihhigen Grechischen, Diop
pel- und Apfelkreuren, die als Hinterlassenschafien christlicher
Pilger ru devten sind,

e Hahlenkirche st nach Osten sur aulgebenden Sonne aus
gerichret, dem Symbal der Auferstzhung, An threm Gstlichen
Ende schlicfir me muur einer halbranden Apuas ab. Der lnnenmum
+ uneerbrochen won

chemals dren eiwa 1 2 | m messenden S;iu.lr:n. die einen paralled

umfassr eine Grundfiche von erwa %0 m®

zur Kirche verdaufenden schrmalen Quergang bilden. Eventuell
wunds hier eine sog. Zwerggalenie baulich interpreniers. Am Gt
lichen Ende des exwa | m bresten Gangs befindet sich eine weite

28

Abb. 2 und ¥; Eingang mur Libidin-Hahlenkirche; Fote oben B. Yazlik,
unten K. Straub

Abb 4: West lichster Vor-Ranm® mit amerschisdlichen Kreuz-Darseel-
hengen in der sidlichen Wand: Fote B Strauh

M. Vesh. dr. Hhlen- u. Karsthorecher 65 (1+21



re kleinere Apsas. Mitng in Verlingerung des Eingangs befindes
che eine Koppel. An der Siid- and Westssite woar
den einsge Wischen eingehaven. Der Bodenbereich st aufgefill,

sich an der

wdass der chemaly echie Kirchenboden derzeir nicht tu erken
nen ist. Besonders besindruckend sind die vechhiebenen Fresken
an der Diecke und den Winden. Es scheint, als sei der gesamie
Kircheorauwm ehemals farbag bemals gewesen

Abb. 5: Dhetailplan der Isbidin-Hohbenkirche: Vermessung und Zeach

nung Al Yamag 2017

Moliaberei

Gt zu erkennen ist cine | - 2 cm starke Grpspute-Scuchs, die
vor der Bemalung auf den Febren aufgerragen wurde und wo eine
glatie, ebene Flache zur Bemalung bor. Die [shedin-Hohlenkis
che enthile viele, teils nor als Reste edhaliene farbenprichuge
Fresken, Siezeigen Seenem wie Hirtenveskiindung, Gebun Jesi,
mnd die Bilder in Foem
:I
den Dieckenkuppeln gemale. Leider sind viele der Makereien in
der Hohlenkirche im Lasife der lexzien B0

worden

Himmelfahre und Kreursgung, Teil

r Szenen in

munder Medaillon-Darssellungen sawie wmlauf:
L.ODAN Jahre 2ersatien

e Malereen bestechen durch thre Detailtrewe, Harmonae und
Farbpracht — sie kiinnen wahidich als Meisterwerke beweschnes
werdien (Abb, 8, 9). Es wird derzeit angenommen, dass die Fres
ken aus dem 11
te (Abb, 10] wie die schlichien Zickzacklinien mst roter Farbe

12, Jh.stammen. Einzelne esnfache Crrmamen

kiinnten sul eine frihere Emsiehung hindeaten. Detailliere
Aufrahmen der Damieliungen und Daterungen snd buling

nichr erfolpg

Zerstirung und Schutz

e Hable s fres suginglich. Ein emnfaches Gitteoos wirnde im
Herbsr 2018 beider wieder aufgebrochen.

Autfallenid sind neben den Ghlichen Grafhn, die vorwiegend ais
dem 9. Jh. stammen, viele murwillige Spuren der Zesstérung
So wunde dae zentrale ersie Saule astlich des Eingangs brachial
Abb. 11 und

12 zeigen den Vemgbeich dieses Wandbereschs rwaschen 200% and

herauspebrochen und thre Fresken dabes cemsti

2018, lm Bodenschust swischen heruntergebrochenen Wandtei
len Fanden sich noch ein Hammerstiel sowie ein Rohr, das als
Brechstange diente. Weiterhin zeigen sich auch dlere, religics
maivierte Spuren der Zerstbrung. So snd viele der Fresken o
Svicken zederatay und den Gesichs

rn der Heiligen wurden die

Augen bew. deren Blicke™ entfernt. Imy zenaralen Bereich des

M Verh. de. Hohlben- w Karsforscher 65 (T+2)

Abb. 6: Linpsachse des Kirchenranmy in West-Oue-Richtung: Foro B
Straub

Abb. 71 Darstelbangen der Erzengel Michael und Gabsiel wnter dem
vermbten Toanengewilbe des Kirchenraums, Blickrichtung Ose West)
Foto BL Strauh

Hiblenkirche st die Decke disrch Fackeln und Feuver stack ver
rufl, jedoch snd woter der RuBlschiche noch scheanbar gur er
haliene Malereven u erkennen (Abb. 7}

Fusammenfassung
[¥e Isbidin-Hahlenkirche zesgt fiir die Region Kayeri esnmalige

tlich ins 1L - 12. Th zu daiseren

byzanumische Fresken, die ver
sind. Dlie Urspriinge der Kirche kdnoren sogar noch weiter 20
rickgehen (Ozpee & Ansiay 2008}, Leader und die chrsthichen
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Abb. 8. 9: Wand-Fresken; Fatos R. Straub

b g ] e
Abb. 1 Einfache fickzach- Omamente; Foto B Straub
23

Abb. 18- Amsiche in Richtung Fingang - die rechte ersze {zentrale) Siule
war zum Zeitpunks der Auinahme am 17, August 2015 noch inakn
Foto Prof. Niliy Karakaya

Abb. 12: Ansicht in Richtung Fingang vom 31. August 2008 — heate ist
die rechie erste Siule herausgebrochen nnd Wandschuss liegt am Beden
der Hihlenkirdhe; Foto B Straub

Abb. 13: GroBachiger Abbruch der zentralen Siule und ibrer Male
resen; Foto B Strauh

Abb. 14: Am Boden liegende Fels- und Freskenfragmente sowic Wesk
reuge der Zerssiioung: Fow B, Stranh

Mirt, Vesh. dr. Hahlen- u. Karsthoncher 65 {1+



Durellungen murwilligen Lerstorungen ausgeserze. Als wich

tiges Kulturerbe byzantinischer Hohlenarchirektur gile es. die
Hohlenkische und thre farbenprichigen Maleseien umgehend
xu schiizzen und sowen wie méglich zu restauneren, Aufgrond
des fehlenden Hihlenverschlusses izt ot werterem Vandalismus
und unwiederbrninglichen Zersitungen m rechpen.
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Kurzmitteilung

10. Symposium , Verkarstung in Siiddeutschland® am 23. November 2019 in Laichingen

Der Hihlene und Hemmatversn Laichingen kiindige das 10
!\-vnl.l.h.uh.l.nl. ."n-'l.'rk:nr:uum[l, in Stiddevtschland® am, das am 2%
November 2019 in Lacchingen statsfinden soll. Ex wisd um An
mekdung vono Vormrigen (Daver ca. 3 Minuten) gebewen. Dae
Beurige kinnen folgende Themenbereiche (berngen auf den sid
deutschen Raum) umFassen:

* Marphologie und Genese des oberirdischen Karses

* Charakterisierung, Laperung und Entstehung von
Karssedimenzen

* Hahkeninhale (Hhlensadimene, Hiohlensimter, Mineralopse

* Enmsehung und Aker von Hohlensystamen

* Speliomorphologie, Klenlomen

* Reponale Kanthydrogeolopse und -hydographie

Anmebkhingen von Vortrigen saind zu nchien an: Wolfgang UF

recht, Hehlens und Heimarverein Laichingen «¥., Kaiserar 45,

TP Scorrgare, e-mail: wolfollufrechr t-online de

M Verb. di. Hibiben- w Karnfooscher 65 (1+2)

Dher Blauzogf in Blanbeuren; Feeo Markus Balds
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Kayseri'nin Yeralti Medeniyeti

OBRUK MAGARA ARASTIRMA GRUEU

IKoysen Beledepesi son ha

an Popoeian G

Forotraflar: Ali Ethem Keskin

Tirkiye'nin uzun ve derin mogarolannda galison oz sayido
mafaracmn bir arayo geldigi OBRUK Maogaro Arastrma
Grubu, by dnembi foolivetlerinin yamisea vaun solukly yaralh
yopdan projeleriyle de fanmmistr. Bu gohsmolonmenn ks,
Dr. Cigdemn Aygin yanetimindeki bir proje kopsominda
20082009 yilonndo Avosobvo ve Topkop Soran yerolh
vopdanmin arastindmas, Skoulep hanfalonmas projesidie
By tarhsel Sneme sohip by yopilann, weman mogaroclorn
torohndan yapiyo hicbir zonor vermeksizin ve yer yer dikey
magoracilik tekniklen de kullanilarok arastmimas: ag=andon
b gaksmao énamli bir danim nolios olarok kabul edilebil
Bu proje kopsaminda ksfonbul’vn “Terhi Yarmoda™ clanck
bilinen bblgesinde 32 sormg 8lgildp haritalanmis ve cofu
Ayosohya altinda, toplom veunlugu 2.000 metreye vlosan
tinel ve kanal keshedilip amaghinbmgthr

Ekim 2011 tanhinde CEKUL Yokl Gariantep Koordinaténg
Zater Ckuducy de vopdon gérisme sonucy kendising
Gazigntep'in yerclh yopdannin arastinkmas: win bir proje
teslod sunulmus, projenin onayvlanmas: sonucw Ocak 2012
tarininda Gariantep'te yeralt yopdarinen amstinlmas,
envaniedenmaesi va haritolanmos: projesinge bastomlouster
Yaklagk bir yil siren bu calismo ssossnda Gazianiep
sehrinin icinde ve yakin civannda 46 yeralh yapes
araghindmishir. Bu coligma sirasinda 90,000 m yizélcomdne

sohip Asn Mezirlik Mogoralon gibi gok Gnemli yeralt
voplonmn yanisirg, Gaziantep icin larhsel delen biylk
olan su kanallon ve kosiel denilen yeralh su kellanim
mekardon delayh bir sekilde arostnlmis ve envantedanmistir,

27-29 Aralik 2013 tanhinde Kayseri sehri ve civannda
yoptigimiz-&n arastrmanm ardhndan CEKUL Viakdi Koyser
Koordinatard Prof, Dr,Osman Ozsoy va Eoysari Biyuksahir
Beledipesi fle yopilon gérismeler sonucunda blganin
aleilip haritolanmas
v envanterlanmesing yanelik prafokal Kayseri Bi
Belediyesi, CEKUL Vakh ve OBRLUK Megara Ams
Grubu torohindan imzalenmashr, Bu protokola istinoden
25 Ocok 2014 rarihinde bostayon galismalonmiz buglne
dek alt arastirmia ile sirmigidr. Bu calsmolonmez swasindo
daha dnce highir kaynokio bahsediimeyen bircok yan
varahs sehn kesfedilmis, arashinlms ve harilolanmistir

varah yopilannin aroshinima

ephir

Hrmaa




Kayseri ve ilcelerini kapsayan tiim
akademik yayimnlar gozden gecirildi

Bu calismamiz sirasinda

daha énce hicbir kaynakta
bahsedilemeyen bircok yeni

yer alt sehri kesfedilmis,
arastinlmis ve haritalandinlmistir

Projenin uygulanma sekli
+ Calsmonin boslangic asamasindo Koysen sahr

vie civar ilcelerinde bulunon tim koya yedesimlar

ve yaralh sehidernin armstnlmon hedeflenmistis

b

® Lo yereh I.'~:JF-||u||

vee Twrizrm Bokanhbgs ko

karstoshindmg, bilinen yapder ho s perire isoretlenmigtin
* Bu asomoda, Koysen ve ¢ apsoyan, konuylo

ilgili tim akodemik yayinbar do gdaden gesinlmis ve projeye

war e

kerthas olabilecek tim calismolar gSaonine alinmastr. Bu
calgmalonn bir kismi ropomn "Koynokea”™ ksminda meveuthur,
* |kinci asomoda, bilinen tom yeralh yaplan tespit edilip
tatagrofionmis we olabidigince hassos bir sekilde Slciimishin
* Bu Slcimler en kisa zamanda, ¢ofunlukla da calisma
sirasinda, bilgisayaro aklonlms, tokip eden ginlerde de
olcilen bu yapldonn hasitolon Gaal bir bilgroyar
pregromiylo detayh sekilde cizidmigtir

* Bu colesma smosinda her yerolh yopisinin hamos, Seelliklen
ve lolodnoflon oyn dosyalar holinde kayda oliremsghr.

* Calsmolonmez esnasinda strekdi olarok yerel holldo femos
kurulmus ve alnan ihbarlor bilgi olorok degerendinimistir
Edinilen by bilgiler sonucundo, belidenen ilk sahclonn disng
gikalmus ve farkl bélgelerde galymalar yopilarak yani ve
bilinmayen koyo yerlesimlas ve yeralt yoplon bulunmusiur

* Bu tir kaya ve yerafh yapdonmsn alcim colismalannde
azami 4-3 kizilik ekipler halinde golsdmas ideal oldwgu igin,

propede gérev alan ekipler cofunlukda by soylardo olm

¢ |mzolanon bu projenin sodece Koyseri yeralt yagpilanmn
bulurnmes, arastinlmes, ||:1!|);;|':||'1|| mias, $leilmeas va

haritalanmasindan ibaret clamoyacodgn bilincinde clan

grubumuz, raparkamo asorr asinda Koysen nin forihse
geomig ve bu gegrig iginde oroghinlon tom bu yeralt
yapalann kilire

Icin kopsamli bir literotdr colismasi da yopmaktadic

e orkeclojik degerderini Gne gikartmok

Kayseri kaya yapilarinin genel dzellikleri
Bélgeds gtrienen ve arostmlon yemih ve koya yopdon genel
olorok did farkh tipolafive sahiptider, Bunkar kaya yerasimler,

verolh sehirler, £ likler ve su vapiland

Kaya }"Eﬂﬂiil‘l‘lllﬂﬁ: Volkanik koyoclonn kofoyco oyulup
islenabidlmesi sonucundn bélgeda raman iginde birgak kovo
verhasimi kéy olusmustur. Ganallikla karlmosimin koloy
odrmas, ks aylannda rahotgo mhlmas, yoon ise serin olmas
dolayisvlo tercih adilen bu madaro evlerden olusan kBylerde



Yerel halkla temaslar kurularak alinan
bilgiler degerlendirildi

yakin tarhhene dek yosomilmeshe, Nevsehir civonndo yeralan
Zelve, Covusin, Tatlarin gabe bu koyo yedesimi koderde
pielenen yegane sorun slenmesi koloy ve iginde yosonmas
rahat olan kayoclann @ forkhliklenng ve suya dovoaniksiz
olmas, keloyea kinhp cdkmesidir. Bu sabeplen dolop
Mavsehir'in birgok koya kéyl 1950% pllarda terkedilmisti
Bu strekli kullanim, yopadann kagmilmaz olarok devsirilmesini
ve dedismesini de beroberinde getirmiglic. Kayalora opdmus
b evler gecen yiopllar boyunca tekror fekrar kazidmig, yeni
odalar ya da pencensler ogilmis veya kapatibous, difjer bon
kisimlor ise kodedenine terk adilmiglendir.

Yeralh g.ahirlari: Kayser civannda buluncn yenal
sahirer birgok agdan Mevsehir Gareme civonndaki yeralt
sehiderinden fardkhdir. ik ve en dnemli fork Kayseri sehe
civanndo amshrdifimaz yerall sehidennin bir kssmimn
Mevsehir'de bulunanloro oronla doha ulak clmalendr
Yopisol agidan bokhfimizdao, bu yeralt sehidarinin biyik bir
nifusu uzun sineli korumakion cok, ulak bir kdy ahalisini
kisa siireli boskinlardan korumak icin insa edildigi
disinidebilir. Diger bir Gnemli lork ise Koyseri civanndaki bu
savunma yapalanmn biyGk bir kesmimn koyohk duvorlarda
insa edilmis olmasdir, Dizdde we derirdemesine kazlan
Mevsehir Goreme yerolh sehiderindean okl olorok Koysen
civannda bulunon yenolh sehidennin en azindan bir kam
kovalk duvarorda kozdms we vadilere ocilon pencerali
bivik odalarda b{:ghurlhhrflrlﬂr. Yurdumuzda buglne dek
tespit edilmis yerolh sehrinin nersdsyse %90 Aksaroy,
Mevgehir ve Kayserd illaninde bulunmaktadir

Giivercinlikler; Koyseri ilinde temalde iki farkls givarcinlik
yapis gonilmektedic. Bunkann i Sogonh civanndoki
vadilerde yaygin olarok gdrlenen, kayaloma oylmus kigik
giriglare sohip, klasik Kapodokya tom givercinliklendsr, Digeri
ise, Gesi beldesi ve bu beldenin yolin channda bulunon,
yerlistl ve yeral bodlontil olarak inge edilmis bure hips ve
sodece buroye d2g0 glvercinkiklerderdir, Bu torz, burg veya
kute farn glvercinlikienn yurt depndo bereer dmekler
bulunmaktadir. Ancak, Gaesi ;Juu:lulll klgrinde bulunan
yeralli odos ilkemize Sl olup, yurd disindeki
banzedermden anemli bir apnm nokias olusiummokiade
Burclan kare veya karefyanm doine clobilen bu yvapeann
mamanisi iki fodkl balimden olusmoktadir. Biringi batim
toprok seminin alhnda bulunan "glvercin odos:"dir. Odanin
towanindo ise givercinlenn edayo girp gkobilmeled igin
yaklogik bir metre gopnda bir delik yar almakiodr

Su }"ﬂplldl‘l: Gérame'de birgok vadide bulunan ve hem
vodi suyunun fozlasim alorak form alom agmaya, hem de
vadilen sy bosknlanndan korumaye yarayan vadi igi su

tinallen Kaysen cvannda meveut dedildir. Cabsmalonmiz




Yurdumuzdaki yer alti
sehirlerinin %90'm Aksaray,
Nevsehir ve Kayseri'dedir

srosinda sodece Gesi/Otedere ve YesilhisarBaskey
vodilennde gézlembadigimiz su aktorma kanallon vadi
icinde akan derenin suyuny yokinda yer alon yerlesimlers
ulaghirma amachdir, Ote yondon, Oteders Vadisi nin kuzey
giksinda yer alan ve derenin suyunu bir kanaba aktonp
ardincan bir dog gineyden kuzeye 140 m kodar oyarak
kéye su getiren ve bugdn dahi kullonlon antik 1Gne!
mibhendislik agis-ndon ok etkileyicidir

Ali Dﬂgl )"B‘rﬂlh ?Ehr-lf lce belediyesi temfindan 2010
wlnda temizlenip oydmiatlomok turieme ocdon bu yeralt
sehri, Talas ilgesinin All Dogina dodne yikselen yomaonda
yer almoktodir, Olcimbermiz sonunda toplam galer ve yopi
wvzunlugunun 528 m oldugu lespit edilen bu yop, bilinan va

hartalanmeg 1Gm difer yerolh sehiden ile korgdazhindifando

bir yeralh gehn hiviyeli lasmamakiadic

Deﬁirmendere Vﬂdi\ii: Gesi/Degirmendens Vadisinds
we onun kuzeye dofiru dewome olon Elkere civanndaki
yamoilarda 200 den farla givercindik meveuther. Yer
Ustinde, kesme tastan kove veyo yuvarlak oborok insa edilmis
tiim bu gineeccinlidenin yeralting oyulmus va yer Dstiinden cok
daha biyirk ksimlon mevcuther, Bu farz, burg veyo kule torz
givercinlikberin yurt dsndo benzer meklen bulunmakbader.
Ancak, Gasi givencinlikleninds bulunon yeralh odas (dkemize
dzgis olup, yurt disndaks benzerleninden Snembi bir aynm
roktos olusurmaktadir, Gesi'nin eski evlen gibs bu vodide
yor alen glvercinliklerin we kayo yopilannin dao birer miman
kabtir miros clarak, cevesi ile bir biton alorok korunmoya

alinmas ve Koysen'nin lanhsel gecmisinin ot sapda kalmis
miman Smsdgine sohip bu gizel vadinin bir park, mesire yeri
gibi degedendinlerek konmmos gok yernde alacakir

Catalin yeralh sehri: Olduken dor bir alanda e kat
olarok inso edilmis bu vlok yeralh sehwinin dodrusal uzunlvdu
kuzeybot-gineydodu hothnda 26 m, eni iss 13 m kodordir
Yeralh sehrinde mevcut G katn loplom yopsal alan ise

&21 nv dirva by olando toplam 18 oda bulunmaldodir. Yarch
sehrine giris ksmenda bulunan, ki farkh kotia kanlmis bk
solonlara gailmektadir. Biyik solonun batsinda bulenon tinel
kopatmak igin kuBomlan fos ke gitsin Gninde yerde
durmokdodir. Dofu hatinda kowbmaksizn oyulmug ki bdylk
sobon ise bu yerolt sehrnin fging yopsal Seellikledndandir.

Penzikli }"Erﬂlh sehri: Cotalin yerah sehd gibi bu
diger yeroth sehri de doho énce hichir koynokio

rikradifmenis ve (lk olarok tarafimedan arashnlmghr, Oe
I

wi yeroih seh, hem vodideks kors komgusu diger
wesall sehrinden, hem de Kaysen ve yolon civonndo su ana
dek kesfedden tim diger yeralh sehiradnden fodbdir. Penzikl
yeralh seheinin gingindaki 14 m? kanderun devaminda, dar

yandon;




bir alonda Gc kata yaplmis inli, ulokh O salon ve 24 oda
miveutiug, Bu yerat gehrinin toplom yopaal alam 725 m
almasing kargn bu denli cok odoya sohip olmos ve birgok

odamn yan duvardannin nispelen yokin zomonca kinlarak

gan seahrimas amaoa, W
mekanbonn hic kullomlmames olm

Kirlangic Vadisi yeralh sehri: Yool yopsnin

k ot genis salonkarg va by salonlann

yomochan u
Iginde yosam mekonlonng sahipken dik rmee

wlosdobilen dBoddned kalmn odalan daha ulakls, Son b

ikl ealcan bsir
difjer arogthrmg sirasandg, yerolh sehn ile oy nokiog

hizasinda koyvoye oplmus bir inel ogo fetcdraflanmasir

ﬂiadam vﬂdi&i ‘r'ﬁrﬂlh ;Ghri: Halk arasinda “Clrmam
Hastanesi” olorok bilinen by yop Kayseri'nin belki de en
ilging eski esarlerinden birsidir, Yomoco sovunan yoksek tos
duvarlan deditsa bile, yepemin igindeki tinaller va bu firellar
kopatmak igin kullomilon iki biytk tos kop, be yopinen ilk inso
amacinn bir clezam hastonesi clmadigmsn ispatdir. Bo#
tinelinin 3.5 m senrosnda ise bu tinelin devaming kepatmak
cullonilen 1.20 m copindo, 32 cm kalinhisndo devosa bir

ko basi in sty durmokiodir. Tos koo ibe sovonulan we bk
divenli bu ano goleri
akiodir, Yegane
oloslik, zamon icinde bu golennin devamanin konlmakian
vogecilmis ofmosn clobilir, Yop bu ikging mimansivle belinen
highir yaralh sehrine benzememekiadir.

f}fodur& vﬂdiii E1Y] ':.I'GFI'C!FI: OHedere Vodisinda
bidunan okarsuyun bir kismi vodinin kuzey glosindan 1200
m kadar énce bat kayalik duvarda kozlmis bir kanala
oktanlmastir, Bu konal, vedinin kuzey cikisina yokm bir
nokioda deda oyulmus bir tinele ginp dogin kuzayinda,
Belogos Kéyinde oofo ckmokiadir. Bugiin de cktit olan
bu kanaldon gelen su halen kiyliler tarafindan
kullaniimaktadir. Kanoln dogo girdigl rekionin yoklosik 25
m kuzeyinde koyoyo oyulmus ikili bir bosko su kanol daka
mavouttur. Olosiliklo eskiden su onda okfif olan konolia
bodlanhl olan bu sw yolunun kuzeye dodru devam edan
ks ise tomuyle tahrip clmus duremdaodr

Belagasi kaya yerlesimleri ve yeralh sehirleri:
Belofos Koyu, Gesn'ye bogl eski bir Ermeni kayodar
Kayin 1600°10 pllordo kuruldudu ve eski Koromoz
Mohiyesi‘ne bagh oldugu bilinmektedir. Koyde 1842
ylindo ingo edilen Surp Hog Kilisesi'nin gliney duvan
tomamen koyoya oyulmus, kuzey kismi ise duvarla

arlilmistdr. Kilise 1915'den sonm uzun zaman aher,

Degirmendere Vadisindeki
giivercinlikler ilk defa kapsamli
bir sekilde dlciildii ve haritaland




samanlik clarak kullamilmis ve definaciler forofindon tahrip
Imislir. Yopmm iconde bulunon sislema vwa Ermenice

vanllann ancok cok vick bar keme gondmize ulasabilmshe

Dofaonl (Kirkmerdiven) yeralh sehri: lsn

ono girsinde yer alon ve 380 efdime sohip, kayolara

cyulmus merdivendan alan bu yerall sehrinin girsten sonro
lagilan ano solonu etkileyicidie, 15 situnla desteklenen bu
sadon 500 m? ye yokloson yizélcimiyle benzer yeralt

salonlonndon cok daha bdyikiGr.

Yesilhisar Vadilerinin haritalanmas::
ilgesine bagh Soganli, Akkoy, Boskoy, Gizelos,
Derbentbas:, Erdemli, Gilbayir ve Kawok koyeri ve bu
kéiylerin civanndao bulunan derin vadilarde yiizlarce kaya
yerlesimi mevcuttur. Koyalors oywdmus kiliselerd, evleri,
givercinlikdern we yerolh sehideryle antik Kopadokya'nin
énemli bir porcos olan tom by yerlesimlerin konumlann
g&steran genel bir horito ise mevcut degildir

Onerilerimiz
Antik Kopadokyo'nm boskenti olan Kayseri'nin koyo ve
verath yopilan tarihsel ve kiltGral bir mirastr. Tarihi
yizlerce, hatta binlerce wllo Slcilen bu yopilonn konsnmaos
ise tim yetkililenn gelecede yanelik sorumlulugudur.
Simdiye dek cabstifimz bolgaler ve yopdarka igili
onerilerimiz sunlandr

¢ GO
Kéwli ocilen borumaya ¢

hichir sektdde irin venlmen

& Vodisi ve vodi cbimndo yerolon Belogas:
et

vmali, bu bolgads

licker, Ot yan

rapibnsmeaya
: bu bilge hem

Kaysen ye y
yodun bi defingec] tahnbat mevoutior, H‘C.ﬁlﬂdl_‘! WEF O
kava yeresimlerinin ve dért farkl veralh sehrinin dab
lahrip edilmeaden komrnmaya alinm
* Ayra Snenmiz GesiDedirmenderes: Yodisi igin de
geserdidie. Bu vodinin, devominda yeraban Colalin ve Penzikd
e bir butin olarak boyik bir pork/
mesire yeri seklinde dizenlanmas: cok yeninde olacakhr

kin, hem de sse oldugu igin lom yapda

a8

rinde olocakhr

varalh sehirderyle bird

* Hormanck ilcesinden kuzeye dogre uzanan Kidangig
Vadisi, Koysen sgin essiz bir dofol degerdic. Bu vodinin,
icinda yermlan yeralh seha e birikle bir biiton olorok
korunmeas: va -'Ir'gr_"lﬂ'r'r.i.' limasE r-r:.':rr!-r- olocakhr

* Yesilhasor ilgesi/Glzeléz Kéyl 'nde bulunan yeralh sehri;
hem bu turistik bélgede simdiye dek bulunan yegone yeralt
sehri hiviyetine sahip odmasi, hem de kSye yolanhg gz
dnikne alinorok lunstik ogsdan dederendinlebilir. Bu
gahgmayla bir bitdn olorok eski Gizeldz Koyl kayo

le de bugin depo/ombar olarak
kullandan biyvik kilisesinin restorosyonu bolge turizmine

verlesmalennin, Szeil;

cidd: bir katk olacalktr
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Euyllk Blinengec okl yurail gedal, birblfenne
tzyn tinellerle bogl ssyesiz odadan edugan
davass hipsiginake Baz odalapm ekl
wiflare tiganan birden fads tiseBnin olmbs,
gt yapsing loront gdrlintisi verlyor




btz D' nin atekdnrinde
vo Bornmaz Vadlis'nln
Baglangeands bulunan
Bilyilk Birlngiiz'n tarihl
yilaroe yl Bncesing
ramwpor, Busnda
yagayantann ke ndllaris
degaridin peden saldiniam
loargs savunma ihitpea,
raman pinde peraltinds
genig bir sifinak sistemi
wiwgbardu.

T8 ATLAS-QCAK 220

aracik bir tinelde s

atlerdir sirfniyoroz.
Birkag thnel dnoe sag-
da solda uwfak oda-
lar kegfetmistik, ama
o odalards da ayaga
kallmak pek miimkiin
olmamists, Bu son tinelde ise highir oda yok
Sonsuz bir karanhfa dogre weanan, 70 santi-
metre yilksekliginde ve 50 santimetre eninde,
daracik bir vinel bu. Kayseri merkeze bagh Bi-
yiik Biiriingie Mahallesi nde, yerlesimin altum
hir aj gibd saran devasa bir yeralt gehrini dlgil-
yor ve haritaliyoruz. Olgiimi, pusulan ve egi-
mi dizgiin bir gekllde alabilivoruz ama sadece
lgikmler veterli defiil. Bu yeralt gehrinin dogm
bir haritasini cizebilmek icin bu 8lcimlerin bir
eskize oturiulmas da lazom, ama bu kadar dar
bir tinelde elimdeki deftere bir yandan Hgim-
leri vazarken, difer yandan da ¢izim yapmaya
caligmak gok zor. Onden gidivor, daha dogru-
su siiriinfiyorum, Arkamdan gelen magarac
arkadagim ise bana her istasyonda dlgtimberi
siiyliiyor. Defterimdeki sayilara bakiyorum, az
dnee dlgtigimie son 10nel 56 metre weunbu-
gunda imig.

Tamam, diigman saldinlarina karn kendinizi
savunmak igin yeralina bir yaps kazyorsunuz.
Ansizn gelen bir saldir karsismda herkesin
kagabilmesi izin bu yeralt sehrinin tinellerini
kitydeki her eve dek weativor ve tim tinelleri
tay kapalaria keroporsunee. Bunlann tGmini
anliyoruz, kald: ki gectigimiz wllar iginde Kay-
seri'nin ve Kapadokya'min farkh yerlerinde bu
tilr birgok yeraln sehri kegfettik ve dlgip hari-
taladik, dolaysryla konu haklkinda tecritbemiz
var., Peki ama bu 56 metre wrunlugunda ve
hichir odas olmayan, bemzerine de bagka highir
yeralt gzhrinde rasthinmayan tinel ne oluyor?

OBRUK Majiara Aragtirma Grubu olarak,
Kayseri BiyGksehir Belediyesi ve CEKUL Vaki
ile 2014 yhnda imzaladignmez Ggli protobuole
baght olarak Kayseri'nin yeralt yaplarim arag-
tiriyoruz. Roma Imparatorlugu'ndan itibaren
antik Kapadobkya'nin bagkent] olan bu schir ve
ceveesinde daha dnce incelenmemiy ve birbi-
rinden dnemll saypaz kaya yerlegimi mevcot.

Bes yildir siren “Kayseri Yeralh Yapian En-
vanteri Projesi”™ bugiin ik defa tarafiruzdan
kegfedilen, aragunlan ve belgelenen 46 Dogu
Roma kaya oymast kilise, 33 yeraln gsehel, fig
veralls su tineli, 10 Asor kalay madeni ve iki
farkh kaya byl lle. sadece Tirkiye'nin degil,
diimyanin en dnemli yeralt yapilan projelerin-
den bin haline geldi. Bahsettifimiz yeni keg-
fedilen iki kaya verlesimi kivden sadece birisi
olun Dimitre'de 229 farkl yapimn dlgilldigi ve
haritalandi bilinirse projenin bipilkdijh daha
iyi anlaglabilir



KORAMAZ'IN SIGINAKLARI

Koramiz Vadisi ise bir anlamda, bu projenin
lginde yer alan gok Gzel bir bagka proje (Ai-
las'in Subat 2018 tarihli 299 unco sayisinda yer
aldi}, Kayserinin dousunda, yilksek tepelerden
ovaya dogru inen akarsulardarin agindirdig alta
farkh vadi bulunmakta ve bu vadilerin duvarla-
rinda yligydlar, hatta binydlar boyunca yorede
vagayanlar tarafindan kamlong mekdnlar mev-
cut. Bu alts vadinin en bty Koramaz Vadisi.
16 kilometre wzunluge sahip bu vadinin ya-
maglarinda yer alan kiylerin thmidnin hem g,

hem de civan kayalara oyulmus yaplarda dolu.
Sirekli kullambdiga Igin bu kaya vapalarin tarth-
lemek pok zor olsa da, uzmanlar vadide bulunan
baz kaya kiliselerinin 10 {la 11 inci yizmlardan
kaldagun daa.-i,inuymlnr_ CHe yandan, Koramaz
Vadisi'nde bulunan yeralts sehirlerinin bu bil-
geve yinelen Arap akinlarina kars kendilering
savunmak icin yorede yasayan Hlristivanlar
tarafindan 7 fla 10°unco yozyillar arasinda ka-
aildifn penellikle kabwl poren bir varsayim, Thm
bunlann Stesinde Afirnas Maballesi civannda
bulinan lkaya oymasi yapilan inceleyen neman-
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B0 ATLAS OUARK Hrid

Kayseri Yeralt: Yapilar

Envanteri Projesi,

2014’ten beri siiriiyor.

lar, zaman iginde farkh kullammlar dolayisiyla
degisiklige ugranug olsalar da, giris sislemele-
rine ve if mimariye bakarak bamn yapdann ilk
imga amacinin Roma kaya mezan olabilecegin
diisiiniiyoriar.

Ozetlersek bu vadide bulunan, kavalara ayal-
mug yaparm geemisi en az bin yia, olashkia
daha da eskive doyaniyor diyeblliriz, Koramaz
WVadisi'nde bugine dek kavalara kamlmis 476
vapi kesfettik ve dlgap hantaladik. Bu yapilar
arasinda 42 kaya oymas kilise ve 11 yeralo gehri
vardi Yani, beg yilik calismamiz sirasinda tim
Kayser! ilinde buldufumuz kiliselerin déardii ha-
rig geri kalanlarmn hepsi bu vadide idi. Olgiflen
ve haritalanan diier kaya oymas: yapdlann bii-

il bir knsminin mesken, givercinlik veya depo
olmasmna kargin, en ax LB yapinin Roma kaya
mgzar olarak kamldif disinilmekte, Koramaz
Vadisi, bu denli zengin bir tarihsel gegmige sa-
hip ve bu sayida kaya oymas: yap iceren bilinen
yegilne drnek. OBRUK Mafiara Aragtirma Gro-
bu olarak “Kayseri Yeraltn Yapilar Envanterd
Projesi"ne bagladifinuz andan itibaren amaci-
muz bu vadivi elabildifiince detayh ¢abgp highir
yapiy atlamadan tam bir envanter qkartmak,
ardindan da vadinin bir biitin olarak UNESCO
Diimya Miras Listesi'ne kabuli igin bagvureda
bulunmakn, Vadide yer alan difer yeralty yer-
legimlerdekl ¢alismalanmuz aylar siirdi@, ama
kolayds, ginki her kinvin i ve civanndaki vadi
duvartars kaya oymas yapalarla doluydu,

u galismalarimiz sirasinda her sefer
Koramar Vadisi'nin en biiyik kivi
olan Biayik Birangiiz'e de ugruwvor
ve kahvede oturup kiy sakinle-
riyle sohbet ediyorduk. Vadinin bu baslanpgic
kisminda bir kaya duvar ve kaya ovmas: yap
yokt. “Pekl, veralt sehrel” diye sordugumnz-
da ise, bize her defa aym cevalbn veriyorlards:
"Hayir, yok™, Tam dmidimizi kesip vazgecmek
lizere iken vardimumiza CEKUL Vakfi Kayseri
Koordinatari Prof, Osman Ozsoy yetigt. Bu
projenin bagladigy glinden bu yana her agama-
da ve her galismada yanmizda olan, va da daha
dogru bir deyimle “Kayseri Yeraltn Yapdan
Envanteri I-’mje.l;:"ni varatan (dsman E'_'?zmy,
Bayik Blrlngie: Kivi'nin yerlisi, emekli isa
danm Mehmet Akgil ile temasa gecti ve ansizin
tim kapilar dnimuzde agildn Mehmet Akgal
belki de bu kiyiin en dnemll simas:, Iflah ol-
maz bir koleksivoner olan ve bu aralar ikisi
Kayseri'de, biri de Agroasta g farkh mdee
birden agma haxnirlifinda olan Mehmet Akpal,
Bilyiik Biriingiizlilerle sobbet edince bir anda
kapilar agildh ve tim kéyiin altinn bir ag gibi
kugatan devaga bir yeralts sehrinin varhifi orta-
ya gekin Kapilar mecaz! degil, gergek anlamu ile
agilmmgti, ¢lnkly bize kapilaring agan ki farkh
evin alondaki tinellerden devasa bir yeralt
schrine ulastik,



USTD K'Y, ALTI SEHIR

Biyiik Biningiiz ile ilgili en eski kayitlar 1500
tarihli Osmanli tahor defterinden ve bu kaystlara
gire o tarihte kiyde timi gayrimikslim 99 hane
yagaenakta lnig. Ama kiyin en eski yapilanindan
birisi clan ve Dulkadirh bevi Alddddevie'nin is-
mifii tagayin camide bulunan bir onanm kitabesl
1590 zarfhll, Yapim kitabesi meveut olmayan bu
caminin 1590°da onardmasi, ik insasiun bu L
rilten gok doce oldufunu ghstermekte. Benzer
pekilde, kiytn dier bir eski yapes olin Dands
Ali Bey Camii'nde bulunan kitabelere gire bu
yapinan vazhk mescidi 1582 yilinda, kighk mesci-
di ise 1587 yilinda inga edilmig. Tim bu bilgler
wignda, efer 1500 tarihli Oemanly tahrir defterd
kayitian dogiru ise, Boyik Blringiietn o tarih-
ttn sonrn kisa bir sire icinde din degistiedig
vieya Mislitman bir toplulugun buraya yerlegtipi
digiiniilebilir,

Ote yandan 1500700 yillardan ok Gnce, 7 ve
#'incl yikzyillarda bu kéyde yagayan Hiristivanlar
hemen her vaz siiregelen Arap akinlanna kars
kendilerini savunmak icin yeralonda devasa bir
yap kazryorlardy. O dinemdeki ismi bilinmeyen
Biiyiik Boringiiz Koyl sakinlerinin kazdiklari bu
savunmmu yagusnin bengerleri Kapadokya'mn bir-
ok yerlesiminde mevort. Evterin altindan veral-
tina kazidan bu tekil yapalar kivv biviidiikce birde
gerek tium bir kdyiin wtin kapsayan bir savunma
a1 elugturmus. Kayseri'nin 70 kilometre giney-
hatsinda bulunan Dérinkinu we Kaymakl ye-
ralts sehirder bu vir, tekil savunma sistemlerinin
birlegmes] sonvcu olugmuy. Aym sekilde, Biyik
Biringiiz Kéyil'niln altn kilometre kuzevhatisin-
da bulunan Agimas'im altunda da, kiyin tmdnd
kapsayan qok biiyiile bir yeralt gehri var. Tined-
lere birbirderine baglanan kitgik odalardan ve
depolardan olugan bu yeralts sehirlerinin en tipik
dzellikleri ise digman saldirse sirasinda tiinelleri
kapamal igin kollanilan devasa kapn taglars, Tie-
hax da denilen bu :.-m'u.r]al-c taglar '!.'|,|1.r.5|La:[rLda_|:|
hareket ettinlip tineli kapanyor, on tarafindan
agilmalarum engellemek igin de arkalanna takoz
komuyordu, Kapadokya'da baz yeralts sehirlerin-
de capr iki metre ve aguchgn 4 bon civannda olan
tag kaputar bile meveut,

Yillar siiven Eayseri caltsmamiz sirasinda daha
ince bircok yeralts gehrd bulmus veé arastrmashk.
Bunlarin bazlan ufak savunma vapitaripds, Ote
yandan Doganli. Fatinber, Kugcafiz gibi biiviik ve
mimari agdan etkileyici difer yeralt sehirferi ise,
garip bir ¢elighd olarak; tam yerlejimlers uzakn.
Agrnas'in altinda bulunan yeralty sehirini ise tam

Kiryiin sy iigederindekl barik konakdar, Gy Iggiliginin niselikd] Sroveboer

olarak nakh vashiklarn sirdiriyortar, ancak bunlarm yerdel zaman igingds

betenarme yapilar alpor {istie). Gabgmalar sieasinda yeealh gehriain hazi
eldalaneden st hallan ulanan baBlantdar saptands {astta ),
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B2 ATLAS OCAK Ko

anlamyla aragtirrmak milmkin olmads, glinka
evlerin altina derk gelen basimlart depo ve ambar
alarak kullamimaya devam ediyordu ve gegiglerl
enpellemek igin bajlants tinelleri kapatilmgt.
RBisyiik Blrtingiz yeralt gehel macerame, bifse
kapilarimn agan ik evin avlusunus altinda bulu-
nan depolarla baglads, Birbirh ile baglantil olarak
kamlmus sekiz farkl yeralt deposunu gegtikien
sonrs il tinelle karsilagtle Ay g ik defa yap
mamak igin, yeni kesfettifiimiz bir yeralts yapasim
aragtinrhen aym zamanda Slghm abp eskiz de
gizeriz, Olgime de buldufumuz yeralts yapisimin
en won noktasindan baslar ve geriye, girige dogru
glderiz. Bu ilk yeralts sehrini dlglp haritalamaniz
tamn g gitn siieddl, o kadar karugih ki sonunu bile
|'|-,|_|;_'||;11|1I,r|;:|r-_'||_|J-;, Yeraltn sehiderinin gogunda hir
ana tiinel ve ona baglanan yan tineller olor. Bu-
rada Lse sayisiz gatal vardr. Soldaki tiinele sapiyor-
swifuz, a2 sonra bir kape tag ile larslagiyorsunue

ve titne] dokus metee sonra tikamyor, Gerl n.h'mu;:-
diger rinelde siriinmeye devam ediyorsunuz,
hir siire sonra o da tkanyor ve bu boyle devam
edivor, Taneller cofunlukla 60-70 suntimetre
ylikseldifinde, Sadece safida solda rastiadipumee
odalarda bir nebze olsun ayaga kalkabiliyomz.
lging olan ve simdiye dek aragtrchfimue bagha
hichir yeralu gehrinde karsilasmadigimue bir di-
ger olgu ise bu yapuda bulunan kap taglarnnin gift
yénlil savunmayn uygun olmasiyds,

Mormal kogullarda bir yeralti sehri girig yi
niine -ki bu sizin de girdiginiz yonddr- dojgre
savanma yapar clinkié digmanin gelecegi yon
budur. Bu yeralt sehri ise her tinel catalinda ¢ift
}unll,'l SAYILA TR 1I.".J,|:1|1_u'rrr\c5|.|. Dlazalikla, i'.la_li|$|l'.l.1|l
eldukdary evlerden igeri girecek dilgmana karg
da hazichilydilar. Bovlesi karmagk bir mimari
yapinm kamlman ise hem son derece zordur
hem de qok hassas bir planlama gerektirir. Us



Teralty gahir| erings
Lineller] kapamak
gl eage tagylan
Rufandr, Blreish
Biiriingiz

eralts Sohl,

Ui aguran 1
wam foplnm

27T kap tagnta bir
bagks rehora dahs
sabdp [safda).

CBRUK Mafare Aragtiess Geubs, yerattmos smid Slgdsler papt 1
¥e OF3 kecedinatlanme yardimnta yeest guhrisis amntil) bir }
leimini hawlad, Birik Baiegiz Yeralt Sov, leslan !
1373 medreyle Tirkiye'dn fmdiye dek Hglllen an wmun peenits gahri, i
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Kap1 taslarimin ¢ift yonlii
savunmaya uygun olmasi, bu yeralt1
sehrinin onemli 6zelligi.

tine tistlik bu kazma faplivetinin yerin metre-
lerce altnda, basit aletlerde ve kandil ipjinda
papildifim disginecek olursaniz bin yl dnee bu
kivde yagayan insanlanin canlamm korum ak fgin
celtigii sfantlar daha lyi anlam mimkin olor,
Bu, cahgtignmuz ilk yeraltt sehreinin sen kesm
cogu hafriyatla tkah olan tiinefler dolaysiyla
kelimenin tam anfameyla bir labirent gérimei-
simde idh. B tars, karsgik ve bir daire cizdilien
sonra birbirine kavesan tineller zaman zaman
ditgmani sagirtmak izin kaslmig olabilseler de
tikalr galeriler aglmadan bunun gergekligin an-
lamamiz miamkiin degil. Ote yandan, Fapuun by
son ksminda dahi tay kapilann en amndan g
tanesinin hald tanellerin devam ettigh yine dof-
ru savunma yapmas bize yerall gehrinin bu son
nokiadan sonra da devam ettifiini gistermek-
tepdi. Oliimler sonunda bu ilk yeralt gehrinin
toplam wrunlufunun 701 metre oldujn anlagl-
di. Buras 22 odas ve 15 kapa 1ag ile Kayseri'de
su ana dek lgilmig en bitylk yeralt sovanma
yapist idi. Tanellerin 16 tanesinin tikah olmas,
b yeralts sehrinin Bityiik Blringhz"deki bircok
farkh evle haglannl oldufunu ve biiyik bir yap
kompheksi seklinde tim yerlegimin altina yapl-
difm didgiinddrmekieydi

KAPI TASLARININ GIZEMmI

Ardindan, bir difer evin kapis: aqlds
ve Bityiik Biiringiis'de bulunan bir bagka
evin altindan tekrar yeraltina indik, Bu
ikinct yeralt sehrinin girisi aragtiedig-
muz ilk yapiva cok yakin bir kenumda idi
ve galgtgnmiz ilk yapiya benzer sekilde
bu yaps da yeralte depolanyla baghyordu
(asilikla. evierin altinda bulunan yeralt
savunma vamanin baglangy ksumlan
gecen zaman iginde geniglerilerek depo
haline getirilmis olmale Arka arkaya din
depo odasndan sonra yeralli gehrinin
tiimeli bastamaktaydi. Birbirlerine cok Y-
kin olmalanna kargm ikisc yeralts gehri-
pin yapis ilkinden farkloyds. 11k yapimn
aksine burada gok daha oz oda ve wzun
tineller vardy, Kargdaghfnoz ik rikne-
lin vrunlugs 41 metre ve genighigl sabit
bir pekilde 65 santimetreydi. Birkag odadan ve
tikanmug yan kollardan sonra batrya dewam eden
diger tinel ise 56 metre usunlugundayd: ve tkali
bir yan kel dinda bu tinedde highir oda yokiu,
Hem Kayseri'de, hem de Kapadokya'mn difer
bilgelerinde olglp baritaladigumiz 40'tan fazla
yerali gehirt icinde herhangi bir edas olmaksizn
b clendi uzun devam eden bagka bir tinel mev-
cut deildi. Bu tinelin sonundaki odada bulunan
ve odayl ban tineline dogru keruyan tas kape
ise 160 metre qapt ve 36 santimetre kalinliiyla
tiim Kayseri'de gimdiye dek rastiadiklarimizin en
biyisirydi

Yeralty sehirlerindeki tag kapiar iki farkh e
kilde imal edilirler: Eger yapimmn kazldifh kayag
yveteri kadar sertse yeralty gehrinin icindeki bir
duvardan kamlarak cukartilirfar veys, yapinn
kayact yumugaksa, diganda dahe sert bir tagtan
knzihr ve vuvarlanarak yeralt sehrinin iginde,
tiineldeki yerine yerlegtirilirlerdi, Bir kaps tagi-
na baktgimzda kanldigh kayayr anlamarmz cok
kaolaydir, lkinel yeraltn sehrinin kap taglannin
btk bir ks iginde bulunduklan kayadan
kanlmamaslardi. B satirlan okurken Iitfen bir
an durap, iki-i; tonluk bir kapr tasum bir tag
pcagmdan kanp qkardigmen, daha sonrn da



kandillerde aydinlatilimg daracik bir tnelde yu-
varlayarelk onlarca metre gotirdafiinded ve
yerine yerlestirmeye calishfmz hayal edin, Her
il siiren Arap saldinlan dolayasiyla Toci yiiepl-
dan itibaren bu bilgede yagam ok zorlasmusy
ve burada yagayanlar hayatta kalabilmek icin
insaniisti caba gostermelkteydi.

Bu yeralt yehrindeki tinelin devarminda bu-
hinan ve yolu kapatan kapi tasim zar zor, de-
belenerek geip aragtirmaya devam ettik. Uzun
tiineller ve irili ufal bircok odadan sonea ulag-
bEumiz son noktadaki sagkanlifimz girilmeye
defierdi, Yeraln gebrine girdigimiz il odaya
tekrar gelmistik! Bu, ikincd yeralt: sehrinin tii-
nelleri inamlmaz biiyiiklikte bir daire cizmis ve
bagladify noktaya dénm g,

onugta Boylik Biringiz Mahalle-
d'nin alunds bulanan iki fardkd ye-
ralta gehrind Slemiiy ve haritalamiguk,
Bunlann illd 701 metre, ikincisi ise
372 metreydi, Bu calgma siranda yiieeye ula-
gan iki farkh nokta daha bulmugtuk, dolayisiyla
elimizde déirt farkh GPS koordinau vards, Clzdi-

gimiz haritalan koordinatlan ile birlikte Google
Earth'e yeregtirdiginiede bu ki yeralty sehrinin
bir noktada birleglifini ghedik. Bu birlegme
nokiasin aragtirmamiz gerckivordu, Tekrar gir-
dik, haritada giziiken biflesme noloalars her iki
yeralnn sehrinde de hafrivatla tikahyih, Toprak
v ellerimizle kamp agmaya basladik ve bir
slire sonra bir bogluga ulagtik. Ardindan, diger
veraltn sehrine girip aymu boglugu bulduk ve bu
iki yeralts geliri bagland:. Biylece bu yeralt sa-
vienma sisteminin toplam uzunlogu 1273 met-
reye ulagh. Bu Tirkiye'de simdive dek dlgiilen
en urun yeralt gehri idi. Bu ssunma yapisinda
sapladifumiz toplam 27 kapi tas ise bir dijger
rekordu, Ote yandan, ju ana dek Glgtigamiis ve
haritaladsgimiz yeralte gehrinin Bilyiik Biran-
gtz'in ufak bir kasmum kapladigin da biliporuz.
Tikah olan 23 farkh tinel bu yeralty gehrinin &

stilflimiizden cok daha biyik oldugunun, olas-
hikla titm késyii bir ag gibi drdiifiiingn kantt. Bu,
tikeals thinellerin apibmas: veys bagka girigler keg-
fedilmesiyle Biryik Biringiz Yeralti Sehri'nin
wrunfuffunon bugiinkinden gok daha fazla olma
ibtimali var., @
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Bir Cobanin ihbariyla
52 Odal1 Yeralt: Sehrinin Kesfi

Gizemli Bir
Menfez

Prof. Dr. Osman Ozsoy
Fotadrafiar Ak Ethem Keskin

Ashinda her gey Kayseri Lisesi'nde baglads.

Milli Egitim Bakanhi ile Kayseri Bliyiikgehir Belediyesi arasinda bir protokal
yapilip tarihi binanim Milli Mizcadele Miizesi yapilmas: hayata gecinlivken; usunca
stirecek bir restorasyon uygulamas: ile gevre dizenlemesi baglad. Daha dnceleri
Kayseri Lisesi Sinemasi’ iken yakilarak égrenci pansiyonu yapilan yer ile simdiki
Kenuk Bogan Mescidi arasindaki bolgede yapilan calismalarda dikey bir menfez
agifia gibdy, Oloul yonetiminin giris iizerine bir kapak yapticarak onlem almasi

1 Yagar Eldem, Simemanin Kayserideki Seriiveni, Palet Yayalan, zma.,
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bir magara veya yeralts gehri var mi?”
mantafiyla kisa kiea nokta atuglar gek-
linde ilgili mekanlan yofun kar yagns
altinda ziyaret ettik. Giiniin sonunda

“Bu biyle olmaz. Hem ok yer var hem
stiremiz kasith. Dolayisivla planh cali-
galum. Bu igi de protokele baglayalim;
taraflar, yapacaklan sorumluluklur,
gahsma takvimlerd, gerekli izinler,
riskler, ¢ikhilar, raporlar belli olsun”
denildi. Boylelille taraflan Kayseri
Biiyitkgehir Belediyesi, Chruk Magara
Aragtirma Grubu ve CEKUL Vakfi olan
bir protokol imzalands ¥

KAPADOKYA ULKES!

Hig farkanda olmasak da bu yehirde
yagayan bizler birer Kapadokyaliyiz.
Tam olark cografi bir sinir 56z konusu
olmasa da, Aksaray-Nigde-Kirge-
hir-Nevsehir-Kayseri kentlerini igine
alan bélgeye verilen isim Kapadolya.
Ve mezkiirillerin bélge simin komgula-
rimn haritadaki konumlanna bakiliesa
Anadolu'nun neredeyse tam orta kssman
clugturdugunu fark ederiz. Anadolu'nun
dofu-bats gegigi arasinda dogial kopri
olmasyve Kapadokya'nin Anadolu’nun
tam merkezinde yer almasi balgenin
ister barg ister savas sebepli olsun
her thirlii gbe ve gecigin ugrak noktas
haline gelmesine yol agmugtir.

Kapadaolya'ya elbette birgok yaniiyle
inceleyebiliriz, Fakat su noktada ilgi
duydugumuz baghl; Kapadokya'nin
magaralan veyeralti gehirleri. Tabikibu
deyimler bize ait. Zira gegmigte buralan
inga edenler ve daha sonra kullananlar
igin dognl ve killtiivel bir zenginlik igeren
buyagam alanlan ashnda onlarin bella
de evleri, kiyleri, kasabalar ve sehirleri.
Ustelik viim bu yapilarn sayilan ne kadar
kestirmek gergekten zor, hatta imkinse.
Ama suras: bir gergek ki her yapilan

calismayla sayilan artmakta. Akla
gelebilecek bir bagka soru ise: "Meden
Kapadokya ve neden bu kadar gok?”
alabilir. Kapadokya'nin peribacasigibi
zenginliklerinin ve yeralt sehirlerinin
bu denli sayise olmasinin en Gnemli
nedeni Erciyes Dag olsa gerek, Bilimsel
veriler iifinda biraz geriye gitrmek her
geyil daha bermk hale getirmektedir.
Erciyes Dagn stinmiig bir volkan ve
i Anadolu’'nun en Bnemli daglanindan

M Kapadokya'nin
Anadolunun tam
merkezinde yer almasi
bélgenin ister barig
ister savas sebepli
olsun her tiirlii gég ve
gecisin ugrak noktas:
haline gelmesine yol
acrmistir.

baridir. Dugn etrafinda, farkh ¢aplarda
ve yiiksekliklerde 68 kiime volkan konisi
bulunmaktadir, Erciyes'ten pliskiirtillen
gazla karisik tiif malzeme yer yer 100
ke uzabdara kadar yayalmegtie. Volkanik
sebepli neredeyse dilz bir plate geklinde
mieydana gelen tabakann (tif- ignimbrit)
kalinhg yiizlerce metreye ulagmak-
tadir. Radiometrik yag tayini yoluyla
olugan kayaglarin en eskisi yaldagik
on milyon yil Sneeye kadar uzanirken
dag etelderinden elde edilen drmelderin
en genci yaklagik yiiz bin yasindadir,
Buna karsin dagnn merkez bacasindaki
faaliyet 150-200 binyil oncesine kadar
devam etmigtie.® Dag ve cevresindeki

lav sizintilarinen neredeyse Gregoryen
Takvimi'nin baglangenylagagdag oldugu
ve hareketlilifin o yillarda da devam
ettigi anlagilmaktadar,

Erciyes'in bolgenin en yiksek dag
almasi, gegmigte zrvesinin parlak ve
ik sagiyor clmas: birgok kiginin dik-
katini gekmis, kaleme aldii eserlere
bu Gzellikleri yansitmslardir,

*..Tauras yakomnda Fuschia { Mazala)™
da denir, Topraklar genelde diiz ve
verimlidir... Bu kente aym zamanda

“Eusebia” ve ilave olarakta “Argaios'un
[Erciyes Dafn) yaminda denie... Glinky
buras: tepesinde highir zaman kar eksik
olmayandaglann enyiiksefi Argaiosun
eteklerinde kurulmugtur ve buna tir-
manantar -ki, ok azdir- berrak havada
hem Pontos (Karmdeniz) hem de Issikos
Deenizimin (Karadeniz) gorilebilecefini
soylemektedirler... Ayrica biitin gevee-
dedi toprak diiz oldugu halde cok kiragtir
ve gift siirmeye elverigli degildi, kumlu
ve alti kayaliktir, Biraz daha ilerleyince
iginde atey qukurlar bulunan bircok
stadion { yallagik 180-200 m uzunluk)
weunlugunda ki vollanik araziye gelinie...
Ciinki biatiin Kappadokia'da hig kereste
oladsfy halde, Argaics'un biitiin gevresi
armanlarla kaplidir... fakat ormanlik
kolgenin hemen altinda birgok yerlerde
ategler ve aymi zamanda yeraltinda
soguk su vardy; fakat ateg ve su yilzeye
cikmaz. Baz yerlerde dearazi bataklknr
ve peceleri buradan ates qilar... fakat
bhuras gogu kimseler ve Geellikle sigirar
quburlanina diigebilider”

Kapadokya hakkinda dzellikle Erci-
yes'inzirvesinin antik ;aglardald tasvie-
lerinde tapimak, magara-tinel, megale,
ates ve volkan kiireleri kullandlmigte?

Diger taraftan Anadolu’yu gezip,
aldiklar notlan kitap haline déniisti-

§ Kayserinin Yeraltindaki Medentyeti- Rapor 1, Kayserd Bityitksehir Belediyesi, Basks 2014 Kayseri Yeraln Yapelan Envanteri {kinci Am Rapar,

Kayseri Hiyuksehir Belediyesl, Bask 2015,

f ilsan Ketin, Erciyes Dagn Volkan Tophdugunun jeclojik Evrimil, Antik Cag ikonogratisinde Erclyes, Arkeolofl ve Sanat Yayinlar, lstankul, g5,
7 Stebon, Antik Anadelu Cofrafms, Geographika, Kitap X11-XI1- XV Adkeoloji ve Sanat Yayinkam, Cev. Profl Dr. Adnan Pekman, 2012,

8 Oz Gider, Kapadokia tkonogratisinde Ercies Bagynan Yeri, ERU Sosyal Bilimler Enstiviisé Dergish, Sy 4. 1997 002 GUen ATHE O K1Y s
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sbir -

ren gezginlerin bu bolgeler haldindala
anemli bilgileri bizlere ulagtirchklarim
goriyoruz. Evliya Celebi Seyahatname-
sinde magaralarin kullanim amaglan
siralamirken egitim yeri, maden, ambar,
ibadethane, barinak, han, hapishane,
laboratuvar, fabrika, hapishane, mezarlik,
savunma yeri, sakla (n) ma yeri gibi
bashklardan bahsetmektedir.® Ancak
Seyahatname'de dzellikle Kayseri igin
bir magara bilgisi gecmez.

Bir Fransiz doktor olan Paul Lucas

¥ Mimar Sinan gibi
bir deha yetistirmis,
yeryiiziinde (yertistii)
yaptidi eserler halen
ayakta ve hayranhkla
anlasilmaya calisilan

Agirnas’in neredeyse
tamaminin 1g. yy.
ortalarina kadar
yeraltinda oldugunu

diisiinmek gercekten
anlasilmasi zor bir
durum.

da Kayseri'de Begtepeler mevkiinde bir
magaradan bahseder. Diger taraftan C.
Texier, Ainswort ve Jeolog W], Hamiton,
Arastirmact G, De Jerphanton, Mimar
Albert Gabriel ve Arkeolog Gertrude Bell
gibi gezginler bolgenin daha cok tagin-
maz kiltiir vaiklan, miman yapilarve
peribacalan iizerine yogunlasmiglardir,
Bolgedeki magara ve yeralti sehir-
lerinin ne zaman yapildigh veya hangi
medeniyetler zamaninda inga edil-

dii hakkinda kesin bir bilgiye sahip
olmasak da birgok eserde ortak kaynak
olarak gegen M.O. IV, yy'da Xenephon
tarafindan kaleme alinmiy Anabasis'te
balgede kayalara ayulmuy yerlesim-
lerde yagayan insanfardan ve Greklerin
Kapadokya'dan gecerken bir yeralty yer-
legiminde konaklamasindan bahsedilir.
Mynica Kapadokya tilkemizade kegfedilmis
yeralty gehirderinin neredeyse %go'ina
sahiptir, Bolgede yapilann en yogun
loallanum periyodu Arap, Sasanive diger
akimlara karg savunma ve saklanma
amagh olarak M.S. VII-XI1. yy.lar
arasindadir diye tahmin edilmektedir.

Bu noktada farkh bir teori ise nerede
bir yeralt: yapusi varsa yakinlarnda bir
Hitit kaya yazisida vardur garigticiie ki
buna gore bu yapilann MO, XV yyla
kadar bir gegmise sahip oldufu da
dirgiiniilebilir.®

YERUSTU-VERALTI
Yeraltuyapalarimn tarihlemesi konu-
sunda net bilgi ve belgelere sahipalmasak
da elimizdeki vapilann kabaca simif-
landirmasmda bir geyler soyleyebiliriz.
Yeralts yapilar: bilindigi tizere zaman
izinde farklh fonksiyonlar tistlenmis
olabilirler, En basta konut ve barinma
yeri olarak inga edilmigken bir miiddet
sonfa sadece hayvanlar igin bir banmak
daha sonra samanhk ve tarih icinde
tekrar konut gibi degigim ve doniigim
kendini karuyan biryapiya ulagmak bu
cografyada qok zordur. Hatta i mekin-
larda kullamlan ev egyas, tag baltalar,
tarim aletleri, yiyecek, givecek, kigisel
egyalargibi buluntularve ig mekanlann
duvarlarindaki yazi ve kabartmalar
tarihleme konusunda en Gnemli veriler
olmasina karsin, bolgemizde bu tir
buluntulan elde stme gansimiz yok
gibidir. Cok detaya girmeden en gok

serl Yapilan, ERUD Sosyal Bilimler Enstittsl Dergisd, Savi 5. 1654

o htype ! ismaithakkiabuntas.comfrarp/os/yafevliya -celebi-seyab

bilinen Nevygehir yoresindeki yeralts
yapilar ile Kayseri'dekileri kiyaslamak
adma sunlarn soylemek miimldin:

Nevschir'deki yeralts sehirler nispe-
ten gokbityitk yapalardir. 3-4 bin kisilik
kapasitededir. Bazen bunun on katina
ulastiin dagdrilir, Kayseri'dekilerinen
kiigiigi bir pekirdek atleyi barindirnken
zaman zaman boyutunun 1-2 hin
kigilik bir niifusu barndirabildigi de
gorillmiistir,

Yine lizerine gok fazla calismayapil-
masindan ve literatiirde ulasilabilen
aragtirmalara gore Nevgehir yiresinde
birkoy, kasabayadailgede eksenyetle
tek yeralt gehri yapis: meveut. Diger
taraftan Kayseri'de hem birbirlerine yalan
hem de kapasitelen farkl olarak bazen
kiigiik bir kioyde bile 4-5adet hatta10-15
adet yeralt sehri gormemiz miimbdin,
Diaha da fgine Melikgazi llcesine bagh
Agnrnas Mahallesi dlgeginde diigin-
difimiede Agagn Mahalle diye tabir
edilen ve Hantinii Meydam ile Akbin
Vadisi arasinda kalan, kuzey ve gliney
iki vadiyle simirlandinlmig blgenin
neredeyse tamam bir yeralts gehri
olarak karsymiza cikmakta. Dere yatain
ile mahalle kotunun karsilastinlmas:
{vaklasik 4o-50m) yeralt yapisimn bir
katman degil gok katmanh aldugunu
gostermektedir.

Mevgehirve civannda bulunan yeralt
yapilan genelde gok katmanly ve dikey
yapilardir, Kayseri'de mstlanilan yapilar
ine genellikle yatay ve tek kat yapilardir,
Bunoktada yine Agirmas"in tiim yerlezim
yerinin altim kapsayan yeralts yapisi
ise ilgingtir ki hibrid (dikey+yatay)
yapidadir. Konutlarin altinda bulunan
bazen tek bazen iki tig kath magaralar
komisu evinin alt sitmnna kadar devam
etmekte iken; anlasilan o la milkiyet
ve mahremiyet yaklagimi ile sonradan
gegisler araya duvar yapilmak Gizere

agaralan/ | Gir@ntibenme Tarihi: 28.06.2017)

1o 1, Yomiikeogu, T, Sevil, 7, Tasq, BT, Thrkmen, V. Uysal, Taribeesi, Tanimma, Plan ve Forogmilan ile Kappadokya Yeraln Schirleri, Ankam, 1990.
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diganda gok uzun kamp yapabilme
yetenekleri zibi birgolk yetenefe sahip
olan bu grup tiyelerinin en korktugu sey
dogal magara iginde galisirken, magara
igine sel ve yagmur suyudolmas.. Diger
taraftan, Gaziantep ve Topkap Saray
dlciimlerinde kanalizasyonun gikmas
ve buralarin da dlgiillmesi gofiu saman
siradan bir olay olamk kabul ediliyor.

Mafara veya yeralt yapulan iginde
iki omzun ayni anda bir koridora sig-
mamasi durumunda omuzlardan biri
dnde biri arkada devam edilecek kadar
dar yerlere girilmektedir. Dalayisiyla
halen modern teknolojiyle (30 Tara-
yic1) dahi bu kadar ince ve hassas hir
dlgtim miimbkiin olmamaktadir. Eldeki
endnembi aletler: mesafe, yanve efiim
dlgen el aletler, ipler, eskiz defteri,
kalemler, kask, tulum, tepe lambalan
ve yedek pillerden ibaret. Bir de her
algiim sonunda elde edilen verileri
bilgisayar ortamina aktarp uygun bir
arayiiz ile belirli istasyonlardan alinan
verileri birlegtirerek dogru 8lciimii elde
etmek ve haritasini yapmak gerekiyor.
Sayet olgimde hata sezilirse ya ilgili
yeri ya da tim dlgimi tekrarlamak
gerekiyor. Bu anlattibdanmz ve dlgiim
iginin karda, yagmurda, su altinda da
yapildignm digiinmek gerckir,

Olciim sirasinda karsilasilan en
ciddi problemlerden bazlan: Sualtinda
ilerleme ve yin bulma, gerek magara
iginde gerekse magam ile dig diinya
arasinda haberlesme ve ver aktarmm.
Orzellikle haberlesme problemi ve ol
derinlere dalmak igin kullanilan dizee-
nelderanemlive sadece profesyonellerin
tstesinden gelebilecefi cinsen dersek
abartmus olmayz,

Cofumuza gore son derece garip
kagacak; su altindan, magara derinlik-
lerinden hazen ceset qikarmak, élmiig
hayvanlarla ya da canli hayvanlarla
kargilagmak [mevsimine gore siirlingen,
kemirgen, hicek, yamsavh. ) mayfamalar
igin siradan olaylardir denilebilir. Hele
hele yikseklik, derinlik, dar mekin-

larda sikagma ve bulunma ile karanlik
korkusu magaracilarla gok yan yana
getirilemeyen olaylardir, Olgiimiin gece
veya giindiiz olmasi da bu nedenle fark
etmez zira magara ig1 hep karanliktir,

MIMARIN KAFASI

KARISMIS OLSA GEREK

Melikgazi ilcesi'nde Gesi Mahalle-
s1'me yakm, Sneelen Koramaz Nahiyesine
agh elarak kurulan, Baheeli ve fldem'e
neredeyse egit mesafede, gieden simdilik
wrak Belagas (Belasi. Bala-Yavru-Kiigik
Gesi) 17. yy'da kuruldugu bilinen ve
genellikle gayrimiislimlerin ikamet
ettigi sirin birkily iken simdi tamamen
terkedilmistir.

B Tamitimla beraber
turizm aqisindan
yeralt: yerlesimlerinin
degerlendirilmesinin
oniinii acmak

bélgeye ticari bir
kazanc ve istihdam
kazandiracaktir. Hele
hele maddi durumu
yetersiz, 1ss1z, merkeze
uzak kédylerin bu
calismalar ile turizme
kazandirilmasi ve bir
maddi kazancin ortaya
¢cikmasi son derece
onemlidir.

Dagudan batiya dodru yaldasik
3=4 kom'lik bir alanda egine az rastlamr,
dogal ve kiiltiirel zenginlikleri barin-
diran Otedere Vadisi; Belagas: Kovii
yamndan gegip Derin Dere bilesine
ve daha sonra da Giizelyurt'a ulagan

bir vadidir. Vadinin baglangig nok-
tasaina yakin halk arasinda "Ciizzam

Hastanesi” olarak da bilinen etrafi yer

yer3-4 myiikseklikte duvarlarla kaph

dikbir yamacin kuzeye bakan yiiziinde

oldubiga ilging ve son derece bityiik bir

kaya yerlesimi kesfedilmigti.

Daha sonra yine aym vadi iginde,
vadinin glineye balkan yiizinde, kapama
tagy digarida, giris kapisinin Gniinde
difger bir yeralt gehri daha kesfedildi.
Otedere Vadisi'nde kug seslerini ve
tabanda akan derenin sinltising, dere
kenarindaki kurbagalarin seglerini
duydulga buranin bu kadar yofun bir
yerlegim yerine yaloan olmasma kargin
halen sessiz ve 1531z olmasini insamin
anlamakta zorlandigim ifade etmek
gerekir, Hele hele vadinin orta kisimla-
rinda gaglayan ufak bir gelalenin varlifn
ise insanin aklna zor gelir,

Daha sonraki calismalarda derenin
suyunun, sulama ve yakin alanda yer
alan yerlegim yerleri igin bir kanal vasi-
tasiyla vadinin kazeye bakan yireyinden
gotiiriilmesi dikkat ¢ekince su yolu
takip edildi. Hem su yolu hem de yol
izerindekt bir sarmig dlgulip, haritaya
iglendi. Otedere Vadisi'nin glasinda
daha genig ve daha yesil bir alan kar-
simiza cikmakta, Vadinin devam eden
ve kuzeye bakan ylizeyinin devaminda
daha yogun bir kaya yerlegimi oldugu
fark edildi. Oyle ki Belagas: Koyii'ne
dagin iginden neredeyse 4o m'lik bir
tiinelle bu suyun gectigive burada sulama
amagl olup, halen kullamldig gorildi.
Sutiinelinin kendisi ile buradaki diger
kaya oyma yapilar da 8lgiildii

Belagas: Kayii, Otedere Vadisi'nin
sonunda, lkuzeye bakan ylizeyinin lize-
rinde, vadinin dst kisnrundan tabanina
dogru kademe kademe inen, cogu kaya
yerlegimi olan, aldukga yofunve ig ice
bir bislgedir. Sukanalina paralel devam
eden asfalt yol mubtemeldir ki dnceden
kéyiin ortasimayakin kalmabta zira daha
agagvda kaya oyma yapilann bahgelerin
bubursdugiu diizelispe dogru devam ettiging

; ‘mmmw



gorebilivoruz. Burada su an kullamlan
eviern, ahurlarin ve bahge duvarlaninn
bir ki munin devsirme tagbrdan yapildeg
kalayea fark edilmektedir, Bu taglann
vadinin kuzey-bati ylizeyinde daha
onceden bilgedeki tag ocaklanndan
kesilen ve nitelildi iggilik ile yapalarda
kullamilan; fakat zaman iginde yikilan,
terkedilen yapilardan hazirca ahndign
ve kullamildegn anlaglmaktacr.

Kiiyde ayrica giiney duvan kayaya
oyulmusg, difer duvarlan kesme taglarla
1842 yilinda inga edilmis Surp Hag
Kilisesi zamana meydan okurcasina
halen ayakta dimdik durmaktadar.
Hemn bu eski ve terk edilmis kilise hem
komsu yapilar defalarca kacak kan
tahribatlaring maruz kalmis ve halen
de kalmaktadwlar.

Belagas: Yeralt §ehr - 1 6lgiimler
yapilirken bilgpede tanugalan bir cobanbu
yeralts gehrine 40 m mesafede yamaca
yakin bir kaya yerlesimin oldugunu

ve meveutta Glgilen yam ile kiyaslan-
mayacak derecede biyuk oldugunu
soyledi. Girige ulagtifumizda gogme
tehlikesi olusturabilecek kayalarla
giriginin gizlendifini fark ettik. Girigin
aslinda birbirlerine yaklasik 5§ m yalan
iki ayn kapidan ve yamacin kuzeybaty
dogrultusunda oldugu gizlemlendi.
Tiimn dlgtim 4-5 kisilik ekiple iki gunde
tamamlanirken uyeun fotograflarin
alinmas: ve haritanin dogruhugunun
yerinde tekrar kontral edilmesi hir
bagka mesai giniiniin de harcanma-
st gerektindi, 1k girigin, vaklagik 8o
m* tavandan diagen kaya parcalarinin
yurimeyi zorlasticdig bir salonda bir-
lestigi ve salonun glineyinden tag kap
ile korunan bir koridor ile tekrar 30 m*
biiyiikliigiinde bir salona gelindigini
gormekteyiz. Bu koriderun saginda ve
solunda alth-tisthi kalburgibi delik-desik
adalar siralanmalktadir. lerleme yatay
dogrultuda ve yamacin i¢ kasimlarina

dogru devam etmektedir. Oyulan bu
odalar bagtan beri mi boyleydi voksa eve
gelin alan bir atlenin thiiyacina binaen
biroda dahaoyulmak suretiyvle meveut
ev mi genigletildi? (Ticar uygulamalar
ek olarak Kapadokyada halenuygulanan
ve dolayisiyla devaml biyiiyen yeralt

sehirlerinin gergek sebebi) anlamalk
gerpekten g, Yeralt sehrinin sonunda
vadiye yukanidan bakan pencereler
meveuttur. Bu pencerelerden Otedere
Vadisimin neredeyse tamamini gozet-
lemek miimbiindiir,

Olciim sonunda Belagas: Yeralt
Sehri - 2 olarak haritas: yapilan bu
yapinan irili ufakh 52 odaya sahip
oldugu ve eldeki literatiir bilgisi ve
verilere gire simdiye dek Tirkiye'de
bulunan en yiksek oda sayisina sahip
yeralty sehridir. Ekibin tecrithesi bu
zor ve karmasik yapimin élgilmesinin
Gstesinden gelse de “Mimarinin kafas
gercekten kansmig olabilir mi?" soru-



sunu da akls getirmeds deg
Gerek buyaprda gerekse diger birgok
yvapida zaman icinde kapanms, gogiik
olugmug doliyisiyla da Glemeye imkian
vermeyen yerler sbz konusu olmaktadir.
Bu calisma, protokol geredi dokunmadan
sadece Blome-haritalama-fotogr
ma-raporlamaoldufundan bu lasimlann
algiimil gerceklestirilememisgtir. Su
kaynaklarina hele hele vadi tabanindan
dkan bir dereye yakin yeralt: yaplannda
gofru zaman yapt icinden suya ulagim
saglayan tinelleri girmek miimkiin
olmaktadir. Dolayisiyla, bu yapiya
yakin bir dere yatagi olduguna gore
dereye baglant tinelinin de olmas

son derece makul bir gerekeedir.

HER SEY ELIMIZDE

H L allsmanin en temel amac
yapinin ashna uygun olarak kornmas:

elecek nesillere aktantmasidir. En

zemgein dogal ve kilhtiie varhiklarnmuedan
olanmagarave veralt yaplanm korumak
iinyerelden merkese dogrng; yerine grire
yapi tescilli degilse tescil edilmesiigin
11 Esidtar Mudirltgi, Koruma Kurulu
Midtrludd, Mize, KUDER ile ko
icinde bulunmalk, elimizdeld verileri
karslikly paylagmak, koruma kavramina
yardimer olmaktadir. Yamilan galig-
malarin rapor seklinde yayimlanmasi,
sunumlar, konferanslar yerelde iyl
bolgenin Turkiye oloegind e Kayserinin
mnitymicin gon derece dmembidin, Tam
tumla beraber turizm acisindan yeralty
yeresimlerinin degerlendinlmesinin
omtini agmak bolgeye ticarn bir kazang
ve istihdam kazandiracaktir. Hele hele
maddi durumu yetersiz, 155z, merkeze
weak kdylerin bu caligmalar ile turizme
kazandirilmasi ve bir maddi kazancin
taya cikmasi son derece onemlidir.

Yeralt: vapulan bilimsel caliymalir
wein de gon derece anemli ve hakir yer
lerdir, Mimarlik, jeoloji mithendisligi,
harita mithendisligi, gehir ve bilge
planlama, peyzaj mimarlign, tarih, sanat

tarihi, arkeoloj. biyeloji, turiem gbi

bircok bilim dalinda lisans, yiksek
lisans ve uygulama imkani sag
potansiyele sahiptirler. Magaralar
su |-..|_1.'|:.|L].|| 1 hitkiler, bacekler, riim-
cekler, yarasalar, arkeolojik buluntular,
fagiller modern cafin ve gelismis
iilkeelerin ierinde ¥ oL caltstiklar ve
degedendirdikleri konu bashklanndan
e brirka

uluslararas: ighidiklerinin de aniinii

1. Bu acidan balalinea

M Her eve hem de cok
etkili bir yolla bilincli
ve donanimh cocuklar
uzerinden ulasmamiz,
cevre ve kiiltiir
degerlerini koruma
bilincini yiiklememiz
ve gelecek adina
umutlanmamiz geng
nesiller iizerinden
olacaktir. Gelismis,
giiclii, refah, bilingli
tilkelerde durum
yulardir bu sekilde
gerceklesmektedir.

acabilecek ortak efitim ve arastirma
imkiin: saglayabilecek hemen yam
basimueda fark etmedigimiz birer dogal
hazinemizdir, magaralar.
Korumaya devam etmenin ye

yolu da efitimden ve miraslanne kullan-
dignmiz gocuklanin bilinglendirilmesi
ve dofryla bansik ol malan ile mimkiin
) tir. Her eve hem de cok ethil bir
yolla hilingli ve donanimh cocuklar
uzerinden ulagmamiz, cevre ve kaltir
degerlerin koruma bilincim yiklememiz

v pelecek adina umutlhinmame: reng

nesiller izennden olacakie. Gelismis,
giiclii, milrefleh, bilingli Gilkel erde dunim
yillardir bu sekilde gercelilesmelktedir
Mitehk is cikarmak isteyen, bagan
hedefli her projenin en bk problem:
insan kaynagidir. Magara ve
yeralty yapilarinin incelenmesi ve
arastinimasda istekli ve nitelikli insan
kaynaga ile sirdurialebilir bir formata
sahiptir. Yerelden _'.'-1r1i Kayzeri'den
azellikle iniversiteler ve sivil l.-:li'-I
kuruluslanimin destekleyecesi, calis-
malara katilacag, ogrenip daha sonra
dgretecedl, yeni, cesur, karanliktan
korkmayan, algtim yapabilen kigilere
ihtiyag duy ulmaokiadie, Aksi takdirde
Iirkiye nin bir ucundan Kayser'ye
bu i icin sirekli birilerinin gelmesini
ve kafamizdan gegenleri yapmasing
beklemek son derece anlamsiz bog
bir hayal olur
aminde

Ne zaman magara §

kagak kiz igin kullanidan ve daha sonra
devam etmek icin bir kosedes tutulan
bir knzrma -kiirek gifti gorsek, hirnkalan
kacerma kurel oradan uzaklagtrmamaza
alip-gotirmermize ragmen israrla; ertes:

giin gelipyerinde bulamayan defineciler

yenisini alirve tekrar aym yere koyardar

‘ekrar alsaniz, tekrar yenising ge
koyarlar. Yani tkna etmeniz aslinda
cok ordur. Bu calisma neticesinde elde
ettigimiz en dnemli ikineil kasang; sayet
birdefinecinineline cizilen bu hantalar
gecerse ilgingtic ki definecinin kagal
kaziya sevkinin bir anda kinldsimn:
ve sosudugunu goelemledik. En ince
ayrintisina kadar olgilmiis, haritas
pikanlmisg, fotograflan cekiloms, hilkayes:
yazilmiz, bu mekanlarin defineciler
o
kalmamig bu yerden bir sey gilkmaz”

ek yen bar anda “hichir bilinmmes:
fikrine dénismekte ve kendine baska
dokunulmamis ve bilinmez bir yer
aramak igin oradan ayrilmay tercih

etmektedir.®
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Bilgin Yaxhk

L]

I in en teme] gereksinimierinin bagend banmma ver
alor ve banmms bir hak olarek da defierlendirilin Barmma

hakla dofugtan gelir ve vasadif alanda bulunma hakk

plarnk da ifade edilebilir. insan varabiligindan bugiine

kadar ¢ kb gekillerde banm

Mafmralards bagloyan bannma kiilt zaman igensindes

yer altindan yer fstiine dogru vine Imig, gader vogamma

v bugiin nihayet modern kent

Yaramak igin kollom)

K "min bir zamanler m
bolgesinde Ercryes'in ve Hasan Dady'nim pliskirttigil
olarak adiz I 1
rozenckll kmmlara = 3 . Bu kayalar
;:-"-.h nckli v vommusak yapilar sayesinde bas aletlerle
nsan giici e r gaovulabilmekte ve kolayea barmima
mekiniom yaratilabilmektedir. Bugiin Nevgehir, Nigae
Ak=aray, Kirgehir, Kayseri gibi Kapadokya bilgesi illerinin
birgogunda gok smada yer aln gehrine, bnle r
mufmrev mstlanmasmin nedenlerimden bir de budur
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Bilinen tiim yer alti sehirlerine kiyasla bilyiik bir farkla Kayseri’nin en bilyiik yer
alt: sehri gectigimiz subat ayinda Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi ile bir protokol
kapsaminda Kayseri’de yer alt: aragtirmalan yapan Obruk Magara Aragtirma
Grubu marifeti ile kegfedildi. Kesfedilen bu yer alti sehri, Koramaz Vadisi
kdylerinden olan Biiyiik Biiriingiiz kbyii icerisinde yer almakta olup yerel halk
tarafindan bélgeye Aymanh denildigi icin Aymanli Yer Alti Sehri olarak adlandirild.

Kayscri de yukanda bahsedilen taf

leorunmak icin yapildsidan tshmin edilen,
bagiine kadar tespit edildigi kadan ile
tesplam yirmi bir ver alt gehei Koramaz
Vadisi igerisinde yer almalkradsr, Bu yer
aln gehirberinden en biyiigl ve bilinen
tiim yer aln gehirlerine krvasla biiik
bir farkla Kayseri'nin en biviik ver alt

- yehri geqrigimiz gubat ayinds Kayseri

Biviikychir Beledivesi il bt protokol kap-
sarmunda Kayseri*de ver alt aragtermalan
yapan Obruk Magara Aragtuma Grubu
marificti e keyfodibdi Keyfodilen bu ver
alts gehri, Koramaz Vadisd kivlerinden
yer almakta olup yerel halk tarafindan

balgeye Aymant denildigi icin Aymanl:  giden

Yer Alts ehiri olarak adlandinids,

Ryt Birtngl kbyi: Koramsz Dag
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EX sORIA & acafiim yer alb gch sovlevebilinim. Gegr i - rik hsmin
burada nawl bulundudunu ve buy belld gevpekten k
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wedcflod igimi

Koramax Vadizi ver alts % la noe bulm wnira da Glgmemiz

nteri va8; tarrrarnlanmak et rerckivor . I'den yer
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ki destogi the belirlenmies: hususunda
destek istedike. Magara Gicimieri cnax
ik kigilik bir ckiple gergekdegtirilin, ben
de Al Bev'deniki kigi olarak gelmclering
rica ettim, ancak All Bey Kayseri'ye
valmz gelmigti. Kendisine diger kigi
nerede diye sordufumda, kapah alan
korkisi cdan bana urursamas bir toarda
“fiinc kigi sensin ™ dedi. Itiraz cttiveem
de bagla scgenck yoktu, ¢ mahloim o
yer alty gehirlerine gircocktim. igimden
“Nasmilss burada derin bir ver alt gehri
ikmaz, kolayea Slger kurtolurum.” dive
gegirivordum.

All Yamag ile magara Siglim malze-
meleriminl mrt cantameea doldurarak
yolunu tuttuk. Biviik Biriingle'e vardih-
mezda Mchmet Bey'in tiim kil scforber
cttigine yahit oldulk Kovitler bize o giin
Ogle matine kadar By girky gheterdiler
Uit de verin vakiagk alt: metre altmdan
ilerleven ve en fazls yirmi metre sonra
gikane nedeni ile kapal durumsda tiinel-
ler idi. Bir yandan kapah alan korkusu
olan bir amatir olarak sevinirken diger
yandan bu kivvde gerpekten var olan bir
yer alts yapmmin bzden saklandsfin



um saat kadar
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keapulan gibi alanards buburur, ortalama
biyliklakte bir yer alts jehrinde beg

gordiim. Bunu fark cttigim an iimi bir
korku sardy, bufundugumes yerin istiinde

Aymanli yer alt: sehrinin toplam tiinel uzunlugunun
yaklagik alt: yiiz on metre oldugunu ve toplam on
yedi kilit tagi barindirdigini hayranhkla okudum, Ali
Bey “Diinyada on yedi kilit tag: olan bir yer alt: sehri
daha bilmiyorum.” dedi. Ustelik bu yer alti sehri
Kapadokya’daki érneklerinden farkh olarak dikey
degil, yatay bir yer alt: sehri idi.

1k yok, scs yok, telefon yok

Girty oldukca dar idi, s@riinerck
ilerledik, ardindan genigge bir oda
bizi kargilach, burada biryiikge ber kilit
tap yerde yatar vaziyette yer alivondu,
Kilit tags demigken bu konuds da losa
bir bilgi verelim. Bahse konu ver alta

taglan ilc griglen mihiiravorlards. Bu
taglar oldukga bliyik (150 cm Capenda,
yer yer 5o cm genigliginde ) ve agsrdirlar,
tam ortalannda isc 10 om gapinda bir

delik bulunur. Bu delik hem ghectlomek
hem de kaprvi agmak igin kullanslir. Tag
igerisinden gegirien bir demir va da shyap
mil destegi e sgeridenve digandan iten
iki kigi marifeti ile kapy agilir, bu taglar
genellilkde savonma odas kapilan, girig

insanlyr vagryordu, evierin ve yollann

verden siiriinerck ben de gogtim,
Tinel o kadar daralmagt: ki artik
emcklemek de milmikiin degildi, verinon
metre altinda dar bir tiinelde slirinerck
agikd, ancak bu defa karpmazda geldi-
gimiz harig G tonel aga bulunuvordu,
Ben iyice baglamgken
Ali Bey'in “Hadi gel gurayt deneyelim.”
dedigini duydum, ivi de bunun bir
dﬁﬂﬂdx&uh.qhﬂ&mﬁgmﬁ
bilmemiz gerckmez mi dive dilginerek
girdifimiz tine] sfrma tag dizdim. Yine
dar bir tinele girmigtik, yaklapk clli
metre kadar sirlinerck devam ettik,
sonra tekrar bir odaya glmk By odada
ise karpmizda O veni tiinel ging daha
vardy, vani olasbiklar stirckli artrvor ve

yaklagk on metre altinda taghgmg kum  yer,

igine oyulmug dar tiincllerde ilerlerken
kendimi ok savunmasix hisscttim. Bo
hislerimi beraber cldugum Al Yamag ile
paviagtim, bana teknik olarak magarann
ashinds ne kndar da saglam oldugunu
tzah ctti ve yola devam ettik

Genigge oda sola doru umyoedu, artik
igerisi zifiri karanhk idi ve vpldarnme
olmadan bir aden dahi stamaz durumda
kadar ilerledikten sonra dar bir tinel
bizi karpiladh ve dizlerimizin @stiinde
flerlemeve devam cttik, bu gekilde birax
ilerledikten sonra learpmuza bir kilit tap
ilets, tag tiimelin tam ortasmda ve gegigh
engellevecck gekilde duruyordu. Igim-

den oh be buradan dénifivorue diverck  dip odaya

kendimi tesclli cderken All Bey'in bir
anda tagin Gstindeld ufack bogluktan
kendini karg tarafa sty giedlim. Igim
danalryordu, geri dénmek istivordum
ama onu da yapacak cesarctim yoktu,
Ali Bey ilerlerken yalruz kalmaktan da
korlemaya bagladim ve carcsizoe daracik

mﬁmmmm
inmiy tox o kadar safts ki Gzerinden

sanki yilenoe vildir hichir oy gegmemis
gibivdi, tck bir hayvan, insan izi ya da

Yinc bir tiinc] scgtik ve yine vaklagk cll
metre sikrlindp vine bir odaya gk, Bu
curum biyle tekrar tekorar doam et Ban
tincller kapali oMugu icin geri doadp
diger tiinclleri denivorduk ama o kadar

wve sonunda tilm tinclleri kapah olan bir
kadar
kﬂhﬂlﬂkhhhbﬂgﬁkh
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Koramaz Valley of Kayseri, Turkey Rock-Cut Architecture
and Underground Cities

AN Yamag

OBRLUK Cave Research Group, Iviawbal, Tarkey

Abstract: Without o single architectural feature of archasological finding regarding the period
wlen it was excavated, it is very difficult to date a rock dwelled stnecture beosuse these snictures
havi slways been used throughout hissory by being changed and some of thein are still being used
aven inday, This problem, which is even applicable to only one structure, becomes much more
significam if you work in a valbey, containing hundreds of tock structunes. Kuysern (Cacsinea,
Muzaca) wos the capital of ancient Cappadocia during the Roman and Bysndine era. Soft volcanic
rechs, cansed by o million-year voleanic sctivity which continued up to hissorical periods in the
region. are observed in all over Kayseri Province jusa as the other areas within Cappadocia as
well as the numerous structares, excavated in those voleande roeks. Within the seope of 4 fix-
year work; Kaysen Underground Structures Inventory Project, preyiously unpblished numermis
underground cities, chwrehes, dovecotos, even rock dwelled villages were exploned. As the maost
imipornant part of ths study, in Koramaz Valley, 16 km i leneih and incorperating seven different
villages therein, 476 rock-cub structures were explored and surveyed up to now. Aldhough st
of them are howses and bama, there are also 42 rock-cut churches, 1 underground sheliers nnd
tents of dovedoles and'or colunbariums. We also observed that many structures, likely 1o be
Roman reck-cut tombs. due to teeir architecture and kline-style designs, umed bvo storages in
rime. Likewise, some structures, considered to e Romen columbariums, tumed into dioveooles.
Although the only structures, periods of which were exactly detenmised, aré the churches, dated
Between the 7 and L% cemuries, some of the rock-hewn settlements in Koramaz Valley may be
excavaied much earlier as 2 pain of rock-cut madition for thowsands of vears.

Keywords: Kaysen, Koramaz Valley, rock-cut chureh, <fiff dwellings.

Introduction ot from the groaud by aighe. Those cequoimiied with
the cotmny oolfect wood with cantion; b theee 5 a

Siuated i the Central Anatolian Voleanie Province damiigeer fo otlers, and particularly be cattle, whieh full

(CAVP) i the middle of Anatollan Ploteau in Torkey. ety phwse Ridden pits of fire " {Jones 1929, 12 2.7).

Kayser and its vicinity had o remendous volcanic activity,
which had started approsimately 1] million vearsagoand.  But o Late Holoeene voleanic eruption from Ercives
continued until the Early Holocene {ca. 10.000-8 000 ago)  Mountain has ever been evidenced {Avdar ef al 2000,
fAvdor of ad. 2012, 83971 As o result of o radiometnic.  565-576).
e determination carmied out recemtly, 11 15 understood
that the activity of the maim calders of Ercives Mountzin ~ These continuous enmpiions bave piled pyroclastic rocks
continged until 150,000 1o 200,000 years ago and after  with an enormous thickeess on e surface. Both the
this- peried, the caldern blocked (Al Sen of af 2004,  clevations on the north and wide plateaw on the south of
B1-08). Bit cosmogenic dating show that sever] smallér  Kayseri are completely covered by thise volesnic rock
lava flows occarmed from monogenetic vents during Early deposits. The number of pyroclastle deposits shows
Heloceéne. O the other hand. & paragraph about Erciyes in significant differences regwasally and i known 1o reach a
“Geographica”, written by Strobo in the bat century AD.  thickness of 400 m in the norh of Kaysern (Sen of al. 2003,
was- interpreted by some scholars & the mouniain wos.  225-246.)
sctive in this period as well
When the volcanic rocks covering the entire aren was firsy
“At a fittle distarce further there are burning plains,  staned to be dug and when the inkabitants started to use
and pes fall of e o oan event of mony stadia, so thar the underngrouwnd as their dwellings sre wnkmown. Possibly,
the secessanes of ife are browghs frow o distance. .. this easy to carve sofl rock las been dug by local people
In some pards the bottown & srerslty, and femtes burst o cemturies; and a civilization dwelling in rock-cut sites
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Al Yomag

wis establishid in the regaon that is known as Cappadocia
today. The continuous usage of the rock-hewn structures
for thousands of vears has made such an archasological
exploration impossible. The earliest dated rock-hewn
structures  encountered in  Cappadocin  ane  probably
Hellenistic rock-cut tombs in Nevgehir/ Mankby (Lamesa
2007, Ousterhout 2007) wnd Roman rock-cut tombs
located in the south of Kayseri, especially the vicinity
of Aysepinar and Yenikdy |Durukan 2012). On the other
hand, numerous other Roman rock-cut tombs close to
the settlements have been chunged in time i sedordance
with different purposes. From the Roman to Byzantine
empires, the vanety of the underground and rock-eut
structures in this region was incredible. The structures
carvid in rocks in the aren s nof limited just with the
hionses, barns, dovecotes, tombs, and churches. There are
also monnsteries, aqueducts, cistems, und even apaories
dwelled in rocks and these rock-cut structures observed
i different pars of Kayseri have been continuously wsed
until toskay (Gilli and Yamag 2007

The different natural formations of Cappadocia and
numrous rock-dwelbed structures dug in these formations,
eapecially the rock-cut Byzantine churches, have drawn the
antention of western travellers starting fiom approximately
300 years ago and have been subject 1o various research
and sciemific stusdies. These works and studies sianed for
the frescoes in aumerous rock-cut churches found in the
area, have expanded 1o other rock-cut structures. Today,
from the undenground shelrers (o the hydroulic structures
and from the dovecotes even to the rock-cut apanries of the
areq, thene are hundreds of different scholarly works and
studies {for a comprehensive bikliograply see (Hild and
Resthe 1981, Custerhout 2017)).

Though the area where all these works and stodies are
being carried our s named as Cappadocia, nesrly all of
these works are being carmied only in Mevsehir - Urgip -
Gowerse triangle and this ares i a very small part of the
ancient Cappadocia.

Cappadocia was a province of both the Roman and the
Byzantine empires. In AD 3T1 it was the largest province
of the Roman Empire with & 1otal grea of 300000 ko® and
s caplital wis Kayseri (Michell 2018, Ramsay 1890}
Kaysen was numed “Mozaca™ from the Hattians 1o Strabo
and it was changed as “Caessres” in the honor of Cassar
Augustis in AD 14 and during the 3rd century AL, it was
the largest city of Central Anatolis with o population of
40,000 | Baydar 1970,

Despite being the capiml of Cappadocia during ancient
times, mo compeehensive scientific msearch has been
cartied out until now interms of the rock-cut architecture
i Kayseri. To fill this gap we, a8 OBRUK Cave Research
Growg, have staned to work for the “Kayseri Underground
Structures Inventory Project” in January 2014 This project.
carried out based on a triple protocol with Foundation for
the Proection wd Promotion of the Envirenment aisd
Culral Heritage (CEKULY and Kayseri Metropolitan

ki

Mundcipality, includes the research, survey, mapping. and
docamentation of all the underground structures in this
provinee.

Ongoing for sbout six yesrs, “Kaysen Underground
Structures Inventory Project”™, hos a distinctive place not
onby is Turkiey s but ome of the workd s greatest underground
structures resedrch projects with 33 wnderground cities, six
cliff dwelled villages. 46 rock churches, two underground
aquedects and 10 Assyrian tin mines surveved and
vventoried until pow. Given the fact that only one ol
ther cliff dwelled vilkages has |34 different structures, ihe
magnitsle of the work should be better understood. This
project lus become very significant curremly, mainly due
tor the findings in Koramaz Valley.

During our years of work in this valley, we worked with
16 researchers from five differemt countries, although
conventional  measurement techniques were used in
gemeral due o the narrowness of many buildings and the
difficulty of working conditions, some impomun structures
were drawn in 3D with a laser scanner.

When we stanted the Koremar Valley nock-cut structures
surviey, which spread over 4 long time and realized with
greal effons, we mainly had three goals, these were:

I. To wgently inventory all these rock-cul stmeciunes,
which ure continuously destroved every day,

2 we succeed, to include the Koramaz Valley to
UMESCO World Heritage List,

3. To prepare a compeebensive conservation plan and
restorathen projecis.

We are happy to be able to achieve our first and second
goals after years ol work. We are also aware of how difficuls
tos sehieve our third gool is. On the other hund, 25 & group
that never encourages mass tourism, we will definitely be
mvalved duning the preparation of the conservation plams
of Koramax Valley,

1. General Description of Koramaz Valley

There is an elevation difference of 700 — 800 m between
the plain where Kayseri is locatid, and mouniains located
30 ko gast of this plain and each coeek fowing down these
hills has fomved i valley by eroding the soft pyroclastic
rocks Om the eastof Kayseri, there are six different valbews
erodded by these streums flowing down o the valley from
ther high hills and there are structures carved on the walls
of these valleys by the inhabitants dwelling in the area. The
lomgest of these six valleys is Koramaz Valtey (Figure 7.1
In this |6 km long volley, there @re m total seven different
villages. From easi go west, these are Biyik Boninghe
Uskibi, Kigik Baringie, Amas, Dimime, Vekse, and
Ispedin. Both the interior and sumounding of these seven
villages located an the slopes of Koramaz Valley are full
of structures carved in rocks. Though it is very hard fo date
these ek structures. due to their continuous usape, the
experts have dated some of these rock-cut churches on the
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Koramuz Villey of Kavseri, Turkev Reck-cul Architectiore and Underground Cilies

Fipure 7.1 Locstion map showing Kaysor and Keramne Valley. Fipure created by the suthor. after Ceoozle Maps amd Gaonple Furth,

valley 1o the 10 and 11 centuries {Karakoys 2004, 20031
Chny the other hand, it is & genenally sccepied issumption
that the underground cities on Koramar Valley kave been
dug bepween the 7, and 100 centurias by the Christinns
living in the region as a protection amminst the Arab raids
(Cooper aivd Decker 20012, Hild and Restle 1981} Beyond
all these, though rock-cul stnsctures havie changed in
i e 1o different usages, by wking inly consideration
the emrance carvimgss and inferior architectune, the first
purpose of construction of somke structures near Afimins
can be Bomien rock-cit tembs {Gilli 200 Tap To sewm up, it
is possible to say that the background of all these structures
carved in rocks on Koramsay Valley dates hack to-an least
2 id yiears agir and probably toeven older times,

lus bl 4 76 diflerent rock-Cut structures kave been explored
and surveyed in Koramae Valley amd there are 42 rock-ca
churches and |1 underground cities emong these sticiunes,
Thoogh most of the other nock-cit structures airveyed were
houses, dovecotes, and bums, i is considered thot w lest
18 of them have been dug as the Roman rock-cut tombs
w16 of the structures hive boen dug o8 o Colibunriion
(Gilli 201 Ta, Gilli and Yamag 2007, Yaxk 2019

T

Soft pyrochastic rocks eroded with streams formed various
villevs abl sround Cappadocia and almost all of those
vallews hove mock-cit simectures. Longest of them all,
Thlara Valloy, which s 12 ke has 23 sock-cut Byzanting
churches, some having sirikingly beautiful frescoes. Zelve
Valley, which is wctually two differem valleys imersecting
eich other and forming a triangle, has s rock-cul village
with 4 churches, o mosque, and a sl of 27 rock-cur
structures. People lived in those rock-cut loweses until the
1950w the villape sbandoned due 10 rock collapses.
Several other snall valteys around Goreme, eg. Zemi,
Oitwvercinlik. Kiliglar, Meskendiv were mainky wsed for
agriculiursl purposes during the Byzantine era {Burri and
Petiva 2003, Castellund 2002, Gilli 200 Th, Gilli and Yamay
2015). So, alithough some of them have few rock-cut
churches, their main rock-cut structures: are underground
irrigation food control aqueducts and dovecotes (Gilli and
Yamag 200 5,

I wee compare Koramaz Valley with the other vallays of
Cappadocia, the moa noticeable difference is the simount
mnid variety of fock-oul structures of this valley. First of oll,
with a total number of 476, it has more than the sum of all
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the rock-cut structures i all other valleys
Secondly, there is no-other waltey wit

f Cappadocii

n the whole

Cappodocis with such & variety of rock-cul structheres. Here
in Kommaz, we can find not only howses, bams, dovec

05,
or churches but also monastenies, columbariums, and even
Roomen tomiba. And fimally, it's the only valley in the region
that people still live in or aroumd. Apart from the rock-cut
struciures and chiff setthement
Koramaz Valley sre full of
dated back to 13, and 14, centuries. Rocently accepted to
0 World Herat
for the restoration and protection of varions struciuses in
the valley had already begun

5 in the valley, te villages of

niuries-old buildings, some

: Site temttive kst new projects

All these rock-cut structures in Koramaz Valley can be

exgmined vilkage by village from east fo wiest

L1 Biyitk Biiritngiiz Villinge

Biyitk BorGngie Village is bocated 30 km eass of Kayseri,
al the beginning of Ko 3
of Ivriz Mountain with & height of LESE m. has always
been the 1

with thie €

az Walley and on the slopes

st settlen

it of the walley. In acdondance
man registrations for the year 1500, all 99
houses were Clinstions, whereas in 1520, 92 houses were
Christians, and 10 hooses were Muslims (Inbasi 1993
Differently from the other sisn senlements in Kommaz

Walley, there is no clifl settlemient around Biyok Birlingie.

Asd it @5 also observed in Afenas Village in the smime
willey, all underground defense stnuctures are beneath
the houses and extend beneath the entire setthement Llike

a cobweb (Figure 7.2) At the end of our explorations.

@&
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ol cities have connected at
it of 1273 m, Boyik
Biringis Underground City became not only the hoengest
underground city of Koramaz Valley but alsoe of Kayseri
hier record with i

two  differem  unde

a point and with a wogal

Provvince. 1t has an 27 millstone doors

(Yamar 2019, 65-Ta ) As several imnels are blocked, this

underground city, which extends beneath the entive villoge

will possibly be musch longer,
1.2 Subast (Uskiibil} Vitlage

The previous name of Subag Village in Koramaz Valbey,
bocated 4 ki norih of Biyilk BirGngie Village, was
Uskib@ and earlier it was Skopi. Though there is no old
building smoag the contemporary strschures of the village,

i gocordance with the 16, cenury Oitoinan registrtions

(Inbage 1993}, this small and entirely Chnistian villuge
wis probobly settled ar is corrent location: in the
Ottoman  period ws well. Subasi Undeng

i deserted plain, is diffecent from all other wader

citbes in Koramaz Valley both in terms of its location and
architeciure. The struchure s locsted spproximasely 2
km sowtheast of Subas Village on a deserted plain rising
towards Sivei Mouniam, This underground city, dug in a
brokenly volcanic wiT and appearing as a small hill on
the ground, has two enirances ome of which has opemed
due o a collapse. One of the entrances of the stnucture 18

on the torth wall of an imedergroumd structune codsisting

of a roughly dug in chamber and two side rooms

connected 1o the main chamber. The only millstone door
of Subag Underground City is atf the other entrance on the

Fipure 7.1, Baivirk Baranpgiiz Undergroasd Cityv. Phetogroph by ACE. Keskin.
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o SUBASI ROCK-CUT COMPLEX & CHURCH
. 3 Subag. Melkgar, Kayser
, SR T e Ali Yamag (Ock 2017)
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noritivwest of the south womel, This undergrounad shebier
with a low ceiling el intertwined rosms completely has
the 'qualifications of @ labyrml

There is 4 huge rock-cut structure complex, located 200
m erthwest of Subas Vilkage dug on & recky slope, with
& church as well. In this strueire comples, excavated
o2 sieep wall there are 1l different structures of all
simes. Soime whe contected wit tunnels and ihis complex,
comsistng of some small chambers and & chamber in the
siwe of 100 m® ad o Kitchen with oven and chimney, is
misl poasibly & mongstery with s church,  courtyard,
Kitchen, dining hall, living spaces, wnd ceremonial
chamber { Figare 7.3).

The church in this complex i3 8 vross plannad strocture
with un epproximately rectanguler planned narthes in oo
and can be dated 1o the 10P-11® cenluries by aking into
coisideration the similar examples i Goreme (Ramkays
2004 It is-one of the two largest rock-eut churches in
Kommaz Valley twogether with Velise Nu. | (Figure 7.4}
Oy ther partially destroyed south wall of the narthex, which
has a harrel-vault ceiling, there b5 an wrcosolinm

I3 Kigiak Biiriingiiz Village

Kibpitk Blningiks is the third villape in Koramae Valley
after Subag Village and is just 1 kmaway from Sub
e with 15300 dwted  D0aman

ga had 12 houses, all of which igune TA. Church sf Subas rock-cut comples. Photograph
ware Christans, snd b 1520, the number of houses by AE. Keskin,

Village.. In  acoo

strations, this vill

il
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mereased 1o 22 (Inbagi 1993 ), And i the 1831 population
census, all 34 bouses in the village had become Muslims
as o resuli of the immigration or religlous Convars n
(Cmers 2008 ), The small wall settlements groa; bocated
400 m west of Kigllk Birdnglz Village on the rocky
shopes of Koramaz Valley and extending on a line with a
el of 200 m in totul i the nonl-south axle. consists
of eight independent structunes in 1ol In two of thise
structures, most of which are dwelling or feadlot, thers
arg small defense sheliers reached by wnnels. This rock
semlement in Khyilk Boringdz has been destroyved much
more when compared with the similar in- Agornas and
Dimitre. Though one of the ressons for this destroction
s the illicit excavations observed in the region, the
collapses wnd erosions i the region bre much more
thon abl setfements of Koramaz Valley. The intensity of
the collapses even muakes it impossible o estimane the
purpase of the construction of cenain structures in this
rock-cut settlomemt.

L4, Agarnas Villige

Agmss Village has locsted 4 ki north of Bogik Baningike
Village and o the slopes of Korsmas Yatley. In secordance
with the popielation and tax rmeonds of the Oinoman Enipare,
there were 53 Christian and 3 Mustim families in 5000 In
15200, this changed as 72 Chrstian s 2 Muslim fimiles
{Iinbage 1993} Theoldest houses of the village ape on the firs:
twds limes focing Koramaz Valley and the house of Mimar
Sinan {*“Sinen the Architect”), who was bom here in 1489,
s wlse amony these houses, Bendutlh all these ol howses,
thvere is an undengroamnd defence struchine conpecing 1o each
cther with funmels. As we huve seen a similar ope 0 Bayik
Binngiz Villege, this uedergrouwnd shefler, extending
beneuth tee entire village ke o cobaeb, dominues thiough
e enine e ighbourbood by expanding vo owo diffesent Boors
beesth the Bouse of Mimar Sina wwd etends beneath all
surmotaiing hooses, Mimias Sinan Underground City spreads
b & mal pred of LES0 m? in pwo-storeys (Figue 7.5

MIMAR SINAN UNDERGROUMND CITY
Eurvey £ Tok E Gl C Cankmb, & Yameo (Fob. 206)

Figure 7.5, Plan of Mimar Sinan Underground City in Agrnas YVillage, Figure created by E. Tok, E. Gilli,

C. Cankorli & A. Yamiag,
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As some of the interconnections hove been cancelled,
cumently, we see fouwr different underground structures
beneath the house of Mimar Sian, but it s obvious that they
were s single structioe. The existence of four millswee
doors; ihree of them in sifn, makes o obvious that the
structiene was buill for protective purposes. | Yamag and Tok
2005, 37-46)

Another undergrowsd city in the village, bocated 300 m
south of the centre, is on a rocky slope on the east of
Kommuoz Valley. The main entrance of this structure,
which i curently open io fourists, is protecied with a
millstome dossr, A fier the first room in the entrance, there is
& small church (Figure 7.6). After the church there is a larpe
chamber, with a length of 24 m and a widih of 4 m. which
has quite impressive workmanship. Another entrance on
the northeast of the chumiber has been cancelled b the
millssone door protecting the entrance still exists

On the other hand, locared approximately 500 m west
of Afunas, there is an enomous rock dwelled village
on the walls of Koramaz Valley (Figure 7.7} Tho
the similar of this rock dwelled villuge, extending 1o
three different walls at the southwes: of Adimas Village
where Kommaz Valley is forked, can be seen i different
places in Coppadocin, these cliff settlements in Afimas

Figure 7.6, Church of Afrans Underground Shelter.
Phstapraph by B Stronh.
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Kaormmaz Valley is quite different in many sspects from
all other similar examples.

The first and most important difference is the size
of Afmmas CLHT Setibeme Here, in toinl 154 rock
dwelled structures have been explored and surveyed on
three different walls of the valley. Though most of these

structires are howses, storkge units, barns or dovecotes,
there are 5 churches und in sddition w the ones in the
village, there are 4 more wsdergrownd shelters By
taking into consideration the churches und underground
shehers in these setthements, it is easy 1o date the roek-cut
architecture in this regeon between the 7. and 1. centuries
{Lamesa 2011 j; however, some of structures in this region
wre quite evidently the Roman rock-cut wmbs (Gilli and
Yamage 2017). Likewise, at bast siv of the dovecoles
n those chff settlements are Roman columbarnoms
(Figure 78] Therefore. we cam say that ihese rock
strisctures in Afimas date o st least 2000 yeors ago
(Gl 2007, Gilli and Yamag 2017, Yazhk 2009)

1.5, Dimitre Village

4 km pfier Afunas, Koramaz Valley reaches Dimitre
Village. Differently from wll other six villages in the
valley, in sccordance with Oiioman registrations from
the beginning of the 16 century, the entire village was
Muslims. In the registrations, in 1500, 37 houses, and
n 1320, 48 houses were recorded in the village | Inbagi
1993). The Greek name of this village, documented 1o
be entirely Muslims for 300 years with the Oroman
registrations; proves that the history of this village is much
older then the §5300s. Moreover, the “millstone dsors”,
still existing in some wnnels, shows that these structunes
ware constructed for defence snd as it s observed all
over Cappadocia, these underground shelters were dug
by the Christions to defend themselves against the Arab
raids staried in the T century

Old Dimitre Village is not located on the mainline of
Kornmaz Valley, but on the north slopes of a branch
extending to the east (Figure 7.9). This region 15 the
deepost point on the entire route of Koernmaz Valley; here,
in Dimitre branch, the depth of the valley reaches 80 m,
The rock-cut structures on the walls of this basch e
more than the reck-cut structures around Afwrnas. The
muost important reason i that, differently fr Adurmnas,
the residenis of Dimitre Village continued io live in
these pock-cul structures until recently. When the village
becams uninhabitable due o the collapses, in 1966, it has
muowvied 1o the plain on the valley, o its curment sentbemien
(i ez 0K |

The rock-cul seitlements of Dimitre have changed much
muore due to s inhabitation und ussge until such 8 recent
date. The original underground stroctuses have changed
over and over sgain, snd houses hove been constructed on
fop of them. During the relocation of the village in 1966,
thie householders remsoved the rocks of the houses and used
thedn in the construction of the mew houses. As o resell of

I3 fres o vew
okl hing oo
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Figure 7.7. Keramaz Valley develops sowth of Afirnas Village, with another small Brunch towards ihe nerthe Al these three
muck walls of the valley are full of reck-cat dwellings. Fipure created by the auther. after Goople Maps and Goeple Earthe

Fipure 7.8 & columbarinm in Keramaz YValley mear o
Agunas Village. Phatograph by B Strauh.

the reinoval of the rock bouses constructed. the old rock-
cut structures beneath have come w light

During this study, m Old Dimitre Villags, intotal 229 roek-
cut seitlerments have been explored and surveyed. Among
these structures, most of which are dwelling, feedlon, and
dovevste, there are also seven small mock-cut churches
(Figure 700} and eight underground shebters. When ull
these numbers are aking into consideration, it is apparent

B4

that Od Dimmitre Villege is the biggest elifl setlement of
Turkey researchid until now.

These 229 structures scattered for S0 m &re more intense in
the morthwest and southeast parts of the wll; however, they
bevome rare in the middle parts. Architectierally, churches
ure quite similar; all of tem are with o lengih of &7 m and
have horseshoe apse, Eight different wisderprownd shelters,
bocated in the olifl settlements and scattered to almost all
pans, have also been exploged. The millsione doors and

or operation reoms in the tmnels and the sheliers explosed
age miuch smaller than the underground cities in Bovik
Bibriingds or Afirmas villages. Most of the shelters have
ope of al most two rooms, And the longest underground
shelier explored is a three-rosm strecture with & ummel
of 535 m i wial, located on the southeast of the cliff
seftlensent. Another resson why the defence shelters
the cliff setttements in Old Dimitre Village are less and
sntaller companed to the other villages is that the residents
of this village lived in these dwellings until recendly and
probably, constantly changed snd sdapied these structures
according 1o their peeds. The top of this valley wall, where
these clifl settlements sre located, is 4 Aaf rocky plutean
and on this upper platedu, there are tens of rock-cul graves
carvid in the rocks on the growsd. Probably, the number of
these groves belonging to the Romen or Hyzantine periods
s much more than the ones encountered in different pans
of Koramaz Valkey,
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Figure 7.9, West cormer of Dimitre ¥Villape clifl scttlement. Photegraph by B. Lanpferd.

Figure .10 A smull Byrantine chwrch in Dimitre Village.
Photepraph by [L Albay.

L

L Vehkw Village

The nexi stop after Dimitre in Koramar Valley is Vekse
Village which is 2.5 km far. This settlement, located
s of Kormmar Valley, s known o be
centuries old. The opposite slopes of the valley consist of

on the south sko

red-colownsd voleanic rocks reachmg 1o g height of 200m
from place to place and extending like a wall from one end
fi the other

Structurally, Vekse is very similor w0 Agamaos. On ane
side of the valley, there is the current village amd on
the other side, there gree the rock-cul structures. Though
unader pormal conditions the rock-cul structures on the
walls of the valley are expected to be older than the
village iself, in Vekse, jusi like in Afemas, there are
underground defence structures and rock-cw churches
both in the village and onthe walls of the valley. And
this shows the just like the residems in A
residents in Viekse continued 1o live on both sides of
Kormmar Valley. Iif
there are not many o
Kormmar Valley extending in front of Vekse, The number

miss, the

Iy froom Afurmas und Dimitre,
k-cut settlememts on the walls of

of rock-cul structures deermined on the north and south
walls is just 12 in totn] aod five of these structures
are churches. Probably, all other rock-cut structures
Apar

ther four churches have

wre wnder the new howses of the current villa
from Wekse Churcl Moo 1, all
approximately 6 m axle, horseshoe apse plans and wre
similer snrall structures. Vekse Church Moo L, located

approximately 400 m southeast of Vekse on 8 rocky
hill, is the largest of 42 rock-cut churches explored and




VEKSE CHURCH NO 1
Vekse, Melikgazi, Kayseri

Al Yamag, Ekalerina lanovskaya {Dec. 2017}

o'mag

Figuire T.1

surveyed mn Koramaz Valley und has g guite different
=

architecture {Figare 7.11, Figure . The siructure b5

entered fFrom a deor opened o the nomle In the lowes
parts of the west and- east walls, there are semicirculng

mbches. Nave of te chwrch s a8 By s

im-square” style. [n the apse free-sianding
sl mhoer that was made from reck protrusion. The
dome supponed with annulsr voults and shorn remplons
of the upse. Dome pillas carved o the main ek e
ilar and Tintel ervbellishments. The

double transept, eapecied 10 be in o church with such 8

decorated with trimy

plan, just exisas inthe souih, and in this wansept, therse

 another side-apse. Probobly, sinee the rock block on
the north part is not thar thick, the other wansepr has

ot been dug. (e frescoe preserved fragmentarily on

the east wall between agiey and two human fig

cul b seen

LT Pxpdten Village

This villa cated on the west end of Bomnaz Valley, is

the ast village of the valley, Unlike all other villages in the

walley, lspidan is locsed on the nonh slope of the valley

Avecording

wehich is hess curved, rather than tve soal slops

the Otoman registrations, in L5300 populmion census,

there were 19 hou n podak aisd |5 of tiese Towses were

Christigns. In the 1520 populntion census, the number of

lonses incredsed w 35 zind the number of Christion hoises
23 (Inbaga 1903}

Wi

I il wilbuge, theve are 14 different rock-cut churches

on both walks maz Walbey. All these churches are

B

. Plan ol Vekse Clhorch No. 1. Fipure éreated by AL Yamag & E, lmosskavo,

Fipure T2 Vikse Church Mool view from the apse towards
the mave, Photograph by R. Stramb.
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ISPIDIN CHURCH NO 1
Ispidin, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Ali Yamag (Dec. 2017)

oo im 4,,

Figure 7.13. Plan of Ispidm Chaerch-No. 1. Figore created by the suthar.,

seattered 1o different poims of the valley and the fack of
dwellings apart from 34 small rock-cut strictures on the
sumiz recky slope is a8 interesting as ihe excessive number
of churches i such 4 small villepe. As we have observed
in Viekse: it is probable that all old rock dwelled or
undergrouncd sireeiures i tepielin s be wnder the modem
houses of the village. On the othor hand. even ifwe assume
ot in g village with 19 hooses in fotal in 1300, it is had
10 explain fhe existence of 14 different rock-cut churches
qqlﬂ:mtd}ljﬂﬂ}!m:m All thesa 14 churches. we
approximately in similar sizes and are small structures
wmﬁemﬂnlﬂghnﬁhdfwmdyﬁ—fmﬁpm
from one church, all other churchis lsve homeshoe plan
apsg, In three churches, there B 2 windowed tengplon
carved tocthe mupin rock between the apse and nave. lsprdin
Church No. 1. o snull rock-cut church, located on the
rocky ridge mext to the bridpe that crosses fhe Konmas
Yallew in the southwest of the villume, was the only densely
freseoed church we have coms scross in Kayseri, We say
“ii was” because the Intense destruction by illicit divrors
that we have observed in this chureh only in the last vear is
incredible. Most of the freseoes dated 1% o 13% centuries
Ere oW unrecognizable: The church srchitectuse fsa cross
flast ind there is 4 sl mlu:mltemﬂh.lfﬂgu‘e? 11,
Figture 7.14) (Karskuya 2013, Steaub of al. 2019),

i

1. Conclusions

AsOBRUK Cave Research Group, we have been carrying
out wrtificial cavity research und mventory projects mosix
different provinces of Turkey for years, All these wirks,
bt especially with the intensy concentration of rock-cut
struetures in seven  different villages. Koramaz Valley
is fmportast because it shows that 8 rock-cut dwelling
Ilrﬂndamhmwdmmmdmmmﬁrmm
o even millenni

Supporting & comprebiotsve databise o be created in
the future with archacolgical research carried out within
the bownds of possibility will énablbe us (o evaluste these
struetures, which have only been exomined in terms of
suck-cul churches, from s different perspective.

-l:hnnw:uﬂtr We've been working together
for miore than seven vears and during this period
SKayseri Undergroind Stuetures Invemory Project”
resched an unbelievable level: It would be impossible
without his dedicated sttitude and extraoedinury efony,
So. it is a pleagure fo express our sincere gratitede 1o
Prof Osman Crsoy, Kayseri Coordinuor of CEKOL
Foundation.
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Figure T.14. Ispadlan Church Mol view from the mave tewards the apse. Photograph by B, Straub.
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Rock-cut Byzantine churches of Koramaz Valley
(Kayseri, Turkey)

Le chiese rupestri bizantine della Valle di Koramaz (Kayseri,
Turchia)

Al Yamag’

Abstract

Diespite being the capital of Cappadocia during the Roman and Byzaniine era, no comprehensive scientific research has
been carried out untll now in ferms of the rock-cut arch#ecturs in Kaysen (Cassarea, Mazaca). To fill this deficiency we, as
OBRUK Cave Research Group, have slarbed io work for the “Kaysen Undenground Structures Inveniory Project” in January
2014 This project, carried out based on a triple protocol with Foundation for the Protection and Promotion of the Environ-
ment and Cultural Heritegs (CEKDL) and Kayseri Metropolitan Municipaiity. includes the research, survey, mapping, and
documentation of &ll the underground structures located in Kayseri termilony. This project, covering the enfire province and
ongoing for six years, has becoms wery significant and important currently, which was not expected in the beginning, with
45 Byzantine rock-cut churches, 33 underground shelters, 3 underground aqueducts, 10 A=synan tin mines and 2 cifi-
dweling villages with 476 differani rock-cut dwelling structures n total, explored, researched and imventoried for the first
time by DERUK Team. The most valuable part of this projact camed out in vanous sreas in Kayeer is Koramaz Valey.

Four of these newly found Byzantine rock-cul churches are located in different aseas of Kayser and &l the remaining 42
churches are locaied in Koramaz Valley. In this valley, there ane seven different villages and both the mterior and surround-
ing of all these villages are full of rock-dwelled structures. Though most of thess strechures are houses, warshouses, barns,
and dovecotes, there are also several rock-cut churches. Though a part of these previously unexplored churches of the
valley are emall and without fresco, thers are frescoes on the walis of fzw churches and some of the churches researched
are as large as the similar examples in Cappadocia. On the other hand, another rock-ci structure complax located in the
valley is 8 monastery. In thes aricle, these newly explored 42 Byzantine rock-cut churches of Koramaz Valley are explained.

Keywords: Kaysen. Komamaz Valley, Cappadocia. Byzanfine rock-cul church.

Riassunio

Benché lNodierna Kayser {in antico Cassarea, Mazaca) sia stela la capitale della Cappadoda dwante 'epoca Romana
& Bizantina, sulla sua architetiura rupesire, sino ad ora, non & stala condolts nessuna ricerca scientfica esaurents. Per
coimare questa carenza, il Gruppo & Ricerca Speleciogica OBRUK di istanbul, da gennaso 2014, ha iniziato ad opera-
re: nell ambito ded “Kayser Undenground Struchures Inventory Project™. Quesio progefio, condotto sulla base di un tniplo
protocoiio con la “Foundaion for the Prolection and Promotion of the Envirenment and Cultural Heritage (GEXDL) & con
Famministrazions della Citta di Kayseri, si occupa della ricerca, mappatura & documentazions di tufle le strutiure sotterra-
nee inchese ned suo temitonio. || progstio, della durata di s=i anni, & diveniato particolarmente signaficativo, iravalicando le
aspettative inziali, con Nesplorazone @ |3 catalogamone, per 1 pima volts da pare del fsam DBRUK, di un insospsattato
numens di cavitd antropogeniche, tra cui 46 chiese rupestn bizantine, 33 rfugi sotterranai, 3 acquedoth ipogei, 10 miniere
di stagno assire e due vilaggi "a parste” costifudll da 470 different] ambient.

Le ricerche pil importanti sono state condotie nella valle di Koramaz, dove., su uno sviluppo di sedici chilomedr, sono pre-
senli sefte villaggi, sotto e athomno ai qual sono localzzate mnumerevoll strubture nupestn. Banché nefla maggior parle dei
casi si tratti di unita sbitative, magarzind, fienili e picsionais, sono anche presentl parecchie chiese rupeshn, in precedenzs
del tutle sconoeciute. Uina parte, che polrebbe essere definita di “tipo familiare”, nsulta di modeste dimensioni & priva
di affreschi; altre sona imwecse decosate da cick pition di notevole pregio, anche se mofto rowvingt, ed hanno dimensioni
comparabili & quelle gia note nel resto della Cappadocia. Inodtre, uno dei complessi pid arikcolall localizzato nella valls
potrebbe comisponde a&d un ¥ero e propao insediamento monastico. In questo arficolo vengono documendtate aloune delle
guarantadue chisss rupestr presenti nelle formazioni recciose lungo |e valle di Koramaz, di cui soltanto due sono state in
passato oggetto di pubblicazoni.

Parcle chiave: Keysen, Valle di Koamaz, Cappadocia, chiess rupesin bizantine.

OPARUK Cove Hesearch Group, Istanbal {Turkey). aynmmeigmail com
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Rock-cut Byzantne churches of Koramaz Valley (Kaysen, Turkey)

Intreduction

Situated in the Central Anatohan Volcame Province
(CAVP), in the muddle of Anatolian Platean in Tur-
kev, Kavsen and its vicimty had a tremendous vol-
canie activity, which had started approximately 11
million years ago and continued until the Early Holo-
cene {ca. 10,000 — B 000 years ago) (Avdar ef al, 2012;
Innocent:, Mazzuol, Pasquare, Radicati [ Brozolo,
& Villan, 1975), has piled pymoclastic rocks with an
enormous thickness on the surface. Both the eleva-
tions an the north of Kaveern and wide plateau on
the south of Kavaen are completely covered by these
voleame rock deposits. The amount of pyroclastic de-
posits shows significant differences regionally and 12
known to reach a thickness of 400 m 1o the north of
Kayseri (Sen, Kirkgioglu, Aydar, Gourgaud, & Vin-
cent, 2003}

When the voleanic rocks covering the entire area were
first started to be dug and when the inhabitants start-
ed to use the underground as their dwellings are un-
known. The continuous usage of the rock-hewn strue-
tures for thousands of vears has made such an ar-
chaeological exploration impossible. The earlest dat-
ed rock-hewn structures encountered in Cappadona
are probably the Boman rock-cut tombs in Mevsehir
I Mamkiyv and south of Kayseri, especially Avgepinar
and Yenikiy (Durukan, 2012). From the Roman to
Byzantine empires, the variety of the underground
and rock-cut structures was incredible. The structures
carved in rocks in the area are not lirmted just to the
houses, barns, dovecotes, tombs, and churches. There
are also monasteries, aqueducts, cisterns, and even
apianes housed in the rocks and these rock-cut struc-
tures observed in different parts of Kavser area have
been continuously used ontil today {Gill: & Yamag, i
press).

The different natural formations of Cappadocta and
numersis rock-dwelling structures dug in these for-
mations, especially the rock-rut Byzantine churches,
have drawn the attention of numerous travelers start-
ing from approximately 300 vears ago and have been
subject to various researches and scientific studies.
These works and studies started for the frescoes
numersus rock-cut churches found in the area, have
expanded to other rock-cut structures. Today, from
the underground shelters to the hvdraulic structures
and from the dovecotes even to the rock-cut apianes
of the area, there are hundreds of different scholarly
works and studies. Though the volcamie area of over
20,000 sq km where surveyvs are being carmed out 15
named as Cappadocia, nearly all of these researches
were performed only in Nevgehir - Urgilip - Girems
trangle and this area 1s a very small part (ea. 5,500 sq
km) of the ancient Cappadocia.

Cappadonia was a provinee of both the Roman and
the Byvzantine empires. In AD 371 it was the largest
provinee of the Roman Empire with a total area of
50,000 gq km and its capital was Kaysenn (Mitchell,
2018 Rameay, 1590). Kaveeri was named “Mazaca”
from the Hattians to Strabo and 1t was changed as
“Caesarea” in the honor of Casear Augustus in AD 14.
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Fig. 1 — Location maps showing Kayser and Koramaz Walley
{afler Google Maps and Google Earth-slaboration A Yamag).

Fig. 1 — Mapps con s poszions of Faysen e deda Vals o Ko-
ramaz (da Google Maps e Google Earth-elaborazione A, ¥Ya-
mag).

During the 3 century AD, it was the largest oty of
Central Anatoha.

Despate being the capatal of Cappadocia dunng ancient
times, no comprehensmve scientific research has been
carried out until now in terms of the rock-cut architec-
ture in Kaysen. To All this deficiency we, as OBRURK
Cave Hesearch Group, have started to work for the
“Kayeer: Underground Structures Inventory Project”
in January 2014, This project, carried out based on a
triple protocol with Foundation for the Protection and
Promotion of the Environment and Cultural Heritage
(CERUL) and Kavseri Metropolitan Municipality, in-
cludes the research, survey, and documentation of all
the underground structures located in Kavseri. This
project, covering the entire province with an area of
17,500 gq km {of which about 6.000 sq km consists of
voleamic rocks), and ongoing for s1x years, has become
very significant currently, mamnly due to the findings
in Koramaz Valley.

General Description of Koramaz Valley

There 15 an elevation difference of 74 - 800 m be-
tween the plam where Kaysert is located and moun-
taing located 30 km east of this plsin; consequently,
each creek flowing down these slopes has formed its
valley by eroding the soft pyroclastic rocks. East of



Orera [poGea § - 26021

Kaysen: there arve six different valleys eroded by these
etreams flowing down from the high halls: in the rock
sides of these vallevs, there are structures carved by
the mmhahtants dwelling 10 the area for hundreds,
or even more for thousands of vears. The longest of
theee six vallevs 15 Koramaz Valley (fig. 1). In this 16
km long valley there are in total seven different vil-
lages. From west to east, these are Biyilk Biringiz,
Uakiibd (Subas), Kicik Biringiz, Afirnas, Dimitee,
Vekse, and lspdin. Both the interior and surround-
ings of these seven villages, located on the slopes of
Koramaz Valley, are full of structures carved into the
rocks, Though 1t 15 very hard to date these structures
due to their continuous usage, the experts have dated
some of the rock-cut churches in the valley to the 9th
and 11th centuries. On the other hand, it 15 a gener-
ally secepted assumpbion that the underground shel-
ters on Koramaz Valley have been dug between the
Tth and 10th centuries by the Christians living in the
region as a protection against the Arab rads,

Bevond all these, the experts examining the rock-
cut structures near Afirnas have stated that, though
these structures have changed over time due to differ-
ent usages, by taking into consideration the entrance
decoration and mterior architecture, at least 18 of the
cavities on the valley have been dug ss Roman rock-
cut chamber tombs and 16 as Columborium (Gull,
2017; Yazhk, 2019). To sum up, it is possible to say
that the background of all these structures carved n
rocks on Koramaz Valley dates back to at least 2,000
vears ago and probably to even older times (Yamac.
in preas), Recently accepted to UNESCO World Hert-
age Site tentative hist, new projects for the restoration
and protection of varous structures and churches in
Koramaz Vallev have already begun.

Rock-cut Churches of Koramaz Valley

There are 42 different rock-cut churches n and
around five villages of Koramaz Valley. Although
most of them ean be accepted as “Tamily-tvpe” small
churches without any crnaments, which was a tradi-

1 w

tion in the Byvzantine Empire during this period. few
others are large and having frescoes. Only two of these
42 churches had been pubhished previously.

List of rock-eut churches according to the villages of
Koramaz Vallev 1s below:

VILLAGE ND. OF CHURCHES
Biivuk Blringiz -

Subas 1 {monastery)
Kugiuk Biirtingiiz -

Afnrnas 15

Dhmitre 7

Vekse 5

[epadin 14

TOTAL 42

Considering that seme of the rock-cut churches we re-
searched in the valley are very similar to each other,
we decided that it would not be necessary to describe
all of them individually and in detai]l. Thersfore, m
this article, while we will give accounts of all these
churches we explored based on their villages, we will
give details only for a few more important ones.

Subas: (Uskiibii) Village

The previous name of Subag Village was Ueliibi
and earlier it was Skopi. There 12 a huge complicated
structure, located 200 m northwest of Subag Village,
dug on & rocky slope, with & church as well. In this
sottlement, excavated on a steep wall and located on
a line with a length of 180 m, there are 11 different
structures of all sizes. Some are connected with tun-
nels and this complex, consisting of some small cham-
bers and a room in the size of 1M sg m, as well as
a kitchen with oven and chimney, 15 most possibly a
monastery with its church, courtyard, kitchen, dining
hall, lving spaces, and ceremonial chamber (g 2,
fig. 3. fig. 4).

The church 15 a crose planned structure with an ap-
proximately rectangular narthex in front, barrel

. ¥

Fig. 2 — General view of Subegi rock-cut complex {phoin A, Yamag)
Fig. 2 — Vists generale del complesso mupsstne o Subag: (folo A Yamag).
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Fig. 3 — Genersl plan of Subagi rock-cut. comples (drawn A
Yamag).

Fig. 3 - Plenimefnz generafe del complesso nupestre i
Subag fgrafics A Yamagh

Fig, 4 — Church of rock-cut complex of Subasgs (photo AE. Ke-
skin).

Flg. 4 — Chieza de! complesso rupesire df Subag (foto A.E
Keskin),

vaulted, with grave miches at the entrance and the
eouth wall partially destroved. The church is one of
the two higgest rock-cut churches in Koramaz Valley
together with Vekse Church No 1; taking mto consid-
eration the similar examples in Géreme {Karakaya,
114), 1t ean be dated to the 10® - 11 centurnes.

Agirnas Village

Afrnas Village ig located 4 km north of Subags: Village
and on the slopes of Koramaz ¥Wallev. In accordance
with the population and tax recorde of the Ottoman
Empire, there were 58 Christian and 3 Muslim fami-
les 1n 1500, In 1520, this changed as 72 Christian and
2 Muslim families {Inbas, 1993). The oldest houses of
the village are on the first two lines facing Roramaz
Valley and the house of Mimar Sinan ("Sinan the Ar-
chitect”), who was born here 1n 1489, 15 also among
these houses (Yamag & Tok. 2005).

Apart from the two churches which wete constructed
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during 19%* century, there are a total of 15 rock-cut
churches in and around Afvrmas Village, and only
one of them 15 in the village. Thie church 1s inside the
“Afrnas Underground Shelter” which i located 200 m
south of the village center, dug on a rocky slope on the
east of Koramaz Valley, left bank. The main entrance
of this structure, which is currently open to tourists,
15 protected with a millstone door. After the first room
i the entrance, there 18 a church with a length of 8.40
m and the main axis of northwest-southeast direction.
As often encountered in Cappadocia, the church has

Opera IpocEa 1 - 2821

a barrel-vault celling and a horseshoe apse. There
are three niches on the south wall of the church and
a smngle niche both on west and north walls. A pas-
sage on the west wall connects the chureh to storage
chambers. Most posstbly the church must have been
excavated within the underground shelter, between
SR 11 centuries (fig. 5, Ag. 6).

On the other hand, located approximately 500 m west
of Afirnas, there is an enormous cliff settlement on
three different walls of Koramaz Valley, where the

valley i= forked. Here, in total 195 rock-cut dwelling

Afirnas - Melikgazi - Kaysern
Drawn: E. Tok, . Cankind) {July 2017 )

20m

o'mag

AGIRNAS UNDERGROUND SHELTER & CHURCH

Fig. 5 — Plan of Agemnas Undergrownd Shaltar. On the upper nght corner the langer-scale church i reprocueced [drawn E Tok &

C. Cankinh).

Fig. 85— Pianta del Rifeywo Softemanso of Afimaz. In atlo, 8 destrs & rigrodolts fa chiess a ol grande sosis (grafics E Tok & ¢

Cankuh).
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Fig. & — Church of Agimas Undengrownd Shelter (photo R. Straub).
Fig. 6 - Chiezs del Rifugio Sofferraneo di Agwnas (fote R Steub).
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structures have been explored and surveyved. Though
mokt of these structures are houses, storage units,
barns, or dovecotes, there are also 14 churches. By tak-
ing into consmderation the churches and underground
shelters in theee settlements, rock-cut architecture in
this region can also be dated between the 7t and 11%
centuries (Lamesa, 2011). Rock-cut churches in these
chiff settlements will be explained according to their
locations on the walls (Ag. 7).

Agimas South Wall Churches

In this section of the chiff settlement, a total of 154
rock-cut structure had been surveyed and there are
sight different churches which can probably be dat-
ed to Late Byzantine Era. Luckily we know the local
names of all of them. These names. given by the in-
habitants of the willage centuries after the construc-
tion of these churches, have nothing to do with ther
history. Even, as there are no frescoes mmside those
churches. they are not names originating from images
like in Gireme, However, we think it is more original
than numbering. as we have had to do in the case of
the churches of Vekse and lspidin villages.

Héngele Church

Both the entrance and the apse of this church are
facing east and the mun axis of the structure 15 to-
wards the north. The window behind the apse 1s
the only example in the region. There are two ar-
cosollum graves next to each other on the northern
wall of the church, which measures 6.03 m = 293 m
and has a hetght of 3 m. The door of the church has
highly detailed workmanship and the embossed croes
above the entrance door 1e rare. There 15 a grave on
the nght and left of the entrance door in the atrium.
These graves are thought to belong to the donors of
the church. The unique workmanship at the entrance
gate and the arcosolium tombs in 1t suggest that this
structure could be excavated as a Roman tomb before
it was converted into a church around the 11th een-
tury (Ag.8).

Agimas MNorth Wall Churches

Starting with the entrance of the valley by Afunas,
this chiff settlement group continues to the south from
here and unites with the southern wall structures.

L, o

L.

Fig. T — Koramaz \Vasey develops south of Adirnas Village, with ancther ama# branch towarnds Morth. AR those three rock walls of
the valley are full of rock-cut dwellings (after Google Earth-elaboration A Yamag).

Fig. 7— La Walie of Koramaz & swiuppa & sud del villspgio o AQimes, con un aitro bhsve ramo verso Nord, Le tre pareti di roccia
dells valle sono cosparse di abilaziond rupestn (ds Google Earth-slaborazione A. Yamag).
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Riock-cut Byzantne chunches of Kioramaz Valley (Kayser, Turkey)

The most important difference of this part compared
to the southern structures is that they were dug with-
in different levels. The structuree have similar archi-
tectural features to all other rock-cut buildings of the
Roramaz Walley extending to the south and have un-
dergone major changes over time. In this sechion, a
total of 34 rock-cut structures had been surveved and
there are three rock-cut churches.

There 15 a large hall measuring almost 16 m % 4.5 m
in the middle part of the wall. The main entrance of
the chirch. which was reached by & chimney in front
of the western wall of this bmlding. was clogged with

Feg. H~Ertmﬂkﬁgﬁﬂﬁmﬂtﬂfmmﬂalﬁnmdm-
terior of the struchere sugpests that previously # was-a Roman
temb {phoio B. Yaziik).

Fig. 8- Ingresso deifa chiess di Hongele. Lo sfife defls deco-
razione g della struffura infema suggeniscono che it precedan-

Fig. 8 - General plan of Morheast Wal Dwellings of Agimas
Village. Gilaburuly Church can be seen at the botiom right cor-
rear of the plan (drawn A Yamag)

Fig. O — Piants generale del wilsggio a parste Noronentals
gel Villaggio o Agemas. La Chiosa Giaburuly ¢ localizzata
nelfangolo inferiore destro dells planimetria (grafica A. Yamag).
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Fig. 10 - Endrance of Gormes Church (photo A. Yamag).
Fig. 10— imgvesso dells Chiesa o Gdvmis (fofo A Yamag).

rubble. Probably it was turned into dovecote long after
its construction and at this stage the entrance part
ghould be blocked and a chimney should be opened.
There is a emall chapel with a double apee next to this
church and at the same elevation,

Agimas Nertheast Wall Churches

Although all the rock settlements of Roramaz Val-
loy near Afirnas were dug into the western walls of
the valley, an exception 15 a small number of rock

GORMIS CHURCH
Afimas. Melikgazi, Kayseri
A Yamag {Apr 2018}

Fig. 11 — Plan of Gdmmis Chaerch {drawn A Yamag)
Fig. 11 — Pianta deifa Chisss of Gomis (grafica A. Yamag).

settlements on the northeastern bank of the stream.
At the point where the valley made a fork and under
the newly built houses of the village, there are seven
rock-cut settlements and two are churches. At the
moet southeastern end of the complex, there i a dou-
ble apse Gilaburulu Church {fg.9) with some frescoes,
even though it has been heavily damaged. This church
has a total areas of 66 sq m and 18 supported by a single
column carved into the rock body. North nave of the
church 1s significantly larger than the south nave and
there are silo-like underground structures dug into
the ground in front of both apses.

Fig. 12 — West cormer of Dimitre cliff setements (pholo A Yamaeg)
Fig. 12 — Sperone cccideniale dellinsediamanio & fatesis of Dimitre (fofo A, Yamsag),
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Riock-cut Byzangne chunches of Koramaz Valley (Kayser, Turkay}
Gormis Church

The peculiarty of this structure 1= that it 1= the only
structure on the east slope of Koramaz Valley around
Anrnas and all other rock-cut structures on the main-
line of the valley are located on the opposite, western
wall. The entrance door of this church faces north and
a total of & graves, probahly belonging to the donors
of the church, are located in the atrium of the church.
The templon and the altar of the church have sur-
vived to the present day. It appears that the access
to the church wae partially destroved. A room on the
right side of the entrance and a rock tomb on the foeor
are interesting. Thizs church. which = an 11%* century
Byzantine structure, messures 6.88 m % 2,60 m and a
height of 3.54 m, has been well preserved compared
to its counterparts, The rectangular church has semi-
cireular apee, an altar carved from the rock body, and
three semicircular niches on the north wall of the nave
(fig. 10, fig.11).

Dimitre (Turan) Village

Four kilometres after Afurnas, Koramaz Valley reach-
es Dimitre, which 1= currently known as Turan Vil-
lage. In the Mtoman registrations, dated 1500, 37
dwellings, and 1520, 48 dwellings were recorded in
the village {Inbag, 1993).

Old Dimitre Village 13 not located on the mambne of
Koramaz Valley but on the north slopes of a branch
extending to the east (Ag. 1 and fig. 12). This region
12 the deepest point of Koramaz Valley: in Dimitre
branch. the maximum difference between the altitude
of the platean and the bottom of the valley reaches
20 m. The total number of chiff dwellings on the walla
of this branch are more than the cliff dwellings of
Afirnas: the most important reason is that, differ-
ently from Afwrnas, the residents of Dimitre Village
continwed to live in thess rock-cut structures until re-
cently. When the village became umnhabitable due to
the collapses, in 1966, 1t has moved to the plain on

Fig. 13 — A small Byzantine church in Dimire Village {pholo
D Albov).
Fig. 13 — Piccols chiesa bizenling nel wilsggio of Dimitre (fofo
O Ao

top of the vallev, to ite current settlement. The rock-
cut settlements of Dimitre have changed much more
due to its inhabitation and usage until such a recent
date. During this study, in (d Dimatre Village, i to-

Fig. 14 — Wall of Horamaz Valey to the north of Vekse Villsge. |n thes sactor there ane few rock-cut dwellings and four churches
[photo A, Yamag).
Fig. 14 — Pancte detla Vate o Koramaz g nond del villspgio of Vekse. i questo seiions W sano poche abdazion rupesin & guattro
chiese (foto A Yamag).
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Fig. 15 — Vekse Church Mo. 1, view from the nave towands the apse (photo R Straub),
Fig. 15— Chissa n. T di Vekss, wala dells navela verso Vabaide (fofo B Streub).

tal 229 rock-cut setflements have been explored and
surveyed. Among these structures, most of which are
dwelling, barn, and dovecote, there are also seven
churches. Those small rock-eut churches are architec-
turally quite similar; all of them are with a length of
-7 m and have a horseshoe apse (g, 13).

Vekse Village

The next village after Dimitre in Koramaz Valley 1s
Vekse which s located 2.5 km west and 15 the small-
est village of this valley. The opposite slopes of the
valley consist of red-colored volcanic rocks reaching to
a height of 200 m from place to place and extending
like a wall from one end to the other (Rg. 14). Strue-
turally, Viekse is very similar to Afumnas. On one side
of the valley, there 15 the current village and on the
other side, there are the rock-cut structures. Differ-
ently from Agirnas and Dimitre, there are not many
rock-rut settlements on the walls of Koramaz ¥alley
extending in front of Vekse. The number of rock-cut
structures on the walls 15 just 12 in total and five
of these structures are churches. Apart from Vekse
Church No. 1, all other four churches have approx-
mately a 6 m long axis and horseshoe apse plan.

Vekse Church No. 1

The rock-cut church of Vekse Noo 1 15 sttuated 400
meters south-east from the main settlement of Vekse
and on the top of a chif. The entrance of the church
15 located on the north wall It was partly destroved
but on the broken wall we still can see the square ex-
onarthex overlapped by the semicireular vault. The
semicircular niches are carved in the lower parts of
the west and east walls. The naos 1s & Byzantium tyvpe
“compact cross-in-square” styvle. In the apse there 15
still the rectangular-shaped altar earved in & rock pro-
trusion. There are three arch-miches over the altar. On
the north wall a small rock-cut table (the prothesis)
15 present. Connection with dome = made by the flat
pendentives of tmangular shape. To the south of the
naos the parekklesion of rectangular shape that ex-
tend on the axis north-south 1s adjoining. It 18 covered
by a barrel vault. Along the west wall of the parek-
klesion a rock-cui bench has been obtamed and n
the south corner a bunal pit of rectangular shape 15
gituated. On the east side the second apse was exca-
vated with a rock-cut altar in the centre and two rock-
cut shelves. To the west of the nacs adjming large
narthex extends on the east-west axis. It 15 overlad
by a high barrel vault. In the east part of the narthex,
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Fig. 16 — Vekse Church Mo, 1, view from the spse towands the nave and the entrance (photo R Streub).
Fig. 16— Chiesa n. 1 ol Vekse, wats dalahside verso i navata & Ningresso (fole R Straub).
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on each sides, in the walls two arcosolinm niches were
carved. In the western part of the southern wall a big
arcosolium niche semicircular-shaped 1n plan-section
18 positioned., In front of that niche on the floor there
12 a burial pit. One more burial pit was cut on the fleor
between two eastern arcosolium mches (fig. 15, fig. 16,
fig. 17). One fresco 18 preserved on the east wall be-
tween the apses of the main church and parekklesion.
It 15 preserved fragmentaniy but there still could be
seen two human figures.

‘Vekse Church MNo. 2

Ta the north of today's Vekse settlement, there are

k-

Fig. 17 — Plan of Veksa Church Mo. 1 (drewn A Yamas & E.
lanovekaya).

Fig. 17— Pianta aels Chiesa n. 1 of Vekse (grafics Yamag &
E. lanovskaya).

Fig. 18 — Mave of Vekse Church Mo, 2, looking from west to-
wards east (phota A E. Keskin).

Fig. 18— Navsia oefla Chiesa n. 2 di Vekse, guardando da
owast werso est ffoto A E Meskin).

four different churches along the north wall of the Ko-
ramaz Valleyv. Called Vekse Church No 2 by us, this s
a good example of the adaptation of & relatively large
rock-cut church to the natural form of the rock body.
There are two round arched niches on the east of the
nave measuring 3.8 x 6 m, supported by & single col-
umn. The main apse 15 conpected to the lateral apse
by a passage to the west. There i1z a simple templon
wall in front of both apses (fg. 18, fig. 19). The total
distanee between this church, which has no fresco re-
maing insight, and Vekse Church Mo 2 on the same
shope, 15-about 200 m,

Wekse Church No. 5

Thisis the last structure to the east on the northern
wall of Vekse, This church, which is located in the
middle of the rock wall, on top of the slope, 15 entered
through a rock-carved courtvard that has been ex-
cavated neatly and has miches on its walls. On hoth
walls of this 7.5 m long church, there are three large
niches with rectangular plan and arches. There 15 an
altar carved into the rock body on the east wall of the
horseshoe apee. The purpose of the room, which was
dug in the southeast direction inside the church with
a nearly sguare plan and a ventilation shaft in the
centre of the ceiling, 18 uncertain. There 15 no niche on
the walls and the floor 15 filled with debris fallen from
the ceiling (fig: 20).

S
. i TaEen
AN Yamag (Ooc. 2017)

Fig. 19 — Pian of Vekse Charch No. 2 (dravwn A Yamag)
Fip. 19 - Piante deldls Chiess n. 2 di Vekse {grafica A Yamag)

B3
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a'mag

Fig. 20 — Pean of Vedse Church No. 5 (drawn A Yamag)
Fig. 20 — Pianta dells Chiesa n. 5 of Vekse {grafica A Yamag).

Ispidin Village

Thig1s the last western village of Koramaz Vallev. In
aecordance with the Ottoman regmstrations, 1 1500
population census, there were 19 dwellings in total
and 15 of these dwellings were stated to be Chrstians.
In the 1520 population census, the number of houses
mereased to 35 and the number of Chrstian houses
was 23 {(Inbam, 1993}, In the village, there are 14 dif-
ferent rock-cut churches on both walls of Koramas
Valley (fg. 21). All these churches are scattered to dif-
ferent parte of the valley, Apart from 2-4 small rock-
cut dwellings. the lack of cliff settlements is as inter-
egting as the excossive number of churches in such a
amall willage. In a village with 19 houses 1n total n
1500, 1t 12 hard to explain the existenee of 14 differ-
ent rock-cut churches approximately 500 years even
before this date. All these 14 churches numbered by
us are appreximately m similar sizés and are small
structures with the man sxs of approximately 6-7
m. Apart from one church, all other churches have a
horseshoe apse. In three churches, there 1s windowed
templon carved into the main rock between the apse
and the nave.

l=pidin Church No. 1

This small rock church, located on the rocky ridge
next to the bridge that crosses the Koramaz Valley in
the southwest of [epidin Village, was the only frescoed
church we have come aeross in Kayseri. We say 71t was”
because the mtense destruction by ilheit diggers that

Fig. 2% — Distribution of 14 churches anound kspedin Village (afier Googée Earth-etaborstion A Yamag) )
Fig. 21 — Destrbuzione deffe 14 chiess rupesin aifoma &) villagglo of fgprdin {oa Google Esrth-elaborazione 4. Yamagh
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Fig. 22 — lggiden Chasnch Mo, 1 (photo R Strawb).
Fig. 22 — Chvesa n. 1 di Ispichn (Todo R Shraeb).

Fig. 23 — lepidn Chasrch Moo 1: detad {photo R Straub).
Fig. 23— Chéess n. 1 di Ispudin: pariicolans (folo R Strawb).

we have obeerved in thiz church only in the last year
18 ineredible. Most of the frescoes deseribed in Kara-
kaya's article publizhed 1n 2003 and dated 11 to 135
centuries are now unrecognizable (g 22, g, 23). The
church has an irregular rectangular plan and there 15
a small narthex in the north (fig. 24). The central sec-
tion where the cross arms mest 15 square-shaped and
covered with a dome that is crossed by pendants. The
croes arms, which are rectangular and covered with
barrel-vaults, differ i size. The church has northeast
and northwest corner moma. In the east of the cross
arm forming the bema, there 15 a half-round apse and
a prothesis in the northeast (Karakaya, 2012; Strauh,
Yazhk, & Yamag, 2019),

Ispidin Churches Mo. 2, 3 and 4

To the north of lapidin Church Xo 1, on the rocky slope
opposite the bridge, there are three small churches,
which are separated by 10-15 m and are very sumi-
lar to each other mn terms of architecture. The church
number 2 in the west direction, like the other two, 15
in the northwest-southeast direction and has an amor-
phous rectangular plan. The celling 15 barrel-vaulted
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and the naos 1s full of debris due to llicit digging in
front of the horeeshoe-shaped apse. Numerous small
niches partly on the walls and on the architrave and
the chimney in front of the entrance show that the
church wag onee changed to a dovecote.

From thie church to the southeast, lspidin Church No
315 located on the same rocky ridge. Unlike the church
no 2, theve is a nartex in front of the western entrance
of this building, which was later turned into s dovecots,
The church has an entrance from both the south and
the narthex. There 1s & rectangular niche with round
arches on both walls of the naos. lepidin Church No 4
is located 15 m southeast of lepudin Church No 3. along
with its narthex with a very smooth architecture, The
building, like the other two churches, has a semi-cireu-
lar apse and a barrel-vaulted ceiling (fig. 25).

Ispidin Church No. §

The church is entered through a door on the moeky
slope facing south and to the valley. The building has
arectangular plan measuring 7.5 * 2.5 m in the north-
west-southenst direction, The ceiling of the building

Fig. 24 — Pian of fapedin Ghurch Mo. 1 (drawn A. Yamag). has a barrel-vanlt, and there are four square-shaped.
Fig. 24 — Pianta della Chiesa n. 1 of Ismdin (grafica A Ya-  round-arched niches and a transept lined side by side
magl. on the north wall of the naos. As the rock block in the

southern part of the church was too thin to allow a

:

CHURCHES NO. 2, 3 & 4
Ispichn, Melikgazi, Kayseri

E
0 5 T0m *ﬂmm

Fig. 25 — Pian of ispsdin Churches No. 2. 3 and 4 (drewn A Yamag).
Fig. 25 — Planimetrie defle Chiese n. 2. 3 e 4 oi lspidin (grafics A. Yamag).
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Fig. 36 — tspaden Chasrch Mo, 5 {phoio A E, Keskin).
Fig. 26 — Chiesa n. 5 di Ispdin (folo A.E. Keakin).

transept arm to be excavated here, just ke Veksze
Church No,1 only one arm of the transept was made.
The only feature of this small church, which has no
fresco today, 15 the templon wall with windows that
separates the apse and the nave. {(hig 26).

lspidin Church No. 12

Located on the eastern end of lapidin, 20 m above
Church No. 7. this building is another frescoed choreh
in the regon. Although a few fragments of these
frescoes remain, the few human motifs that can be
detected are remarkable. Thiz bulding, which can be
regarded as one of the largest churches in the region
with 1te dimensions af 3.5 % 8.5 m, has a barrel-vault,
a semi-circular apse and has a very elaborate architec-
ture and workmanship. The altar on the east wall of
the apse 1s carved into the rock bodv. The function of
the room measuring 3.5 % 4 m, which 15 connected to
the church with a large entrance from the south and
which has been possthly excavated in the same period,
15 uncertain. There is a mihrah-hke niche on the south
wall of this reom, the southwestern comer of which
has collapsed (fig. 27. fig. 285

Acknowledgement

Fig. ‘27 — lggudan Chasch Mo, 12 {photo D, Albow ).
Fig. 27 — Chiesa n: 12 di Ispediv (Todo D, Albow).

1SPIDIN CHURCH NO 12
i Yaina e 2018)

Fig. 28 — Plan of lepidmn Chirch No. 12 {drawm & Yamac)
Fig. 28— Pismte dela Cheesa n 12 of isprhin {grafica A. ¥Ya-
miagl.

Wie've bean woeking together for mose then sby yearns and during this pericd “Kaysen Underground Structisres nventory Prajeet”
reached an unbelievable lovel it would be impossible withoul his dedicaled aittude and extreondinary efforts. 5o it is & pleasure
to express our sncera grafitsds o Prof. Osman Cesoy, Kaysen Coordinator of CERTL Faundation,
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Buyuk Buruinglz Underground Shelter
(Kayseri — Turkey)

Il rifugio sotterraneo di BuyUk Blrlnguz (Kayseri — Turchia)

Ali Yamag!

Abstract

Despite being the capital of Cappadocia during ancient times, no comprehensive scientific research has been carmed out
unitil now in tesms of the rock-cut architecture in Kayseri. To fill this deficlency we, as OBRUK Cave Research Group, have
staried to work for the “Kayser Underground Structures Invendory Project” in January 2014, This project, carried oul based
on a Iriple protocol with Foundation for the Pratection and Promotion of the Environment and Cultural Heritage (GEKUL)
and Kaysen Metropolitan Municipality, includes the research, survey, mapping and documentation of all the underground
structures localed in Kayseri lerrilory. This project, covering the entire province with 17,500 sq km area and ongoéng for six
years, has become very significant and important cumrently, which was nol expected in the beginning, with 46 Byzantine
rock-cut churches, 33 underground shelters, 3 underground aqueducts, 10 Assyrian tin mines and 2 cliff-dwelled villages
explored, researched and inventoried for the first time by OBRUK Team. The most valuable part of this project carried out
In various areas in Kaysen is Koramaz Valley. During our works and studies carried out in Koramaz Valiey, the biggest
underground shelter explored wnlil now In Kayser has been found. Different from the touristic well-known Derinkuyu and
Kaymakh underground shelters of Cappadocia, this underground shelter. which has not been dug as diferent levels and
antirely-continues horizontally, extends beneath the entire Blylk Boringlz Village like a cobweb. In this article, this long
and interesting underground shelter, with a total length of 1,273 m and with 27 milistone doors, |5 explained.

Keywords: Koramaz Valley, Blyok Biningldz, Kaysan, Underground sheffar,

Riassunto

Benche nei tempi antichi Kayseri sia stata la capitale della Cappadocia, sino ad oggi sulle sue architetture rupestri non &
ancora stala condoita wna indagine sclentifica completa, Per colmare questa lacuna, da gennako 2014, # Gruppo Ricerche
Speleciogiche OBRUK ha dato inizio alla realizzazione del "Kayserl Underground Structures Inventory Profect”. |l pro-
getto, basalo su wn friplo protocollo con 1a "Foundation for the Protection and Promotion of the Environment and Cultural
Heritage (CEKDLY" & con la “Kayseri Metropolitan Municipality”, preveds l'individuazione, l'esplorazions, la mappatura 8
la documentazione di tutte be strutfure sotterranee collocate nell'area di Kayserl, Le indagini, In corso da sel anni sullin-
tero temitorio della provincia, su una superficie di 17,500 kmq. attualments sono risultate pid consistenti e significative di
quanto ci s aspeltava allinizio: infattl, dal Gruppo DBRUK sono statl per la prima volta esplorati, documentall e inventariati
innumerevali siti inediti costituiti da 46 chiese rupestri bizanling, 33 rifugl sotterranel, 3 acguedotti ipogei, 10 miniere di
stagno assire, 2 villaggl a parete. |l settore pll rilevante del progetlo, tra le diverse zone Indagale sul lerrilorio di Kayser,
comisponda alla valle di Koramaz. Nel corso delke nostre ricarche condolle in questa valle & stato individuato Il pil esteso
rifigio sotterranes sino ad oggi esplorata in Kaysar, A differenza del rifugl sotterranel di Derinkuyu e Kaymakli, ben noti in
Cappadocia e aperti al pubblico, quesio insediamento ipogeo non & state scavalo su differanti livelli, ma si eslende com-
pletamente in orizzontale, formando una ragnatela sotio lintero villaggio di Buylk Biringlz. Nel presente arlicolo viene
descritto questo interessante reticolo sotterraneo, lungo in totale 1.273 m & dofato di 27 porte-macine.

Parole chiave: Valle di Koramaz, Blyik Biringiz, Kaysen, rifuglo sollerranso.

Introduction both have drawn the attention of numerous teavelers
starting from approximately 300 vears ago and have
The different natural formations of Cappadocia and  been subject to various researches and scientific works
numerous rock-dwelled struetures dug in these for-  and studics. These works and studies. started for the
mations, especially the rock-cut Byzantine churches,  frescoes in numerous rock-cut churches found in the
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area, have expanded to other rock-cut structures, To-
day, from the underground shelters to the hyvdraulico
structures and from the dovecotes even to the rock-cut
apiaries of the area, there are hundreds of different
scholarly works and studies.

At this point, it will be useful to decide: though the
area where all these worke and studies are being
carried out is named Cappadocia, nearly all inves-
tigations have been realized in Nevsehir — Urgitp
= Gireme trinngle and, we note, this area is o very
small part of the ancient Cappadocia. This region,
mentioned in numerous historical sources gince Hero-
dotuz, during the Roman and the Byzantine empires,
was a provinee of these relevant empires. Significant
changes were made in the formation of this provinee
during both empires. For example, in Tabula Peutin-
geriana, the original of which dates back to 1st cen-
tury AD, we can see how big the said province was.
As stated by various scholars, such as W, M. Ramsay,
in AD 314 Cappadocia was the largest provinee of
the Roman Empire (Ramsay, 158(0), In AD 371, the
western part of this provinee was named Cappadocia
Prima, with its capital being Coesarea, today Kayvseri
(Mitchell, 2008), During the Late Roman and Byzan-
tine empires this area, known as Cappadocia Prou-
ince, was g region with at least 50,000 sg km covering
almoat all Aksarav, Nevsehir and Kavseri and even o
part of Kirsehir, Yozgat and Nifde provinces of Tur-
key of today. Despite this fact known, the touristic
and scholar attraction of the rock-cut churches full of
frescoes located in Nevgehir — Urglip — Géreme trian-
gle, has led to the mistake of the acceptance of this
very small area az the entire “Cappadocia”, while
Kavseri, just like in its neighbor “Touristic Cappa-
docia”, has numerous rock-cut structures, cliff-dwell-
ingz, and underground settlements. Kayseri was
named “Mazaea” [rom the Hottiang to Strabo, and
it was changed in “Coesareg” in the honor of Caesar
Auguztuz in AD 14, During the 3rd century, it was
the largest eity of Central Anatolia with a population
of 400,000 (Baydur, 1970,

The voleanic activity, which had started in the region
approximately 10 millien vears ago and continued
until the historical ages, has pilled pyroclastic rocks
with an enormous thicknezs on the surface, These
rocks, covering almost the entire Kavseri region, are
maostly porous like tuff and ignimbrite. Both the el-
evations on the north of Kayvseri and wide plateau on
the south of Kayseri arve completely covered by these
voleanic rock deposits, The amount of pyroclastic de-
pozits shows significant differences regionally and is
known to reach a thickness of 400 m in the north
of Kavserl. Though it is hard to believe that these
eruptions continued until the historical ages, az a re-
sult of o radiometric ape determination carried out
recently, it is understood that the activity of the main
caldern of Ercives Mountain continued antil 150,000
to 200,000 yvears ago; aflter this period, the caldera
blocked and its activities after the blockage continued
until 2,000 years ago from the lateral erncks (Alici
Sen of al., 2004).

When the voleanic rock covering the entire area was
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first started to be dug, and when the inhabitants
started to use the underground as their dwellings,
i5 unknown. The continuous usage of the rock-hewn
structures for thousands of vears has made such an
archaeological exploration impossible. The carliest
dated rock-hewn structures encountered in Cappado-
cia are probably the rock-cut graves. There are Roman
tombs earved in rocks in Nevsehir/ Mazkiy and south
of Kayvseri, and especially Ayvgepinar and Yenikiy,
On the other hand, numerous other Roman rock-cut
graves close to the settlements have been changed in
the time in accordance with different purposes. From
the Roman to Byvzantine empires, the variety of the
underground and rock-cut structures was incredible,
The structures carved in the rocks of the area are not
limited only to houses, barng, dovecotes, graves, and
churches; there are also monasteries, shelters, ague-
ducts, cisterns, and even apiaries. and these rock-cut
structures observed in different parts of Kavseri have
been continuously used until today.

Koramaz Valley

There ig an elevation difference of TOO-800 m be-
tween the plain where Kayserd is located and moun.
tains located 30 km east of this plain; consequently
cach creek flowing down these slopes has formed its
valley by eroding the soft pyroclastic rocks, East of
Kayseri there are six different bagins eroded by these
gtreams Nlowing down from the high hills: in the rock
sides of these valleys there are structures carved hy
the inhabitants dwelling in the avea for hundreds,
or even more for thouzands of vears, The biggest of
these six basins is Koramaz Valley (fig, 1. In this 16
km long valley there are in total seven different vil-
lages. From west to east, these are Bivitk Blirdngiiz,
Uskiibii, Kigtk Burangiz, Afrnas, Dimitre, Vekse,
and [ebadin, Both the interior and surrounding of
these seven villages, located on the slopes of Koramaz
Valley, are full of structures carved in rocks. Though
it 12 viery hard to date these structures due to their
continuous usage, the experts have dated some of
the rock-cut churches in the valley to the 10th and
11th centuriez, On the other hand, it is o generally
pecepted assumption that the underground shelters
on Koramazx Valley have been dug between the Tth
and 10th centuries by the Christians living in the re-
gion ns a proteetion against the Arab raids. Beyond
all these, the experts examining the rock-cut struc.
turcz near Afirnas have stated that, though these
structures have changed over time due to different
usages, by taking into consideration the entrance dec-
oration and interior architecture, the first purpose of
excavating some structures can be attributed to Ro-
man graves. To sum up, it i5 possible to say that the
background of ail these structures carved in rocks on
Koramaz Valley dates back to at least 2,000 years
ago and probably to even older times (Yamag. 2017;
Yamag, in press),

In total 476 different rock-cut structures have been
researched and surveved by our team until today in
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Fig. 1 = Lecation map showing Kayseri, Koramaz Valley and
Biylk Blringiz Village (Google Maps and Google Earth).
Fig. 1= Mappa con la localizzarione of Kayser, Valle of Ko-
ramaz e villaggio of Biytik Bilringliz (Google Maps e Google
Earth).

Koramaz Vallev and there are 42 rock-cut churches
and 11 underground shelters nmong these structures,
Though most of the other rock-cut structures surveyved
were houses, dovecotez, and barns, it is considered
that at least 18 of the cavities on the valley have been
dug as Roman rock-cut graves and 16 as Columbari-
um (Gilli, 2017, Yazlik. 2019). Koramaz Valley is the
only known example in Kayseri area containing this
number of rock-cut structures with such a rich histori-
eal background.

Biiyiik Biiriingiiz Underground Shelter

Bivik Biartingiz Village, 22 km east of Kayseri, lo-
cated at the starting point of Koramagz Valley and on
the slopes of lvriz Mountain (1858 m a.s.1), has al-
ways been the biggest settlement of the valley (fig, 2).
According to the Ottoman registrations belonging to
AD 1500, there were 99 houses in the village (Inbasgi,
18993), Different from the other six villages in Koramaz
Valley, there is no cliff settlement around Biviik
Birtingiiz, During cur works carried out on the basin,
a8 a result of our vigita to this village, we have been in-
formed about the existence of an underground shelter
accessible from the gardens of the houses. We note that
there are defensive structures similar to thiz in vari-
ous sottlements of Cappadocia. These singular strue-
tures, dug beneath the houses, have been connected as
a result of the growth of the village and formed a de-
fonee network extending beneath the entire inhabited
area, Derinkuyu and Kaymakh underground shelters,

Flg. 2 - Bilylk Biringlz Village from west towards east. On the background lvriz Mountain {1858 m a.s.l.) can be seen (photo
B. Yazlik).

Fig. 2 - Villaggio of Bliyiik Biiringliz, vista da oves! verso est. Sullo sfondo =i stagha i monte lwiz (1858 m s.im.) (foto B, Yazik).
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Biylk Blringlz Underground Shelter (Kaysen — Turkey)

Fig. 3 — Cavers in ihe small streels of Blyuk Blringdz Vikage (pholo AE. Keskin).
Fig. 3 — Speleciogl in una siradina del villaggio of Biydk Blringdz (foto A_E. Keskin),

located 70 km southeast of Kayseri, have been formed
a8 a result of the connection of individual defence sys-
tems devoloped on several underneath storeys (Bixio,
2012}, Likewise, beneath Agurnas YVillage, located six
km northwest of Biviik Biriingiiz Village, there i=s an
enarmous underground shelter extending beneath the
entire village (Yamag and Tolk, 2015).

During our Kayseri works and studies carried out
for years, we have previously explored and surveved
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numerous underground shelters, Some of these were
small defence structures. On the other hand, as a
gtrange contradiction, the other underground shel-
ters which are big and impressive in terms of the ar-
chitecture such as Doganh, Fatinler, and Kuseafz
were far away from all settlements (Yamac and Tok,
2016). And it was not possible to research properly
the underground shelter beneath Afirnas because the
parts beneath the houses were continued to be used
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Fig. 4 - Slorage rooms after the enfrance of the first underground shelter (phoio A E. Keskin),
Fig. 4 = Magazzing presso lNingresso [1] del prima rifugio softerranea (fofo A.E. Keskin)

as warehouses — storages and the connection tunnels
ware cloged to prevent passing.

Oar Bayvik Barningiz Underground Shelter adventure
started at the storage room beneath the vard of the
firat houze that had opened its doors to us (fig. 3). This
structure (first underground shelter), the entrance
of which (entrance [1]) started with a stone masonry
tunnel, continues with eight consecutive storages and
the floors of most chambers are partially full of debris
falling from the ceiling. The millstone door on the floor
of the 2econd chamber is nonfunctional. Likewise, the
tunnel on the north wall of the third chamber ends al-
ter 16 m (fig. 4). The main underground shelter starts
after the vight storage. Interestingly, the millstone
door of the first chamber in the underground shelter
is defending towards the continuation of the tunnel.
Probably, the chambers currently appearing as stor-
age rooms, 4t the entrance should have been expanded
after the previous defence structure and turned into a
warchouse. The second chamber had a bidirectional
defence, both towards the entrance and eontinuation
of the tunnel, with a double millstone door: this de-
viee is currently out of place but its “operations room”
is apparent, The defence towards the inner passages
proves the interconnection of the tunnels with the
other houses (fig. 5). This gecond chamber mentioned
should be a redoubt, i.e. a “last defence room”, defend-

g against the enemies that might come from both
directions. The redoubts, frequently encountered in
Cappadecian underground shelters, are almost always
the last chamber. On the other hand, the occurrence off
this chamber right at the beginning of a tunnel in this
underground shelter encountered for the first tme.
Another tunnel continuing towards east from this
chamber, after another “operationz room” without a
millstone door, reaches an underground storage with
a barrel roof, frequently encountered in the area, and
opens to the surface beneath another house (entrance
[3]). There are two blecked side tunnels in this east
branch (fig. 6). The main tunnel continuing towards
the zoutheast, after two gide branches, reaches an-
other millstone door defending towards the entrance.
The last part of the underground shelter, due to the
net-like tunnels, most of which are blocked with ex-
cavations, completely looks like a maze, Though from
time to time theae tvpes of tunnels are dug to confuse
the enemies, without opening the blocked galleries it
is mot possible to understand its reality. On the other
hand, the defence of at least three millstone doors to-
wards the continuation of the tunnel even in this last
part shows us that the underground shelter continues
after this last point and might lead to the opinion that
there are different entrances from the south side of
the structure (fg. 7, Ag. 5 and fig. 9).
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Biylk Blringlz Underground Shelter (Kaysen — Turkey)

Fig. & — Towards the second parl of the first underground shelter, with small chambers (phaoto A_E. Keskin),
Fig. & — Piccoli vani sul percorsa verso la seconda parte del pima nfugio softeraneo (fofo A.E. Keskin),

Fig. & - Some lunnels were blocked by debris and broken mill-
stones and really difficult lo pass (pholo AE. Keskin),

Fig. 6 — Afcuni cunicoll, ocelus! da detritl @ framment! of maci-
ne, nsullane mollo dificoltos! da percorrere (foto A.E, Keskin)
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After this Aret research carried out in Blyik Biiriings
Village, the door of another house was opened and we
went underground once again from another vard, The
entrance [2] of this second underground shelter is
elose to the first structure studied and similar to itz in
fact it starts with underground storage rooms az well.
Despite the solid strueture of the first bagement went
down by stairs, there are severe cetling collapses in
the second, third and fourth warehouses, At this part,
the floor of the upper house is partially collapsing. The
underground shelter tunnel starts in the south of the
last warehouse which 13 relatively zolid, The width of
this tunnel continuing for 41 m is steadily 65 em. The
first millstone door encountered in the tunnel defends
towards the entrance. The side tunnel, continuing to-
wards east four metres after this millstone door, is
blocked after another millstone door. Two more mill-
atone doors are protecting the entrances in the quad.
ruple chamber syvstem reached by the main tunnel,
After the last chamber, there 15 another room, with an
“operations room” which defends towards the continu-
ation of the tunnel. The tunnel, continuing towards
the southeast from this point, is blocked after three
amall chambers, The other tunnel continuing towards
west from the same chamber 15 54 m (fig. 10) and the
room, almost in the middle of the tunnel and on the
zide branch towards the east, iz protected with double
millstone doors defending both towards the entrance
and exit. The other millstone door in the last cham-
her of the tunnel, protecting the chamber towards the
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Fig. T — The chamber in the middle of the first underground shelier with several small rooms (photo AE. Keskin}
Fig. T = Camera nel cantro del prime nfugio sotterranes su cwl i affacciance diversi piccoll vand (fofo A E. Keskin)

Fig. 8 — Surveying the tunnel after one of the last milstones towards the end of Ihe first underground shelter (photo B. Yazlik},

Fig. B — Esecuzione del nievo lopografico del cunicolo dopo una dedle ulime macine all'estremita del primo nfugio sollerranao
(fato B. Yazlik),
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Biyilk Blrkngle Underground Shelter (Kaysen — Turkey)

o'mag

SECOND UNDERGROUND SHELTER

FIRST UNDERGROUND SHELTER|

—
P
o Mg
pOYOK BORUNGUZ UNDERGROUND SHELTER
Biyk Buringlz, Melikgazi, Kaysari
Al Yamag, Bilgin Yazik (November 2018) Nm
M = MiBstona-goor
oo dom BI = Biocked

Fig. O — Plan of Blyuk BUringlz Underground Shelter (drawing A, Yamag, B, Yazhk).
Fig. @ - Pianta del Rifugio Sotterranea of Bayik Biringiz (grafica A. Yamag, B. Yaziik).

west tunnel, is the biggest we have encountered until  earved from a rock different from that of the structure,
now in entire Kayseri aren, with a diameter of 1.85 m  Both underground ghelters have been entirely dug in
and thickness of 40 em, The interesting thing is that, & porous ignimbrite containing large voleanic rock
just like other various millstone doors in these two  pieces, However, the rocks of some millstone doors
underground shelters, this millstone door has been  in the structure are harder and nonporous. The tun-
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Fig. 10 = Atunnel in the second underground shelter (photo A E. Keskin),
Fig. 10 = Uina delle gaterie del secondo rifuglo solferraneo (foto A E. Keskin).

nel turning towards the north in the continuation of
the chamber protected with this huge millstone door
is closed 18 m further by another millstone door. A
branch turning west in the continuation of the tunnel
is opened to the surface after four big storages (en-

trance [4]). However, the main tunnel, without any
chamber and side tunnel, continues towards the east
for anather 44 m and, after making a very big cirele,
connects to the chamber at the entrance of this under-
ground shelter (fig. 11, fig. 12, fig. 13, fig. 14).
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Fig. 11 — Survaying a side branch in the second underground shelter (photo ALE. Keskin).
Fig. 11 — Rilleve lopografica df un selfore laterale del secondo riuglo solterranao (fole A_E. Keskin).

Fig. 12 = Most wnnels of second underground shelter are tighter than the first one (pholo AE. Keskin).
Fig. 12 — La maggior parie del cunicoll del secondo riugio solterranes sono pil angust of quell del primo (folo A_E. Keskin).
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Fig. 13 — A small chamber in the second underground shalter (photo & E. Keskin)
Fig. 13 - Ficcolo vano nal secomndo afugio sofferranso (folo A.E. Keskin)

Fig. 14 - Surveying another small chamber in the second un-
derground sheker, Floor is covered with dried mud due to leak-
ing water {pholo A E. Keskin).

Fig. 14 - Rillsvo di un alfro plocodo vano nel secando rifugl
solferranec. N pavimento & ricoperfo da fango secco dovufo &
infiitrazion d'acqua (folo A.E. Keskin)

As a result, we had surveved and mapped two differ-
ent underground shelters beneath Biviik Bilriingti
Village. The first one was 701 m and the second one
was 572 m. Apart from the entrances used during
our surveys, we had found two more points open-
ing to the surface. Therefore, we have four different
GPS coordinates. When we located the map coordi-
nates to Google Earth, we had realized that these
two underground shelters intersect at a point, When
we inveatigated these intersection points on-gite, we
realized that they were blocked with debris in both
underground shelters. First, we started to dug and
open the pile of soil in the first structure and after
a while, we reached a gap. Afterward, we went in-
to the other structure and found the same gap and
connected these two underground zhelters. Thus,
the total length of this underground defence system
reached 1,273 m. This is the longest underground
zshelter measured until now in Kayseri aren. and 27
millstome doors determined in total i this defence
structure is another record, On the other hand, we
are aware that the II'I‘.!"i("'I'g'I'I?'ulﬁfl. network measured
and mapped until now covers a small part of Blivitk
Birtingiz Village; 23 different blocked tunnels prove
that probably extends beneath the entire village.
With the opening of the blocked tunnels or explora-
tions of different entrances, there is the certainty
that Biyik Biringiz Underground Shelter will be
much more longer than its current length.
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KORAMAZ VADISi COLUMBARIUM MEZARLARI

Bilgin YAZLIK

oz

Kavseri, Anadolumun merkez noktasi sayilacak bir konumda,
Ercives Da@ eteklerinde kurulu énemli bir sehirdir. Kayseri, Kiltepe'den
giiniimize kadar her dénemde dnemli ticaret yollanmn kavsgak noktas:
olmustur. Kayseri, Roma Déneminde de cazibesini korumus ve dnemli
bir merkez haline gelmistir. Roma'dan glindmize kadar ulasan ant
mezarlar, sur kalintilari ve tapinak kalintlan Roma'mn Kayseride
gerceldestirdiff imar hareketinin dnemini gdstermektedir. Kremasyon,
Roma'da kabul gormiis dnemli bir defin gelenegidir,. Bu gelenek bir
dinem columbarium mezar adi ile bilinen toplu mezarlar kullamlarak
vaymnlasmistir. Columbarium mezarlar, belirli bir halk simifina hizmet
veren toplu defin alanlandir. Koramaz Vadisi, Kayseri sehir merkezinin
valklagik yvirmi kilometre kuzey dogusunda yer alan, icerisinde ¢ok savida
kaya mezar, kayva kilise ve yasam devam eden kéyler banndiran on iki
kilometre uzunluga sahip bir deprem king olusumudur. Bu galisma
kapsaminda Koramaz Vadisi'nde bulunan yirmi bir adet columbarium
mezar ve i¢ adet de glvercinlik incelenmistir. Cahsmamn ilk losminda
Kayseri'nin genel tarihi anlatilmakta ardindan Koramaz Vadisinden
bahsedilmektedir. Daha sonra Roma Dénemi cenaze defin wéntemleri
incelenmekte, Gzellikle kremasyon defin ve columbarium mezarlan ele
ahnmaktadir. Ghvercinlikler ile  columbarium mezarlar sikca
kanstinlmaktadir, columbarium mezarlann neredevse  tamaminin
sonradan ghvercinlifge dénastiriimts olmalan bunda dnemli  bir
etkendir. Dolavisi ile sonug ksminda calismaya konu olan Koramaz
Vadisi columbarium mezarian detayl clarak incelenmekte, plivercinlikler
ile farklan ortava acikca konulmaktadr,

Anahtar Kelimeler: Columbarium, Columbarium  Mezar,
Gvercinlik, Kremasyon, Koramaz.

. Oxir. Gidr, Erciyes Universitesi, E-posta: bilginioercives.edu.tr
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COLUMBARIM TOMBS OF KORAMAZ VALLEY

ABSTRACT

Kayseri is an important city located at the foot of Mount Erciyes,
which is considered 1o be the center point of Anatolia. Kayseri has been
the crossroads of important trade routes in all periods from Kiltepe to
the present day. Kayseri, has retained its charm during the Roman period
and has become an important center. The monumental tombs, city walls
and temple ruins dating from Rome to the present day show the
importance of the Roman architectural movement in Kayvseri. Cremation
is an important burial tradition accepted in Rome. This tradition was
popularized by mass tombs known as columbarium tombs,
Columbarium tombs are mass burial sites that serve a particular public
group, Koramaz Valley is a twelve kilometers long earthquake fracture
which Iz located about twenty kilometers to the north east of Kayseri city
center and contains many rock tombs, cave churches and villages in
which life continues. Twenty-one columbarium tombs and three
dovecotes in Koramaz Valley were investigated. In the first part of the
study, general history of Kayseri is explained and then Koramaz Valley is
mentioned, Later, Roman funeral burial methods are examined,
especially cremation burials and columbarium tombs are discussed.
Dovecotes and columbarium tombs are often confused, with the fact that
almost all of the columbarium tombs were later converted into dovecotes.
Consequently, the columbarium tombs of the Koramaz Valley, which are
the subject of the study, are examined in detail and the differences
between the columbarium tombs and the dovecotes are clearly revealed.

STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

The first settlement known in Kayseri is located on the Kdltepe
mound (Kulakeglu, 2010). It is known to be founded by Kanesh. Today it
is an important archasological excavation area and it is located 3 km west
of Koramaz Valley which is the subject of this work. Fellowing Kanesh;
Hittite, Phrygian, Persian, Cappadocia Kingdom, Reman, Byzantine,
Danishmend, Mongols, Seljuk and Ottoman domination and Republic of
Turkey was continuing with the aforementioned sequence in Kayserl
(Erkiletlioglu, 1993). Kayseri is a very big and important city with a
population of four hundred thousand before the Roman period. City, M. 5.
17 became a province of Rome and Roman rule continued until 395, After
the division of Rome into east and west, Kayseri came under Byzantine
{Eastern Roman] rule. Kayseri has been a very important and sacred city
for Rome especially due to the existence of Mount Erciyes. Kayseri's
present name was designated Caesarea [pronounced Kaisaria), referring
to the famous emperor Julius Caesar during the Roman period. Today,
there are tumulus tombs, fountainz, temples and castle fortifications
from the Roman period in Kayseri. In the last period of Rome, which has
pagan beliefs, Christianity raids occurred and Kayseri was affected by
these raids. When Rome was divided, Kayseri became a very important
center for Christianity, It i= also known that Basileius and Gregorius lived
in Kayseri during these dates (Erkiletlioflu, 2018). During the Roman
period, many temples such as Zeus Poliouchos Temple, Apolle Potros
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Temple, Tyche Temple, Serapis Temple, Argios Temple were built in
Kayseri ([Erkiletlioglu, 1993). Today some ruins thought to belong to these
Roman temples can be aeen around Koramaz Valley.

Koramaz Valley is an earthquake fracture with a length of
approximately 12 km which is located within the borders of Melikgasi
district of Kayseri, The name Koramaz appears in the Ottoman Archives
(devietarsivleri.gov.ir, 2019) for the first time in the documents, It is
known that the name Koramaz belongs to a sub-administrative unit of
the period, that the Koramaz sub-district is attached to Kayseri sanjak
and that it has villages attached to it. At the beginning of the 16th
century, there are 34 villages connected to Koramaz Sub-district. The
mountain, which is 1.900 meters high, is located to the cast of Koramaz
Valley and is named Koramaz Mountain. Within the Koramaz Valley, from
east to west; Bayik Baringiz (Ulu Biringiz), Subas (Usgibi), Kagik
Birangiz (Kigi Blartngiz), A@irnas, Turan (Dimitre), Vekse, Bagpinar
(Tebidin) villages are located and life continues. Koramaz Valley attracts
attention not only with its historical wealth but also with its natural
wealth. The scenic hiking trails in the valley (Kayseri YOrayis Rotalan ve
Turizm Kegif Rehberi, 2014) have recently received increasing attention.

It is seen that inhumation and cremation were applied together in
the early pericds in Rome. Roman twelve tablet laws prohibited the burial
of the dead into the city. The major reason for this is the prevention of
epidemics that can be transmitted from the dead body to healthy bodies,
For this reason, cemeteries were built out of the city during the Roman
period (Civelek, 2007). In the cremation burial tradition, the dead body
waz put on ceremony and burned on a plle of rectangular wood with
trappings. The entire body was nonflammable and about 2.5-4 kg of non-
combustible bones remained, the remaining ash was collected and filled
into terracotta veassels called urne or ostothek.

Due to increasing burial costs and capacity, Roman society began
to use the method of preserving urns in mass grave niches carved
underground or in rock during the Augustan period. The structures built
for this purpose are called columbarium tomb. This new tradition was
adopted by modern organizations that manage community and funeral
expenses and developed funeral insurance-derived functions in which the
deceased would be dignified and buried alone in a tomb with a beautiful
ceremony [Barbonus, 2014).

The word columba means Latin pigeon, while the columbarium was
used as a dovecote in Roman times, Columbaria is the plural of the word
columbarium. The word columbarium is actually the name given to each
niche within the tomb of the columbarium (Gilli, 2017). The reason why
Romans call these monumental mass graves as dovecote is undoubtedly
the fact that the structures are guite similar to dovecotes, Even today, it
is very difficult and technical to distinguish between a dovecote and a
columbarium tomb, which is clearly evidence of why the Romans used
the name. This, in other words, the fact that columbariums have been
used for many years as a dovecote, and that the first function is not
known by the publie, has caused the columbariums to have suffered
relatively less treasure destruction until today.

To avoid confusion of dovecotes and columbariums, the term
columbarium tomb is used (Borbonus, 2014). Columbarium tombs are
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not only visually unique, but also the first known mass graves of Rome
to provide mass burial services to biclogical families and residents of the
same house (Borbonus, 2014).

The first detection of calumbarium tombs in Koramaz Valley was
made by Eric Gilli. However, Gilli's work is merely a preliminary fixation
and contains general statements, When the rock carved structures in the
Koramaz Valley are examined as a whole, it is seen that the structures
change function continuously. For example, a rock tomb built as a rock
tomb during the Roman period turned into a cave church, or a structure
uszed as a columbarium tomb after the loss of its function naturally used
as a dovecote (Picture 25). In another scenario, the columbarium tomb
was later transformed into a place for must production (Figure 36). There
are studies in the literature where structures in the region are considered
as dovecote (Karakaya, 2014).

Columbarium tombs, although the first purpose of the mass burial
area in Hime with the Roman invasion of Christianity in Rome, the
cremation  tradition was abandoned, the buildings remained
dysfunctional, the chimneys opened to the ceilings and continued to use
these modifications as a dovecote.

In this work, a total of 21 columbarium tombs in the Koramaz
Valley were identified and analyzed. Columbarium tombs are known to
have been converted into dovecotes over time and are often confused with
dovecotes. In this work, the differences between dovecotes and
columbarium tombs were clearly revealed and Koramaz Valley
columbarium tombs were introduced, It is predicted that columbarium
tombs can be found both in different parts of Koramaz Valley and in
different valleys in Kayseri.

Detailed and advanced research and archaeological excavations in
the region will provide more detailed information about the history of the
columbarium tombs mentioned in this work., With the help of
archaeological materials such as urne and ash remains to be found in
the columbarium tombs, the claims in this work can be confirmed and
exact dating will be possible.

Keywords: Columbarium, Columbarium Tomb, Dovecote,
Cremation, Koramaz.

Kayseri Tarihi

Kayseri'de bilinen ilk yerlegimlerden biri de Kiiltepedir ve kazilarda Eski Tung Cagi™nin erken
dinemlering kadar inilmigtir (Kulakoglu, 20010). Kiltepe hoyGgi bugin dnemli bir arkeolojik kae
alandir ve bu galismaya da konu olan Koramaz Vadisi'nin 3 km batisinda yer almaktadir, Kanes'i
takiben Kayseri'de Hitit, Frig. Pers, Kapadokya Krallign, Roma, Bizans, Danismend, Mogol, Selgukiu,
Crsmanly ve Tiirkive Cumburiyveti Devlet egemenligi amilan sira ile stiregelmigtic (Erkilethoglu, 1993),
Kayseri, Roma egemenliinden 6nee 400 bin nitfusa sahip oldukga biivilk ve dnemli bir sehirdir. Schir,
M.S. 17 tarihinde Roma’mn bir il haline gelmistir ve Roma cgemenligi 393 vilina kadar devam etnstir.
Foma'min dogu ve batr olarak ikive balinmesinin ardindan Kaysen, Bizans (Dogu Roma) yonetimi
altina girmigtir. Kaysen, deellikle Ercives Dag'nin varhi nedeni ile Roma igin oldukea Snemli ve
kutsal bir schir olmustur,  Kayvser'min bugiinkt adi Roma vénetimi doneminde anli imparator Julius
Cacsar’a atfen Cagsarea (okunusu Kaisana) olarak  belirlenmigtir, Kayseri'de bugiin Roma
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Daonemi'nden  kalma timiilis mezarlar, gesmeler, tapinaklar, kale sur duvarlan  kahntilan
bulunmaktadir. Pagan inamisa sahip olan Roma’nin son donemlerinde Hristivanhik akinlan olugmus ve
bu akmlardan Kayseri de etkilenmigtir. Roma’min bilindigd tarihte Kayseri Hristivanhk igin gok
dnemli bir merkez haling gelmistir. Bu tarihlerde Basileius ve Gregorius'un Kayseri"de ikamet ettigi de
bilinmektedir ( Erkiletlioglu, 2018}, Roma Dénemi’nde Kayseri'de Zeus Poliouchos Tapinag, Apollon
Potros Tapinagi, Tyche Tapimag, Serapis Tapinag, Argios Tapmag gibi cok sayida tapinak insa
edilmigtir (Erkiletliogle, 1993), bugiin bu Roma tapmaklanna ail oldugu digiindlen baz kalintlar
Kormmaz Vadisi civannda yer ver griilebilmekiedir.

Koramaz Vadisi

Koramaz Vadisi, Kayseri ili Melikgazi ilgesi simrlan igerisinde yer alan yaklapik 12 km
uzunluga sahip bir deprem ki@ olusumudur, Koramaz adi belgelerde ilk defa karsimiza Osmanlh
Devlet Argivierinde (devletarsivlen.gov.ir, 2019) ¢ikmaktadir, Koramaz adimin donemin alt yonetim
birimlerinden biri olan bir nahiveye ait oldugu, Koramaz nahivesinin Kayseri sancafina bagh oldufu ve
kendising bagh karyelerinin (kéylerinin oldugu bilinmektedir. 16, yiizyil baslarnnda Koramaz
MNahiyesine bagh 34 kiy bulunmakiadie (altt gizili olanlar hu?i'm Koramaz Vadisi igerisinde yer
almaktadir): Uls Biringliz, Gergeme, Bila Gesi, Merse, Vintye, lspile, Mancusun, Kamber, Barsama,
Salkuma, Tolds, Efkere, Nize, Darsivak, Sarimsakh, Dimitee, Germir, Tavlusun, Cirdavuk, Viekse, Gesl,
Ulskiibi, Kigi Biidinghiz, Agimas, Sultanham, Palas, Selasire, Kala-i Hiristo, Kinf, Kozla, Giryat,
Sagarak., Savalak, Canbaz (Comen, 2008). Koramaz Vadisi'nin dogusunda ver alan 1,900 metre
yiikseklige sahip dagin adi da Kovamaz Dags"dir. Koramaz Vadisi'nin igerisinde bugiin dogudan batiya
dogru; Biyiik Biringhz (Ulu Birtingiez), Subagi (Usgiibil), Kigik Bliringie (Kigi Buriingiz), Agirnas,
Turan (Dimitre), Vekse, Bagpinar (Isbidin} kiyleri ver almakia ve yasam stiregelmektedir, Koramaz
Wadisi sadece taribn zenginh@i ile degil avm zamanda dogal zenginli@ ile de dikkat gekmektedir, Vadi
igerisinde yer alan dogal yiiriiviig parkurlan (Kayseri Yirtiyis Rotalan ve Turzm Kegif Rehben, 2014)
son zamanlarda artan bir ilgi gormektedir, Resim 1'de Koramaz Vadisi ana hatt ve vadi igerisinde
yasam devam eden 7 mahalle (kiy) gosterilmektedir,

GaogleEarth

Resim 12 Koramar Vadisi ve Yerlesim Yerlen

Strabon Kayseri've gergeklestindigi zivarette sehri Eusebia ve Mazaka isimleri ile anmakta,
bugiinkii Kavseri gehir merkezinin kurulu bulundufu ovayr batakhik olarak tammlamakia ve halkin
ovaya kiyasla yiiksekte kalan bélgelerde vagadifoim anlatmaktadic (Strabon, 2002) . Bu bakis agisivla
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rakinu sehir merkezinden onalamada 300 metre fazla olan Kommaz Vadisi'nde o dinemde de yerlegim
oldugu iddia edilebilir. Koramaz Vadisi®nin batisinda yer alan Kiiltepe hiyigi de dikkae alindiginda
binlerce yildir siirekli iskin gordigi disiniilebilir. Vadinin Bizans Dénemi'nde de Snemli bir merkez
oldugu, sehri doguya baglayan yvollann bir bélimiinin buradan gegtigi bilinmektedir. Dénemin nemli
Bizans vellanndan biri de Sivas yoluna paralel olarak Gesi bdlgesi igerisinden gegmekte idi, Gesi',
Bizans Dinemi‘nde “Kase™ baz kaynaklarm gore (Moravesik ve Jenkins, 1967) “Kasi™ olarak
adlandinimaktayd, VI Leon Dinemi'nde (886-912) Gesi (Kase), daha dnceden Kapadokya Askeri
Bilgesinde iken (Theme), Charsianon Askeri Bolgesi (Theme)'ne eklenmis ve Kayseri ile birlikte
Charsianon adh veni Asken Bdlgeye dithil olmustur, 20, yiizyihin baslannda bélgede yasayan Rumlar
tarafindan bélgeve “Nea Kassiane” denilmekieyvdi, bugtn bilgeye Gesi denilmekiedir. Kisa bir dinem
igin de olsa bolgedeki Gesi garnizonu, kendi bolgesinde gilivenlik zafiveti bulundufu igin Pinarbag:
Piskoposuna ev sahipligi yvapmisur.

Bahse konu Bizans volu, Gesitden sonra kuzey dofu istikametinde devam etmekie ve 6 km
sonra Antik Piskoposluk §ehn olan Aragena’ya ulagmaktadir, Aragena bugin Afimas olarak
bilinmektedir. Mandae, bugiin bir kéy olan Usgiibd (Agirnas™in 2 km glineyvindedir)'deki manastirin
adidir, Bu manastirda Adirnas piskoposu ikamet ederdi. Bugiin Usgiibii olan kiyviin adi sonrlar “Skupi”
ve daha dnee de “Episkope™ kelimelerinden tiremigtic (Hild, 1977), bugiin kiyde hala piskoposluk
goriintiisi goze carpmaktadir. Mandac manastinna bagh The Forty Martyrs Kilisesi Usgiibii’de ver
almakta idi. Bu kilise soylenenlere gore tamamen yikiloug ve ilkokul yapibrken taglan kullamimigtir,
Kilisenin kalintilan bugiin kiyiin kuzeyindeki bir tepede ver almaktadir. Yol, Afirmas tan sonra Kuzey
Daogu istikametinde eski adv ile Sarmmusaklh’va buginkt adv ile Binyan®a vinelir (Honigmann, 1935).
Kommaz Vadisi'min Bizans Dénemi'nde de yol giizergihinda yer almasi sehebi ile oldukea dnemli
oldugu agkea gonilmektedir, Resim 2'de Koramaz Vadisi'nden gegen Bizans hatta Gncesinds Roma
yolunun tahmini gizergdh gosterilmekiedir,

Resim 2: Koramaz Vadisi Iginden Gegen Bizans Yolunun Tahmini Gizergihi ve Eski Yer Adlan

! Kise (Gest) Pinarbags (Ariarathein) tle Kavsen (Kaksareia) amstnda balunan bir verlesim yer. Hild, kitabirdn bu yerin bugiin
Kaysen'nin 13 km kueey dofusunda ver alan, esith antik kalintlar banndiran ve Gesi olarak bilinen verlésim veri olduguny
idelin ctmektedie. Eger bu iddia dofru ise antik isim bugiin verel isim olarak vasamaya devam etmekiedin, Pinarbags tle Gesi
armandaki mesafe bir piskopes torafindan vonetilmek win oldukga fazladir, Hild iddisim giiclendirmek igin Pinarbas:
Piskoposunun giivenlik nedeni ile Gesi'ye verlegtifing iddin eden{Zgusta, 1984).
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Koramaz Vadisi'nde igerisinde ver alan fresklerden, nmislerden ve vapibs sekillerinden yola
gikarak Bizans Dénemi’ne tariblencn su ana kadar tespit edilmis toplamda 40 adet kaya kilise
bulunmaktadir. Bunlardan igerisinde ver alan freskleri en ivi korunmug ve giniimiize kadar ulagabilimig
en onemli kilise daha Gnee N, Karakaya tarafindan Isbidin Kaya Kilisesi® olarak takdim edilmis kilisedir.
Kilise tahmini XI-XIIL yiizyillar arasina tarihlenmektedir (Karakaya, 20013), (Straub wd., 2019). Bu
kiliseye ilave olarak bugiinkii adi {le Subagi {Usgiibii) kivinde yer alan bir kaya oyma manastir da
dikkat gekmektedir (Karakava, 2014), Kayva oyma Kiliselere flave olarak giimlimilze kadar ulagabilmis
iki adet de bityik kilise bulunmakiadir. Bunlar Vekse Rum Kilisesi ve 1857 yalinda inga edilmis Afirnas
Kilisesi"dir (Kayseri Taginmae Kdliir Varhklan Envanteri, 2008).

Koramaz Vadisi'nin yerel adi ile Akbin Deresi olarak bilinen bélgesinde kargimiza gikon kaya
mezarlar, arkosolivm mezarlar, columbarivm mezarlar, vadinin Gst kisrmnda ver alan platoda yer alan
inhumasyon amagh khamosorion tipi kaya lahitleri vadinin Roma Dénemi nden baglamak fizere Bizans
Dénemi’nde de bir mezarhk olarak kullamildigm gostermektedic (Resim 23). Vadide yer alan annsal
tasarima sahip mezar kapilan dikkatle incelendiginde yapilann Roma Dénemi miman unsurlann
igerdifi benzerlerine kivasla rahathkla girilebilmektedir (Resim 10, 24, 25, 26). Vadivi merkeze
oturtup 5 km yangaph bir daire gialdiginde icerisinde kalan Kiiliepe, Hongele, Aydos, Kazlar, Andon
adlan ile bilinen bugin terkedilmis ve sadece yizeysel kalinnlar banndiran antik verleskelerin Roma va
da daha Gnceki dinemlerde akiif yagam barindirdiklan rahathkla iddia edilebilir. Roma Donemi nde
mezarliklann hastalik olusturma endisesi ile yverlesim verlerinin hemen disinda yapilmalan gelened goz
dniine alindiginda Koramaz Vadisi'nin tiim bu antik verleskelerin ortak mezarh@ oldugu digiintilebilir,
Vadinin cevresinde ve iginde karsiniza gikan kagm vollan da bu iddiavi ashinda teyit etmektedir (Resim
22). Tum bunlara ilave olarak vadinin ist kismunda yver alan platoda 5 km'lik vancap igensinde 14 adet
tiimiiliis rahathikla gozlemlenchilmektedir.

Roma Dinemi Olii Gimme Gelenekleri, Kremasvon Gimii ve Columbarium Mezarlar

Roma Dinemi’nde yasam sonrasinds havatin devam cttigine inanihirds, bu nedenle dogum nasil
kutlaniyorsa dlim de dyle kutlanidmakiaydi ve cenage torenler Roma'da ofdukga Gnemli rtieller
barndirmakiaydi. Roma bu konuds oldeukea witueu bir gelenege sahiptin. Roma’da sosval s ile
cenaze rent ve hatta defin yeri bile defisebilmekiedir. Elit cenaze merasimleri ile elit olmayan grubun
cenaze merasimleri arasindaki farkhlasma, ckonomik nedenler ile toplu gémillmenin ¢lit olmayan
gruplara ait bir gelenck olarak zarur kabuliine gitmistir. Oliiniin defin islemlen ise dénemden déneme
degismekle birlikte gomme gelencgi olarak inhumasyon (toprak altina gémmek), kremasyon (atesle
yakma), dogaya terk ve mumyalama yontemlerinin kullamidii bilinmektedir (Civelek, 2007), Roma’da
erken dinemlerde inhumasyon ve kremasyonun birlikte uygulandifn gonilmektedir. Roma on iki tablet
kanunlar &liniin sehrin igine gémiilmesini vasaklamigtir. Bunun en bilviik nedeni 61i bedenden saglikh
bedenlere bulasabilecek salgin hastahklarin dnlenmesidir. Bu nedenle Roma Dénemi’nde mezarliklar
sehrin digina yapilmistir (Civelek, 2007). Roma’da kremasyon gbmme teknigi milattan dnee 4. yiizyilda
baslans ve milatton sonra 3. yievilda terkedilmis bir pelencktir', Kremasyon gomime geleneginde, 8lii
beden zivnet egyalan ile birlikte dikdérgen seklinde hazielanmug odun yifin zerine térenle konulur ve
yakilirdi. Bedenin tamarm yanmaz ve yvaklasik 2,54 kg agirhiginda yanmayan kemikler kalirdi, gerive
kalan kil ise toplanarak umne ya da ostothek adi verilen kaplara doldurulurdu, Kremasyon gdmme
gelenefi Resim 3'te ghsterilmigtir.

* Duvar resimberi XX vivsallara arblemmektedir, Kilise, Ispsdin {Bagpimar) kéyiing igine alan vadide, kdvim batsmda,
vaillmin giney yvamacuula yer alir. Kilise batisinda bulunduZu Fspidin kéyiine 3 km mesafededir. Yol seviyesinden 13 m kadar
vitksekhiktek sumaca oyularak yapebmagtir { Karakoya, 20013},

' Kremasyon gimi Demir Cag'nda da garilmektedir ( Yigitpasa, 2000, 2011},
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Resim 3 Kremasyon Sirect

Umeler (ya da urna) kapakh ya da kapaksiz olabildigi gibi, camdan, metalden ya da mermerden
de vapilabilmekieydi. Baz urnelenin Gizerinde 6liniin kimliginin yazih oldugu alanlar da bulunmaktayd
{Akkurnaz, 2016), (Yigitpaga 2010, 201 1 ). Kiil dolu ume daha sonra mezar odasina ya da columbarium
mezannda yer alan urne nigsing konulurdu veva istegie gore gomilirdi, vanmavan kemikler ise¢ yine
mezar odasindaki silolarda saklamird) (Resim 19, Mumyalama 1se bedenin onurlandimmas: manasima
gelmektedir ve gorece maliyetli bir defin teknigidir, bu nedenle de varlhikh kigiler haricinde halk arasinda
uygulanmarmistir {Civelek, 2007,

Kremasyon neficesinde oliiden arta kalan kiillerin dolduruldugu wrnelerin dlitye gosterilen saym
geregi muhafazasi Gnemli bir konudur. Bunun igin mezar kazmak, kil inhumasyonda oldugu gibi
toprak altina gimmek oldukga masrafh bir yontem olmaktadir, Niifusun arti@, mezarhk alanlannin
dolmava basladifn goz dniine alimrsa toplu olarak defin vaplabileeck gheim armyislonmn gayet dogal
olarak ortaya ¢ikug anlagiimaktadir, Roma’da, gittikge bitviiven devasa kentlesme neticesinde,
geleneksel mesarhiklar tika basa dolmus, vilksek miktarda cenage ve defin iglemi yapilan biviik
schirlerde ayni gémil gukuruna birden fazla bireyin gdmiilmesi, hatta bazen aym gdmil ukurunun
definler fist iiste gelecek sekilde birkag kez kullanidlmasi olagan karsilanir hale gelmisti (Borbonus,
2014).

Roma toplumu, artan defin maliyetleri ve kapasite dolulugu nedenleri ile Augustus Dinemi'nde
yer altina ya da kaya iglering ovulan toplu mezar niglerinde umelerin muhafaza edilmesi yintemini
kullanmaya baglamiglardir, Bu amag igin yaploug olan yapilara columbarium mezar denilmektedin. Bu
veni gelenek toplum ve cenaze masraflarim vineten modern organizasyonlar tarafindan benimsenmis
ve olen kigilerin onurle bir bigimde, giizel bir toren ile tek basing bir mezara gomiilecedi cenaze sigortas:
titrevi fonksiyonlar gelistirmiglerdir (Borbonus, 2014).
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Columbarium Mezarlar

Columba kelimesi Latince giivercin anfamuna gelmektedir, eolumbarium ise Roma Danemi nde
givercin vuvast manasinda  kullanslmestir,. Columbaria ise columbarium  kelimesinin goguludur,
Columbarium kelimesi ashinda columbarium mezan igerisinde yer alan her bir nise verilen addir (Gilli,
2007). Romalilarin bu amtsal toplu mezarlan gliverein yuvast olarak adlandiwmalanmin big siiphesiz
nedeni yopilarm esasinda givercinlife oldukga Gnemli bigimde benziyor olmalandir. Bugiin bile bir
givercinlik ile columbarium mezann ayirt edilmesi oldukga zor ve teknik bir konudur, Romahilarin bu
ismi neden kullandiklarimn ashinda agikga da kanindie. Bu durom, yani columbariumlann glivercinlik
olarak wrun yillar kullamilmus olmas ve ilk fonksivonunun halk tarafindan bilinmiyor olmasi
columbariumlanin giindmiize kadar gorece daha az defineci tahribatina ugramasina vesile olmugtur.
Givercin beslenen vamlar ile columbanumlann kanstinlmamas: igin columbarium mezan ifadesi
kullanslmaktadir {Borbonus, 2004). Columbarium mezarlar sadece gorsel olarak benzersiz olmakla
kalmayip, bivelojik ailelere ve aym evde ikamet eden kisilere toplu defin hizmetlen saglanan Roma’nin
hilinen ilk organize toplu mezarlandidar (Borbonus, 2014).

Columbarium mezarlar, 610 yid etme ihtivaglan sonucu ontava ¢ikoug benzersiz vapilar olup,
hitap ettigi kesimin toplumsal duramuna dair ipuglan da sunmakiadirlar. Columbanium mezarlar
duvarlarina islenmis ¢ok sayuda mezar niglen nedeni ile gliniimiize kadar gok yiprannus olarak ulagmg
olsalar dohi diger mezar yapilanndan bu nisler sayesinde kolayea avirt edilebilmekiedirler.
Columbarium kelimesi ashnda Roma Dénemi yaah kaynaklaninda devasa givercinlikler igerisindeki
barmma nisi olarak yer almakiadir, mezar abidesi olarak kullanmmina delil ise Roma Dénemi nden
kalma mezar tabelasi kayitlandir. Bu kayitlarda her bir nigin kime ait oldufiu gérilebilmektedir.
Columbarium mezarlarda sadece kiiller degil aym zamanda vakilmg insan bedeninden kalan kemik
pargalar da yer depolannda (silo) saklanmakia, killler ise i duvara oyulmus mezar niglerinde Beel
toprakian vapilmis kaplarda saklanmakta idi (Resim 42), (Borbonus, 2014). Azafuda yer alan Resim
4"de Roma Ddnemi’ne tanhlenen biviik ve Gnembi bir columbarium mezan gorilmekiedir.

Resim 4: Livia Columbarium Mezar Dogu Duvan {Borbonus, 2014)
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Columbarium mesarlar kaplan kapah, toplu defin amtlandir, Bu yamlarm ¢ duvarlanna
kazlmus olan mezar miglerine yakilows olan Sliintin killleri bir toprak kap igerisine yerlestirilerck
digilirdi. Columbarium mezarlar, elit olmayan Roma vatandaglanmn, genellikle de kilelenn ve
aristokral evlerinde hizmet eden sonradan Gegtirlesmis kdlelenn killlerinin saklandifn toplu mezar
alanfandir,  Surasi kesindir ki columbarium mezar sakinleri, elit simftan ve Roma polik elitlen
simfindan degillerdir. Columbarium mezarlann insasimn elit olmayan kitleden bir yonetici tarafindan
ya da anstokrat liderlerce vonetildigi bilinmektedir. Columbarium mezarlar bivyitk kitlelenin kullandif
bir defin ortann olamazlar, ¢iinkil bulunduklan bolgelerdeki savilan o bilgede vasavan tim insanlan
kapsayacak kadar ¢ok degildir. Bunun verine belirli bir #imrenin drnegin clit toplumun cahstirdi
isgilerin defin yen olabilirler { Borbonus, 2004). Toplu defin mezar amit sayesinde kitleler sosyal olarak
bir etkilesim igensine girmektedirer. Bireyler, mileler veya arkadashk gruplan bu vesile ile bir armyva
gelmigler ve sosyal toplulukiar olusturmuslardir (Borbonus, 2004}, Roma®da elit olmayan simf hakkinda
maalesefl gergekel bir yazil kaynak bulunmamaktadir, bunun yerine elitler tarafindan vazilnug abartili
ve klise bilgiler bulunmaktadir. Bundan dolayi, tarihi degerine ragmen ne yazmk ki columbarium
mezarlar hakkinda tefermoath bir hilgi kaynaklarda ver almamaktadir. Bunun altinda yatan nedenler;
kalintifarin kot durumda olmas, tipolojik farkhihklar banindirmas: ve peleneksel arkeoloji anlavisinin
elit kiiltiire odaklanmis olmasi olarak siralanabilir. Columbarium mezarlann tarithlendirilmesi genellikle
miimkiin olamamaktadir. Bunun temel nedeni bu vapilann insa edilicken oldukga kalitesiz bir is¢ilikle
inga edilmis olmalarn ve une kaplarmin ya da 6li hediyelerinin yeteri kadar ele gegmemis olmasidir
(Borbonus, 2004). Tim bu duromun neticesi olarak columbarium mezarlann varhZimn degeri yeterince
bilirememistir, Asafida ver alan Resim 5°de oldukea tahrip olmus bir columbarium  mezar
gorilmektedir,

Resim 52 Sepulerum Scipionum Yakimindoki Columbarium Mezan (Borbonus, 20014)

Roma’'min kentsel nifusunda, toplu organizasyon ve ghmiilme, simfsal ayrliklann ortayva
gikarabilecegi problemlere bir nebze de olsa gielim yoninde destek saglamigtir. Birlikie olma ve
vardimlagma atmosferi sayesinde insanlar arasindaki dayamisma artmakia ve sosval sikiyetler
baskilanmaktadir, Columbarium mezarlar bu dayamgmanin lziksel tezahird olarak  Augustus
Dinemi*nde ontaya gikmuslardir. Columbarium mezarlann bulunduu gevreden tzole edilmis bir
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bigimde insa edilmis olmalan tipik bir Augustus Dénemi anlayisime yansnmaktadir. Columbarium
mezarlann yer altinda insa edilmis olmalan, onlarm toplu defin bisliimlerinin gevredeki verlesimlerden
tam izelasvonunu mimkin Kilmistir (Borbonus, 2004), Columbarium mezarfann ilk vapilmava
baslandig donem olan Augustus Donemi'nin sonlonnda, yapilann basit bir bigimde insa edildig
giriilmektedir, Augustus Dinemi sonrasi yapilan columbarium mezarlarn daha iler fonksiyvonlar
kazandhi, Tibenan sonrast yamlan columbarium mezarlann ise toprak tstid columbarium mezarlara
evrildigi girilmektedir (Borbonus, 2004). Yer alt eolumbarium mezarlar, Augustus Dinemi nde ortaya
gthknus benzersiz yapilar olup, bir va da iki nesil boyunea vaplagelmislerdir. Columbarium mezarlar
mimarn tasanm olarak gomi nislerinin benzer veya cgit sekil ve binyiiklikie vapildig vapilardir, Bu
sayede her bir nise verlestirilen kigiler gorsel olarak aym seviyede bulunmaktadirlar. Defin nislerinin
bagimsie birer nig olarak kazinus olmalan onlan bitbinnden bagimsie Kilmamakadir, Arka arkava
dizilmis, tekrarlanan nisler sonsuz bir birliktelik hissini tim columbarium mezar igerisine gorsel olarak
yaymaktadir, Tiim columbarium mezarlann onjinal kapasitelerinin, kullamm siirelerinin ve ortalama
oliilm orammin kestirimi ile niifus biyikliging hesaplamak mimkin olabilir. Columbarium
mezarlanmn miman tasanmlan kendilerine has bir karakteristige sahiptir ve benzersizdir, bununla
birlikte toplu defin arganizasyonlan da yine columbarium mezarlarla birlikte ortaya gikoug ve sadece
buralarda uygulanmstir. Columbarium mezarlann gencllikle collegia adiyla bilinen bir organizasyon
tarafindan idare edildigi bilinmektedir, Sosyal kuliipler olarak da degerlendinlebilecck collegialann en
dnemli fonksivonu defin islemleri idi (Borbonus, 2014). Columbarium mezarlar vilin belirli giinlerinde
dlitlerin akrabalan tarafindan ziyaret edilirdi, Resim 6'da bir columbarium mezarda gergeklesen ziyvaret
resmedilmastir,

Resim 6: Lowis Hector Leroux Sanatsal Columbarium Cizimi, Boma Appian Y olundoki Columbarium
Mezarda Anne ve Oglu, Musee de la Pnncene, 1875,
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Her bir ume miginin genellikle pismis topraktan vaplmg, aga kapatilms ve genellikle iki tane
alii kiilii saklama kab (urne) igerdigi bilinmektedir, Niglerin miktan, bilgede yasayan elit olmayan
toplumun Gltim ve defin kapasitesine dair bir fikir verebilmektedir. Columbarium mezar duvarfanindaki
meczar nigler bir ila on arasinda degisen siralar halinde kazhrds, bu nisler baa drneklerde Giggen seklinde
olabilmektedir ve her bir nis bir ila alt arasinda degisen toprak kap igerchilmektedir (Resim 14, 41),
{Borbonus, 2014},

Columbarivm mezarlarn genellikle Roma'ya giden anayollanin yakinlannda inga edildiklen
bilinmektedir. Columbarivm mezarlar her ne kadar yer altinda insa edilmis olsalar da, ana yoldan
saparak columbarium mezarlara ulagmaya galisan bir ziyvaretginin bu yapilan fark edebilecegi kadar
disandan gériinen bir kisimlan da var idi. Ziyaretgi, disandan gérdiigi vaplar ile hangi columbarium
mezarin kendi ailesine ait oldugunu bilebiliyordu, Columbarium mezarlarin kilitlenebilic bir kapilan
bulunuyordu. Cevreyle olan girsel bafimsizhk, yerlesim yerlerinden fark edilmeyen yapilarnimin aksine
columbarium mezarlann igi tam bir kitlesel téren alamdir, Roma Dinemi anitsal mezarlar, iginde yatan
kiginin sanina uygun sekilde gésterigh yambirlardi, ancak gieden mak columbarium mezarlarda boyle
bir kayg bulunmamakia ve gérsel agidan oldukga sade olmaktadirlar, Columbarium mezarlann yapilig
sekilleri  incelendiginde minimum  malivetle maksimum  kapasite  hedeflendigi  anlasilmaktadir
(Borbonus, 2014),

Columbariem mezarlann ¢evreden izole vapitan sayesinde, hem mahrem hem de toplu 8lim
yid etme alam Gzellikleri tagirtar. Columbarium mezarlar, sakinlerinin 8ldm ya da dogum giinlerinde ya
dini tatil ghinlerinde {parentalia) #ivaretgi akimno ugrarlard:. Her ne kadar zivaretgileri olsa da yer alunda
olmalari, gevreden izole olmalan nedeni ile gérece zivaretgi sayilan hep dilsiik olmustur. Bu giinlerde
columbarium mezarlara genellikle giiller birakilirken, glniimiize kadar ulagsan pigmis topraktan yvapilnug
lambalar da bulunmugtur, Bu lambalanin dlindn columbarium mezar gibi karanhk oftama yolunu
bulabilmesi inanema dayanilarak hedive edildifi bilinmekiedir. Lambalar saver veterli alan varsa
niglerin igerisine yoksa nislerin fnine veya sttunlarm yakilarak dizilivlerdi, ortamda bir hugu olusturup
gelen kitleyi teskin ederdi. Bu deel ghnlerde ayrica columbarium mezarlann disindan bir tiinel
igerisinden (libasyon olugu) defin alamna sarap dékildigi de bilinmektedir (Resim 18), (Borbonus,
2014).

Columbarium mezarlann bir anda ortaya gktoklanm disinmek dofru degildir, gorinim
benzerlikleri dikkate alimdifmda columbarium mezarlann bir yapdan esinlendigi dissiiniilebilir.
Etriisklere ait oldugu éne sirilen columbarium mezarlar, kayadan kesilmis dairesel yapilardir ve
iglerinde kare va da tiggen formlu, ¢ok sayida dizensiz nisler bulunur. Etriisklere tarihlendirilen bu
yapilar kentlerden weakta, erisimi zor olan alanlarda gok savida bulunmakiadirlar (Borbonus, 2014).
Resim 7°de ralya’da ver alan ve Etriiskler wrafindan yapildigt bilinen columbarium mezarindan bir
gorsel yer almaktadir.
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Resim 7: Errlisk Columbarium Mezar Omegi, Giney Toskana, halya,

Baz columbarium mezarlanin kendi igerisinde ¢ok sayida i¢ odaya sahip oldugu, bu odatann
kaplanmin zamaminda kapal oldugu anlasilmakiadir, bu odalann aileler veva farkh gruplar igin
olusturalmus Gzel columbarium mezar 1¢ odalan oldugu disinilmektedir (Borbonus, 20143,

Bilinmektedir ki columbarium mezar sakinleri defin, kremasyon ve cenaze toremi gibi
harcamalar igin columbarium mezar yonetimine bir miktar para ddemckte idi. Columbariem mezarlarda
mezar niglerinin altina bir plaka tzerinde kiginin bilgilen yazilmakta, bazi columbarium mezarlarda ise
kisinin ismi dogrudan ume Ozerinde vaximaktayd:, Baz dnemli columbariom mezar sakinlen ise bunun
da dtesinde bax sahsi malzemelerini de columbarium mezara koydurabilivordu, Columbarium mezara
defnedilen her bir insan, kremasyon sonras) kalan killerin igine konuldugu pismis topraktan yapilmg
kaplarn depolanabildigi bir ume nigine sahip olmakta idi. Bununla birlikte columbarium mezar
sakinlerinin columbarium mezarda urne nigi kazmalanna da miisaade edilmekteydi. Columbarium
mezar insa eden ve yoneten merkezler. tiim columbarium mezar sakinlerinin esit hizmet almasing ve esit
muamele géirmesini garanti altina aliyorlard:, Pratikte columbarium mezara gomillecek olan kigilere yer
tahsisi tamamen rastgele yvaplmamakta idi, Ome@in bir columbarium mezar vonetimi gekilis
diizenleverck sansh Kisive alt tane yer segme hakkr vermistir. Bunun da otesinde bazi columbarium
mezar yonetimleri iyi verleri parayla satmistir { Borbonus, 2014),

Columbarium mezariar, Roma’min son dénemlerinde Hnstivanhk akimlanmm artmas: ile sona
eren kremasyon gelene ardindan kullamm disn kalmuglardir, Baz columbarium mezardar ise
inhumasyon gomii igin kullamlacak sekilde adapte edilmislerdir, bunun igin columbarium mezarlann
zeminlenine ve duvarlanna genis defin nislen va da qukurlan kamlomg veya nigler penislenlerck
birlestirilmis ve beden sigacak hale getinlmiglerdir (Resim 17), {Borbonus, 2014),
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Koramagz Vadisi Columbarivm Mezarlan

Bu galiymada Koramaz Vadisi igerisinde bulunan Afimas Mahallesi simirlan igerisinde kalan
yerelde Akbin Deresi olarak adlandinlan bilgede vodunlasan ama tim vadi igerisinde dagilig olarak
bulunan toplam 21 adet columbarium mezar oldufu diglinilen insan eli ile kayaya oyulmug yapilar
incelenmistie, Bu yapilarin 18 tancsinin tek bir bolgede bitisik olarak yapildiklan géridmekiedir, Fakat
vadi igerisine dagilan 3 rane farkh konumda columbarium mezar da bu galismada incelenmistir, bu
durum ashnda olasi yeni columbarium mezirlann ortaya gikanlabilecegini gostermekiedie. Resim 8de
columbarium mezarlarin Koramaz Vadisi icerisindeki dagiliom  gorilmektedir. C5, €6 ve O7
columbarium mezarlarnmn gerive kalan 18 columbarium mezardan veakta konumlandig goriilmektedir.
Bu columbarium mezarlanin gevresinde vaplacak detayli arastirmalan takiben veni columbarium
mezarlann bulunabilecedi disiinibmektedir. Resim @da ise Resim 8'de konumlan detayh olarak
giriilemeyen 18 columbarium mezar avrea gisterilmektedir.

Resim 9: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlan (Akbin Bolgesi)
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Koramaz Vadisi'nde yer alan columbarium mezarlara dair ilk tespit Eric Gilli tarafindan
gergeklegtiilmigtir, Ancak Gilli'nin galismasi sadece bir dn tespinen ibarettiv ve genel ifadeler
igermektedie (Gilli, 2017). Koramaz Vadisi'ndeki kaya oyma yapilar bir biittin ofarak incelendiginde
ashnda yaplann zamania sirekli fonksiyon degistindiZi gorilmektedir. Ormegin Roma Dénemi’nde
kaya mezar olarak yapilmus bir kava mezann zamanla kiliseye doniistiigt va da columbarium mezar
olarak kullamlmig bir yvapimin fonksivonumu yitirdikten sonra zamanla dogal olarak givereinlik olarak
kullamldi@ durumlar séz konusu olmustur {Resim 25). Bir diger senaryoda ise columbarium mezar
somradan sira haneye déniistiirilmistir (Resim 36). Bélgede ver alan vapilann giivercinlik olarak cle
almdi@n galismalar literatiirde meveuttur { Karakaya, 2004).

Columbarium mezarlann ilk vapilis amaglan her ne kadar toplu defin alanlan olsa da zamanla
Foma'da Hnstivanhk akinlan ile birlikte kremasvon gelenc@i terk edilince vapilar fonksivonsuz
kalmislardir, insanlar bu vapilan tavanlanna agtiklan bacalar ve gesith modifikasyonlar ile glivercinlik
olarak kullanmava devam etmislerdir,

Baz columbarium mezarfarn zemininde inhumasyon gomilme igin defin qukurlan agildif
gorilmektedir. Koramaz Vadisi'ndeki columbarium mezarlann saglam olarak giiniimiize kadar
ulagabilmis olanlannda ortak bir kapr mimarisi kullanslmistir. Vadideki birgok columbarium mezann
giris kismu yol gahismalan ve dogal korozyon nedeni ile yok olmugtur (Resim 27), Columbarium mezann
ginginde dikdrgen planh bir odaya ulasilmaktachr, bu odamn fonksivonu bilinmemekle birlikie anit
mezann tiren odasi olabileced distintilmektedir (Resim 1), Bu odadan gegilen baska bir kapo ile
columbarium mezar odasma wlagilmaktadir. Bu miman anlayisin ashnda tim columbarium mezarlar
igin ortak oldufu iddia edilebilir. zira karsilama odasi olmadan dogrodan girilen columbarium
mezarlann girig kisimlanm yikiloug oldugu gozlemlenmekiedir. Ayrica vadi igerisinde yer alan
columbarium mezarlann tamam ya kubbeli ya da dikddrigen planli mimaride insa edilmislerdir.
Columbarium mezarlarin tamaminda benzer mimari yaklagun tespit edilmistir. Bu durum gbz éndine
alindi@inds Koramaz Vadisi'ndeki tiim columbarium mezarlann ortak bir mimarn anlavisla inga
cdildiklen iddia edilebilir. Resim 10°da kapisi giniimuze kadar ulasabilmis columbarium mezarlann
bazilarmda goriilen ortak kapr mimarisi gosterilmigtir,

Resim 10: Koramae Vadisi Columbarium Mezan Ormek Giris Kapist (Resim 26°dan Esinlenenck
Cizalmisgtir)
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Resim 11: Bir Oda Igerisinden Kapist Kinlmg Columbarium Mezar Oddasi { Resim 48)

Baz columbarium mezarlarin igerisinde niglerin birlestirildigi, inhumasyon ya da mumyalama
igin genig nigler olugturuldufu da goriilmiigtiie. Resim 12°de bu duruma Srnck bir illistrasyon ver

almakadir,
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Resim 12: Nislerin Birlegtirilerck Inhumasyon va da Mumyalama Tird 010 Gimme gin Yeniden
Diizenlenmesine Dair Ornek {Resim 37)

Ban columbarium mezarlann doha sonm kilise ya do sirn hane olarak da kellanddige
gorillmigtie (Resim 36). Baa columbarium mezarlara ise sonmadan nisler cklendigi deensiz isgilikien
anlasilabilmektedir (Resim 52), Zemini moloz ile ortilt olmayan tim Columbariumlar Mezarlarda
silolar gaze carpmustir, bu silolann savisi baz columbarum mezarfarda altiva kadar (Columbarium C8)
ulagmakiadr, yapilacak kaz ve aragtirmalar ile ashnds zeminlerde ¢ok daha fazla sayida siloya
ulasilacag asikirdir (Resim 42, 49). Kormamaz Vadisi'ndeki columbarium  mezarlann - biiyiik
sogunlugunun tavamnda sonradan kinlarak agildi@ agikea gorilen givercinlik bacalan yer almaktadir
(Resim 47, 50, 32, 56), Guvercinlik bacalannda kullamlan taglar vine vadinin tstiinde ver alan platoda
yer alan fas ocaklann  kesilerck  getinlmistir,  Ancak bam  columbarium  mezarlarda  baca
bulunmamaktadir (Resim 36, 39, 60). Bu duorum ashnda tiim columbarium mezarlann giivercinlige
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doniigtiilmedigini gbstermekiedir. Columbarium mezar odas: igeriden incelendiginde, amtsal bir
vapiva yakigacak sckilde oldukea dzenli bir isilikle inga edildifi goriilmekiedin, fakal bacalarin bu
kadar dzenle vapiloms yvapimin tavaminin merkezinde dahi olmamalan, kinlarak agilmg olmalan bu
bacalann sonradan agildiklarim bariz bir bigimde teyit ctmektedir (Resim 41, 52). Resim 13 de ver alan
illiistrasyon Resim 52°de gosterilen fotofrafa aittic ve tavana dogru daralarak yitkselen migler oldukea
etkilevici bir tarz olusturmaktadir.
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Resim 13: Omek Bir Columbarium Mezar Odas: Igi (Resim 52)

Koramaz Vadisi columbarium mezarlannin igerisinde ver alan niglerin dggen va da yarm elips
formunda kaaldig gorillmektedir. Resim 52°de yanim elips formda nigler ver alirken Resim 427 de ggen
formlu nigler gériinmekredic, Resim 427 nin illistrasyvonu asagida ver alan Resim 147 de gosteri imektedir.

Resim 14: Uggen Nisli Bir Columbarium Mezan (Resim 42)

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
Volume 14 Isswe 3, 2009



Koramaz Vadisi Columbanum Mezarlan 687

-

Resim 15: Omek Bir Columbarium Mezan {Resim 54)

Koramaz Vadisi columbarium merarlannda libasyon olufu da bulunmaktadir (Resim 41).
Ortalama 10 cm gapmda olan bu inee ve ueun oluklar, disandan dogrudan columbarium mezarm igine
agilmaktadir. Bu bacalanin Seellikle dlileri anma ghnlerinde Slillerin sevdikleri tarafindan Slilere
sevdikleri saraptan ikram ctmek igin kullamldiklan bilinmektedir (Resim 18), (Borbonus, 2014). Bax
columbarium mezarlarda bu bacalardan iki tane bulundugu (C2 Columbarium) goriilmistir.,
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Resim 16: Ornek Bir Columbarium Mezan Ici
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Resim 17 Farkh Tiirden Nisler Banndiran Bir Columbarium Mezan (Resim 32)

Caligmaya konu olan 21 adet columbarium mezann detayh dlgiim ve tamlama bilgileri ek 3'de
sunulmaktadir. Ancak ortalamalar giz Gniine abndiznds Koramaz Vadisi'ndeki  columbarium
mezarlann tarifi soyle vapilabilir: Columbarium mezar odasi ortalama zemin dlgileri “420x347 cm™ dir.
Odalarn ortalama yiksekligi 447 cm’dir. Her bir columbarium mezar odasinda ortalama 144 adet
columbarium ume nigi bulunmaktadir. Tim columbarium mezarlarda sile ve libasyon olugu
bulunmaktadir. Zeminde yer alan silolann kapak ¢aplan ortalama 63,8 em olup derinfikleri onalama
150 em’dir. Giris kapilan ortalama = 106x | 88(viikseklik) em™ olglisiindedir. Mezar nislerinin ortalama
genislign 28,60 em olup viukseklikler 29,55 cm'dir.
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1 W

Resim 18: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezan Omef

Resim 19: Urne ve Columbarium Urne Nisi
Givercinlikler ve Columbarium Mezarlar Arasindaki Farklar

Kayseri'de vizlerce wildir glivercin vetistinciligi yapildign bilinmektedir. Gitvercin, vilksek
verimli gtibresi ile her zaman gifigiler igin degerli olmustur. Gilivercin, Roma’da da Bizans ta da kutsal
bir hayvan olarak gortlmigor, X, yieylda Bizans'ta yazlan Geoponica adh yirmi kitaphk
koleksiyonda giivercin yetigtiriciligi diye de bir bélim bulummakeadir, Bu bilimde; giivercinligin nasil
inga edilmesi gerektigi dmek bir tasarim ile ele almmakta, Gzellikle vabani hayvanlarin erismesine engel
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olacak bir noktada yaprlmasimn gerekhi oldugue, kapisinm gok kiigiik yapilmasimn gerektigi, igerisine
nadiren insamn girmesi gercktigl, igerisine giivercinler igin su igecek kiivetler yapilmasi gercktigi
anlatilmaktadir. Hatta baz hastabklann tedavisinde yaveu gilivercinlerden istifade edildigi yine bu
kitapta anlatilmaktadir [Owen, 1806).  Biyikouhg galismasinda Gesi bélgesinde wer alan
giivercinliklerin daha once kilise ya da manasur olarak kullamlan yapilann déndstirilmesi ile
yapildiklanm  gdelemlemistic (Biyukmihg, 2006). Yine Biyikmuhgr galigmasinda  giivercinlik
kapilarimn bir insanin rahatga girip gikabilmesi igin oldukga dar oldugunu bilditmekiedir. Kayseri'nin
dnemli bir glihergile Gretim merkezi oldugu bilinmektedir, Givercin giibresinden elde edilen Gihergile
adl kimyasal madde barut vapiminda kullamlmistir, Githergile Osmanl igin o kadar dnemlidic ki
Githergile Naarh@ kurulmugtur (Hitlagii, 2000), Kayseri'nin zaten gegmigsten gelen bir columbarnum
mezar envantering sahip olmas) ve bunlann kolayea giivercinlige dindistinilebilmelen hig sliphesiz
Kaysen'nin glihergile dretiminde avantaj elde etmesini saglanugtir.

Resim 20: Koramaz Vadisi'nde Bulunan Omek Bir Giivercinlik

Yukarida da detaylan ile anlandan gerekgeler ile columbarium mezarlann givercinlikler ile
karigtinimas: oldukga olasidir. Koramaz Vadisi'nde orijinal fonksiyon olarak giivercinlik geklinde insa
edilmis yaprlar da bulunmaktadie ki bu yapilar ile columbarivm mezarlar kiyaslandiginda bariz
farkliliklar géze garpmaktadie. Givercinliklerin gins kapilan yabani hayvanlann girmemesi igin
oldukga kiigik yapilmaktadir, bununla beraber glivercinliklerin tavan yikseklikleni columbarium
mezarfar kivasla daha kisadir, avnica givercinlik mislen gok drensiz bir isgilikle yapilmislardir, Oysa
columbarium mezarlann, gosterish gins kapilan, porece vitksek tavanlan ve ince isgilikle oyvulmus ig
mekin ve nigleri bulunmaktadir (Resim 68). Fakat bugiin herhangi bir columbarium mezan
incelendiginde yap kolavea giivercinlik zannedilebilir mira columbanum mezarlanin hemen hemen
tamanm tavanlannda sonradan agildi@ ¢ok agik gorilen, igindeki zarif isgiligi bozarak OGzensizce
kinlarak agildign anlasilan ve merkezde olmayan baca delikleni ile givercinlik olarak kullamilmslardir.
Columbarium mezarlann kapilan ise dnilerek daraltlms giivercinlige uvgun hale getinlmisgtir,

Columbarium mezar nigleni giivercinlik miglenne kivasla oldukega dizgtn bigimde ve dizilimde
kaziimuglardir. Avrica columbarium mezarlanin i mekinlan banz bir bigimde anisal miman anlavis
ile yapilmuglardir. Givercinliklerde ise dogal olarak yiksek maliyetli iggilikten kagimlnmg ve zaten
ihtivag da olmadi@ iizere Gzensiz bir i¢ tasanm ortaya giknustir. Bazi columbarium mezarlann
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tavanlarnda ve duvarlannda stisleme amagh nigler giriilmistiir. Bu niglerin duvarlann kdselerinden
baglayip tavamin merkezinde birlestiklen ve itina ile yapildiklan gorilmektedir.

= et
P lgin Kelali ]
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Horikan Tavandan
Lrming Dusan Eayala

Resim 21: Sonradan Giivercinlige Dindigtiiriilen Omek Bir Columbarium Mezar

Koramaz Vadisi nde ver alan ve onjinal fonksiyvonu giivercinhik oldugu agikga belli olan g adet
arnck yapi da kivaslama vapilabilmesi ading bu caligmada degerlendirilmistic, Séz konusu g adet
giivercinlik Vekse ve Kiiglik Biiringiiz kévil sinirlan i¢erisinde yer almaktadir, Bu glivercinliklerin
tamaminda benzer bir mimari siz konusudur, Tim givercinliklerin giris kapisi oldukga dardir ve
ortalama dlgiisi “42.5x72.5 em” dir. Burada dikkat edilirse columbarium mezar kaplan bir insamin
rahatga  girebilecefi dlgilerde insa edilmis iken glvercinlik kapisinda ancak  siiriinerek igeri
ginlebilmektedir, bunun en dnemli nedemt yabami hayvanlann givercinlikten uzak tutulmasidir,
Givercinliklenn ortalama tavan viksckh@nin 156 cm oldugu dlgtlmistir, columbarium mezarlarda
447 cm’ ik bir tavan yiiksekligi soz konusudur. Glivercinliklerin her birinde ortalama 50 adet tiinek yer
almakta iken columbarium mezarlarda bu sayr 144°diir, Givercinliklerin igi deensiz ve digik malivetli
bir tggilikle oyulmustur, tinekler ve iy mimari igin tabian pere@i oldukga Seensizdir. Columbarium
muezarlarda ghvercinliklerde girillmeyen zemine gomiili silolar gok sayida bulunmaktadir. Tim bu
hususlar gz dniinde bulundurularak i1k fonksivonu glvercinlik olan bir yapi ile sonradan givercinlige
dontistirilmis columbarium mezar yapisi ayirt edilebilmektedir.
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Sonug

Kavseri ‘nin Erken Tung Cag'ndan gintimiee kadar stirekly iskan gordigi, bir donem de Roma
yonetiminde bulundugu bilinmektedir. Kayseri sehir merkezinin 20 km kuzey dogusunda yer alan
Koramaz Vadisi 12 km vzunlugu ve Roma'ya kadar weanan geemisi dle Tirkive'nin en Gnemii
vadilerinden binsidir. Bu vadi igensinde yer alan gok sayida Bizans Donemi'ne tarihlenen kaya kilise
ve Roma Dinemi'ne tarihlenen kaya mezar bilgenin tarihi derinlifine ve dnemine isaret etmektedir.
MNitekim vadinin Bizans Dinemi'nde dnemli yollann Gizerinde bulundufiu da bilinmektedir. Bu
calismada Koramaz Vadisi'nde yer alan toplam 21 adet columbarium mezann tespiti ve teknik
incelemesi yapilnustir. Columbarium mezarlanin zamanla givercinlife donistiirildiikleri bilinmekie ve
siklikla givercinlikle kangtirilmaktadirlor, bu gahgmada glvercinlik ile columbarium  merarlar
arasindaki farklar da agik bir bigimde ortaya konulmus ve Koramaz Vadisi columbarium mezarfan
takdim edilmistir.

Bu ¢ahismaya konu olan yirmi bir adet columbarium mezar detayli olarak Glgiilmils ve ek 3°de
detaylariyla takdim edilmistir. Yapilan Slgimlerden elde edilen ortalama veriler isifinda Koramaz
Vadisi'ndeki columbarium mezarlan su sckilde tarif etmek miimkiindir: Columbarium mezar odas:"min
zemininin ortalama dlglst “420x347 cm™ dir. Mezar odalannin ortalama yiikseklifi 447 cmdir. Her bir
columbarium mezar odasinda ortalama 144 adet columbarium urne nisi bulunmaktadir, Columbarium
mezarlarin tamaminda silo ve libasyon oluklan bulunmakitadie. Zeminde ver alan silolarin kapak caplan
ortalama 63,8 cm olup derinlikleri ortalama 150 em’dir, Girig kapilan ortalama “106x 1 88(viikseklik)
em” dlgisimdedir. Ume niglerinin ortalama genigligi 28,60 cm olup viksekliklen 29,55 cm’dir,

Calisma kapsaminda incelenen dg adet giivercinlifin girig kapilanmin ortalama “42,5x72.5 em™
oldugu tespit edilmigtir. Bu girls kapist columbarium mezar kapilarna gire oldukea dardir,
Giivercinliklenin onalama tavan yitksekligi 156 cm’dir, columbarium mezarlar ile kivaslanacak olursa
bu tavan yitksekligi oldukea digik kalmaktadir. Giivercinliklerin her birinde ortalama 50 adet timek
bulunmasing ragmen columbarivm mezarlarda ortalama 144 adet urne nigi yer almaktadir.

Bilgede yamlacak ileri arastirmalar, arkeolojik kazlar bu cabismada bahsedilen columbarium
mezarlarin gegmisine dair daha net bilgileri sunacaktir. Columbarium mezarlanin igensinde bulunacak
urne pargalar, kil kalintilan gibi arkeolojik malzemeler ile bu ¢cahismadaki iddialar teyit edilebilecek ve
tam tariblendirme vapilmasi da miimkiin olacakur. Yapilacak tleri arastimmalar ile hem Koramaz
Vadisi'nin farklh kesimlerinde hem de Kayseri'deki farkly vadiler icenisinde columbarium mezarlann
bulunabilecedi &n goriilmektedir.
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Ek 1. Fotograflar

Resim 23: Columbarium Mezarlann Yakininda Bulunan Khamosorion Tipi Kaya Mezarlar
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Resim 24: Roma Déinemi'ne At Oldugu Diiginilen Anit Mezar Girig Kapis
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Resim 25: Roma Déinemi “ne Ait Oldugu Digantlen Ann Mezar Girig Kapis (Sonrada Kiliseye
Dénustirulmustir)

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
Volume 14 Issue 3. 2019



696 Bilgin YAZLIK

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
Volume 14 Issue 3, 219



Koramaz Vadisi Columbarnum Mezaran 697

Ek 2. Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezar Haritalan

AKEIN VADISI KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 2
Agimas, Melikgaz, Kayseri
Gizim: Ezgi Tok (Haziran 2015)

a'mag

Resim 28: Koramez Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlanmin Haritass (1, 13, 20) (Kayseri Yer Aln Yapalan Envaner,
Tkinci Ara Rapor (2015))
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Resim 29: Koramax Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlanmin Haritas: (2,9, 10, 11, 12, [8) (Kayseri Yer Alu Yapilan

Envanteri, lkinci Ara Rapor (2015))
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Resim 30: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlarsmn Haritass (14, 13, 16, 17, 19) (Kayseri Yer Aln Yaplan
Envanteri, Ikinci Ara Rapor (2015))
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Resim 31: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlan Hartas (21) (Kaysen Yer Al Yaplan Envanteri, lkinei
Ara Rapor (2015))
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Ek 3. Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlar
Kaodu Cl
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii
Apiklamalar  Yapi, vadi yamaciun yurnugak tif kavalan igerisine girilecek sekilde oyulmustur. Girig

kapisi yol gabigmalan esnasinda ¢kmils yapinin, meveut ging kapis ashinda bir ig oda
kapisidir, 100 em genigliginde ve 212 em vitksekligindeki girs kapsinin gevresinde
sislemeler gore carpmaktadir, kapr bativa bakmaktadir. Bu kapinm ardinda dikdéngen
plank, “1030x383 cm™ dlgllerinde tavam iglemeli ve duvarlan az sayda ume nigi
barmdiran bir oda bulunmaktadir. Bu oda sonradan alur olarak kullambmak maksady ile
yakmn zamanda gemsletilmistir. Giris kapisindan igeni girdikten sonra hemen sagda ging
kaps dlgiilerinde, yukarist yanm daire geklinde olan dikdérigen ve bir kismi kinloug bir
kapr bulunmaktadir, Bu kapr zemini “393x571 em™ dlgtilerinde kubbesel mimariye sahip
bir columbarium mezar odasina agilmaktadir. Duvarlannda 200 civannda ume nisi ver
almaktadir, bu nigler oldukga yvipranmig durumdadir, genel olarak tiggen ya da vanm daire
formunda kazlmistardir ve ortalama “20x20 ¢m™ Glgtilerindedirler. Bazi mislerin zaman
igerisinde birlestirilerck dikdorigen ya da oval scklinde biiyitildigi gorilmekiedir. Bu
alanlarin Glilerden kalan esyalann, kemiklerin ya da Slilere getirilen hediyelerin
saklandify alanlar aldufiu 6n gorilebilir. Zeminden yukarya dogru daralan bir yapiya
sahip olan bu vapinin tavam kubbe seklindedir, Kubbenin giirece daha iscilikli yapilmig
oldugu ve kivasla pliriiesiiz bir zemine sahip oldufu gbriilmektedic. Zeminden tavana
dogru ilerlerken yapiyi yatayda ikive bilen 10 em kalinhfinda bir nig goze carpmaktadir.
Tavan yiiksekligi 571 em olup tavanda merkesde olmayan, kirilma usulii ile agilmis olan
70 em civarindan bir baca deligi bulunmaktadir. Baca deliginin zeminin yukansmda ver
alan kismi ise sonradan taglarla Grilerek baca haline getirilmistic. Bu baca deliklerine
bilgedeki tim columbarium mezar yapilannda mstanmakiadir. Bacalann merkezde
olmamast, dizensiz bir bicimde kinlarak agilms olmasi bu bacalann sonradan
agildiklarina isaret etmektedir. Yapimn zemininde yvaklasik 60 cm kapak agiz genisligine
sahip bir yer alti deposu (silo) bulunmaktadie, buramn vaklasik 120 cm civannda bir
derinlife sahip olduge diginilmektedir (su an dibi toprak ile dolu durumdadir). Bu
depolarin yanmamig insan kemiklerinin ve anl hale gelmis kiil kaplannin depolanmasi
maksadi ile kullanildifn tahmin edilmektedir. Yaps igerisinde inili ufakh ok sayida
seramik pargasi goriilebilmektedir. Bu vapimin kuzey duvanmin bitisiginde bir dikddrigen
oda daha bulunmaktadir. Bu odada diggen seklinde mezar nigleri yer almaktadir. Yap su
anda hayvan bannags olarak kullanilmakiadie. Bu yapimin birkag odadan olugan bir
columbarium mezar oldugu agikir,
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Kodu
Konumu
Agiklama

Resim 32: C1 Columbarium Mezan ¢

C2

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ni Mevkii

Yap, vadi vamacimin vumusak (il kavalan igerisine ginlecek sekilde oyulmustur, Ging
kamsi vol cabismalan esnasinda ¢okmis vapimin, meveut ginis kapis ashnda bir ig oda
kapsidir, 104 cm gemislifinde ve 178 cm vitksekli@indeki gins kapisimn gevresinde
stslemeler ve rastgele ovulmus merzar nislert gdze ¢arpmaktadir, kapn  giineve
bakmaktadir. Bu kapinin ardinda dikdortgen planh, yaklagik * 1460450 cm™ dlgiilerinde
bir oda bulunmaktadir. Girig kapisindan igeri girdikten sonra hemen sagda giris kapisi
lgilerinde, yukaris: varim daire seklinde olan dikdtrigen bir kapr bulunmaktadir. Bu kap
zemini “305x290 em™ olglilerinde kubbesel mimariye sahip bir columbarium mezar
odasina agilmaktadir. Duvarlannda 70 civarinda wme nigi ver almaktadir, bu nigler genel
olarak dizgiin Gggen formunda kazslmiglardic ve ortalama “28x24 em” blgilerindedirler.
Odamin iki duvarimn vaklasik | metre derinliginde yarim daire seklinde genigletildigi
goriilmektedir, bu girint igerisinde vine gok sayida ume nist yer almaktadie, ayrica nigler
igerisinde bir tane de ™ 120x 120 em” dlgtlerinde genis bir nig ver almaktadie. Zeminden
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yukanya dogru daralan bir yapiya sahip olan bu yapinm tavam kubbe  seklindedir.
Kubbenin girece daha isgilikli yapilmis oldugu, simetrik toplam dort adet 4060 cm”
dlgilerinde nig banndirdifr ve kivasla pliriizsiiz bir zemine sahip oldugu gbrilmektedir.
Zeminden tavana dogru ilerlerken yapiyr yatayda ikiye bolen. zeminden 287 cm yukanda
ver-alan ve 10 cm kahinhZinda bir nig pdze carpmaktadir. Tavan yikseklii 497 em olup
tavanda merkerde olmayan, kinlma vsulil ile agilimyg olan 70 em gapinda bir baca deligi
bulunmaktadir. Yap igerisinde bir zemin deposu bulunamamistir, zemin yikilmig kaya
pargalan dile doludur. Yap igerisinde irili wlakh cok savida seramik  pargasi
girlilebilmektedir, Yapmm avan blimiinde 10 em ve 20 cm capinda iki adet diga
baglant saglayan libasyon olugu bulunmakiadir, Bu bacalanm columbarium mezar odas
icerisine sarap akitmak igin kullanildig tahmin edilmektedir,
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Kaodu
Konumu
Apiklama

Resim 34: C2 Columbarium Mezan l¢i

C3

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii Giineyi

Yap, vadi yamacimn yumusak wf kayalan igensine ginilecek sckilde oyulmustur,
Yapimn giriy kapsi toprak altmdadir, tavana yakm bir bolgesi ¢okmiistiir ve buradan
yapiya ginlmektedic, Yapimim kapisi kureye bakmakta olup, toprak alundan girindiigii
kadan ile ¢evresi islemeli bir kapidie, Yap “895x361 cm™ dlgilerinde dikdartgen planh
bir oda seklinde kazlomghr, Yapimn giiney duvan bolgesinde dikdértgen bir girinti yer
almaktadir. Girintinin tabam sonradan havue seklinde ovulmustur. Yap incelendiginde
bu havuzun bir kanalla daba kiigiik bir havuza dar bir kanal ile baglandigi gonilmektedir.,
Bagta columbarium mezar olarak kullanilan yapinin sonradan sira haneye déniistinildiigi
sonradan yapilan havuzlardan anlagilimaktadir. Duvarlannda 75 civannda urne nigi yer
almaktadir, bu nigler olduk¢a yipranmms duromdadir, genel olarak yipranmis kare ve vanm
daire formunda kazilmglardir ve onalama “30x25 cm™ élgilerindedirler. Yap igerisinde
verden 50 em yitkscklikte duvarda “180x30 em™ genigliginde biyik bir niy daha
giriilmektedir. Yapida 100 cm gapinda bir baca king bulunmaktadie. Yap icerisinde bir
zemin depesu bulunamamigtie, zemin yikilmig kaya parcalan dile doludur. Yap igerisinde
irili ufakl ¢ok sayida seramik pargas: gorilebilmekiedic. Yapuun tavan vilksekligi 310
cnydir,
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Resim 36: C3 Columbarium Mezan gl
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Aciklama

4

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii Giineyi

Yapi, vadi yamacin yumusak 1if kayalan igerisine girilecek sekilde oyulmustur, Girig
kapisimn bilyilk kisnm toprak altundadir. Girig kapisina yaklagik ikiser metre mesafede
dggen fomunda ve g metre weunlugunda azalan vikseklikl iki duvar ile olugtonslmos
bir agik hava girig hold bulunmaktadie, Bu giris balimi, kutsal bir mekiina giris vapildig
hissini uyandiwmaktadir. Sadece birkag columbarium mezan Grneginde ayakta kalmig bu
girig ks hoeliniin ashnda tim columbarium mezarlarda var oldugunu diginebiliriz,
Bugiin yikilmg giris kapilanmin gevresinde bu duvarlann izlerine rastlamak miimkiindiir.
Toprak altindaki kisnu da dahil olmak dizere yaklagik 105 em geniglifinde ve 160 cm
yiiksekligindeki dist kisom yarim daire seklindeki girig kapisimin gevresinde siislemeler
goze garpmaktadir, kapr kuzeye bakmaktadir, Bu kapinn ardinda dikdortgen planh,
vaklagik “600x400 cm” Glgilerinde tavam islemeli ve duvarlan az sayida ume nigi
barmdiran bir oda bulunmaktadir. Duvarlarda hayvan beslemek igin wzun ve genis
kanallar oyuldugu gortilmektedir, Girig kapisindan igeri girdikten sonra hemen sagda giris
kapisi élgiilerine benzer Glgiilerde yukarisi vanm daire geklinde olan dikdéngen ve bir
kism kinlomg bir kapr daha bulunmaktadir. Bu kapr zemini “370x370 em™ dlgllerinde
kubbesel mimariye sahip bir columbarium mezar odasina agilmaktadir. Duvarlannda 175
civarinda urne nisi ver almaktadir, bu nisler olduk¢a yipranms durumdadir, genel olarak
yarim daire formunda kazilmislardir ve oralama “26x23 em™ Slgilerindedirler. Mezar
nigleri ortasinda “250x100 cm™ Olgllerinde dikdbrigen bir nis dikkati cekmektedir.
Bununla birlikte bir tane de 50 em taban 50 cm yitkseklik Slgiisiine sahip bir yarim daire
scklinde nis de yer almaktadir, Buralann dlilerden kalan esyalann, kemiklerin, belki de
mumyalanmig bedenlerin ya da Sliilere getirilen hedivelerin saklandifi alanlar olduu n
goritlebilir, Zeminden yukanya dogru daralan bir yapiva sahip olan bu yvapinin tavan
kubbe scklindedir. Zeminden tavana dogru ilerlerken yapiyr yatayda ikiye bilen 10 ¢m
kalinhiginda bir nig goze carpmaktachr. Tavan yitksckligi 480 cm olup tavanda merkezde
olmayan, kinlma usuli ile agilmg olan 70 cm capinda bir baca deligi bulunmaktadir, Yine
tavan bélgesinde yaklagik 10 em gapinda dar bir tiine] bulunmaktadir, bu tiinel disanya
baglanmaktadir. Kubbe scklindeki bu columbarium mezar odasimin dogusunda tavami
basik bir oda daha bulunmaktadie, bu odamin da duvarlan tamamen mezar mslen ile
doludur. Bu iki yam birbirleri ile duvar genisligindeki agikhk ile bagh durumdadirlar.
Tavam basik odadan dar bir kaps ile girigteki genis odaya baZlant vardir, Yam igerisinde
igi molozla dolu durumda olan bir de yer alt deposu bulunmaktadir,
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Resim 37: C4 Columbarium Mezan I

Resim 38: C4 Columbarium Mezan Tavam
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Cs

Yusuf Tepesi Yamac, Turan

Yap, vadi yamacin yurmnugak tif kayalan igerisine girilecek sekilde oyulmustur. Girig
kapisimn biyiik kisnn toprak altindadie. Girg kapisina vaklagik ikiser metre mesafede
dgpen formunda ve g metre waunlufunda axalan vidkseklikli ki duvar ile olusturulmus
bir agik hava ging holii bulunmaktadie, Bu gins bélimi, kuisal bir mekina ging vapldig
hissini uyandirmokiadie. Toprak altindaki kismn da dahil olmak (ieere yaklasik 106 cm
geniglifinde ve 160 cm yitksekligindeki st ks yanm daire seklindeki ging kapisinn
gevresinde siislemeler goze garpmaktadir, kapr batiya bakmaktacdhr. Bu kapiin ardinda
dikdartgen planl, yvaklasik “678x267 cm” dlgtilerinde tavan islemeli ve duvarfan gok
sayida urne nisi banndman bir oda bulunmakiadir, Odamn tavam yvanm daire seklinde ince
isgilikle ovulmustur. Bu odamn duvarlannda 120 civannda urne nisi ver almaktadir, bu
nisler oldukea yipranmus durumdadir, genel olarak yvanm daire formunda kazilmislardir
ve ortalama “35x30 ¢m” Glgulerindedirler. Odamin giney kismunda dogu ve bau
yinlerinde kargilikl iki adet yanum daire seklinde girinti vardir. Bu girintilerin igenisi de
ving mezar nigleri banindirmaktadir, Tovan yilksekligi 312 cm olup tavanda merkezde
olmayan, kinlma usulii ile agilims olan 100 em ¢apinda bir baca deligi bulunmakiadir. Bu
deliggin ylizeydeki kismina yifma tag ile baca Griilisdiie, Yine tavan bilgesinde yvaklasik 10
em gapinda dar bir tinel bulunmaktadir, bu tinel disariya baglanmaktadir.

Resim 39: C5 Columbarium Mezar lgi
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Resim 40: O35 Columbarium Mezan Girig Kapsive Ustiine Eklenen Baca

Kodu Co

Konumu Vekse'den Vadiye Inig Yolu Bausi

Agiklama Vadinin egimli vamacimn kureye bakan kismima kazibmis olan bu yapimin, sonradan

kimlarak agildigi anlagilan bozuk formlu bir kapisi ve penceresi bulunmaktadir, Yam
igerising girildikien sonra “500x311 em™ dlgiilerinde gderek yiikselen zemine sahip bir
oda karsilamaktadir, Bu odamin zemini vaklasik birer metre aralikia elliser santimbik iki
basamak banmdirmaktadir. Tavan yapimn sonuna dogru iyice basiklagmaktadir, Bu
vamda digerlerinden farkl olarak bir kolon bulunmaktadir. Kolonun yizeyleri de dahil
olmak lizere yapamn tamam dizgin Gggen fonmly mezar nigleri ile kaphdur, Mezar
niglerinin “28x26 em™ oldugo goinilmektedir. Tavamn en vitksek oldugu nokiada 320 cm
oldugu olgilmistir, Yaklagik 200 adet wrne nisi bu yapimin igerisinde ver almaktadir.
Yap igerisindeki kolonun bir yizinde kékboyasi kalintilan goze garpmaktadir. Yapin
zemininde 47 cm ¢apinda kapak genisliZi ve 120 em derinligi olan bir yer aln deposu
bulunmaktadir. Yapimn giney bat kisesinde 86 cm gapinda bir baca king yer
almaktadir. Yapr igerisinde bir tane de disanvla baglanuh 10 cm’lik dar vinel
bulunmaktadir. Bu yapinm igerisindeki mezar nigleri benzerlerine kivasla oldukea ivi
durumdadir,
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Resim 42: Co Columbarium Mezan [gi (5ilo Zeminde)

* Fotograf: Reiner Straub
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c7

Istidin Koyl Dogu Cift Apsisli Kilise Bitigigi

Vadinin egimli yamacinn giineye bakan yamacma kazlmis elan bu yvapiva digandan
bakinca iki kapr gorilmektedir. Bu kaplann ikisi de dikddrigen kesimli ve yukardan
varim daire nigli kapdardie, Kapilardan dofudaki ¢ift apsish bir kiliseve agilirken batidaki
columbarium mezara agilmakiadie. Kapr “127<180 em”™ dlgtiferinde olup tavam vanm
daire  gseklinde dikdorgen  planlt *1030x405" cm dlgilennde biyiik bir odaya
agilmaktadir. Girlg kapisimn agildi@ odamin sonunda ver alan *125x180 cm” ebath
ditrgiin kap goze garpmakiadir, Bu oda ienisine gimldiginde kubbesel mimarive sahip
bir columbarium mezar bulunmaktadir, *433x45% cm™ taban dlgiisine sahip bu yapinin,
vitkseklig 652 cm’dir, oldukga vitksek olan bu vap ihtisamh durmaktadic. Kubbenin
merkezinin yaklagik 236 em altindan yatay bir nig kubbe boyvunca gegmektedir. Yam
igerisinde biiviik gofunlufu su etkisivle erimis halde yvanm daire formlu “29x28 cm™
bovutlannda mezar nislen ver almaktadir. Bu yapda tavana vakin nokiada bir de kiigiik
bir ovima oda bulunmaktadir, Yaklasik 250-adet urne nisi banndiran bu vapimn zemininde
85 cm a@z capn olan bir yer alti deposu da bulunmaktader, bu deponun agagida bir bagka
odava agildi ama girigin gok dar oldufu gérismistie. Yapimn tavamnda merkezde
olmayan, kinldi@ gok belli olan 100 em ¢apinda bir baca deligi bulunmakiadie. Bu delik
digaridan baca olarak oriilmiistir. Yapimn tavan kismunda vaklasik 10 em capinda disanyva
baglanan dar bir tiine] bulunmaktadir.

Rexim 43; C7 Columbarum Mezan Tavam
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Kodu
Konumu
Agiklama

Resim 44: C7 Columbarium Mezan Girigi

CH

Akbin Deresi, Okitz ini Mevkii

Tavam yarim daire seklinde oyulmus bir oda seklinde tasarlanmig bu yapimin ging
kapisi wikilmustie, Yap vadi yamagina ovulmustur ve giris kapist  glineye
bakmaktadir. Ana giris kapist “305x208" cm dlgiileninde bir odaya agilmakta ve
girisin batisinda yer alan bugiin yvikilmis olan ikinei kap ile columbarium mezar
odasima vandmaktadir, Oda igerisinde bulunan nigler genellikle Ggzen formda
oyulmustur ve “33x32 em™ dlgiilenindedir, Oda “T87x255 cm” dlgilennde alup
tavan yiksekligi 276 cm'dir. Yapmin yaklagik 50 adel urne nigi banindirdig
goriihmistiir. Yapuun kuzey tarafinda dairesel kiigiik bir oda daha bulunmaktadir.
Bu columbarium mezarda farkh olarak bir sira nigin daha biiyiik ve belli bir ¢izgisel
nig ile ayrlarak yapldifn poriilmektedir. Bu yapimin igerisinde kapak ¢aplan
vaklasik 75 cmolan & adet yer alty deposu bulunmaktadir.

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
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Resim 46: C8 Columbarivm Megan Girgi
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Kodu
Konumua
Aciklama

co

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii

WVadi vamacina ovulmug bu yapiva vol cabismas sirasinda yikilnug bir givisin ardindan
varllan  “580x331 om” Olgilenndeki  dikdongen planh bir odann  igensinden
varnimaktadir, *310x312 em” taban genishigine sahip kubbesel yapidaki bu columbarium
mezann tavan yikseklign 590 em’dir. Tavan 330 em wvitkseklikte iken bir bogum
barindirmaktadic, bu bogumdan sonra yapr tekrar gemisten dara dogru kubbeve
dinismekiedir. Bu bogumun alti da tisti de mezar nislert ile bezelidir. Sayvilan 100 kadar
olan bu mezar nigleninin “28x32 em” oldugu Glgilmistiir, Yapmn tavaninda merkezde
olmayan kink scklinde 100 ¢m ¢apinda bir baca yver almakiadir. Bacamin vukaridaki
kismunda herhangi érmie bir baca ghrilmemistir. Bu yvapimin 8niinde ve yukansinda kava
oyma mezariar bulunmaktadir,

Resim 47: C9 Columbarium Mezan Igi
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Hesim 48: CY Columbarium Mezan Ging Odas
Kodu C10
Konumu Akbin Deresi. Okiiz Ini Mevkii
Agiklama Vadi yamacima oyulmus yapinm gins kapst yikilmgtir, g oda kapisi oldugu anlasilan

ikinci bir kap ile girilen oldukca hasar gdrmiis 5455656 cm™ dlgilerindeki dikdrigen
planh bir odanin iginde ise ki kapr bulunmakiadie. Kuzeydeki kapt bir baska odaya
agihrken  kuzey  dogudaki kapr columbarium  mezara  ulasmakiadir, By yapida
digerlerinden farkli olarak iki kath bir yap goriilmekiedir, Genel anlamda kubbesel
formda olan yapimn igerisinde Gstiine ¢ikilabilen ve verden yaklasik 250 em yukanda
bulunan balkon benzer bir alan bulunmakadir, Burada 52 om kapak age genisligi olan
hir yer alh deposu ve genigge bir urne nisi bulunmaktadir. Yapimin taban genisligi
“235x334 cm” olup tavan yiksekligi 539 cm’dir. Mezar miglen oldukca bozulmusg ve
yarm daire formundsz olup “24x31 om” dlgiilering sahiptir. Yaklasik 50 adet wme nigi
bulunmaktadir. Kink scklinde agilnug olan bacann ise gapr yaklasik 100 cm’dir. Bu yapt
oldukga vipranns duramdadar,
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Resim 50z C10 Columbarium Mezan Il
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Kodu
Konumu
Agiklama

Cl1

Akhin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Vadinin gineye hakan yamacina ovulmus bu yvapimn- girts kapist yikilous duramdadar,
mevent g kapisi bir i oda kapist olmahdir, Bu kapidan girinee benzerlerinde oldugu
gibi “973x468 cm™ olgilennde dikdorgen planh genisge bir oda ile karsilagimaktadir,
Odamn bat duvannda ver alan ikinei ve gevresi mislerle sislii bir kapimin ardindan
columbarium mezara ulasilmakiadir, Bu kapi “32x191 em” Slgiilerine sahiptir. Kubbesel
tasarima sahip yapinin taban élgiileri “373x363 cm” olup tavan yitksekligi 558 cm'dir. Bu
columbarium mezarda farkh ofarak kigiitk mezar nigleri bulunmamakiadir, Bunun yerine
yarim daire sekilli 60 em gapl kigik odaciklar bulunmakiadie, Bu edaciklarn bir kism
yerden 302 em yukarida bulunan yatay nigin lizerinde ver almaktadir, Yaklagik 10 kadar
bu bigimde ume nisi bulunmaktadie. Kinlma yalu ile agilan bacasimn ¢api ise yaklagik 50
em’dir.

Resim 51: C11 Columbanum Meran Girig Odasma Agilan Ig Kaps

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
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Kodu
Konumu
Aoiklama

(8 )

Akhin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Ciirig kisom yol galigmalan esnasimda yikilions olan bu yapinin girsinin ashinda
oldukga heybetli oldugu kalmtilardan anlagilmaktadir. Yoldan fic metre yiiksekie
bulunan “93x43 em” Glgilenindeki yikik girls kapisiin ardinda “623x376 em”
olgiilerinde  bir oda  bulunmakiadir, Bu  odamn  igensinde toplam ¢ kap
bulunmaktadir, Kapilardan tkisi kigik odalara agilirken doguda olan kap kubbeli bir
odava agiimaktadir. Bu kubbeli odada 1235223 em” genisliginde bir i¢ kap yer
almaktadir, Bu kapdan ginlerck columbanum mezar odasina vanlmaktadir, Bu
odamin tahan Glgtilert “312x418 cm™ olup tavan yvikscklign 455 cm’dir. Kubbesel
yapidaki bu columbarium mesar oldukga estetik bir formdadir ve oldukea i
korunmustur. Tavanin merkezinden zemine dogru inerken vatayda 10 cm genisliginde
bir ayrim nisi bulunmaktadir, bu nis zeminden 383 cm yukaridadir. Bu mis ile tavann
merkes arasinda birbirlerine esit mesafell vaklasik 10 em genish@inde 8 adet dikey
nis bulunmaktadir. Bu nislerin iki adedinin vatay nis ile kesisme noktasinda ters “U™
seklinde oyma siisleme bulunmaktadir. Yapiun igerisinde vaklasik 150 adet ume nigi
ver almaktadir, bu nigler ontalama “32x35 em” algiilerine sahiptir, Yapimin igerisinde
afiz capr 60 cm olan bir adet ver alt deposu bulunmaktadir. Sonradan kinldig
anlagilan 50 em gapinda bir adet baca deligi tavanda yer almaktadir. Mezar nigleri
arasinda bir adet de 90 cm ¢apinda biytik bir nig ver almakiadir. Bu columbanum
mezar benzerleri igerisinde estetik ve korunmusluk agisinda en degerli olamdir.
Columbarium mezann dogusunda bir kapt ile bagh igerisinde yer alti depolan bulunan
bir oda daha vardir,

Resim 52: C12 Columbarium Mezan lgi*

* Fotograf: Reiner Straub
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Kodu
Konumu
Agiklama

] i —
Resim 53: C12 Columbarium Mezan Igi

Cl13

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Ginsi oprak altinda kalan ve kismen korunmus olan bu vapimin, ginsinde algalan iigzen
duvarlarla gevrili bir hol bulunmaktadir, bu hol vadideki farkh columbarium mezarlarda
da bulunmaktadir, girisi vikiloug vapilanin da buna benzer bir ginse sahip oldukian
diiggiiniilmektedir. Toprak altindaki girig kapisimin distiindeki dar alandan “672x39% cm”
dlgiilerinde  bir odaya ulagilmaktadir, odamn tavanlan ustahkla iglidiv,. Bu odamn
igerisinde “116x214 ¢m™ dlgilennde bir i kapr ver almaktadwe. Bu i¢ kapidan
columbarium mezar odasima vanlmaktadir. Kubbesel forma sahip olan bu yapmin kubbe
formu benzerlerinden farkhdir ve kubbenin st kiso Gggen prizma formundan dairesel
forma dondgmektedir. Kubbesel yapimin zemin alan “333x303 cm”™ olgiilerine sahip olup
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tavan vitkseklif 614 em'dir. Zeminden 263 em yukanda bir nis ver almaktadir ve bu nis
vatayda yapiyi ikive bilmektedir. fgerisinde 300 civaninda urne nisi barindiran yapidaki
mezar nigleri ortalama “23x25 cm” blghsiine sahipiir, Yapimn igerisinde karsihkl iki adet
varim daire seklinde girinti vardir. Yapmun tavaminda sonradan kinlarak agilan 60 cm
capinda bir baca delifi vardir. Bu vap: kubbe vapisi ile diger yapilardan ayrilmakadir,

.
Resim 54; C13 Columbarium Mezan Tavam

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
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Resim 55: C13 Columbarium Mesn Girig Odase Tavam
Kodu Cl4
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii
Agiklama Ana ging kapsimn ardindan tavan yarim daire gekilli *737x2% em” dlgilerinde

dikdortgen planh bir odava vanlmaktadir. Bu odamn igerisinde kinlms vazivette bir ig
kapt yer almaktadir. Bu kapidan gegilerek gorece kiicik bir columbarium mezar odasina
varilmaktadir. Bu yapinin zemin dlgilers “227x201 cm” dir. Kubbesel formdaki yap
oldukega hasar gérmigtir. Yapinn tavan yiksekligi 360 cm’dir, verden 257 cm yukanda
yere paralel 10 cm kabinhigimda bir mg ver almaktadie. Yapin duvarlaninda yaklagik 100
adet ortalama “28x35 cm™ dletlerinde ume nigi bulunmakiadie. Yapimin tavaninda
merkezde olmayan 50 em capinda kink seklinde baca bulunmaktadir. Bu columbarium
mezar difer drmeklere kivasla kiigiik ve oldukea yipranmustir.

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
Volume 14 Issuwe 3, MNHE



Koramaz Vadisi Columbarnum Mezarlan 721

Resim 56: Cl4 Columbarivm Mezan Igi

Resim 57: C14 Columbariem Mezan i
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Kuodu C15

Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Agiklama Giirig kapisi toprak altinda kalmigtir. Ana giris kapisimin ardindan tavam yanm daire gekilli

“T1Ex300 em™ dlgtlerinde dikdértgen planh bir odaya varimaktadie. Odamin igerisinde
az sayida urne nisi ver almaktadie. Bu odamin igerisinde kinlmis vazivette bir i kap yer
almaktadir. Bu kapidan gegilerck gorece kigik bir columbarium mezar odasina
variimakiadir. Bu vapimn zemin dleilens “225x 198 om™ dir. Kubbesel formdaki yap
oldukea hasar girmilstir, Yapun tavan yitksekli@i 365 cm'dir, verden 250 em yukanda
were paralel 10 em kalinh@inda bir nig ver almaktadie, Yapimim duvarannda vaklagik 100
adet ortalama “29x34 em” olglilerinde wme nisi bulunmaktadir. Yapimin avaninda
merkezde olmayan 30 cm capinda kink seklinde baca bulunmaktadir. Bu columbarium
mear diger drneklere kivasia kiigik ve oldukea vipranmugtir,

Resim 58: C 15 Columbariwm Meean Igi
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Resim 59; C15 Columbariwm Mezan Igi

Kodu Clb
Konumu Akbin Derest, Okiiz ini Mevkii
Agikiama Girist oldukea hasar gérmistiir ve toprak alundadir, Yap *370x390 cm”™ dlealerinde oda

seklindedir, tavan vitkseklii ise 255 cmdir. leerisinde “32x35 cm™ dlgiilerinde yaklasik
250 adet urne nigi bulunmaktadir, Gingi kapisindan sonra dogrudan columbariem mesar
odasima vanbmaktadw, Tavanda miglerle sisleme bulunmakiadir, Mewar nisler genelde
uggen formunda olup birkag nisin birlesimi olugturulmus vanm daire seklinde biivitkee
nigler de ver almaktadir,

Resim 60: C16 Columbarinm Mesan lgi
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Kuodu

Konumu
Aciklama

Kodu
Konumu
Agiklama

Bilgin YAZLIK

C17

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Girigt oldukga hasar gérmistiie ve wprak altindadie, Yap “484x324 em” dlgilerinde oda
seklindedir, tavan viikseklifi ise 250 co’dir. Igerisinde “33x34 cm™ dlgilerinde vaklasik
250 adet urne nisi bulunmaktadir. Girisi kapisindan sonra dogrudan columbarium mezar
odasing varlmaktadie, Tavanda nislerle sisleme bulunmakiadir, Mezar nisleri genelde
ligeen formunda olup birkag nisin birlesimi olusturulmus vanm daire seklinde biiviikee
nigler de yer almakiadie. Bu bityiik niglerin igensing ise daha kiictuk bovutlu niglerin
kawmldi@ dia gorilmekiedir,

Resim 61: C17 Columbarium Mezan lgi (Mis iginde Mish

C18

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ni Mevkii

Tamamen gokmils ve kayalar ile kapannug bir girisin arkasimda ver alan bu columbarium
mezar, emsallerine  kiyasla  gins  odasindaki  mezar  niglerinin  qesitliligi  ile
farkhlagmaktadir. Girigte ver alan 3623793 em™ olgtsiindek dikdortgen planh odamin
duvarlannda yaklasik 100 kadar “30x37 em™ dlgtlerinde ume nisi yer almaktadir. Odanin
ban duvannda yer alan columbarivm mezar girs kapisimn 955172 cm” oldugn
gorilmektedir. Kapmn st kistm vanm daire sckhinde yvovarlanmustr ve oldukga ince
iggiliklidir, Columbarnium mezanmn igerisinde kezey duvanmin yukan kisnunda “90x50
em” Giglisiinde ilave bir mezar odast ver almaktadir. Bu columbarium mesarda vatay nig
istiinde yani kubbeye yvakin alanda urne figi bulunmamakiadir. Columbanum mezann
tavan yiikseklifi 440 cm’dir ve tavaminda bacasi bulunmayan 60 cm gapinda bir baca
kin@1 vardir, Columbarium mezardaki mezar nigleri ise *30x32 em™ bovutlarindadir.

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
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Resim 62: CI2 Columbarium Mezan lgi

Resim 63: C18 Columbarium Mezan ¢ Kapisi

Kodu cCl19
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii
Apiklama Yikilmog bir kapimin ardindan dofrudan ulagilan bu columbarium mezann 6n odasimn

zaman igerisinde yok oldugu tahmin edilebiliv. “450x363 ¢m™ aban dlgilerine sahip olan
bu columbarium mezann tavan yvitksekligi 566 co’dir. Yerden tavana dogru iferlerken
“244%492 e de birer tane 10 em genislikli vatay dogru seklinde nis bulunmaktadir.

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
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Kodu

Konumu
Apiklama

Columbarium mezanm tavamnda 50 cm genisliginde kink bir baca grkig vardir. Yapida
150 civannda uwme nigi bulunmakta olup bunlarn “25x27 em™ dlgusiinde oldugu
giriilmektedir. Yapimn dogusunda iki tane i¢ mezar odasi yer almaktadir, yine yapinn
gineyinde tavam ince igcilikli nislerle bezeli bir oda daha bulunmaktadir, Bu
columbarium mezann tavaminda emsallerinden farkh olarak karsihkh 4 adet “60x80 cm™
dlgilennde vanm daire seklinde stsleme amagh vapilms ince iggilikl denn olmayan nis
ver almaktadir, Columbarium merara glineyden girilen kapr son derece ince isgilikhi ve
estetik agidan degerlidir.

Resim 64: C19 Columbarium Mezan igi
20

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Tamamen yok olmus bir girigin kuzeyvinde yer alan bu kubbe tipli columbarium mezar
oldukga yipranmestir. Columbariom mezann zemin Slgiiler “291x266 cm” olup ashinda
olduk¢a kigiik bir columbarium mezardir. lgerisinde “30x32 em™ algilerinde vaklagik
150 adet urne migh yer almaktadir, Y apimn tavan viikseklig 542 em olup giriginin bir kism
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Kodu
Konumu
Aoklama

tamamen vikilmistir, Bu columbarium mezarin dogu farafinda oval bir girig ile ulasilan
ikinet bir oda daha bulunmaktadie. Bu odamin tavanlan ince isgilikli niglere sahipir ve
duvarlarimda mezar nigleri yer almaktadir.

Hesim 65; C20 Columbarium Mezan Igi

21

Akhin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Oda tiphi ve iki katl bu yapinin igerisinde 200 civaninda urne nisi yer almaktadir. Aynca
bu yapinin ana odasimn ve van odalannm igenisinde toplamda 11 adet yer alte depo
bulunmaktachr. 50 em capinda bir baca kg 445 cm vikseligindeki tavaminda yer
almaktadir. Yapimn igerisinde ikinci kat olarak adlandinlan alan ashnda asma bir kattire
ve buramn batisinda bir oda daha bulunmaktadie, *83x207 cm™ Glgisiinde bir ana ginis
kapisi bulunan bu yapinin ana girig odas “ 34203560 cm™ dlgiilerindedir.

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
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Resim 66: €21 Columbarium Mezan {gi
Ek 4. Koramaz Vadisi Giivercinlikleri
Kodu D1
Konumu Vekse, Givercinlik Haveas:
Agiklama Bu havzada I35 civannda givercinlik yer almaktadir. Tamaniumin onak Geelligi genel

anlamda “40x70 em” olgiisiinde dar bir zemin kapisina sahip olmalar, igerisindeki kaya
oyma isgiliginin dzensiz olmasidir,

Bu yapiya “40x 75 em™ dlgiisine sahip dar bir kapidan stirtinerek girilmekredir, Yapi elips
formunda dzensiz bir isgilikle oyulmustur, “673x459 em” dlgtilerine sahiptir. Yapimin
baca girig gapr yaklagik 83 cm’dir. Baca delifinin yilzey noktasinda tagla drme bir baca
butunmaktadie. Igerisinde 50 kadar tinck bulunmakiadir ve tinekler “d3x40 cm”
algisindedir. Tavan yitksekhigi 1se 227 em’dir. Yap igerisinde siisleme amagh nis gibi
ince iggilik bulunmamaktadir.
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Kaodu
Konumu
Aqiklama

Resim 67: D1 Giivercinlik Igi

m

Vekse, Giivercinlik Havzaz

Bu yapiya “45x70 cm™ dlgiisting sahip dar bir kapidan stiriinerek girilmektedir. Yap clips
formunda Szensiz bir isgilikle oyulmustur, *392x544 cm™ algilerine sahiptir. Yapimn
baca girig cap yaklagik 80 con’dir; Baca deliginin yiizey noktasinda tagla drme bir baca
bulunmaktadir. Igerisinde 50 kadar tinek bulunmaktadir ve tinekler “41x33 cm™
olgisindedir. Tavan yiksekligi ise 227 em’dir. Yap igerisinde sisleme amagh nig gibi
e igetlik bulunmamaktadir,
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Kodu

Konumu
Apiklama

Kiigiik Biiriingiz, Taimiills Al

Bu yapinn kapisi tamamen ¢okmils dorumdadir, ancak komgu vaplara balalinea dar ve
zeminden bir kapidan girildigi anlaglmaktadie. Yap clips formunda dzensiz bir isgilikle
oyulmugtur, “529x486 cm” Glgtilerine sahiptir. Yapinm baca ging ¢apr yaklasik 83 emdir.
Baca deliginin viizey noktasimda tasla drme bir baca bulunmaktadir. Igerisinde 50 kadar
ninek bulunmaktadir ve tinekler “28x21 cm™ dlghsindedir. Tavan yiiksekligi ise 205
env'dir. Yapt igerisinde estetik amagh ince isgilikli nisler bulunmamaktadir.
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Resim 693 D3 Giivereinlik Igi

Resim 70: D3 Gilvercinlik Bacas:
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E. Aznun
¥rmpepourer Xanwn Bewrama Benw, Kanmanowwa, Hesmexwp, Typuwn, bilginyazlik@nevsahir, edu.tr

lopod Kadcepy, pacnoncwennwd 8 npedzopesx aynxanuqeckol 2pynned Ipdmusc — odun u3 samreliitis 20po-
dog yenmpanssod vacmy Avamoguy, Co apeMen xsemmeroso noceserus Howew o do wawux dweid & Kodeepu nepece-
HOGMER BONHEE MOP20&LIE Mymuy, Toxus ofpaaos, YWe § nepuad puMcko2o Bnaduvecmsn Kadcepy cman odHuM U3
2RAEHEX HEHMPOS De2uona. MONYMENMEasNaE NOZPefaasibe KOMANEKCH), JYUNLT EMEN U XPOMOS, COXPINLRLLECE
do wawux dued, daom HOM B0IMONHOCTE DYENUME PATMOX U MOCmaber pexoHcmpyryuy 20pods, nposcdusad npu
puMAAnax, KpeMayus — EemHETER mMpaduyus nospelexun, NPUSHECERNTR ua Puma. B mevesue Nexomopozo ape-
MeHy ona BbiA0 IWUPOKD POCRBOCTPaNENE U NPUYAENT K COODYMENLN HOYTIHBE NOSPEBaNLMbE KOMIAERERS, LISeC
Heix kaw gonysBapuy. HoayeSapuy SEARNIER MECMOMU MOCCOBOA0 3OXOPONEHUR oripedenénroso krocca noded,

Kopamozcwar donuna {Maxme USSECMMEN Nod MECTIHMM HOFEaHUEM ARDUN) LMeem dauwy orano 12 kM U 3ang-
MEHE N0 POXIOMY, OOPOSDAGEWEMYCH & pelyfamane JeMiempreenus. Dna pacnorawena npuBAuRLIMErsHD 8 20 ka
¥ cEgEpo-gocmony om yewmpo Kalcepu. B Hopomasckod donune Haxpdumes MHOKECITED CRONBHLIX COOPYMERUD:
Imeoporentl, xpucmuarckux epxeed, u dawe do cux nop dedcmeyouuy NeWepHY nocerenul. B pamiay donno-
20 uccnedosanus aemope ocwompen 21 konymBaput i mpu 2onyGAmKLY, pacnancxesnse & Kopamazoned donu-
He, B nepsol vacmy cmamby apuendunics ucmopus 2opodo Koloepy MECTIE © OnuCTHUEM KopaMaackod daumws:,
Jfanee onucesaomes dpearepuMcKie Memod nozpefexin, ocoloe axuMasLe WEAREMER NPOKMUNE KEeMayuy i
COOPYMERLN KOAYMOapUeE. ABMOops GIdensKo YKaLBENN M 10, YM0 KaAyMEGRUL MOMAD NEZHA EYITAMmE ¢ 208y
GAmuAMY, 3o YOyRYEAREMER U MEM, YD MPSNMUYECKY BC8 KOMpMBapuy Gemy NOIWE NEPECMPOEHST & d0AYEAMHL,
B oxmovumensHod wacmi cmamsy semymbapu Koposmaicwkod donuns onucetsaomen nodpofio, ocofoe BrUMaNUE
VORNREMCH LX XEPANMEPHLIM SMTUNLAM BT COONYMENU, UIHEYORLHE BPaBamantLx KoK 20yERmuL.

Knwovease croaa: komymonpud, 2podklige, sonyiamug, HopaMmascnas doauHg

UDC 904:726.[821+832](560.432) | Original Article
COLUMBARIUM TOMBS OF THE KORAMAZ VALLEY

B. Yazlik
Nevsehir Haci Bektas Vell University, Cappadocia, Nevsehir, Turkey

Kayseri, established an the foothills of Mount Erciyes, is an important cily located in the area that can be regarded
o5 the central point of Anatotia, From the time of Konesh's settlement until today, Kayser hos always been the cross-
roads of important trade routes,

By the Himes of the Roman period Kayseri hod become one of the most important centers of the region, Monumen-
tal tombs, wall rdns, and femple ruing, which have sundved il the present day, show the scale af the reconstruction
activity that was carred out in Kayseri by Rome. Cremation was an important burial tradition that came from Rome.
For some periad, this tradition became widespread with the use of mass graves knowr as columbarium tombs. Colum-
barfum tombs were collective burial areas, which served to porticilar closses of people,

The Koramaz Valley is an earthquake fracture formation with its length of approximately 12 km. It is located in
about twenty kilometers northeast of Kayser cily cenfer and containg many rock-corved structures: tombs, Christian
churches and still inhobited villages. Within the scope of this study, we hove examined 21 columbarium tombs and
3 dovecates located in the Koramaz Valley. In the first chapter, the general history of Kayserd is illustrated and then
the Koramaz Valley is described, Thereafter, burial methods of the Roman perind are examined, especially proctices af
cremation and columbarium tombs constricting are discussed, We point out thot dovecotes are often confused with
columbarium tombs. The fact that almoast oll of the columbarium tombs were later transformed into dovecotes is o de-
cise foctor in this misunderstanding. Therefore, Jn the conclusive part, the Koramaz Valley columbariun fombs, which
ore the subject of this study, ae exomined in detoil and thelr differences with the dovecotes are clearly highlighted,

Keywords: columbarivm, columbarium tombs, dovecote, cremation, the Koramaz

The history of Kayseri Age [15]. Kultepe settlement is an important ex-
One of the first known settlements in Kayseri  cavation site today and is located in 3 km to the
is Kultepe. Based on its excavations, it has already  west of the Koramaz Valley, which is the subject
existed by the early periods of the Old Bronze  of this study. Following Kanesh, the soversignty

© Yazlik B., 2022
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of Hittite, Phrygian, Persian, Cappadocia Kingdom,
Roman, Byzantine, Danishmend, Mongolian, Sel-
juk, Ottoman, and Turkish Republic held on in the
menticned order [7]. Kayseri is a big and important
city which had a population of 400 thousand be-
fore the Roman Empire. It became a city of Rome
in AD 17 and the sovereignty of Rome continued
until 395. After the Roman Empire divided into two
parts, Kayseri went under the rule of Byzantine

(East Roman Empire). Especially due to the exis-
tence of Mount Erciyes, Kayseri has used to be an
impeortant city for Rome. The current name of Kay-
sexi was derived from Caesarea (the pronunciation
in Turkish: Kaisaria) referring to Julius Caesar, who
was the famous Roman emperor. Today in Kayseri,
can be found remains of tumulus tombs, fountains,
temples, and castle walls dated by the Roman pe-
riod, In the last period of Rome, which had pagan

Subly (IEHLE

=
L

L=

Fig. 1. 1 - The Koramaz Valley and its settiements; 2 — the estimated route of the Byzantine road passing
through the Koramaz Yalley and the names of old places (based on the Google Earth map)

Puc. 1, 1 - HopasascHas RONwHE M NOCENEHWR, HAXOAAWHECA B HeR: 2 — npUBNH3INTEALHAR TPACCA BHIBHTHRCHORA
BOpOrA, NPoOXOAMBEER No Hopamasckon SOAWNHE, i HASEAHWA MECTHOCTER BUIAHTHACHON BOEMENH

(ma ocHoBE CRyTHHROBORD CHmMKa Google Earth)
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Fig. 2. A schematic tllustration of cremation process

Pic. 2. Coena npoyecca Kperaymm

beliefs, Christianity movements were formed, and
Kayseri was also affected by these movements. At
the time of the Roman Empire division, Kayser be-
came an important center for Christianity. Itis also
known that the two Fathers of the Church Basil and
Gregorius lived in Kayseri in those times [8]. In
the Roman period, many temples such as Zeus Po-
liouchos Temple, Apollon Patras Temple, Tyche Tem-
ple, Serapis Temple and Argios Temple were built in
Kayseri [7]. Today, some of the remains which are
thought to belong to these Roman temples can be
seen in the Koramaz Valley.

The Koramaz valley

The Koramaz Vailey is an earthquake fracture
formation that has a length of approximately
12 km and is located within the borders of Melik-
gazi district of Kayseri. The name of Koramaz ap-
pears for the first time in documents in the Otto-
man State Archives [17]. It is known that the name
of Koramaz belonged to a township which was one
of the lower management units of this period. It
15 also known that Koramaz township is connected
to the Kayseri sanjak and has its karyes (villages)
which are connected to itself. The mountain with
a height of 1,900 meters in the east of the Kora-
maz Valley is also called Mt. Koramaz, Today in the
Koramaz Valley, from the east to the west, there are
Buyik Buringuz (Ulu Buringiz), Subagi (Osgibi),
Kiglk Birimgie (Kigi Biringuz), Afirnas, Turan
(Dimitre), Vekse. Bagpmar (Ishidin) villages and
life goes on there. The Koramaz Valley catches the
attention not only with its historical richness but
also with its natural wealth. The natural walking

e vy

i
VBB i § pocin s os i g wll Bl flas

i

Fig. 3. The East Wall of Livia Columbarium Tomb

Puc. 3. Bocroykas crena koaysbapus, uona

tracks of the valley [6] have become rather popular
recently, The Koramaz Vally main line and inhabit-
ed settlements are shown in fig. 1/1.

In his visit to Kayseri, Strabon mentioned the
city with the names of Eusebia and Mazaka, described
the plain where the modern Kayseri city center islo-
cated as a bog and explained that the people lived
in areas that were higher than the plain [20]. From
this point of view, it can be supposed that there was
a settlement in the Koramaz Valley in that period
situated in 300 meters higher than the city center.
Considering the Kultepe Mound, which was located
in the west of the Koramaz Valley, it can be thought
that the valley has been inhabited continuously for
thousands of years.

It is also known that the valley was an import-
ant center in Byzantine period and some of the
moads, connecting the city with the East, passed
here. One of the important Byzantine roads of the
period passed through Gesi region in parallel with
the Sivas road. Gesi', called “Kase” in Byzantine

Period, and according to some sowces [16] "Kasi®

Kase (Gesi} is a settlement located between Pmarbag
{Ariarstheia) and Kaysesi (Kaizarela), In his book, Hild claims that
this place iz today a settlement known as Gesi, which is located in
13 km north-east of Kayserl, containing varlous anclent ruins. I
this claim is trise, today, the ancient name continges to bive as a
local name. The distance between Pinashag and Gesl is too big tobe
managed by a bishop, to strengthen his claim, Hild claims that the
bishop of Pmarbay settled in Gesi for security reasons [24].
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too. Gesi (Kase) belonged to the Cappadocia Mil-
itary District {Theme) during the VI. Leon period
(8BG6-912); then it was included to the Charsianon
Military District (Theme) and joined the new Mili-
tary District called Charsianon with Kayseri. In the
early 20% century, the region was called "Nea Kas-
siane” by the Greeks, who settled in the region, but
today the region is called Gesi. For a short period,
the Gesi garrison hosted the Pinarbasi Bishop be-
cause of the security weakness in its region.

The mentioned Byzantine road continued in
the north-east direction after Gesi and after 6 km
reached the ancient episcopal city of Aragena. To-
day, Aragena is known as Afirmas. Mandae is the
name of the monastery in Usqubu, which is also a
village today (situated in 2 km south of Adinas).
The bishop of Agirnas lived in this monastery.
The name of the village, which is Usqubu (Subasi)
today, was derived from frstly “Episkope” then
“Skupi” [10]. The Forty Martyrs Church, which is
bound up with the Mandae Monastery, was in the

Usgubu. According to the rumors. this church was
completely destroyed and the stones of the church
were used for constructing a school. The ruins of
the chuzch are on a hill to the north of the moedem
village. After Afimnas, in the North-East direction,
the road headed towards Bimyan known as Sarmu-
sakli in the past [11]. It is clearly seen that the
Koramaz Valley was important because it housed
the road route during the Byzantine period. The
estimated route of the Byzantine mad (and also
the probable previous Roman road) which passed
threugh the Koramaz valley is shown in fig. 1/2.
While looking at frescos, niches, and the way
how they were made, it is found ot that there are a
total of 40 rock-carved churches dated by the Byz-
antine period identified so far. One of them is the
most important church, because its frescoes are the
best preserved ones and it has survived until today.
This church was presented as Isbidin Rock-Carved
Church by N. Karakaya. The church is supposed to
be built between the 11" and 13" centuries [13,

Fig. &. Columbarium Tombs of The Koramaz Valley (from Google Earth)

Puc. 4. HonymBapun Hopasasceon goadss (no ganseis Google Earth)
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Fig. 5. 1 - An entrance door of a columbarium tomb of the the Koramaz Valley: 2 - the interior of a columbarium tomb
room with a broken door; 3 - an example of a combination of niches for cinerary urns with larger niches for inhuma-
tion or mummification; 4 = half ellipse-shaped niches inside a columbarium tomb reom; 5 = a columbarium tomb with
triangle niches; & = a drawing of a columbarium tomb from the Koramaz Valley; 7 = a columbarium with a feeding hole
on the ceiling and the mouth of the storage on the floer; B - a columbarium tomb with niches of different shape and
function

Puc. 5. 1= Mopran exopa & wonymbapui Kopanaickod gonuue; 2 = sryTperHee npoctpancTao konynbapus aliomnara
£O CNOMAHHOA ABEDLD; 3 — NPUMED COMETAHUA HIW ANA YCTAHOBEM YPH C KPYNHEMH HAWAMK, NPEIHATHAYEHHEINN ANA
PEIMEREHNA TEN WK MyMIR; & — NONYANAMATHYECHNE HHLWW B NOMEULEHHS KONyMBAPKAZ 5 — KonymBapHi © Tpeyrons-
HeMiE WA 6 = naofpasedioe xonymbapua Kopamaicaod gonuue; 7= KonymGapui © mepTaaHiem oTRERCTIEN

B NOTOAKE W YCTREM KAAADEB0RA AME B Nony; 8 - KonyMOBApKE C HUWAMU PAINHYHOR KOHGRIYPaLME W yHRIMOHaNE

130



Chesganorma u crenecronorn, N1, 2022

CrgsastTonorwn

21]. In addition to this church, a rock-carved mon-
astery in Subag (Usgibi) village also draws atten-
tiom [14). In addition to the vock-carved churches,
there are two large churches that have survived un-
til today. These are Vekse Greek Church and Agir-
nas Church built in 1857,

Rock-carved tombs in the Koramaz Valley also
known as the Akbin Valley wich is its local name,
columbarium tombs and rock-carved tombs for in-
humation are located on the plateau at the top of
the valley (fig. 2); all of these show that the valley
was used as a cemetery during the Byzantine period
since the Roman period, When the Koramaz valley
monumental designed tomb doors (fig. 5/1, 10/3,
10/4, 10/5), were examined carefully. compared to
the similar structures it was easily found out that
the structures contained the Roman period archi-
tecture, If one place the valley to the center of a
circle with a radius of 5 km, it would cover ancient
settlements, known as Kijltepe, Hongel, Aydos, Ka-
zlar, Andon, abandoned today and containing only
superficial remains, It can be claimed that these
ancient settlements harbored active life during the
Roman or earlier periods. Considering the tradition
of building cemeteries just cutside the settlements
in the Roman period to avoid diseases, it can be
thought that the Koramaz Valley was the common
cemetery of all these ancient settlements. Tumbrel
roads and tracks of roads (fig. 10/1) in and around
the Valley, confirm this claim. In addition to all of
these, at least 14 tumuluscan be easily observed
within a 5 km radius from the plateaw, which is lo-
cated at the top of the valley.

The Roman period funeral — burial tradi-
tions, cremation — burial traditions and colum-
barium tombs

In the Roman period, it was believed that life
continues after death, so one’s death was cele-
brated just like one's birth. In Rome, funeral cer-
emonies included very important riteals. From
this point of view, Rome had very conservative
traditions. In Rome, funeral and even burial places
depended on the person’s social status. Mass buri-
al became a tradition for non-elite people due to
economic reasons. Although the burial procedures
changed from peried to period, it is known that the
methods of inhumation (burying under ground).
cremation (burning with fire), abandonment to
nature and mummification are used as a burial
tradition [4]. In the early periods of Rome, inhu-
mation and cremation seem to be used together,
The twelve tablet laws of Rome forbade the burial
of the dead in the city. The main reason for this
was to prevent the citizens from epidemic diseases
that could be caused by the decomposition of dead
bodies. That is why the cemeteries were organized
outside the city in Rome [4]. In Rome, the crema-
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Fig. 6. A schematic section of a combarium tomb
in the Karamaz Valley

Puc. 6. CxemMatiuioe CEUEHNE THIWMHOND KonymBapua
KopamazckoR gonie

tion burial technique was a tradition®, which was
started in the 4" century BC and was abandoned
in the 3 century AD. According to the cremation
burial tradition, the deceased was put on a rectan-
gular pile of wood with a ceremeny and was burned
together with his/her jewelry. The entire body
could not be burn completely, so bones weighing
about 2.5-4 kas always remained. The ashes were
collected and placed into pots called urns. The cre-
mation burial tradition scheme is shown in fig. 2.

The urns could be in the form of jars, with or
without lids. they could be made of glass, met-
al or marble. On the top of some wums, there was
a place to write the identity of deceased [1, 22
23]. The urn full of ash was placed in the burial
chamber or in the burial niche in the columbari-
um tomb (g, 7) or was buried optionally. and the
non-burned bones were kept in silos in the burial
chamber. Mummification means honoring the body
and is a relatively costly burial technique. For this
reasor, it was not applied among the folk except
wealthy people [4].

The preservation of the urns, full of ashes of
the cremated ones, was an important issue due to
the respect that was payed to the dead. Digging
a grave and burying every um under the ground
as in inhumation seems a very expensive method.
Considering that the population had increased, and
the cemetery areas started to fill up, the Romans
began to search for solutions how to bury collec-

! Cremation was also used in the leon Age {22, 23],
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tively, In Rome, 25 a result of the urbanization level
increasing, traditional cemeteries were overcrowd-
ed. In large cities, where large numbers of funerals
and burials were carried out, it was normal for more
than one person to be buried in a single coffin and
to bury the coffins in stacks [2].

During the Augustan period. because of in-
creasing burial costs and the shortage of cemeter-
ies, the Roman society started to use the method of
preserving urns in multiple niches carved in walls
of underground chambers or in rocks. The struc-
tures, which were specially built for this purpese,
aré called columbarium tombs. This new tradition
has been adopted by the community and modern
organizations that manage funeral expenses. The
functions such as funeral insurance have been de-
veloped, where the deceased can be buried alone in
a grave with a beautiful ceremony [2].

Columbarium tombs

The word “columba® means “a pigeon” in Latin.
Columbaria were used as dovecotes in the Roman
period. The word “columbarium” actually means
the name given to each niche in the columbarium
tomb [9], The reason why the Romans called these
monumental mass graves so is that the structures
essentially resemble dovecotes. Even today, it is
a very difficult and technical issue to distinguish

between dovecotes and columbarium tombs, The
fact that columbaria were used az dovecotes for
many years and their first function was forgotten
by the folk conducted toward the columbaria to be
destroyed relatively less by treasure hunters. To
not confuse the columbariums and the structures
where pigeons are feeding, the columbarium tomb
expression is used [2]. Not just unigue visually,
columbarium tombs are the first known organized
mass graves in Rome, where mass burial services
are provided to biological families and the house-
holds of the same house [2].

Columbarium tombs are unigque structures
that emerged as & result of the need to honor the
deceased, and they also give clues about the so-
cial situation of the section they are addressing.
Columbarium tombs have survived until today in a
very worn state because of the grave niches that
are engraved on their walls. Nevertheless, thanks
to these niches, they can be easily distinguished
from other burial structures. In the written sources
of the Roman period, the word columbarium is ac-
tually psed in the meaning of a sheltered niche in
gigantic dovecotes, The tomb sign registries from
the Roman and Osta periods are the evidence of
these structures uvsage as grave monuments. In
these registries, it can be seen which niches be-

Fig. 7. & niche of a columbarium with an urn
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Fig. 8. A typical dovecote
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Fig. 9. An example of a columbarium tomb converted
into & dovecote
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Fig. 10. 1 = The traces engraved in the road by wagons wheels, often visible in the valley; 2 - the rock-carved tombs
near the columbarium tombs; 3 - the roman period mausoleum entrance door; 4 - the entrance door to the roman
mausoleum (transformed into a church later); & = a typical entrance door of a columbarium tomb in the Koramaz Val-
ley; & — the general view of the Koramaz Valley columbarium tombs

Pic. 10, 1 = Honew, npoToNess0e B NOAOTHE AOPOrH TEREMHE MK HORECAMH, HacTo Halawgaemse 8 QOANHE; 2 = CHaNL-
HEE NOTPEBeUE, PACNONDKEHHLE HEQAREKO 0T KONyMOapHes; 3 - BxOAHOR NOPTAN PHMCKOMD MABICNER; 4 = BXOLHOR
NOPTaN PHMCKOTD MABI0NER (NDZHE NEPECTROEKHOM B YEPKOBE); 5§ — THNHYHERA Bxog 8 konymbapui Kopamaicko
BoadHe; 6 — oBwwrA Bug wa xonyuGapum Kopasascko qonsns
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longed to who. In columbarium tombs, not only
ashes but also bone pieces remained from the cre-
mated body were stored in ground storages (silos).
The ashes were kept in special clay pots. in the
tomb niches carved in the inner wall [2]. In fig. 3
below, a Roman period large and important colum-
barium tomb is shown.

It iz known that each bural niche contained
two ashes storage containers {urns), which were
usually made of terracotta and sealed. The number
of niches can give an idea of the death and burial
capacity of the non-elite community that inhab-
ited the region. The grave niches on columbarium
tomb walls were carved in rows ranging from one to
ten. These niches could be in the shape of a trian-
gle in some examples (fig. 5/58).

Thanks to the isolated structures of the colum-
barium tombs, they have both intimate and col-
lective death remember area properties. It is also

known that on these special days. wine was poured
into the burial area through a special tunnel (feed-
ing groove) (fig. 6) [2].

The columbarium tombs came out of use along
with the cremation tradition, which was ended
with the increase of Christianity in the last peri-
od of Rome. Some of the columbarium tombs were
adapted to be used for inhumation. For this pur-
pose, large burial areas were dug in the floors and
walls of the columbarium tombs or the niches were
enlarged and combined (fig. 5/8). and they started
to accommedate the bodies [2].

The Koramaz valley columbarium tombs

In this study, rock structures that were
carved by human hands, which are thought to be
21 columbarium tombs, are mostly placed in Agir-
nas neighbourhood / the Akbin Valley in the Kora-
maz Valley, were investigated. It is seen that 18
of these structures were built adjacent in a single

Fig. 11. 1 = Inside the C1 Columbarium Tomb; 2 = Inside the (2 Columbarium Tomb; 3 = Inside the C4 Columbarium
Tamb; & = Inside of (12 Columbarium Tomb (photo by Reiner Straub)

Pic. 11. 1 - Buytpw konysbBapsa C1; 2 = naytpn xonymbapua 02; 3 = suytpi noaysbapus 04 4 = awyrpe

wonymbapua C12 (hoto P. Crpayba)
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area, However, 3 columbarium tombs in different
locations scattered throughout the wvalley were
also examined in this study. This situation shows
that possible new columbarium tombs can be also
discovered, In fig. 4/1, their distribution in the
Koramaz Valley is shown. It is seen that the €5, C6
and C7 columbarium tombs are located far from the
remaining 18 columbarium tombs. It is thought
that new columbarium tombs can be found after
detailed research around these already identified
columbanum tombs.

18 columbarium tombs located out of fig. 4/1
borders are shown in fig. 4/2.

The first determination relative to the colum-
barium tombs in the Koramaz Valley was made by
Eric Gilli, Unfortnatelly Gilli's study is just a pre-
determination and contains only general state-
ments [9]. When rock-carved structures in the
Koramaz Valley are examined as a whole, it is seen
that they have constantly changed function over
time. For example, sometimes a structure that
was built as a rock-cut tomb in the Roman period
turned into a church later (fig. 10/4) or a struc-
ture which was used as a columbarium tomb, after
losing its function, was reconstructed into a dove-
cote, In another scenario, the columbarium tomb
could be turned into a Sirahane (a grape mashing
device). In the literature, there are studies where

Fig. 12. Inside the C13 Columbarium Tomb

Puc. 12. Bruyrpu wonyrbapss £13
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the structures of the region are considered as
dovecotes [14].

Although firstly the columbarium tombs act-
ed as mass burial areas, over time, with the aban-
doning of the cremation tradition by the Christi-
anity movements in Rome, the structures became
non-functional. People continued to use these
structures as dovecotes with flues that they opened
on their ceilings and with various modifications.

Tt is seen that burial chests were carved for in-
humation on the floor of some of the columbarium
tombs. Common door architecture was used in the
extant examples in the Koramaz Valley. In many
cases entrance parts of the tombs were destroyed
due to road works and natural erosion (fig. 10/6).
Mext to the entrance of a columbarium tomb a rect-
angular room is usually situated (fig. 5/2). While
the function of this room is unknown, it is thought
that it can be the ceremony room of the tomb. The
actual room of the columbarium is reached through
another door of this first room. It can be claimed
that this architectural understanding is common
for all columbarium tombs, because it is observed
that the entrances, which can be entered directly
without a reception room, actually have been de-
stroyed. Also, all of the columbarium tombs in the
valley were built in either dome shaped or rectan-
gular plan architecture style. Similar architectural

AKBIN VADIS KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 2
Agumias, Melkgazi, Kayseri
Gl Exgl Tok (Hagiran 3015)

Fig. 13. A plan aof the columbarium tombs C1-C13-C20
in the Koramaz {Akbin} Valley (surveyed by E. Tok)

Puc. 13. Mran nosysbapues C1-C13-C20 8 Kopamascxoi
acnume (onude Anbus) (ceéuka 3, Tox)
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AKBIN VADIS| KUZEY DUVARI

Fig. 14. A plan of the columbarium tombs £2-C9-C10-C11-C12-C18
in the Koramaz (Akbin) Valley {surveyed by E. Tanovskaia, D. Albov)

Puc. 14. Maaw konymbBapues C2-09-010-C11-012-018 s Koparasckoi gonmuHe
(moause Axfud) (coémea B Auopckon, [, Ansbosa)
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understanding was determined
in all of the columbarium tombs,
Based on this, it can be claimed
that all the columbarium tombs
in the Koramaz Valley were
built with a common architec-
tural understanding. The com-
mon door architecture of some
columbarium tombs, where the
entrances remained until today
is shown in fig. 5/1.

In some columbarium tombs,
it is seen that niches were com-
bined, and new large niches were
created for inhumation or mum-
mification. In fig. 5/3, there is
an example that illustrates this
situation.

It is seen that some colum-
barium tombs were used as
churches or grape mashing de-
vices later. With the poor work-
manship, it can be understood
that niches were added to some
columbarium tombs later, Silos
are observed in all columbari-
um tombs where floors are not
covered with rubble, In some of
them, the number of these si-
los reaches up to & (Columbari-
um C8). It is obvious that much
more silos can be found on the
ground with excavations and re-
search. In the ceiling of most of
the columbarium tombs in the
Koramaz Valley, there are flight
holes, obviously opened later.
The stones used in dovecotes'
flues were cut and brought from
the quarries located on the pla-
teau above the valley. But in
some columbarium tombs, there
is no flue. This situation shows
that not all of the columbarium
tombs were turned into dove-
cotes, When a columbarium
tomb rom is examined from
the inside, it can be seen that it
was built with incredibly careful
workmanship worthy of a mon-
umental structure. However,
the fact that the flues are not
even in the center of the ceiling
and that they were opened by
breaking it clearly confirms that
these flues were opened later.
The fig. 5/4 shows the niches
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going up towards the ceiling. creating a very im-
pressive style.

It iz seen that the niches of the KEoramaz Val-
ley columbarium tombs were carved in the shape
of a triangle or a half of an ellipse. Fig. 5/4 shows
half ellipse-shaped niches and fig. 5/5 shows trian-
gle-shaped ones.

In the Koramaz Valley columbarium tombs,
there are also feeding holes. These thin and long
flues, which have an average diameter of 10 cm,
open directly inte the room from the outside, It
15 known that, especially on memorial days, these
holes were used by the relatives of the deceased to
serve their favorite wine (fig. ) [2]. It is seen that
there are two of these holes (C2 columbarium) in
some columbarium tombs.

Detailed measurement and identification in-
formation of the 21 columbarium tombs (fig. 13-
16) examined in this study were recorded. Howev-
er, considering the averages, the description of the
columbarium tombs in the Koramaz Valley can be
made as follows: the average floor measurements
of a columbarium tomb room are 420<347 cm.
The average height of the moms is 447 cm. Each
columbarium tomb room has about 144 niches. In
every columbarium tombs, there are silos and feed-
ing holes. The cover diameter of the silos on the
ground is about 63,8 cm and their depth is about
150 cm. The entrance doors have a dimension of
about 106=188 cm (height). The average width
of the tomb niches is 28,60 cm and their height is
29,55 cm.

The differences between dovecotes and
columbarium tombs

It is known that pigeon breeding has been per-
formed in Kayseri for hundreds of vears. With their
highly productive fertilizer, pigeons have always
been valuable for the farmers. A pigeon was a di-
vine animal in both Rome and Byzantium. In the
collection of twenty books, which are called Geo-
ponica and were written in Byzantium in the 10th
century, there is also a section called pigeon breed-
ing. In this section, it is explained how the dove-
cotes should be built with an exemplary design.
the door should be made small to prevent from
wild animals, people should rarely enter it, and it
is explained that water and drink tubs should be
built for pigeons. It is also explained in this book
that cicks are used in the treatment of some dis-
eases [3]. Buyiukmihgi [12] observed in his study
that the dovecotes, situated in Gesi region, were
built by transforming structures that were previ-
ously used as churches or monasteries [12]. Also.
Biyikmihg reports in his study that the dovecotes
doors are too narrow For a person to enter and exit
easily. It is known that Kayseri is an important ni-
ter production center [21]. The chemical substance

called niter (Gihercile), which is obtained from pi-
geon fertilizer, was used in gunpowder production.
Niter (Gihergile) was so important for the Ottoman
Empire that the Niter Ministry was established. The
fact that Kayseri already had a columbarium tomb
inventory from the past and that they could be
easily transformed into dovecotes provides Kayseri
to gain an advantage in niter production.

For the reasons explained above, it is quite
possible to confuse columbarium tombs with dove-
cotes, In the Koramaz Valley, there are also struc-
tures built as dovecotes originally. When these
structures are compared with the columbarium
tombs, the differences can be seen obviously. The
entrance doors of the dovecotes are made very
small to prevent from wild animals entering. Also,
the ceiling heights of the dovecotes are lower com-
pared to the columbarium tombs. In addition, the
dovecote niches were not made carefully. Howevy-
er, columbarium tombs have flamboyant entrance
doors, relatively high ceilings, and elaborately
carved interiors and niches. But today, when ex-
amining any columbarium tomb, the structure can

| AKBIN VADISI KUZEYDOGL DUVARI 1

Agemas, Melikgari, Kaysei
Gizim® Exgi Tok (Haziran 2015)

Fig. 15. A plan of the columbarium tombs Ci14-015-C16-
C17-C19 in the Koramaz {Akbin) Vallay

(surveyed by E, Tok)

Puc. 15. Mnan konywbapuwes C14-015-C16-C17-C19
o Hopamaickod (AxBun) ponuee (cwesna 3. Tos)
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easily be mistaken for a dovecote, because almost
all of the columbarium tombes were used for breed-
ing of pigeons: they have flues, which were opened
later in ceilings by breaking the rock with poor
workmanship, and also out of the center. The doors
were narmowed by infilling with stones and became
suitable for dovecotes.

Columbarium tomb niches were carved regu-
larly compared to the niches of dovecotes. In ad-
dition, the interiors of columbarium tombs were
clearly excavated with monumental architectural
understanding. In dovecotes, naturally, high-cost
labor is avoided, of course, as there was no need, so
their interiors were designed poorly. On the ceil-
ings and walls of some columbarium tombs, deco-
rative niches are seen, It is seen that these nich-
es start from the corners of the walls and run to
the center of the ceiling: they are made with good
workmanship.

Three sample structres in the Koramaz Valley
ariginally consticted as dovecotes, were also in-
cluded to this study for comparison. These three
dovecotes are located within the boundaries of
Vekse and KigOk Birdmgiz villages. The architec-
ture of all these dovecotes iz similar. The entrance
doors of all dovecotes are very narrow, and their
average size s 42,5%72,5 cm, If we pay attention,
columbarium tomb doors are carved in dimensions

for a person to easily enter, but through the dove-
cates doors, a person can only enter crawling. The
most important reason for this situation is the de-
sire to keep wild animals away from the loft, It was
measured that the average ceiling height of the
dovecotes is 156 cm, but in columbarium tombs,
the ceilings are 447 cm high, While there are about
50 perches in each pigeon loft, this number is 144
in columbarium tombs. The inside space of the
dovecotes is carved with low-cost and poor work-
manship, the perches and interior designs are rath-
er sloppy naturally. In columbarium tombs, there
are so many silos that are buried in the ground and
not seen in dovecotes, Considering all these issues,
the difference between a structure originally con-
strcted as a dovecote and a columbarium tomb, lat-
er transformed into a dovecote, can be clearly seen.
Conclusion

It is known that Kayser has been inhabited
continuously since the time of the Kanish people
and was under Roman rule for a period. With its
12 km length and a history dating back to Rome,
the Koramaz Valley, which is located 20 km neorth-
east from the Kayseri city center, is one of the most
important valleys of Turkey. Many rock-carved
churches dated by the Byzantine period and rock-
carved tombs dated by the Roman period located
within this valley point to the historical depth and
importance of the region. Thus,

AKEIN VADIS| KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 3
Agpimas, Melikgar, Kayser
Gizim: Ezgi Tok (Haziran 2015)

it is also known that the valley
was located on important roads
in the Byzantine period. In this
study, a total of 21 columbarium
tombs, which are located in the
Koramaz Valley, were identified
and technically investigated.
Columbarium tombs are known

to have been transformed into
dovecotes in time and are of-
ten confused with them. In this
study, the differences between
dovecotes and  columbarium
tombs were also revealed in de-
tail and 21 structures of the
Koramaz Valley were measured
in detail, recorded and present-
ed with their peculianities.

The 21 columbarium tombs
examined in this study were
measured and recorded. In the
light of the average data ob-

o'mag tained from the measurements

Fig. 16. A plan of the columbarium tombs C21 of the Koramaz (Akbin) Valley

{surveyed by E. Tok)

Puc. 16. Maan wosysBapires (21 m Kopanascroi (Akbun) gonnee

(cwemica 3. Ton)

made, the description of the
columbarium tombz in the
Koramaz Valley can be made
as following: the average floor
dimensions of a columbarium
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tomb room are 420x347 cm, The average height of
the rooms is 447 em. Each columbarium tomb room
has about 144 niches. In every columbarium tomb,
there are silos and feeding holes. The cover diame-
ter af the silos on the ground is about 63,8 cm and
their depth is about 150 em. The entrance doors
have a size of about 106 {width)=188 cm (height}.
The average width of the tomb niches is 2860 cm
and their height is 29,55 cm.

It was determined that the entrance doors of
the three dovecotes, which were examined within
the scope of the study, were about 425x72,5 cm.
This entrance deor is quite narrow compared to the
doors of the columbarium tomb. The average ceil-
ing height of the dovecotes is 156 em. Compared
to the columbarium tombs; this ceiling height is
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quite low, Although there are about 50 perches in
each pigeonhole, there are about 144 tomb niches
in columbarium tombs.

In the region, detailed and advanced research
and aschaeological excavations, which will be car-
ried out by the experts, can provide clearer infor-
mation about the past of the columbarium tombs
that mentioned in this study. The claims proposed
in this study can be confirmed with archaeological
materials such as pieces of urns, ash remains that
will be found in the columbarium tombs. Thus, it
will be passible to make exact dating. With further
research, it is estimated that columbarium tombs
can be found both in different parts of the Koramaz
Valley as well as in different valleys in the vicinity
of Kayseri.
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Abstract

Cappadocia, like many other parts of the world, is loaded with
underground defense structures, The volcanic tuff, characteristic of the
region, is easy to carve throughand covershundreds of squarekilometers,
thus providing favorable conditions for numerous underground
defense structures, Consequently, almost every village in Cappadocia
boasts at least one or more rock-cut structures. Although some are
small and stand-alone structures, others constitute large and elaborate
underground cities, including hundreds of meters-long tunnels and
countless rooms. For more than seven years now, the OBRUK Cave
Research Group has carried out the Underground Structures Inventory
Project in Kayseri province. To date, 33 underground cities have been
systematically explored and surveyed. This article begins with an
introductory overview of the historical background and research of
underground cities in Cappadocia and continues with an account of
some of the most telling examples of these structures.
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Introduction

People have been using the underground for thousands of years for hiding
and protection. Besides their well-camouflaged entrances, these shelters have
numerous rooms connected by intricate tunnels. They are furnished with traps
and equipped with doors that cannot be opened from the outside, rendering
these subterranean structures excellent defense centers against all types of attacks.
Therefore, throughout the world, from Vietnam to France, one finds countless
underground defense systems that are relevant today as they were thousands of
years ago (Triolet and Triolet 1996; 2013).

Nevertheless, Cappadocia is the first place that comes to mind concerning
underground defense structures, mainly due to the sheer number and size of
sites it harbors. They are so large and elaborate that they have been dubbed
underground cities. Derinkuyu Underground City in Nevsehir illustrates this
well: It has five levels, and it is 1,880 m long and 55 m deep (Yamag and Tok
2015b). It is predicted that this defense structure extends beneath the entire
Derinkuyu Village, and its total length is much greater than currently known.
Similarly, the part of Kaymakh Underground City, located 11 kilometers north
of Derinkuyu, which can be visited today, is but a fraction of its total length
(Bixio 2012: 85-98),

Small or large, almost every village in Cappadocia has at least one, often
several, underground cities, However, scientific research on these structures
is still lacking. Presently, two comprehensive inventories have been compiled:
Cappadocia: Recordsof the Underground Sites (Bixio 2012 ) and The Archeological
Settlements of Turkey (www.tayproject.org) (Akyiirek et al. 2015). While these
inventories encompass more than 120 underground cities, systematic surveys
and plans are available only for a handful.

Since there is so little research on the subject, controversy inevitably abounds.
Even the term underground city is a matter of contention in the international
academic community. How appropriate is it to apply the same designation to
a case like Derinkuyu, which had begun as small, separate defense structures
under dwellings and evolved into an extensive, interconnected, and elaborate
underground system and to comparatively modest defense structures with a few
rooms and very short tunnels?

Nevertheless, to date, the term underground city has been applied to all sorts
of underground defense structures (Ayhan 2004; Giilyaz and Yenipinar 2007;
Qusterhout 2017; Triolet and Triolet 1993; Yoriikoglu 1 989). On the other hand,
in his book, Roberto Bixio defends a distinction between two different groups,
reserving the notion of underground city for large interconnected systems while
designating comparatively small and isolated structures as underground shelters
(Bixio 2012:18-19).
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Although this distinction has its merits, it fails to capture significant lines
of variability. In more than thirty underground complexes we have researched
and surveyed so far, we noted, for example, that some are notable for their
great horizontal breadth while others have a distinctive vertical emphasis.
Furthermore, one can encounter enormous systems with a single entrance but
also comparatively small systems connected to several separate houses on the
surface. Therefore, we believe the conditions are not yet ripe to support the
distinction between underground shelters and underground cities and, in order
to avoid a contradiction in terms, will continue using underground city in a
nondiscriminatory way for all these types of subterranean systems.

Chronology is another object of controversy, especially concerning the
incipience of these underground cities. No historical record and archaeological
finds pertain directly to the issue. All rock-cut systems in the region have been
changed and reused for centuries, sometimes to this very day. Indeed, substantial
underground cities such as Filiktepe, Gostesin, or Derinkuyu must have a long
history (Bixio 2012:18-19). But, even so, archacological excavations of these
features produced few footholds.

Nevertheless, most scholars agree that all these Cappadocian underground
cities were excavated by the local population, secking refuge and security
during the tumultuous and chaotic events of the 7th tollth centuries CE
(Kempe 1988; Triolet and Triolet 1993; 2002). This began with the weakening
of the Byzantine empire, recurrent attacks by the Sasanian Persians, and the
eventual occupation and destruction of Caesarea in 611. Soon after, following
the Sasanian civil war (628-632) and subsequent weakening of the empire, the
region became a target of regular (practically annual) raids by Arabic armies, a
condition that lasted until the 10th century CE. During the 11th century CE,
the region faced the Seljuk Turks, who raided the area and destroyed Melitene
in 1057 and Sebasteia in 1059. In 1067, they captured Caesarea, burnt it to
the ground, and massacred all its residents, leaving the city deserted for the
next half-century. In 1071, Byzantine Emperor Romanos IV was defeated in the
Battle of Mantzikert, and the entire region came under Seljuk rule (Ash 2006;
Hild and Restle 1981).

It is widely accepted that almost four centuries of continuous war and unrest
caused the breakdown of civil and military order and massive population
displacements throughout Cappadocia (Cooper and Decker 2012). Most of the
population is presumed to have been Christian. This hypothesis is reinforced by
the presence of churches in several underground cities, crosses engraved on the
walls of most, and the exclusivity of Byzantine pottery in underground cities
like Aydintepe, Kavlaktepe, and Oymali (Bilici 2002; Erkmen 1998; Faydah
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1992; 1993; Ozkorucuklu 1991; Sahin 1993). Furthermore, churches’ location
at the entrances of the underground cities in Agirnas and St. Mercurius and
the existence of tunnels protected with millstone doors, leading deeper into
the subterranean system, demonstrate that these churches have been used in
peaceful times as well as a place of refuge during the raids (Yamag 2017; Yamag,
Tok, and Filikci 2014).

1. Kayseri Underground Structures Inventory Project
This paper offers a brief account of the results of the Kayseri Underground

Structures Inventory Project, which constitutes the first comprehensive scientific
research of rock-cut architecture in the region. The project began in January 2014
and was conducted by the OBRUK Cave Research Group. Like other projects
by OBRUK (e.g., Gaziantep), this project was based on the support of three
bodies: the CEKUL Foundation, the Kayseri Metropolitan Municipality, and the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

The Kayseri Underground Structures Inventory Project covers the entire
Kayseri Province of 17,500 km2 and includes the research, survey, mapping,
and documentation of all underground structures in it (Figs. 1, 2). Still ongoing,
it constitutes one of Turkey's and the world’s most extensive underground-
structure research projects, encompassing 46 Byzantine rock-cut churches, 39
underground cities, ten Assyrian tin mines, three underground aqueducts, and
six different cliff settlements.
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Fig. 1. Location map showing Kayseri Province (after Google Maps; adapted by A. Yamag).
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Fig: 2. Underground cities of Kayseri explored and surveyed by the OBRUK Cave Research
Group (after Google Maps, adapted by A. Yamag).
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2. Underground Cities and Structures of Kayseri

The 39 underground cities explored, researched, and surveyed by the Kayseri
Underground Structures Inventory Project produced at least three remarkable
observations. The first is that at least six or seven have uncannily similar
architecture, so much so that we joked that the same architect must have worked
in all of these various locations. The second observation is the exact opposite:
some underground cities are unique, idiosyncratic, and unparalleled in the region
of Kayseri and Cappadocia as a whole. Notable examples include Ali Dagi, Ali
Saip Pasa, Belagast No. 2, Harman Yeri, and Otedere No. 1. The third and last
observation is that, although widely perceived as underground defense systems,
some subterranean complexes were produced with other purposes in mind (e.g.,
Kurukoprii, Tombak, and Sahmelik Western Rock Settlement).

To illustrate the diversity and peculiarity of the rock-cut structures at Kayseri,
I review below a selection of 16 underground structures.

2.1. Biiyiik Biiriingiiz Underground City (Figs. 3,4)

The village of Biiyiik Biirtingiiz is located 22 km east of Kayseri (Fig. 2:23) on
the fringes of the Koramaz Valley. It has always been the largest settlement in the
valley and, according to the Ottoman records, comprised 99 houses in 1500 CE
(Inbasi 1993). Unlike the other villages in the area, no rock-cut structures or cliff
settlements were observed around Biyiik Biiriingiiz. However, in the course of
our visits to the village, we were made aware of an underground city that can be
accessed through the house gardens.

Qur exploration of the Biyik Biiriingtiz Underground City began from
a subterranean storage room entered from a house garden still inhabited
today (Entrance No. 1). It begins with a stone-carved tunnel leading to cight
storage rooms (Fig. 3), beyond which is the main underground city (Fig. 4).
Interestingly, a millstone door installed in the first room blocks movement from
the deeper tunnel, suggesting that, originally, this was the component being
defended. The second room had a double millstone door that could work both
ways: towards the first room and the entrance or towards the inner part of the
underground system.
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Fig. 3. Biyik Birungiiz underground city, the tunnels and chambers just atter Entrance No.|
{Photo by A.E.Keskin).
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Fig. 4. Plan of Biyiik Biirlingiiz underground city (Drawn by A, Yamag and B. Yazhk).



Underground Cities and Peculiar Underground Structures of Kayseri (Turkey) 77

The defense mechanism facing the inner tunnels suggests that they connect
with other houses. The second room (the one with the double millstone door)
was probably a redoubt against enemies coming from both directions. This
redoubt is at variance with patterns observed elsewhere in Cappadocia, where
redoubts are regularly positioned at systems’ deep extremities. The underground
city of Bilyiik Biirlingiiz constitutes the first instance of a redoubt recorded at
the beginning of a tunnel.

Later, we found another entrance nearby (Entrance No. 2) that leads into
a complex of four interconnected rooms. A 41 m-long tunnel heads from
the complex south. One millstone door defended it against intrusions from
the entrance, while two other millstone doors protected the rooms against
encroachments from the inner tunnels. A second 54 m-long tunnel continues
from the complex west. Near its end is a millstone door; it is the largest
encountered in the entire Kayseri region: 1.85 m in diameter and 0.4 m thick.

Initially, we thought that beneath Biiyiik Biiriingiiz were two different
underground cities: one 701 m long and the other 572 m long. However, after
discovering two more entrances and acquiring enough spatial anchors for the
plans, we realized that these underground cities were connected, intersecting at
a specific point, This location was blocked with rubble, which we subsequently
cleared. Thus, the Biiyiik Biiriingiiz underground defense system is, in total,
1,273 m long (Fig.4) and has 27 millstone doors, rendering it the longest and
most elaborately defended underground city presently known in the Kayseri
province. Notwithstanding, 23 blocked tunnels in this system indicate that
the mapped and studied sections are but a fraction of the entire system that
probably extends under the entire village.

2.2. Mimar Sinan Underground City (Figs. 5, 6)

Mimar Sinan (Sinan the Architect) is the most celebrated architect of the Ottoman
Empire. He is responsible for ca. 400 buildings of historical and cultural value,
the largest number attributed to any single architect, and, of these, 196 still stand
today (Akin and Crane 2006). At the age of 70, Sinan had finished constructing
the Siilleymaniye Mosque in the name of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent.
Located in Istanbul, on a hill overlooking the Golden Horn, this building is one of
the most emblematic structures of the Ottoman Empire. Next, he built Selimiye
Mosque in Edirne in the name of Sultan Selim II. This mosque is considered
his most outstanding achievement and is today included among the UNESCO
World Heritage Sites, along with the bridge he constructed over the Drina River,
Bosnia (Kuban 2011).
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This extraordinary artist, who lived during the reign of four Ottoman sultans
and built structures for three, was born in the Agirnas village in 1489 CE (Akin
and Crane 2006; Necipoglu 2011 ). The house where Sinan was born was restored
and turned into a museum. Under it, an impressive and complex two-leveled
underground city was discovered. Subsequently, several parts of this city were
cleared under Prof. Metin Sézen (2004 ) and opened to the public. During these
operations, it became apparent that the underground city covered the entire
village, tying many houses together through an intricate web of underground
structures. However, many homeowners have blocked these tunnels to prevent
access into their homes from below.

The complex below Mimar Sinan’s house is a double-story system covering
a total area of 1,850 m2. It consists of four separate units, but it is evident they
were once components of a single system. Four millstone doors, three of which
were found in sifu (Fig. 5), indicate that, through at least part of its history, the
complex served a defensive purpose and is centuries old. Two of the millstone
doors are gigantic, even according to Cappadocian standards, measuring 140
cm and 155 c¢m in diameter.

Fig, 5. A millstone in Unit 4 of Mimar Sinan Underground City (Photo by C. Cankinh).

The fourseparate unitswe find in Mimar Sinan Underground Citytoday (Fig.6)
are a consequence of structural changes introduced after defense concerns
abated. Unit 1 is located under the museum house and can be accessed through
a large room with a barrel vault roof, probably among the oldest structures in
Aginas Village, dating from the middle ages (Sozen 1988). This unit stretches
east under different rooms and neighboring houses to the east. Unit 2 is a
small storage area accessed from under the stairs in the main museum building.
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Depressions in the main room’s floor, where jars were placed, indicate this
structure’s primary purpose. Unit 3 is a stand-alone storage area accessed from
a narrow street beside the main building. Although it may have initially served
as a living space connected with other underground structures, this function
was evidently lost centuries ago when it was converted into a warehouse. Lastly,
Unit 4 is the largest and most significant of the four—the one beneath Mimar
Sinans house. Its entrance is at the end of the same street mentioned above. It
includes a room with a barrel-vaulted roof and furnaces south of the entrance,
presumably an iron foundry. Via a narrow tunnel, the underground complex
extends under other houses. The last chamber to the cast was clogged with
rubble stones. Some of the complex’s deeper parts have not yet been cleared,
while others are still being used by residents of neighboring houses.

MIMAR SINAN UNDERGROUND CITY
Agimas - ayson - Tarkey
Survey: E Tok, E G, C. Cankinb, A, Yamac (Feb 2015)

Fig. 6. Plan of Mimar Sinan underground city (Drawn by E. Tok, E. Gilli, (. Cankinh, and A. Yamag).
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Later, we found additional parts of this once unified underground city under
three more houses; they were blocked or featured closed tunnels. One of them
had double millstone doors, and in another, ca. 450 m northeast of the Mimar
Sinan underground city, three blocked tunnels were recorded. Therefore, we
think that the Mimar Sinan underground city originally constituted an enormous
underground defense complex that covered the entire village of Agirnas, as was
apparently the case in Biiyiik Buriingiiz as well (Yamag and Tok 2015a).

2.3. Agirnas Underground City (Figs. 7, 8)

Our expedition conducted the first comprehensive exploration and survey of
this subterranean defense system, located 200 m south of Agirnas {Fig. 2:8). It
includes a large, carefully-hewn chamber, 24 x 4 m, accessed from the east (Fig. 7).
Another entrance on the chamber’s northeast was blocked, but the millstone
door is still in place, The underground city's main tunnel is 60 m long; it extends
southeast and adjoins 11 exceptionally large rooms (Fig. 8). A second blocked
door is located near the tunnel’s middle, and another big chamber with two
adjoining rooms is located at the underground city’s southeastern end. This
chamber measures 11 x 5 m, manifests excellent artistry, and has an entrance
from the northeast. Interestingly, it also has a millstone door that closes off the
underground city’s main tunnel (Fig. 8).

Fig. 7. One of the large chambers of Agirnas underground city (Photo by C. Cankinth).
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AGIRNAS UNDERGROUND CITY
Afdinas - Melikgazi - Kaysen
Drawn: E. Tok, G Cankarih (July 2017)

Fig. 8. Plan of Agirnas underground city (Drawn by E. Tok and C. Cankanli).

As noted above, for the Mimar Sinan underground city, an expansive
subterranean complex extends beneath the entire village of Agirnas. In this vein,
the existence of a distinct underground city no more than 200 m away seems
unlikely. Perhaps, a thousand years ago, another small settlement stood at this
location, and its residents excavated their own defense system. On the other
hand, however, it is improbable that a settlement located so close to the village
would have disappeared completely.

Alternatively, the Agirnas underground city may have operated as a religious
complex independent of the village. Several unparalleled elements support this
second theory. Firstly, there is a church at the entrance to the underground city,
similar to the one in St. Mercurius (Yamag, Tok, and Filikei 2014). Secondly,
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a refectory is installed behind this church, including a rock-carved table and
benches. Refectories of this sort, named trapeza (plural trapezai), are familiar
Byzantine architectural features encountered in numerous rock-cut monasteries
(Lucas 2003; Ousterhout 2010; Oztiirk 2012). Lastly, a circular hall opposite
the trapeza is likely to have operated as a kitchen: It is 5.5 m in diameter, has a
high ceiling, a massive chimney, and a fireplace.

Thus, insofar as these elements constitute a refectory and a kitchen and noting
the considerable size of many chambers, this underground city is probably best
understood as a religious settlement and even a monastery.

2.4. Belagas1 Underground City No. 2 (Figs. 9, 10)

Belagasi is the old Armenian village of Gesi on the outskirts of Otedere Valley. It
was founded in the 16005 and was part of the old Koramaz District. We surveyed
and mapped a total of 28 abandoned rock-cut dwellings in this village. Some of
them have 6-7 rooms. Two of the rock-cut dwellings in this village are connected
to two different and long underground cities.

The system labeled Belagast underground city no. 2 is accessed through the
rear wall of a 12 x 9 m, rubble-filled rock-cut dwelling. Although there is no
millstone door in the tunnel today, the door shaft on the wall is still observable.
This rock-cut complex has a total of 52 rooms, most of them less than 1-2 m2
in area, arranged in a unique maze-like pattern to the right and left of the main
tunnel (Fig. 10). Contrary to its moderate dimensions, Belagas: is one of the
underground cities with most rooms in Anatolia, including the impressive
Derinkuyu and Kaymakh underground cities (Bixio 2012: 85-98). Although
some of the rooms may have constituted storage areas, the existence of so many
of them in a village that has only 28 cave houses and another underground city
nearby is still inexplicable.
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Fig. 9. Some of Belagasi Underground City No. 2% 52 small rooms, of which most are 1-2 m2
( Photo by AE. Keskin).

BELAGASI UNDERGROUND CITY NOZ
Belagasl, Gesl, Kaysori, Turkey
A E. Kaskin, E Tok [Jure 2014}

o'mag

Fig. 10, Plan of Belagas: Underground City No. 2 (Drawn by AE. Keskin and E. Tok),
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2.5. Otedere Valley Underground City No. 1 (Figs. 11,12)

The valley extending south of Belagas: village, 7 km east of Kayseri, is known
as Otedere Valley. While unsettled today, two underground cities have been
recorded there. The complex labeled Otedere Valley Underground City No. 1 is
located on a steep rocky wall and is described by the locals as a lepers” hospital
(Fig. 2:4). While it has many rooms with broad windows facing the valley, it also
has substantial stone walls, 4-5 m high (Fig. 11).

Fig. 11. Fagade of Otedere Valley Underground City No.1. Note high walls at the upper right
corner { Photo by A. Yamag).

Even if the high stone walls are not defensive, the inner tunnels and two large
millstone doors indicate that the complex’s initial purpose was not to serve as a
lepers’hospital. After the entrance room, two tunnels branch eastand west ( Fig. 12).
The eastern tunnel has a millstone door at its entrance and is blocked with
debris 3 m in. The western tunnel has a millstone door 3.5 m in; this millstone
is 1.2 m in diameter and 0.26 m thick. Here, the system has a small northern
branch consisting of several rooms with windows facing the valley. Another
tunnel leads east through a 43° incline and staircase to a chamber on an upper
level, whose facade is completely open to the valley.
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OTEDERE VALLEY UNDERGROUND CITY MO 1
Belagasi, Gesi, Kayser, TURKEY
} A, Yamac (Apr, 2014)

L«E.E.

Fig. 12. Plan of Otedere Valley Underground City No. 1 {Drawn by A Yamag).

This complex is unlike any other. Rooms open to the valley and broad
windows imply that this rock-cut system was a place of habitation. However,
underground passages, millstone doors, and a large windowless chamber on the
lowest floor, descended by rock-cut stairs, suggest otherwise. Considered as a
whole, perhaps this complex is best understood as an unfinished underground
city that was later converted into a rock-cut settlement.

2.6. Doganh “Forty Steps” Underground City (Figs. 13, 14)

While widely discussed (Bixio 2012; Gillyaz and Yenipinar 2007; Yériikoglu
1989), we are the first to offer a detailed survey and map of Doganli Underground
City. One of its most distinguishing features is its position on an empty plateau,
2 km from the nearest settlement—Doganl Village. This is a curious situation:
It is unlikely that, at times of crisis, the village’s inhabitants would have sought
refuge 2 km away. A more probable explanation is that an old settlement used to
occupy the plateau, but no remains are left today.

Another oddity of Doganli is its main chamber (Fig.13). Accessed through
a carved 38°%-inclined staircase, this chamber is 500 m* in size and supported by
15 rock-cut columns, constituting the largest underground chamber recorded to
date. Its closest parallels in Cappadocia are Kemer Oren (400 m?) and Derinkuyu
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(300 m?), both thought to have been used as churches (Bixio 2012: 97).
Furthermore, the chamber has 14 rock-carved cells separated by thin walls
along its north and east sides. It is also equipped with a cistern, 3 x2x 2 m,
containing perfectly clean water, a remarkable testimony of ancient architectural
and engineering skills. Why Doganli Underground City would have needed
a 500 m* chamber is a mystery.

Fig. 13. The main chamber of Doganl Underground City (Photo by A. Yamag),

From the chamber, the subterranean system branches in three directions:
east, north, and south (Fig. 14). The eastern branch consists of a tunnel blocked
by debris. The northern branch comprises a 74 m-long tunnel blocked with
debris. However, this northern branch has an additional limb leading up to the
surface through a large room. The southern branch exits from the beginning of
the stairs in the main entrance, It consists of a tunnel, four relatively large rooms,
several small rooms, and a chapel. One of the small rooms had a collapsed ceiling
that provided access to the surface. The chapel is located on the east side of the
branch; it is tiny, 3 x 2 m, and seems to have never been reused. Apparently,
all tunnel connections reaching the surface were protected by millstone doors.
Although some of them are no longer in place, their presence is indicated by
operation rooms that opened and closed the millstone doors and millstone
door slots in the tunnel walls.
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Fig. 14. Plan of Doganli Underground City { Drawn by E. Tok and A. Yamag).
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2.7. Talasira Underground City (Figs. 15-17)

Talasira is smaller than most underground cities. However, located on a plain
between the villages of Giizelkoy and Giirpinar, 15 km east of Kayseri (Fig. 2:10),
it epitomizes the architectural appropriation of a small-scale natural formation
for social needs. It capitalizes on an isolated tuff outcrop, 300 m in diameter, in
an otherwise flat alluvial plain. The miners kept away from the outcrop’s weaker
and fractured parts in the west and focused on its southeastern section instead.
Notably, the roofs of several rooms in the south collapsed and were subsequently
converted into barns, perhaps long after they went out of their initial use.

The chamber on the northeastern side of the complex, located ca. 16 m north
of the complex’s center, is likely to have been part of the original system (Fig. 17).
The site’s northern part is completely destroyed by collapse. Two more tunnels
offer access from this area; both have millstone doors and operation rooms. The
city’s middle section has another entrance also equipped with a millstone and
an operation room. Altogether, 12 chambers were surveyed, almost all of which
are equipped with silos.

Fig. 15. A millstone at Talasira Underground City ( Photo by A.E. Keskin).
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Fig. 16. A rock-cut dwelling at the entrance to Talasira Underground City (Photo by A.E, Keskin),

TALASIRA UNDERGROUND CITY

Guzelkdy - Melikgazi - Kaysar - Turkey
34435, 26N, 35°40'45 537E
Al Yamag (Apr. 2018)

Fig. 17. Plan of Talasira Underground City { Drawn by A. Yamag).
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Talasira has peculiarly short and curved tunnels that begin and end in the same
chamber. Similar tunnels were also recorded in the lowest level of Derinkuyu,
and they seem functionally redundant. While they may have served as traps, we
are inclined to consider them a particular quarrying method designed to expand
the chamber by removing the rock block encircled by the tunnel.

Six millstone doors were documented in this small subterranean defense
system. However, only one was in situ in the southeast tunnel. Several cave
dwellings were observed in the area south of the underground city; however,
they were partially collapsed and have been abandoned for a long time. Another
interesting observation is the occurrence of graves south and east of the outcrop.
We identified 22 graves, all looted, but the number is likely to have been higher.

2.8. Kugca@iz Underground City (Figs. 18, 19)

Kugcagiz Underground City is located in a valley, 3 km east of Kuscagz Village,
Tomarza District (Fig. 2:18), and it is one of the longest underground cities
we have surveyed in the Kayseri region. It is 485 m long and has four different
entrances on the side facing the valley. Due to heavy talus, it is impossible to
determine the size of the cliff settlement. However, it is notable that numerous
rock-cut tomb structures are observed in the valley walls, at least some of which
date to the Roman and Byzantine periods, implicating that Kuscagiz was dugin a
distinctly funerary area.

Fig. 18. Surveying a tunnel in Kuscagrz Underground City (Photo by A.E. Keskin).
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From north to south, the underground city is 105 m long, and all four
entrances are protected with millstone doors. The system has ten chambers, of
which some are impressive, For instance, the chamber located after the second
entrance to the north is a level lower than the entrance and measures 13 % 7 m.
Another room in the northern part of the complex has 11 silos and must
have functioned as a storage chamber. Another noteworthy observation is
that while tunnels in the south reached dead-ends, two tunnels leading north
were found blocked with debris. Roman and Byzantine-period ruins on the
surface demonstrate the valley'’s archaeological significance, calling for more

comprehensive surveys.

KUSCASZ UNDERGROUND CITY
ALY K MRS L
A8 Yamag, Exgs Tok, Erg Gl [Age 2017)

Fig. 19. Plan of Kugcagiz Underground City (Drawn by A. Yamag, E. Tok, and E. Gilli).
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2.9. Eski Pusath Underground City (Figs. 20, 21)

Locally known as Old Pusath Village, this underground city is located on a
plain beside a rocky ridge, 2 km north of Pusath Village in the Tomarza District
(Fig. 2:25). The striking feature of this subterranean complex is that it was
excavated into the flat plain before the cliff instead of into the cliff walls, as is
usually the case. It also demonstrates extraordinary workmanship, including a
digging technique superior to any other noted in Tomarza, even across Kayseri.

Eski Pusath Underground City has two levels. The upper level has four
interconnected chambers and four entrances, only one of which is still accessible.
It comprises a shaft and a narrow inclined tunnel protected by a millstone door
and originates on the lower floor. The lower level has four chambers east of the
entrance and a westbound tunnel leading to four other large chambers. Two
millstone doors defend the tunnel, one of which (3 m from the entrance) has
no operation room.

Fig. 20. Surveying in front of a millstone door at Eski Pusath Underground City
(Photo by A.E. Keskin).
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Fig. 21. Plan of Eski Pusath Underground City ( Drawn by E. Tok and A. Yamag).

2.10. Ali Dag underground city (Figs. 22,23)

This underground structure is located on the slope of Ali Dagr (Mount Ali),
12 km from the Kayseri city center (Fig. 2:1), and it is an architectural oddity on
all accounts. A preliminary sketch plan was produced by Yorikoglu ( Yorikoglu
1989: 21) but criticized by Bixio (2012: 53): “... the network of tunnels, as seen
from the graphics, appears preposterous and, above all, unjustified. A topographic
survey is expected to ... change the plan.”

Two years after Bixios critique, we conducted a systematic survey of the site
and found that it consists of two principal branches with a total length of 528
m: an eastern branch and a western branch. The eastern branch comprises long
and winding tunnels that terminate with dead-ends. The western branch is more
elaborate and has three principal components, none suitable for refuge at a time
of crisis: a large chamber, a 180 m-long tunnel, and a cistern, It is unclear why a
cistern would require a tunnel of such length. Another notable peculiarity is the
southwest-oriented bifurcation where the tunnel creates a ring, approximately
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mid-way to the cistern. This bifurcation appears to have been abandoned quite
carly. To the north of today's exist are three small rooms. They were built to

serve as a warchouse, a kitchen, and a church, but since then had been converted
into dovecotes with windows opening to the outside.
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Fig. 23. Cistern of Ali Dagn Undesground City ( Photo by A Yamag ).
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2.11. Ali Saip Pasa Underground City (Figs. 24, 25)

This underground complex is located in Talas District, Kayseri (Fig. 2:2). It is
open to the public and was und::rgoing restoration when we conducted our
research. It is accessed through the basement of a 19th-century house and
consists of a single 916 m-long tunnel, 60-90 cm wide and 1.5-2.1 m high, with
an abrupt end. Interestingly, the tunnel’s last 50 m features a V-vaulted ceiling, the
like of which was recorded in no other underground city or tunnel. Additionally,
there are some indications of galleries north of the entrance. These, however, are
clogged or collapsed and have not yet been excavated and explored.

If Al Saip Paga is indeed an umicrgmund city, its main components have
not yet been discovered and should be sought in the clogged galleries near the
entrance. The absence of stone doors and bifurcations in the tunnel suggests it
was intended to serve as an escape tunnel.

Fig. 24. Inside the tunnel of Ali Saip Paga Underground City {Photo by A. Yamag).
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ALl SAIP PASA UNDERGROUND CITY
Talas, Kayser
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Fig. 25. Plan of Ali Saip Pasa Underground City (Drawn by E. Tok).

2.12. Kurlangsg Valley Underground City (Figs. 26, 27)

Kirlangig Valley Underground City is carved into the western wall of Kirlangig
Valley, one of Kayseri's major natural attractions. It is located on the road from
Kayseri to Erciyes Mountain, ca. 1 km north of the Hisarcik District (Fig. 2:5). It
is extraordinary on two accounts: It has a five-story structure, and its entire front
is open to the valley (Fig. 26).

In total, the complex is 505 m long and 56 m high. The upper three floors
are accessible from the slope and are notable for their expansive halls and living
spaces. The fourth floor is reached via a steep flight of stairs, and its rooms are
comparatively small, while the bottom floor has no rooms but only a blocked
tunnel that presumably reached the valley bottom. Perhaps, it connects with a
tunnel observed at the level of the stream.

The absence of millstone doors and the broad windows open to the valley
on most floors suggests that this complex was a settlement, not an underground
city of refuge. However, it is also unlike other rock settlements known in the
Kayseri area: It is relatively difficult to access (reached via a steep slope), its first
hall is large enough to fulfill public functions, and the hall on the floor below is
furnished with six carefully carved adjoining rooms.
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Fig. 26. Entrance of Kirlangic Valley Underground City (Photo by A. Yamag).

KIRLANGIC VALLEY UNDERGROUND CITY
SENPLLET W ITROTE
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Fig. 27. Plan of Kirlangig Valley underground city (Drawn by E. Tok).
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2.13. Harman Yeri Underground City (Fig. 28)

Throughout Anatolia, from Phrygia in the west to the Urartu Highlands in the
cast, one encounters deep cisterns equipped with broad rock-carved staircases.
One such rock-cut cistern located in a small valley to the east of Kayseri's Talas
District was converted with great effort into one of Anatolia’s most architecturally
distinct underground cities (Fig. 2:21). It consists of two components. The
first is the 32 m-deep cistern and its spacious gallery of stairs, 1.5-2.0 m wide
and 2 m high. The second component consists of a defensive tunnel and chambers
cut from the gallery’s wall and protected with a millstone door. Three additional
small rooms quarried along the gallery leading to the cistern are attributed to this
component, as is the deliberate sealing of the gallery’s main entrance.

HARMAN YERI UNDERGROUND CITY
Harman Yeri - Talas - Kayseri
3804045, 7644 N, 3593257 6B E
All Yamag (Feb, 2017}

d

Fig. 28. Plan of Harman Yeri Underground City (Drawn by A, Yamag).
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2.14. Kuruképrii Underground Structure (Figs. 29-31)

Kuruképrii (Dry Bridge) in Talas District takes its name from the aqueduct
located next to the district’s main road (Fig. 2:16). It is widely believed that both
before the aqueduct was built and after it went out of use, water was carried to
ancient Kayseri by underground channels, although none have been identified
to date. Either way, this basaltic area features one of the most interesting and
strange underground structures in all of Turkey. It consists of a north-south
oriented tunnel, 265 m long, 0.7 m wide, and 1.4 m high (Fig. 29). It is accessible
from two locations, both extremities terminate in a cul-de-sac, six bifurcations
branch from the tunnel westward (four are blocked), and no defensive doors
have been observed. Interestingly, another parallel channel was detected due to
local subsidences or breaks in the wall (Fig. 30). While this second channel is too
narrow to be surveyed, it seems natural, extending both north and south beyond
the artificial tunnel.

KURUKOPR( UNDERGROUND STRUCTURE |
VOA.TEH, MV BE
Fa Yinrmas, Bl Tok (C 2018}

Fig. 29. Plan of Kurukoprii Underground Structure (Drawn by A. Yamag).
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Fig. 30. Natural waterway parallel to Kuruképrii Underground Structure
{Photo by A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 31. Artificial tunnel of Kurukoprii Underground Structure {Photo by A.E. Keskin).
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2.15. Sahmelik Western Rock Settlement (Figs. 32, 33)
Sahmelik Valley is located ca. 2 km north of Sahmelik Village in Develi ( Fig. 2:22);

it enjoys comparatively broad beds of arable land and has rock settlements carved
in its steep walls. The most impressive of these settlements is probably the one
we labeled the Western Rock Settlement, excavated into the valley’s northwest
wall. The entrance is 7 m up the cliff wall, and hand and foot recesses for climbing
are visible (Fig. 32). The entrance opens onto a 65 m2 hall consisting of four
parts, The complex extends southwest, featuring a sequence of three relatively
large rooms and three ancillary chambers. From the middle room, an 18 m-long
tunnel branches to the northwest leading to a 12 m2 space with a silo in its north
corner and a small indeterminate rock-carved feature in the south corner. Given
the absence of windows or other means of ventilation, it is safe to reject the
hypothesis that this feature was a hearth; alternatively, we may cautiously suggest
it may have been a toilet. While this complex resembles other rock-cut dwellings,
its relatively high position above the valley floor and the deep isolated room at the
end of a long tunnel constitute notable exceptions. Perhaps, this was a station for
a military garrison.

Fig. 32. View of Sahmelik Valley Western Rock Settlement’s facade (Photo by A, Yamag).
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A

Fig. 33. Plan of Sahmelik Valley Western Rock Settlement {Drawn by A. Yamag).

2.16. Tombak Cliff Settlement (Figs. 34, 35)

One km east of Tombak Village, a dense rock-cut settlement is observed in a
rugged escarpment (Fig. 2:26). Most elements are houses and barns, while others
are apparently silos and cisterns, suggesting this may have been where Tombak
Village had begun. Among these components, occupying the lowest portion of
the rocky wall, is an extraordinary two-level, seven-room structure known as
the Tombak Castle. Out of the back wall of one of Tombak Castle’s upper-level
rooms extends a winding and descending northbound tunnel, 0.65-0.80 m wide
and 89 m long, The elevation difference between the tunnel’s ends is 6.5 m, and
steps were installed in some sections to facilitate the passage.

Interestingly, although definitively dug for defensive purposes, no millstone
doors, operation rooms, or traps were noted. Near its farther end, the tunnel
transitions from the soft tuff rock formation to a relatively hard andesite breccia.
At its end, the tunnel opens onto a room dug into the hard breccia. It is more
than 100 m2 and has an irregular plan. Two columns support its ceiling, and
two large silos are carved into the floor. In a large depression in the room’s north
wall, a blocked tunnel was recorded.
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Fig. 34. General view of Tombak cliff settlement’s facade (Photo by A, Yamag).

TOMBAK CLIFF SETTLEMENT
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Fig. 35. Plan of Tombak cliff settlement { Drawn by A, Yamag).
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3. Discussion

While we stated in the introduction that all underground cities in Cappadocia
were dug by local Christians between the 7th and 11th centuries CE for defense
purposes, this is but an estimate based on limited data: the occasional engraved
cross, several churches, and a handful of Byzantine pottery sherds. Since these
structures are hidden defense shelters, historical evidence is naturally wanting,
and alternative hypotheses arguing for much earlier inception dates are expected.

One such hypothesis was forwarded by Urban, one of the first researchers of
underground cities in the region. He proposed that these defensive structures
in Cappadocia date back to the 8th-7th centuries BCE (Urban 1973a; 1973b;
1973¢). At this time, Cappadocia was a buffer zone between the Phrygian and
Assyrian kingdoms. In principle, it was under Tabal rule, which was subservient
to the Phrygian Kingdom. However, it is known that as Assyrian pressure
mounted on the borders, Tabal kings would switch sides from time to time.
Additionally, the Assyrians attacked Cappadocia on several occasionsin 718 BCE
and following years. Notably, the geopolitical strains on Cappadocia persisted
also after the fall of the Assyrian Kingdom in 612 BCE, after which a conflict
broke out between the Med and Lydia kingdoms (590-585 BCE; Sevin 1998).
Recently, several studies voiced support for Urban’s hypothesis, arguing that it
cannot be ignored (Mora et al. 2020).

Another hypothesis dates the underground systems back to the 9th-8th
centuries BCE, noting the proximity of Neo-Hittite inscriptions in Topada,
Karaburna, and Sivasa to specific defense structures and their reference to
military operations. According to this theory, the underground cities and refuges
were dug by the region’s Neo-Hittite residents for military and defense purposes
(Mora et al. 2017; 2020).

Strictly speaking, any choice between the competing theories on the
emergence of these defense structures must be firmly anchored in archaeological
evidence. Unfortunately, for now, positive archaeological evidence only consists
of crosses engraved on walls, churches, and a few Byzantine pottery sherds.
Therefore, we provisionally argue that the underground cities are best dated to
the Byzantine Empire between the 7th and 11th centuries CE.
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4, Conclusion

Our ongoing research has effectively demonstrated the exceptional and often
overwhelming diversity of the Cappadocian underground defense systems. It
also underscored the architectural creativity and resourcefulness of the region’s
inhabitants. As monuments to a region’s 400-year struggle for survival against
repeated raids, Cappadocia’s intricate subterranean systems embody humanist
values beyond history and archaeology and, therefore, must be protected.

Acknowledgments

Eight years ago, when we started working together, none of us expected such
results. Over the years, Kayseri Underground Structures Inventory Project proved
uniquely important. It would have been impossible without the dedication and
efforts of Prof. Osman Ozsoy, Kayseri Coordinator of CEKUL Foundation.

References

Alan, E. and Crane, H. 2006. Sinan’s Autobiographies: Five Sixteenth-Century Texts.
Leiden: Brill.

Akyiirek, E,, Comezoglu, O, Tiryaki, A., Yamag, A., Karakaya, N., Mimiroglu, M.,
Barut, F, Uyar, T., and Evcim, 5. 2015. Tiirkiye Arkeolojik Yerlesmeleri 8: Bizans/Ig
Anadolu. Istanbul: Ege Yayinlan

Ash, J. 2006. A Byzantine Journey. 2nd edition. London: Tauris Parke Paperbacks.

Ayhan, A. 2004. Geological and Morphelogical Investigations of the Underground
Cities of Cappadocia Using GIS. M.A. Thesis, Middle East Technical University.

Bilici, M. 2002. Yeralt: $ehirleri Kazisi. Paper presented at the 13th Miize Calismalan ve
Kurtarma Kazilari Sempozyumu, Ankara.

Bixio, R. 2012. Cappadocia: Records of the Underground Sites. BAR International
Series 2413. Oxford: Archaeopress.

Cooper, E. and Decker, M. 2012. Life and Society in Byzantine Cappadocia. London:
Palgrave Macmillan.

Erkmen, M. 1998. Aydintepe Yeralt: Sehri Caligmalari. Paper presented at the 9th Mize
Kurtarma Kanlan Semineri, Ankara.

Faydal, E. 1992. Kavlaktepe Yeralts Sehri Kurtarma Kazisi. Paper presented at the 2nd
Miize Kurtarma Kazilari Semineri, Ankara.

Faydal, E. 1993. Kavlaktepe Yeralt: Sehri Kurtarma-Temizlik Kazisi. Paper presented at
the 3rd Miize Kurtarma Kazilan Semineri, Ankara.

Giilyaz, M., and Yenipinar, H. 2007. Underground Cities of Cappadocia. Nevsehir:
Diinya Kitap.



Underground Cities and Peculiar Underground Structures of Kayseri (Turkey) 106

Hild, F. and Restle, M. 1981. Kappadokien (Kappadokia, Charsianon, Sebasteia und
Lykandos). Wien: Verlag der Osterreichischen Akademie der Wissenshaften.

Inbagi, M. 1993. 16. Yiizyil Baglarinda Kayseri. Kayseri: Il Kiiltiir Miidiirliigi.

Kempe, D. 1988. Living Underground: A History of Cave and Cliff Dwelling. London:
Herbert Press Ltd.

Kuban, D. 2011 Sinan's Art and Selimiye. Istanbul: Tiirkiye Is Bankas: Kiiltiir Yayinlan.

Lucas, P. 2003. Les établissements monastiques de la basse vallée de Goreme et de ses
abords. Dossiers d'Archéologie 283: 32-41.

Mora, C., Balza, M., Bixio, K., and De Pascale, A. 2017. A Link between "Ancient Words”
and the “Underground World"™: Cappadocian Landscape, Rock-cut Structures and
Textual Evidence from Hittite Documentation. Paper presented at HYPOGEA
2017: International Congress of Speleclogy in Artificial Caves, Cappadocia, Turkey.

Mora, C,, Balza, M., Bixio, R,, and De Pascale, A. 2020. Cappadocia, a “Hidden"
Landscape: "Underground World” and Neo-Hittite Evidence. Paper presented at the
1 1th International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East, Munich.

Necipoglu, G. 2011. The Age of Sinan: Architectural Culture in the Ottoman Empire.
London: Reaktion Books.

Ousterhout, R. 2010. Remembering the Dead in Byzantine Cappadocia: The
Architectural Settings for Commemoration. Pp. 89-100 in Architecture of
Byzantium and Kievan Rus from the 9th to 12th Centuries, ed. O. loannisian and
D. Jolshin. Transactions of the State Hermitage Museum 53. St. Petersburg: The
State Hermitage Publishers.

QOusterhout, R. 2017. Visualizing Community: Art, Material Culture, and Settlement
in Byzantine Cappadocia . Washington DC: Harvard University Press.

Ozkorucuklu, H. 1991. Aydintepe Yeralt: Kenti. Paper presented at the 2nd Miize
Kurtarma Kazilan Semineri, Ankara.

Qgztiirk, F. 2012, The Unusual Separation of Cappadocian Refectories and Kitchens: An
Enigma of Architectural History. METU JFA 29/1: 153-169.

Sevin, V. 1998. MO 1. Binyil Demir Cagi: Kralhgin Koruyuculan. Pp. 170-193 in
Kapadokya, ed. M. Sozen. Istanbul: Ayhan Sahenk Foundation.

Sozen, M. 1988. Sinan, Architect of Ages: Arts in the Age of Sinan. Ankara: Ministry of
Culture and Tourism of the Turkish Republic.

Sozen, M. 2004. Mimar Sinan Evi Restorasyon Projesi. Istanbul: CEKUL.

Sahin, 8. 1993. Ozliice Yeralt: Sehri. Paper presented at the 3rd Miize Kurtarma Kazilan
Semineri, Ankara.

Triolet, . and Triolet, L. 1993. Les villes souterraines de Cappadoce. Torcy: DMI édition.

Triolet, J. and Triclet, L. 1996. Deux conceptions du grand souterrain: refuge Villageois
Hiermont ( Picardie, France) et Sivasa (Cappadoce, Turquic). Subterranean 97: 2-10.

Triolet, ]. and Triolet, L. 2002. L'organizzazione difensiva. Pp. 253-264 in Cappadocia.
Le citta sotterranee, ed. R. Bixio, V. Castellani, and C. Succhiarelli. Roma: Istituto
Poligraficoe Zecca dello Stato.



Underground Cities and Peculiar Underground Structures of Kayseri (Turkey) 107

Triolet, J. and Triolet, L. 2013, Underground Refuges and War Tunnels (France,
Cappadocia, Afghanistan, Vietnam and Lebanon). Opera Ipogea, 15/1: §1-60

Urban, M. 1973a. Das Ritsel der unterirdischen Stidte Siidostanatoliens. Zweiter Teil:
Geschichtlicher Rahmen und Deutungen. Vorland 7: 174-181.

Urban, M. 1973b, Das Ritsel der unterirdischen Stidte Siidostanatoliens. Erster Teil:
Der Befund. Vorland 6: 150-153.

Urban, M. 1973c. Das Ritsel der unterirdischen Stadte Sidostanatoliens. Dritter Teil:
Maginotlinie der Frihgeschichte. Vorland 8: 205-212.

Yamag, A. 2017. Underground Settlements and Cave Dwellings of Agirnas Village,
Kayseri (Southeast Turkey). Paper presented at the HYPOGEA 2017: International
Congress of Speleology in Artificial Caves, Cappadocia, Turkey.

Yamag, A. and Tok, E. 2015a. An Architect’s Underground City. Opera Ipogea 17/1: 37-46.

Yamag, A. and Tok, E. 2015b. Surveying Some of the Touristic Underground Cities
of Cappadocia (Turkey). Paper presented at the HYPOGEA 20135: International
Congress of Speleology in Artificial Caves, Rome, Italy.

Yamag, A, Tok, E.,, and Filkei, B. 2014, St Mercurius Underground City of Saratli
(Aksaray-Turkey). Opera Ipgea 16/2: 37-46.

Yoriikoglu, 0. 1989. Underground Cities in Cappadocia. Ankara: Asik Ofset.















