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1909 tarihli Kiepert haritasinda Kayseri ve civari




TESEKKUR

* Yizlerce yillik bir ge¢mise sahip olan Kayseri Yeralt1 Yapilar’'nin envanter-
lenmest ve gelecek kusaklara aktarilmasina yonelik destegi dolayistyla Kayseri
Biytuksehir Belediye Baskant Sayin Memduh Buytkkili¢’a,

* Bu projeye katkilar1 ve bu projeden bagimsiz olarak, Tiurkiye’nin kiltiirel
mirasinin korunmasina yonelik inanilmaz cabalart dolayistyla CEKUL Vakfi
Baskani Sayin Prof. Metin S6zen’e,

* Bu projey1 yoktan var eden ve inanilmaz dirayetiyle gecen on yil icinde uluslar-
arast bir seviyeye tastyan, yillar boyu tim sorunlarimiza ¢6zim bulmast ve yol
gbstermesinin yanisira hicbir calismamizda bizi yalniz birakmayan sevgili dos-
tumuz, CEKUL Vakfi Kayseri Koordinatérii Sayin Prof. Osman Ozsoy’a,

yurekten tesekkiirti bir bore biliriz.






GIRIS

OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu olarak 27 Aralik 2013 tarihinde ‘Kayseri
Yeralt1 Yapilart Envanteri Projest” icin calismaya basladik. Kayseri Buytikse-
hir Belediyesi ve CEKUL Vakfi ile bitlikte, ticlii bir protokola bagli olarak
yurttilen bu proje, Kayseri’de bulunan tim yeralu yapilarini arastirmayi, 6lctip
haritalamayi, fotograflayarak belgelemeyi igertyordu.

Projenin baslangicindan bu yana bolgedeki tim envanter ve tescil ¢alisma-
larint stirekli ve diizenli olarak takip etsek bile, gecen on yil boyunca yaptigimiz
calismalar sirasinda Ol¢iip haritaladigimiz, fotograflayip belgeledigimiz her bir
yeraltt yapisina karsilik, daha 6nce bilinmeyen bircok yeni yapinin varligini
ogrenmenin saskinligini sirekli olarak yasamaktayiz. “Kayseri Yeraltt Yapilari
Envanteri Projesi” basladiginda hi¢ kimse bu denli biyik ve uzun soluklu bir
projeye adim atildigini disunmiyordu.

Bu proje bugiin geldigi noktada; ilk defa tarafimizdan arastirilip Olgiilen ve
haritalanip raporlanan 13 kaya yerlesimi, 43 yeralt1 sehri, 51 kaya kilisesi, 3 yer-
alt1 su yapist ve 10 Asur maden ocagy ile, degil Turkiye’nin, dinyanin en buytiik
yeraltt yapilari arastirma projelerinden birisi olarak saygin bir yere sahiptir.
‘Kaya Yerlesimleri’ ile kasdedilen kompleksin tim yapilart kayalara oyulmus
bir kéy oldugu ve bahsi gegen 13 kaya yerlesiminden sadece birisi olan Dim-
itre’nin 229 farkl yapr icerdigi gz Ontne alinirsa bu calismanin biyukliga
daha da iyt anlasilacaktir.

Bugtine dek arastirdigimiz kaya ve yeraltt yapilarinin dokiimu su sekildedir:

KAYA KILISELERI

Degirmendere Vadisi 3

Avedik Vadisi 1

Derevenk Vadisi 1 (Manastir)
Belagas1t Mevkii 1

Develi 1

Glney — Gest 1

Subast 1 (Manastir)
Boyact 1

Agirnas 15

Dimitre 7

Vekse 5

Ispidin 14

TOPLAM 51



YERALTI SEHIRLERI

Ali Dagi . Emirusagi
Ali Saip Pasa . Incili
Catalin . Stumengen
Penzikli . Kirkor Mevkii
Kirlangi¢ Vadisi . Kuruképri
Otedere Vadisi No 1 . Fatinler
Otedere Vadisi No 2 . Kuscagiz
Belagast No 1 . Komur
Belagast No 2 . Glistan
Doganli . Harman Yeri
Glizeloz . Sahmelik Vadisi No 1
Agirnas . Sahmelik Vadisi No 2
imar Sinan . Buyuk Burtunguz
Mustafa Bozdemir . Kictk Birtungtz
Subast No 1 . Mahmutcuk
Subast No 2 . Eski Pusatlt
Subast No 3 . Tombak
Sosun . Pazaroren
Biinyan . Hobek
Dadaloglu . Gurpinar
Talasira . Comakli
Danalik
TOPLAM 43
KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Dimitre 229 Yap1

Agirnas 195 Yapt

Akin 78 Yap1

Cevril 53 Yapt

Degirmendere 33 Yapi

Yemliha 32 Yapi

Belagasi 28 Yapt

Boyact 18 Yap1

Incesu 14 Yap1

Dadaloglu 9 Yapt

K. Birunguz 8 Yapi

Avedik 4 Yapt

Vekse 4 Yap1



Yillar 6nce oldukea basit bir proje olarak baslayan ve bugtin sayisiz yeraltt seh-
rinin ve kaya yerlesiminin kesfi ile devam eden diinya ¢apindaki bu ¢alismanin
onuru, hi¢c kuskusuz, Kayseri Buytiksehir Belediyest’ne aittir. Yillar boyu biz
lere sagladiklart destek, ytizol¢imu bazt tilkelerden bile daha btyiik olan bu ilin
her kosesini arastirmamiza imkan saglamaya devam ediyor.

Daha 0nce yayimlanan altt ara raporda da belirttigimiz gibi; bu projenin temel
amaci, Kayseri ilinde bulunan ve bu bélgenin tarihsel gecmist ve kilttirt i¢in
son derece onemli olan, 6te yandan, kacak kazilarla veya artarak devam eden
insaatlarla hizla yok edilen antik kaya yerlesimlerinin ve yeralt1 yapilarinin daha
fazla gecikmeden arastirilmasi, belgelenmesi, haritalanmasi ve kapsamli bir en-
vanterinin hazirlanmasidir.

Her ne kadar giiniimiizde “Kapadokya” olarak bilinen bélge Urgiip- Géreme
civart ise de, antik caglarda Kapadokya’nin baskenti Kayseri (Caeserae)
idi. Bugtnkt turistik Kapadokya’nin 70 km dogusunda bulunan Kayseri
ginumiizden 10 milyon yil 6nce baslayan yogun volkanik aktiviteden aynen
komsusu gibi etkilenmisti. Bu volkanik faaliyet zaman zaman durmus, ardin-
dan tekrar baslamis ve milyonlarca yil devam etmisti. Tarihsel caglara dek
stren bu puskirmeler sonucunda sadece Kayseri civarinda sayilart 70 civarin-
da olan kiicuk — buytk bircok yanardag, bolgeye kalinligr yer yer 200 metreye
ulasan tif ve ignimbrit puskiirtmislerdi.

Urgiip ve Géreme’de oldugu gibi, antik Caeserae’da da bu yumusak volkanik
kayaclar yorede yasayan insanlar tarafindan kazilmis, kayalarin icine meskenler,
kiliseler ve korunma amacl savunma yapilari insa edilmisti.

Kapadokya’nin daha c¢ok bilinen turistik yorelerinden farkli olarak, Kayseri’nin
kaya yapilari ve yeraltt sehirleri daha 6nce arastirlmamistir. Halbuki, bu bélgede
bulunan yeralt: yerlesimlerinin buytk bir kismi mimari agidan Kapadokya’nin
diger kisimlariyla rekabet edebilecek kalite ve gtizelliktedir.

Kiliseleri harig¢ tutarsak, kayalara oyulmus tim bu yapilarin tarihini tespit ede-
bilmemiz mimkiin degildir. Yeraltt sehirlerinin MS. 7 ila 11. ytzyillar arasinda
kazildigi distintilmekte ise de, bu tarihler arkeolojik olarak hentiz ispatlanmus
degildir. Ote yandan; mesken, ahir, agil, depo gibi kaya oyma yapilar gecen
yuzyillar boyunca kesintisiz olarak kullanilmalart dolayisiyla hicbir sekilde ta-
rihlenememektedir.

Bu calismanin; raporlarimizda bahsi gegen tim bu yapilar i¢cinde heniiz tescil
edilmemislerin de tescil edilerek daha kapsaml bir sekilde korunmasi, 6nemli
yapilara farkli kullanim amaglar saglanarak degerlendirilmeleri ve bu sekilde
gelecek kusaklara kazandirilmalari icin bir baslangic olmasinit diliyoruz.



Caligmalarimiz ve Raporlarimiz

27-29 Aralik 2013
25-28 Ocak 2014

27 Subat-2 Mart 2014
3-6 Nisan 2014
15-19 May1s 2014
12-15 Haziran 2014
24-27 Ekim 2014
7-9 Kasim 2014

4-7 Nisan 2015

3-6 Temmuz 2015
5-8 Aralik 2015

1-4 Nisan 2016

8-12 Ekim 2016
6-10 Ocak 2017
15-19 Subat 2017
13-16 Nisan 2017
12-15 Mayis 2017
10-11 Temmuz 2017
12-16 Agustos 2017
25-29 Ekim 2017
6-11 Aralik 2017
8-13 Nisan 2017

28 Agus-7 Eylul 2017
20-23 Aralik 2018
14-17 Subat 2019
17-21 Kasim 2019
22-28 Haziran 2020
4-7 Aralik 2020
21-25 Nisan 2021
19-22 Ocak 2022
24-29 May1s 2022
21-27 Kasim 2022
31 May-6 Haz 2023
27 Kas-2 Aralik 2023
5-9 Subat 2024
12-17 Haziran 2024

1. Arastirma

2. Arastirma

3. Arastirma

4. Arastirma

5. Arastirma

6. Arastirma

7. Arastirma

8. Arastirma

9. Arastirma

10. Arastirma
11. Arastirma
12. Arastirma
13. Arastirma
14. Arastirma
15. Arastirma
16. Arastirma
17. Arastirma
18. Arastirma
19. Arastirma
20. Arastirma
21. Arastirma
22. Arastirma
23. Arastirma
24. Arastirma
25. Arastirma
26. Arastirma
27. Arastirma
28. Arastirma
29. Arastirma
30. Arastirma
31. Arastirma
32. Arastirma
33. Arastirma
34. Arastirma
35. Arastirma
36. Arastirma

1. Ara Rapor

2. Ara Rapor

3. Ara Rapor

4. Ara Rapor

5. Ara Rapor

6. Ara Rapor



HAZIRAN 2024 ITIBARIYLA CALISILAN KAYA YAPILARI VE YERALTI SEHIRLERI
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1. Al Dadi Yerall Sehn 28. Aysepinar kays mezaran
2. & Zaip Paga Yeralt Sehri 29, Oksenek kaya kifises)
3. Gesi | Dedirmendsre Vadisi kaya verlesimler, 30. Mahmutguk Yeralt Sehri
Catalin ve Penzikli yeralt 3shirler 3. Yenikdy kaya mezarlar)
4, Belagasi kaya yarlegimi. Mo 1 ve No 2 yeralt 32. Eski Pusath Yerall Sohn
sehirer, Cteders Vadisi Mo 1 ve No 2 yeralt 33. Vekse kaya yerbagimlan ve kilisalar
gehiriari 34. Dimitre kaya yerdasmler ve kilisalar
5. Kirlangeg Vadisi Yeralli Sehri 35. K. Blringiiz kaya yerlegimleri
B. Glzalaz Yerall Sehn 35. B. Biringuz Yeralti Sehn
7. Doganh Yerall Senrl 37. Incasu kaya yeregimlen
8. Agirnas, Mimar Sinan ve Mustafa Bezdamir 38, Talas Amerikan Koleji
yeraln sehideri, Akbin Wadisi kaya yerlegimleri 39. Denndere Mevkii guverciniikler
9, Subag Yeralt Sehn 40, Daravank Manastir
10. Demokrasi kaya yerlesimieri 41. Subag: Yerall SehriNo 2 va Mo 3
11, Talazra Yoeral Sekn £2. Binyan Yeralt Sehsd
12. Danalik Yerall Sehri 43 Sosun Yeralty Sehni
13. Dadaloglu kaya verlesimleri 44, Pazarbren Yeral Sehri
14, Emirugadl Yeralth Sehri 45, Bogazkopni kaya yeresimberi
15, Incili Yeralt Sehri 45, Dilek kaya yerlegimer
18, Sumengen Yerath Sehri 47 Bayramhaci kaya yerdasimberi
17. Kirkor Mavkil Yaralty Sehr 48, Hahcioflu Yeral Sahri
18, Kurukopri Yeralt Sehr 48 Yemliha kaye yerlesimbar
19, Fatinler Yeralt Sehn S0, Akin kaya yerlesimlen
20, Kugeadiz Yeralt Sehn 51. Boyac kaya yerlegimi
21, Kémiir Yeralt Sahri 2. Hobew Yerali Sehri
2. Gililistan Yarail Sehri 53, Cevril kaya yerlesimler
23. Harman Yan Yerall Sehn B4, Glrpinar Yarall Sehr
24, Subasi kaya kllisesi 55, Comakh Yerall Sehri
25. Sahmelik Vadis 58. Boyae Esk Maballe kaya yerlesimlen
28. Gazi Samig 57. Siimengen kaya yedegimberi
27 Tombak Tepe kaya yerlegimleari 58, Turanl kaya yerlesimleri




AKiN KAYA YERLESIMLERI
Akin Koyl - Kocasinan - Kayseri

Gizim: K. Kendirciler, F, Varol, A. Yamag (Subat - Mayis 2024)
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AKIN KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Akin Kaya Yerlesimleri, Kayseri / Kocasinan ilgesinin Akin Kéyi’nde yer al-
maktadir. Oldukea eski bir yerlesim yeri olmasina ragmen koy hakkinda her-
hangi bir tarihi kaynak bulunmamaktadir. Sefure Deveci Cetinkaya, Kayseri
Ansiklopedisi’nde koytn eski adinin ‘Karabekirli” oldugunu ve buraya yetlesen
‘Karabekirli’ adli Tirkmen asiretinden dolayt bu ismi aldigint yazmaktadir
(Cetinkaya, 2015). Ancak, Mehmet Inbasr’nin 1500 ve 1520 tanhh tahrir deft-
erlerindeki kayitlardan aktard1g1na g6re koyiin 6nceki adt “Agcain” idi (Inbast,
1993).

Akin Koy, ortalama 60-70 m yiiksekliginde, yaklasik 200 x 100 m Olctlerinde
oval bir tepenin dogu ve gliney yamaclarina kurulmustur. Yamaclardaki Os-
manlt doneminden kalma bu eski tas evler giinimtizde tamamen terk edilmis
ve yerlesim ovaya kaymustir.

Tepenin yalnizca dogu ve gliney yamaclarinda yogunlasan bu tarihi tas ev-
lerin aksine, kayaya oyulmus bir kaya yerlesimi tim tepeyi ¢evrelemektedir.
Toplam 56 farkli kaya oymast yapinin yer aldigt Akin Kaya Yerlesimleri, bolge-
deki Dimitre, Agirnas gibi kayalik yerlesim yerlerinden daha kugiiktir. An-
cak miutevazt boyutuna ragmen onemlidir, ¢cinkii Kapadokya'da bir tepeyi
cevreleyen yegane yuvarlak kaya yerlesimidir.

1500 tarihli tahrir defterlerine gore koyde 13 hane mevcuttur. 1520 de ise bu
say1 16 olmustur. Bahsi gecen bu meskenlerin kayalara kazilan yapilar mz1, yok-
sa yuzeydeki tas evler mi olduguna dair bir kayit yoktur.

Bu kaya kompleksinin en biytk yapilart tepenin dogusunda yola bakan ko-
nutlardir. Gunimiizde tamami ahir ya da depo olarak kullanilan bu yapilar,
muhtemelen orijinal yapilarina goére degistirilmis ve yeniden tasarlanmislardur.
Tepenin kuzeyindeki yapilarin ilki ve en buytgt koyluler tarafindan ‘kilise’
olarak adlandirdmistir. Yapinin tahribati ve kaya ¢6kmesi o kadar buyukttr ki
kilise olup olmadigini anlamak miimkin degildir. Ancak, besik tonozlu tav-
anin gorinen kismi 6zenli ve kaliteli bir is¢ilige sahiptir.

Yap1 kompleksinin bati kismi neredeyse tamamen kiiciik konut, depo ve ahir-
lardan olusmaktadir. Zaman icinde pek cok kez degisiklige ugradigt belli olan
bu yapilar muhtemelen uzun stredir kullanilmamaktadur.

Yapt kompleksinin giineybatt kismi timiiyle guvercinliktir ve bu giivercin-
liklerin - en azindan bazilarinin - daha onceki yapilardan devsirildigi aciktir.
Ancak bu bélgedeki yapilar yogun kaya ¢oktstniin izlerini tasimaktadir. Bati
kisminda, evler ve ahirlar arasindan gecen kisa bir tiinelle ulagilan iki ktgik
siginak bulunmaktadir. Girislerindeki iki tas kap1 bu yerlesimin en az bin yillik
oldugunun ispatidir.

Cetinkaya, S. (2015). Kayseri’de Adt Degisen Yerlesim Yerleri ve Adlarinin
Kaynaklari, Kayseri Ansiklopedisi (Cilt 4, sy. 114). Kayseri
Inbasi, M. (1993). 16. Yuzyil Baslarinda Kayseri, Kayseri.



AKiN KAYA YERLESIMLERI NO 1
Akin Koyl - Kocasinan - Kayseri

Cizim: F. Varol (Subat 2024)
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AKIiN KAYA YERLESIMLERI NO 2
Akin Koyl - Kocasinan - Kayseri

Cizim: K. Kendirciler (Mayis 2024)
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AKiN KAYA YERLESIMLERI NO 3
Akin Koyil - Kocasinan - Kayseri

Cizim: A Yamacg [Nisan 2024)
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AKiN KAYA YERLESIMLERI NO 4
Akin Koyl - Kocasinan - Kayseri

Cizim: A. Yamag (Nisan 2024)
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Akin Kaya Yerlesimleri’nin yer aldig1 tepenin Google Earth goriintiist




Akin Kaya Yerlesimleri’nin gineydogu kismi1

Akin Kaya Yerlesimleri’nin glineybatt segmenti, bir kismi yikilmis
guvercinlikler g6rulmekte

Akin Kaya Yerlesimleri’nin kuzeybatt kisminda meskenler




Akin Kaya Yerlesimleri’nin batt kisminda bir tas kapi
ile savunulan kiictik bir siginak

Kuzey kisimda kilise oldugu dustntlen yap: kalintist




Bat1 kisminda kismen ¢cokmus yerlesimler




YEMLIHA KAYA YERLESIMLERI
Dagdibi Mevkii = Yemliha — Kacasinan — Kayseri

Giiney Ug 38'52'16 4K 35107 2'D
Gizim: K. Kendirciler, A. Yamag {Arahik 2023}
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YEMLIHA KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Kocasinan ilgesine baglt Yemliha Kéyt’nin 8 km batisinda bulunan ve Dagdi-
bi Mevkii olarak isimlendirilen kayalik sirtta, yaklasik 350 m aks uzunlugunda
bir hat tizerinde kayalara kazilmis 32 farkli yapt mevcuttur.

Bu kompleksin kuzey kismindaki bazi yapilar glintimiizde besi yeri olarak kul-
lanidlmaktadir. Inceledigimiz yapilarin birkaginin orijinal amacinin da bu ol-
dugu belirgin olsa da (bkz. fotograt) kompleksin bitini goz 6ntine alindigin-
da kugtik bir kéy yerlesimi olarak planlandigt diistinilebilir.

Gtney kisimda mesken olarak insa edildigi belirgin olan birkag yapt mevcuttur.
Ozellikle de iki katta dort farkli odast olan ve iceriden merdivenli bir yapt bu
dustnceyi destekler mahiyettedir. Yine bu kistimda evlerin birkact birbirlerine
tinellerle baglanmistir. En uzunu 9 m olan bu tinellerde herhangi bir kapi tast
bulunmadigi gibi operasyon odast da yoktur. Bu da tinellerin savunma amach
olmadigini gostermektedir.

Yapuilarin cogu basit kaya oymast isciligine sahip ise de kompleksin orta kismin-
da yer alan bir yapinin, bolgede fazla rastlanmayan ilging¢ kapisi, besik tono-
zlu tavant ve stslemeli duvar isciligi ile kilise olma olasiligt mevcuttur (bkz.
totograf). Zaman icinde buyiik tahribata ve tadilata ugrayan bu yapida bugiin
apsis benzeri bir mimari 6ge mevcut degildir.

Yemliha Dagdibi Kaya Yerlesimleri, Kayseri Koruma Kurulu’nun 20.10.2022
tarihli ve 6449 nolu karari ile 1. Derece Arkeolojik Sit ilan edilmis olmasina
karsin her tiirlu tahribata acik ve korumasiz bir durumdadir.

Yemliha Kaya Yerlesimleri’nin anayoldan géruntisu




YEMLIHA KAYA YERLESIMLERI 1
J Dagdibi Mevkii — Yemliha — Kocasinan — Kayseri
) Cizim: K. Kendirciler (Aralik 2023)
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YEMLIHA KAYA YERLESIMLERI 2
Daddibi Mevkii — Yemliha - Kocasinan - Kayser
Cizim: A Yamag (Aralik 2023)




YEMLIHA KAYA YERLESIMLERI 3

Dagdibi Mevkii — Yemliha — Kocasinan — Kayseri
Cizim: A. Yamag (Aralik 2023)

1k

P D
e ‘

0 10 20M




Yukarida fotografta gorilen kapinin ardindaki kaya oymast mekanda duvar
suslemeleri. Yap, olasilikla bir kilise olsa da, yogun tahribat dolayisiyla kesin
bir fikir beyan etmek miimkiin degildir







CEVRIL KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Bugtin Yamula Baraj G6li'ne tepeden bakan bir konumda yer alan, Kocasinan
licesi’ne baglt Cevril Kéyii uzun geemisi boyunca ti¢ defa yer degistirmistir.
[lk olarak kayalara oyulmus meskenlerde yasayan Cevril halki olastlikla kaya
cokmeleri dolayisiyla bu yerlesimin dogusunda, vadi i¢inde tas kesme evle-
rden olusan yeni bir kéy kurmuslardir. Vadideki derenin tagkinlari sebebiyle bu
ikinci iskan da terk edilmis ve kéy, vadinin gtineybatisindaki tepenin tizerinde
yeniden insa edilmistir.

Cevril Kaya Yerlesimleri yaklasitk 650 m uzunlugunda bir ana aks tzerinde
kayalara kazilmis 53 farkli yapidan olusmaktadir. Bazilari icice gecisli veya iki
katlt olan bu yapilarin biiytik cogunlugu mesken veya besi yeri olsa da oldukc¢a

saglam durumdaki bir bezirhane ve bitisigindeki degirmen dikkat cekicidir.
Aynen Akin Kaya Yerlesimleri’nde g6zlendigi gibi, burada da evlerin arasin-
dan gecen kisa bir tinelle ulasilan iki kiictik siginak bulunmaktadur.

Cevril Kaya Yerlesimleri, Kayseri Koruma Kurulu’nun 24.9.2020 tarihli ve
4721 nolu karari ile 3. Derece Arkeolojik Sit ilan edilmistir.

Cevril Kaya Yerlesimleri’nin kuzey segmentinden bir gériunti




CEVRIL KAYA YERLESIMLERI NO 1
Cevril Koyl - Kocasinan - Kayseri

Cizim: K. Kendirciler (Nisan 2024)
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CEVRIL KAYA YERLESIMLERI NO 2
Cevril Koyu - Kocasinan - Kayseri

Cizim: K. Kendirciler (Nisan 2024 )
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GEVRIL KAYA YERLESIMLERI NO 3

Cavil Kdwl » Kocasinan - Kayserl

Cisime: K Mandirciler (Masan 2024)

10m




GEVRIL KAYA YERLESIMLERI NO 4
Cevril Kdyl - Kocasinan - Kayseri

Cizim: K. Kendirciler {(Nisan 2024)
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Kirmizi ¢izgi ile isaretlemis, yaklasik 600 m uzunluktaki Cevril Kaya Yer-
lesimleri’nin dogusunda Eski Cevril Koyt’nun kalintilart g6rilmekte

Cevril Kaya Yerlesimler’nin en gliney ucunun genel goruntisu




Bezirhane Eski Cevril Koyt

e

T

o - d
mﬁlh. B S

Degirmen




Cevril Kaya Yerlesimleri’nin orta kisminin genel géruntisi




Cevril Kaya Yerlesimleri’nin orta kisminin genel géruntisi

Orta kisimda kaya oymasi meskelerle butiinlik icinde insa edilmis kesme tas,
iki katl ev




Allvyon, tikall — i

Altvyon, tlkah——rﬁ

HOBEK YERALTI SEHRI
Hobek Koyl - Kocasinan - Kayseri

38°57'33.24" K 35%36'02.11" D
Cizim: K. Kendirciler (Subat 2024)
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HOBEK YERALTI SEHRI

Hobek Yeraltt Sehri, Kocasinan’a bagli Hobek Koyt’nin 1600 m guneylnde
“Intepesi” ya da yerel halkin verdigi daha ilging bir isimle “Cinler Sehri” olarak
bilinen yerde bulunmaktadir. Yapi, Kayseri Kiltiir Envanteri’nde yer almasina
karsin tescil edilmemistir.

Yap1, her ne kadar Kayseri Kultiir Envanteri’nde “Yeraltt Sehri” olarak isim-
lendirilmis ise de, kanimizca bu yapinin 6zelinde béylesi bir fonksiyon tartis-
maya aciktit. Oncehkle yapinin giristen itibaren tim galetileri herhangi bir
savunma kaygist gozetﬂmek51z1n genis ve yuksek kazilmistir. Ayrica, arastirilan
kisimlarda herhangi bir tas kapi, ya da bu kapilarin yerlestirildigi bir ‘operasyon
odast’ mevcut degildir.

Her ne kadar aliivyonlarla ttkanmis olan dort galerinin devami hentiz bilin-
miyor ise de, su andaki gortuntusiiyle Hobek Yeralti Sehri’nin savunma amaglt
insa edilmedigini soyleyebiliriz.




Defineciler tarafindan kazilmaya devam edilen bir kuyu




Hoébek Yeraltt Sehri’nin girisi

Hoébek Yeralti Sehri’nin ana galerisinin devami
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BOYACI KAYA YERLESIMI

Boyact Koyt’nun icinde ve imar alaninin bitisiginde yer alan bu, iki odals, kayaya
oyma yapinin islevi belirsizdir. Bat1 yéniinde bulunan, 5 x 3,5 m o6l¢tlerindeki
tek pencereli yapt son derece temiz ve diizgiin bir iscilikle kazilmistir. Kuzey
yonunde mihrap benzeri bir girinti ve dogu duvarinda yanyana ti¢ nis disinda
duvarlarda hicbir hareket ve isleme yoktur.

Bu yapinin 9 m dogusunda bulunan ve ayni kaya bloguna kazilmis diger oda
ise ilging mimari 6geler icermektedir. Giris kismindaki oda diiz tavanli olsa da
odanin kuzeye bakan ve ti¢ basamakla yiikselen kismin tavani besik tonozdut.
Bir altar gorintist veren ve 1,8 x 1,8 6lctilerine sahip bu ufak girinti disinda
odada sadece iki ufak is ve bir pencere mevcuttur.

Boyaci Kaya Yerlesimi

Boyact Kaya Yerlesimi dogu odasindaki altar (?)
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BOYACI KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Kocasinan ilgesi Boyact Kéyt’'niun 3 km batisinda, 38.913893 K, 35.486328 D
koordinatlarinda bulunan ve Kayseri Koruma Kurulu’nun 25.11.2022 tarihli
ve 6560 sayili kararina istinaden 1. Derece Arkeolojik Sit ilan edilen bu bolge
yillar 6nce terk edilmis bir kéydur.

Benzerlerine Kayseri’nin bircok yerinde rastlanan bu kéyler cogunlukla, tas
kesme evler ile kayalara oyulmus magaralarin birlikteliginden olusmaktadir ve
zaman zaman kaya ¢okmeleri sebebiyle terk edilmektedirler.

Koruma Kurulu'nun raporunda ‘Boyact Eski Mahalle’ olarak zikredilen bu
kaya yerlesiminde 6l¢tilen ve haritalanan 18 yap1 arasinda bulunan kilise degisik
bir mimari Gisluba sahiptir ve giris kismi ¢ok tahrip olmus olsa da apsisin tize-
rine kazillmus ikinci katiyla benzerlerinden oldukea farklidir.




Boyact Kaya Yerlesimi
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Boyact Kaya Yerlesimi, kilise
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KOLLU KﬁYU CAMii
Kulli Kéyl - Incesu - Kayseri

38°47'10.76" K 35°04'55.90" D
Cizim: K. Kendirciler (Nisan 2024)
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KULLU KOYU KAYA OYMA CAMii

Kulli Kéyt’niin eski yerlesimi 1970 yilinda bosaltilmis ve koy tepenin tstiinde
yeniden kurulmustur. Bu eski yerlesimde bulunan, ana kayaya oyularak insa
edilmis olan caminin insa tarihi ve banisi bilinmemektedir. Cami, tek bir ana
mekan ve bu mekanin kuzeyinde bulunan giris bolimiinden ibarettir.

Ana mekan sadece bir kap1 ve bir pencereyle disart agilmaktadir, dogu ve batt
cepheleri sagir brrakilmistir. Ana mekanin batt duvarinda yine kayaya oyma
dikdortgen planh kiiclik odanin gecici bir morg islevi gordigu koyliler tarafin-
dan ifade edilmistir. Ana mekanin giiney cephesinin ortasinda bulunan mihrap
nisi ticgen planhdir.

Her t¢ duvarda yaziyla yapilmis stislemeler ve ibrik, hilal, tugra, alt1 yaprakli
cicek bezemeleri bulunur. Stslemelerin 1960 b yillarda yapildig: biliniyorsa da
yapinin inga tarihi kesin olarak bilinmemektedir. Yapinin mevcut hali, caminin
ingasinin 20. yuzyil 6ncesine ait oldugunu dustindurmektedir. Ozgtin halini
buytik olctide koruyarak glinimiize ulasmis bu yapt koytin en eski dini mimari
ornegidir.

Budak, A. (2018). Kapadokya Bélgesi Kaya Oyma Camileri. Istanbul: Liter-
aturk Academia.

Kulli Camii ana mekant




Kulla Camii duvar stslemelerinden detaylar
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Killi Camii duvar stislemelerinden detaylar

Kallt Camit minaresi




Allivyonla
il

o

.r"""r’

Pencere
‘%

A

i

e

u®

-
=

k=

%

Hushel oda,
alliyanla tikal

20

40m

GURPINAR YERALTI SEHRI
Giirpinar Kéyi - Melikgazi - Kayseri
38.685450 K, 35.696424 D

Cizim: K. Kendirciler, T. Degirmenci (Haziran 2024)
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GURPINAR YERALTI SEHRI

Gurpnar Yeraltt Sehri, Melikgazi il¢esine bagl Guirpinar ve Kurukopri kéylert
arasinda, 38.699450 K, 35.696424 D koordinatlarinda yer almaktadir. Asagida
mevcut uydu fotografindan da bariz bir sekilde gortlebilecegi gibi biyuk bir
tas ocaginin tehdidi altindadir. Kayseri Koruma Kurulu’nun 24.03.2022 tari-
hli ve 5901 no.lu karari ile vadinin bu kisminin 1. Derece Arkeolojik Sit ilan
edilmesi Gurpinar Yeraltt Sehri’ni bir 6l¢cide korumaktadir.

Diger yandan, ana tiinelin batiya uzanan t¢ kolundan en kuzeyde bulunanin
ucundaki acikligin hafriyat alan bir ekskavator tarafindan yapildigint da belirt-
mekte fayda var.

Toplam uzunlugu 256 m olan ve icinde hi¢bir oda bulunmayan bu tinel sistem-
inin yapimit yarim kalmis bir yeraltt sehri oldugu tahmin ediliyor.

GoogleEarth: j









SUMENGEN YAYLASI KAYA YERLESIMLERI
Sagutlll Koyl - Tomarza - Kayseri
38.356418 K, 35.784641 D

Cizim: K. Kendirciler, M. Alpargun, A. Yamag
(Haziran 2024)
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SUMENGEN YAYLASI KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Tomarza ilgesi, Sumengen Yaylas’'nda 38.356418 K, 35.784641 D koordinat-

larinda yer alan kayalig1 cevreleyen kaya oymasi 11 oda 6lgtilerek bu yap: kom-
pleksinin genel bir haritast hazirlands.

Kaysert Koruma Kurulu’nun 25.11.2020 tarihli ve 2020 no.lu kararina isti-
naden 1. Derece Arkeolojik Sit ilan edilen bu bolge Pusatlt Kéyi’'ntin 7 km
gineydogusunda, Sogutli Koyi’'niin ise yaklasik 5 km kuzeyinde yer almak-
tadir.

Koruma Kurulu’'nun yazdigr rapora karsin, bolgenin bir yerlesim alanindan
ziyade, mono blok kirectast bir kiitlenin etrafindaki hafif egimli kayalara ka-
zilmus irili ufaklt cok sayida mezar ve birka¢ mezar odast ile bir nekropol veya
kilt alant olma olasiligt vardir. S6z konusu mono blok kiregtast kaya kiitlesinin
tam merkezinde yer alan kaya mezari dikdortgene yakin bir form 6zelligi gos-
termektedir.

Tomarza’nin gineyindeki daglik arazide birka¢ farkli ‘Stimengen Yaylasr’
mevcuttur (bkz. Kayseri Yeralt: Yapilart Envanteri Dordiincii Ara Rapor). 15.
yuzyil kayitlarinda idari birim olarak gecen ‘Stimengen’ daha sonraki kayitlarda
cemaat olarak zikredilmis bir yoriik asiretidir.

Goopie Earth ™
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TURANLI KAYA OYMAS] YAPILAR

_\_‘I:;"\.'m - = Turanl Kéyii - Tomarza - Kayset|
e 38 4B7TEE K, 35.539622 D
f
J) Cizim: K. Kendirciler, T, Dadirmenci (Haziran 2024)
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TURANLI KAYA OYMASI YAPILAR

Tomarza - Turanl K6yi’nin dogusunda, Kizilinoni mevkiinde, 38.487768 K,
35.839623 D koordinatlarinda t¢ kaya oymasi yap1, bir kuguk siginak ve bu
yapilarin 30 m dogusunda buyukce bir besi yeri mevcuttur. Her iki duvarinda
sekizerden 16 yemlik nis bulunan bu besi yeri 80 m? dit.

Kuzeyde bulunan yapi1 bir donem guivercinlik olarak kullanilmaya calisiimissa
da olasilikla ¢okmeler sonucu terk edilmistir. Giineye dogru uzanan ve yak-
lasik 18 m? buyukliginde bir oda ile sonlanan tlnelin savunma amacl ka-

z1ldig1 belirgindir.




GOMAKLI YERALTI SEHRI

Comakl Kyl - Devel - Kayseri
3844933417 K, 35.5426581 D

m?lm k. Kendirciler, T, Degirmenc|
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COMAKLI YERALTI SEHRI

Develi’ye bagh Comakli Kéyi'nde, 38.4493341 K, 35.5426581 D koordi-
natlarinda bulunan Comakli Yeraltt Sehri 918 m uzunluguyla Kayseri Yeralt:
Yapilart Envantert Projesi’nde bugiine dek arastirllan ve olctliip haritalanan
43 yeralt1 sehri arasinda en buytklerden birisidir.

Yeralt sehrinin 1ki farkli kisimdan olustugu soylenebilir. Giristen itibaren kuz-
eye uzanan kisim birbirlerine tunellerle bagl buiytik odalardan olusmakta iken
gineye dogru egimli bir sekilde 70 m devam eden, ortalama 60 cm eninde
ve 70 - 80 cm yuiksekligindeki dar tiinelin sadece son kisminda ti¢ ufak oda
mevcuttur. Bu odalarin ardindan tiinelin devamui bir kap tast ile savunulmak-
taysa da pasaj aliivyonla ttkanmustir.

Buna karsilik, kuzey kisminda bulunan odalar ¢cogunlukla birbirlerine kisa ve
nispeten daha genis ttinellerle baglanmistir. Bu kisimda dokuz farkli oda ve bir
Ust, bir de alt kat mevcuttutr. Bazilart 50 m* den daha buytik olan bu odalatin
cogunun zemininde silolar mevcuttur. Toplam olarak ti¢ kata yayilan yapidaki
tinellerin 12 si, yani neredeyse timu altivyonla tikalidir. Arastirilabilen kisim-
larda yedi adet kapz tas1 tespit edilmistir.

Giris kisminda ve kuzeyde bulunan, kazilmadan yarim birakilmis bazi tineller
dolayistyla bu yeraltt sehri icin ‘bitirilmeden terk edilmis’ demeyi diistintyor-
duk, fakat duvarlara oyulmus tiim kandil nislerinde yogun is olmasi yapinin
kullanilmis oldugunu gostermektedir.










Kiranardi Kalay Madeni No. 2




HISARCIK — KIRANARDI KALAY MADENLERI

Melikgazi’ye baglt Hisarcitk — Kiranard’nda MO 4.000 yilina tarihlenen on
farkli %alay maden ocag1 bulunmaktadir. Bir¢ok makaleye konu olan ve Anado-
lu’nun bugtine dek bilinen bu en eski kalay madenleri ne yazik ki bugtin birer
koyun aglﬁdlr.

MO 2. binyil yazili kaynaklarina dayanarak olusan ve arkeolojide bugiine ka-
dar hakim olan gorus, Kestel'de kesfedilen Ilk Tung Cag’t kalay isletmelerinin
varligina karsin, Anadolu’da kalay yataklarinin olmadigt yoninde idi.

Bu kapsamda Hisarcik’ta bulunan bu madenler tarih 6ncesi kalayin kaynagi
acisindan Onem tagimaktadir. Bolgede andesitten olusan volkanik kayaclarin
catlaklarinda hematitle birlikte kalay cevherine rastlanmustir. Ayrica yer yer
cepler ve galeriler acilarak tarihoncesi donemlerde buradan cevher alinmustir.
Boylece Anadolu’da Kestel'in yanisira yeni bir kalay isletmesinin varoldugu
anlastlmaktadir.

MO 4.000 yilina ait oldugu belirlenen bu kalay madenlerinin bulunmas,
Anadolu uygarliklarinin kalay1 sadece ticaret ile elde etmedigini, ayn1 zamanda
uretebildigini de isaret etmektedir.

Kiranard’nda, dagin yamacina kazilmis bu on maden ocag tarafimizdan
Olctlerek haritalandirilmistr.

Kaynaklar:

Pehlivan, A., Yildirim, S., Tufan, E., Tuvar, O., Yigit, E., & Yazgan, E. (2005).
Kiranard: (Kayseri) Kalay Cevherlesmesine Ait 11k Jeolojik ve Arkeojeolojik
Bulgular. 58. Turkiye Jeoloji Kurultayt Ankara.

Ulusoy, E. (2021). Kalay olusumu, 6nemi ve tlkemizdeki kalay yataklarinin
aranmasinda yent umutlar. MTA Dogal Kaynaklar ve Ekonomi Bilteni, 32,
syf. 7-13.

Yalcin, U., & Ozbal, H. (2009). Ein Neues Zinnvorkommen in Kayseri-His-
arcik, Zentralanatolien: Ein Vorbericht. TUBA-AR, 12.

Yener, A., Kulakoglu, I, Yazgan, E., vd. (2015). New tin mines and produc-
tion sites near Kiltepe in Turkey. Antiquity, 89, syf. 596-612



KIRANARDI KALAY MADENI NO.1
Kiranardi, Hisarcik, Kayseri

38"37'55.5" K, 35°31'08.9" D
Nzim: Ali Yamag (Kasim 2017)

KIRANARDI KALAY MADENI NO.2
Kiranard, Hisarcik, Kayseri
Cizim: Ali Yamag (Kasim 2017)




KIRANARDI KALAY MADENI NO. 3 ve 4
Kiranardi, Hisarcik, Kayseri
Cizim: Ali Yamag (Kasim 2017)




KIRANARDI KALAY MADENI NO. 5
Kiranard|, Hisarcik, Kayseri
38°37.899 K, 35°31.208 D

Cizim: Ali Yamag (Kasim 2017)

Ust oda

5 10m




Kiranard: Kalay Madeni No. 5




KIRANARDI KALAY MADENI NO. &
Kiranardy, Hisarcik, Kavseri
3037566 K, 35"31'08.2" D

Cizim: Ali Yamag (Kasim 2017)
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KIRANARDI KALAY MADENI| NO. 7
Kiranards, Hisargk,Ks eri
38%3TET.5" K, 35731'08.2" D
Cizim: Ali Yamag (Kasim 2017)




[ KIRANARD| KALAY MADEN| NO. §
. Kiranardi, Hisarcik, Kayseri

J 38"I7'ET T K, 35°31'098° D

Cizim: Al Yamag (Kasim 2017)

KIRANARDI KALAY MADENI NO. 9
Kiranard, Hisarcik, Kayseri
3g"a7's5. 7" K, 35°31'08.0° D

Cizim: Ali Yamag (Kagim 2017)

Pencare




KIRANARDI KALAY MADEN| NO, 10 (KERIMIN EVI)
Kiranardi, Hisarcik, Kayser

3893804 47 K, 3593113.8' 0

Clzim: Ali ‘n'ama; (Kasim 2017)

Fotografin alt kisminda 2 numarali madenin kapist, tst solda 1se 9 numarali
madenin briket duvarlart ve kapist goriliiyor







Ek 1: Protokol

KAYSERI'DE YERALTI YAPILARI ENVANTERI

HAZIRLANMASI iSi PROTOKOLU

MADDE 1- PROTOKOLUN KONUSU

Kaysar markez| ve linsler Kayserd il merkezi ve oivar lgalssi yzyilkr slnen
kesintisiz bir iskans sabiptir, Ozelikle, bblgedes yandrdadlar leafindan yizeye
pisiimen ve kalinhip yer yer 400 m'yi gegen, yumugalk ve kazdmas: kolay W kayaglar
oyularak olughorulan yeralt gebided, yedesimier, Wneller  Kaysen'nin tarhsel
Ebriirvindin @n dneml unsurlanndan bivdir.

Hem Kayser morkezde hem de lipelende yaygn olarak rastlanan ve baz
timeklerin tadhlerd yOzpllarda  digllen by yerslh yedesimiernin yer yer hizh
yapilagmanm kurbam aldugu bilinmekledin, Milkipetlen 2803 sayib kanunla deviete ait
olan ve aym kanurla koruma aftina alimmis alan bu yerait yaplarna ylzeydeki
herhangt bit ingaal veya lemel kazeyla zarar verlmesinin Online gegimesi
gerekmekledir. Bunun K ve en oneml adimi da tim bu yeralt yapiarinn
envanierdenerek kayit allina alinmasidr, Buenvanter caligmasitanii dneme sahip sbz
konusy  mimari yapinn  Raritalanmas) Ve cogrefl bilgi sistemlert  aracihifyia
konumiandinimasimn yam s7a yerlesltidi jeclojik Hirmin ilgit ver biliml digiplinle
Acisindan incelenmesl ve bblge tarihi ile iskikendirimesini de kapasmalidie.

Sanug olsrak; Bn az yertstl kadar dnemili ve degeni bir yeralb Eiikimine sahip
clan Kayserinin bu tarhsel mirasmin en kisa surede belgslenmesi kayitiara
geGiriimeasi va tim deferlen e bir bitn halinds korinmaya alinmas) gerekmekbedir,

WMADDE 2- TARAFLAR

= BELEDIYE: Kayser Bliylksehir Hekediyas)
+ DBRUK Madara Aragtima Grabio
s GEKOL: Covre ve Kolldr Dedorlarnd Koruma ve Tamitma Valkh



2008 yilinda {stanbul'da kurulan OBRUK Mafara Aragbrma Grubu, farkl kalGp
ve demaklerden 30'dan fazls denayimil Uyeye sahiptir. Bu Gyelerin yan sira, yOrikilen
aroje kapsaminda cesith disiplinlerde faalivet posleren birgok: akademisyenden de
taknlk destek almakiadir. Grup daha Snes Onman ve 50 lsler Bakanhdy, Wili Parklar
Gensel MOdud0dd e isbididi ignde Kore Daglan Milli Parki Magaralan ve
Kahramanmaras Kureyi Madaralan envantsrlerint lamamiamighn. Yeralte yapdanmin
arashinimas) ve haritalanmasi Konusunda Turkiyenin en tecriibeli maaracilanm
bilnyesinde banndiran grup iyelar 2009 yinda, proje yorticast Dr. Gigdem Aygin
nezarclinde Ayasofya wve Topkam Saray yeralh yapian aragtima  projesind
gergeRestirmistin. Gaziantep Buyoksehir Beledivesi ve GEKUOL Vakhi e birlikte
ylditillen Gaziantep Yeralh Yapilan Envanterlame Projesi ise gegen wil
tamamianmighr. Bu cahismalar diginds, Nevgehic Mize Modiddgi nezaretinde
sidirilen Derinkuyy, Mazi, Tatlarin ve Aksaray Mize ModGdGGo nesaretinde
siirdiirlilen Saratl — Aziz Mercurius yeralt sehifer haritalama galigmalan da ekibin
yOriilto§o difer calizmalardan bamlandy, OBRUK Magara Arastimma Grdbu
Tlirkiye'nin madaracihik alaninda tek sOrelivayinin da yapmaktadir. Gegen yillar iginds
Mational Geographic ve Atias dergileninde yayimianan 11 makaleye ek olarak yurtdigi
kongrelerde 8 tebifi verilmiy ve yabano hakenli dergilerde 6 bilimsel makale
yayimianmighr,

MADDE 3- PROTOKOLON AMACI

Bu projanin amac, Kayser i siidan iginde bulunan ve farkli sebepler
yiozonden her gegen gin biraz daha tahrip olan ve bazilan lomiyle yvak olma riski
tagivan yeralll yaplannin, gorsel materval ve cografi bilgi sistemi araglan iz
belgelenmesi, uygun teknik akipmaniar kullanilarak harilalanmas, yapiy banndiran
jeclajik birimin gl ver bilimi digiplinlerd agisindan Ineelenmesi, tarhsel siregle
yiiklandifi iglevier hakianda varsa meveut bilgilenn derenmesi ve blitin bu caligmalar
isigirda toplanan verilerin uygun bir formats getinlerek envanterlarinin yap) Irmasidr,

Bu ¢aligma; hem bazilannin tarhi yozwilleds Slgilen bu taribsel mirasin
korunmasini sadlayacek, kem de bu yapilann gelecekle mimkin olabllecek kullanim
alaniarnin projelerdirimes: igdn bir ik sdim olacakhbr,
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MADDE 4- YONTEM

= ‘fapimasi planlanan ¢aligma temal clarak Kaysen'de meveut yeralt yaplannin
imagara, yeralt gatwi, bannak, yeresim, t0nal, ve.} tespit edilmes:, Slglimesl ve
haritalanmasindan isaretir.

« Bu gapgma sirasinda  bagiangic. olamk Kaysed gehd abracak, gehin
metkazindski ¢alsmalann femamianmazimin ardinden caligmalar ieele
vinlendirleceldir.

s Calemada afjirlk verdlacak nsktalar Kaysen BOyisksehir Boaladiyasl, Kayaar
Mizesi yelkililon ve CEKUL Vakli'nin drernilenyle olugturubacaktic

w agamade, hekxkinda bilgi =ahibi olenan tiim yemih yaplan bSlge hartas
fizerine igaretienceek, ardindan gehir merkezinden baginyarak hm bégeda
yora't yapian arasirmasina gegilecalkdir,

= Bu, kinci asamada, varligimn bilgisine sahip olunan tOm yapilar tespit adilip
Slctilecek ve ana plana igleneceklir. TOnel, yveral sehri aibi arkeolajik ve rrimar
Gnema sahip yapilar se; miman digimiar diginda, agim ve yonlen de dlclierak
Rragtniacak, yuzewe badlantih okluklan noktzlar referans ahnarak mimkin
oldufjunca dofru bir gokilde Bt ylizoy haritasing igleneesktir,

= Bu cehsma sirasinda; her yeralh vapist ayn bir fay helinde envamerienacek,
yapinin plant, glzimi, azeliklen ve foledeaflan bu sekiide) ayn figler halinde
kavda alinacaktir.

MADDE 5- GALISMA EKiBI

Proje, CBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu'na iiye magaraciiar ve OBRUK Magara
Aragtima Grubu'nun  bilnzal gizlem Vo olasi tekoik incolemelen  kapsayan
tamamayic: faafiyetied gergaldestiomele eere anlashdt ve taraffar famfiodan
aneyknan itirmkgier tarsfindan yOritDlecektic,

Yeraltr Slglm caligmalannda 3, azami 4 kigilik skipler halinde ¢alizilmasi ideal
aldugu gin, bu projede gérav alacak ekip gofuniukia gin basna 4-6 kig: civannda
olacakh. Olgim ve haritslama gabigmalan yan sus gergeklegliilipeek bir bagha
galisma daha meveut ise ekip azami 6-8 kigi olacaki

A f 0



MADDE 8- SURE

Elimizda Kayeen verall yaplanna ail hethangl kapsamh bir ver climamas) ve
bigede daha Grce fespit edims bazi yeralt yapilanmn bUyukingl gz anine
alndifinds bahsi gecan projenin yakiami O yil ve topiam 1400 adamigiin siirebilecafi
Argde tlmskbadic

MADDE 7- TARAFLARIN SORUMLULUKLARI

= Belediva'ivin YUkomlOkGkier,

A. Cahamanin idaresinin sadlanmas),

B. Bir kisrm tzel molkivette, difer bir kiam fse samu alanlannda yer alan
tim yeralh yapilann aragtinimass icn gerekl zinerin sazil vereya yazl
alarak alinmass,

C, lsin yapiabilmes: ipn cahsma ekibinin htiyas duyacad, ulasim,
koraklama, iase gidederinin kargilznmas.

s OBRUKUn Yokhmiciklend,

A, Kaysan lisimidan igindes mavoul yeralll yaplarimin (madgara, yeralt) sehr,
bannak, yeriesim, nel, ve.) tespit ediimesl, diglimesi, hartalanmes ve
envantaizrinin yapilmasi,

B. Aragtirma swraginda ¢aligilacak yeralh yapilaninda rastiansbilecek hichir
tarihl buluntuya dolangimadan kaonunmast,

. Mimar yapdarm yam girs 18m bulintulan fetegrafiars belgelenmesi,

Dy Tanhsel Gneme sahip hervang Eir buluntu ile karglagiimas: durumundsa
yetkililens bildirimeas),

E. Cahgmaya katlen ekibin, s abvenlifinin saflenamk olaes kozakes
yiinelik éniemlerin alinmas),

o CEROLON YokomiGlikler:
A. Galigmann koordinesyonu ve sekistarya ghrovied GEKDUL Yok Kaysen
Tormaiclig wedindan yorllikeeldr.
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MADDE 8- DIGER HOKUMLER

A. Caligma eshasinda mevdana gelebilecak can ve mal kayiplanindan Belediye
ve GEKOL sorumiu tutulamaz.

B. Galgma agiverl ve gktlan Baladiva'yve ail olup, Beladive'den izin
almaksizin kulkalainae wa yayinlanamaz,

MADDE 9-YUORUTMEYURDRLOK

A, labu protokol imzalard i tarhien [fharen yonifige gires.

B, Pictokolden dofan iktilafiar i niyet pargevesinda larafan amsinda gielime
kavugturulmaya calgl, Bu mimkdn clmadin takdirde  Kaysen
Menkameliad yetklfidir,

C. Dokuz (3) maddeden olugan bu protokol igili tarafiarca 3 nlisha olarak
womd e o d 20T t@rininde imzalanmistic,

Al YAMAG
OBRUK
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Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlarimiz

“Kayseri Yeralti Yapilart Envanteri Projesi” ne basladigimiz 27 Aralik 2013
tarithinden bugiine dek gecen on yil icinde bu yapilarla ilgili olarak yurt icinde
ve yurt disinda toplam 31 yayin yapild: ve bu proje baslamadan 6nce ¢ok
az yayini olan Kayseri Yeralt: %(apﬂan dunya capinda bir 6neme kavustu. Bu
yayinlarin doktumleri ise soyle:

1 Kita

8 UlusIl)araraa Sempozyum Bildirisi
11 Uluslararast Makale

11 Ulusal Yayin

Bu yayinlarin 25 i daha onceki altt ara raporumuzun ekinde basilmistt. 6. Ara
Rapor’un basiddigi Kasim 2022 tarihinden bugiine dek gegen ti¢ yil icinde
yayimlanan U¢ uluslararast makalemizi, iki uluslararasi sempozyum bildirimizi
ve kitabimizi 1se asagidaki sayfalarda gorebilirsiniz.

Yapay magaralar ve bunlarin arastirilmalari ile ilgili yayin yapan ve dinyanin bu
konuda en 6nemli hakemli dergisi olan Opera Ipogea da bugtine dek Kaysert
yeralt yapilari ile 1lgili on makalemiz yayimlandi. Bu makalelerin yayinlandig
dort sayinin kapak fotograflart ise projemize aitti.

H(:,ipsinden onemlisi ise, gecen bu siire zarfinda toplami 1200 sayfayr askin
yedi ara rapor yayimlanmis olmasidir.

Opera Ipogea dergisinde kapak

Yedi ara raporumuz iy
fotograflarimiz
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Derevank rock-cut monastery of Kayseri (Turkey)

Il monastero rupestre di Derevank a Kayseri (Turchia)

Ali Yamag

Abstract

With a tetal of 16 rock-cut structures, Derevank Monastery, also known as 51 Sergius/Surp Sarkis Monastery, is one of the
most prominent refigious sites in the segion. | ig located east of Kayserniin the Derevank Valley, Even though il has been
refarenced in numerous books, this mock-cul manasbe struclure has naver been fully exammed. A number of he arlicles
written about i, are also inaccurate and incompéete, as you'll see below, This rock-cut structure, together with Subas
Monastery, is ane of Kayseri's two largest mck-cut monasteries. In'this arlicle, afl previous sludies on fhis siructure were
evaluated and analyzed in addition ta the survey and research we conductad at Derevank Monastery

Keywords: Cappadacia, Kaysen, Devevank, Armanlans, mck-cut monastery:

Rlassunto

Copa una panoramica sul =Y rupestrl dell’Asle Mirore. In particolare quelll di orlgine ameana, fra cul Ura, Anl e Ahlat
mella Turchla ofientals, viene presantate un brevie excurats suUi itravament! delle struttura sotterranes, tra cui quella o
culto, nellambito di un progetto pluricnnale di ricerca sul temritoria di Kayseri, capoluogo di una della province dell’Ana-
tafia cantrale. gia capitale in epoca romana delio sionco thema di Cappadocia. Cagetto del contribute &, nello speciico,
I Manasters df Derevank, la cu denominazions lestimania 'asfgine armena. 31 trova nslla amaonima Valle di Derevank,
santigua alla parfena est di Kayserl E conosciulo anshe came Manasters of San Sergla/Surp Sarkis, Con un tolale ol 16
soncamerazioni che si sslendono su un fronts di 120 m, parallelo alls flesia, 2 rizulls essere, sgsieme al Monsstero df
Subasi, uno diel principali giti di culo cristiano scavali nelle rocce yulcaniche della regions.

Monostanbe che il complezso monastico sia citato in numencse pubblicazioni, In realtd non & mai siato indagato siste-
maticamante Malth artieoll scrttl sullargomenta sona dsultat] sia impracisi sia incompleti, come vadramo nello sxluppe
dell'articolo in cui vengono dporall | daullal dells indaging condolta dal 2014 dallObruk Cave Resaarch Group i lstanbul
in-accordo con |e Istituzioni locali

Ad integrazione dells csservazioni puriuall sui varl semfoni che compongono insediamento, evidenziando peculianita e
anomalie, sono statl prestin considerazione e anallzzat i dati rlevatl dagl studi precadant] mettende, tra faltra, a confronte
e varie ipotesi di dataziona che reonducono ad un'epacs almeane precadante al XV secolo, ma verosimilmeante risalents al
tempo delle razzia arabe, tra Vil & ¥| secolo, Inolire, si satolinea il fatte che tuttora, nonostants ke pil recenti & specifiche
inddagini. ancara froppo poco sl conosce di guesto insediamento; sussistono, parsing, dubbi sulla sua effettiva destinazione
duse, tra luogo di culto & residenza.

Fargle chiave: Cappadocia, Kayser, Derevank. armenl, mongstern rupssine,

Armenian rock-cut architecture

Avtificial cavities and rock dwellings arve commaon not
onlyin the Cappadoein region butalso inoalmest every
part of Anatalia, Although lacared hundveds of Tilom-
eters apart and spanming thousands of vears. all these
structures, serve similar but vavied purposes From
residential to the storehonse, and fom religious to de-
fensive structures,

I addition to several sinpulary rock-cut structures that
have been earved i provinees such as Konya-Kilistea

and Sille, Bitlis, Ankara-Nallhan, Batman, Mardin-
Midyat or Corum, there are also dense rock-dwellings
cirved close o ong another in dillferent parks of Ana
Loliz Apaet from Cappadecia, one of the most common
places where such slruclhures are seen is the region
known as the “Phrygian 1hghlands”, in the provinces
of Fekigehiv-Avon in Northwest Anarolia, There are
hundrveds of vock-cut shrinas and settioments in this
aren of approximately 4000 kw® The vock-cut strue-
fures i thia region wero fvat earved by the Phryginng
in BOO-700 B some of them were used for residential

Ok Cave Beseareh Group, Istanbed CUurkey) - ayamac@email.oom
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purposes or converted into churches over time. In ad-
dition, many more rock-cut churehes were carved dure-
ing the Brzantine Peviod (Uelcan, 20100},

In Karaman Province, in Central Anatolia, there are
alzo numerous rock-cut structures carved into the sofl
Mevitie Dmestone, Although fivat discovered by the
Ruzsian pecprapher Plerre De Teluhatcheff as carly
as the middle of the nincteenth century, only some of
theae structures that are coneentrated nround Manaz-
an and (Fdet villages, but which are part of lorge cliff
settlements, have been subjected to scientific studies.
In the second volume of his monumental work “Asic
Mineore: Description phystque, statistigue of arche-
alogigue de eeme contree”, publizhed in Hve volumes
between 1BEG-60, he stated regarding Godet Villago
“Phia roch settlement, on the walls of a desp eanyon, 13
very impresaive” (Do Tehihatehetf, 1853-60).

There are numerous Armenian rock-cut structures and
churches i some regions with dense Armenian set-
tlements, for example in Hastern Anatolia. ezpecially
Urfa, Ani, and Ahlat. In Urfa Provines, both on the
walls af the Buphrates River and within the city there
are numercus Armenian rock-cut structures. Among
these structures, some of which have heen studied by
s in recent vears, there are houses, churches, and
even & five-story monastery, A reck-cut chureh with
Armenian inseriptionz on its walls that we found dur-
g our studies around Urfa—Halfetl, along with the
will-known Hrompla Castle on the oppozite shore, can
be dated to the 12th cr 13th century (Chruk, 2019).
I eastera Anstolia, especiadly in Ani snd Ahlal, han-
dreds of rock-dwelled seuilements wers explored, sur-
vivetl, and dosumenled during vears of archasslogicn]
work, Dwellings eapved in voluanic socks in the east of
Eurs, on lhe slopes of the anvienl Armenian sile of A
faving vhe Arpacuy River (Ahueian), sd s the cila-
del were investizated by Kipshidee in 1918, Aller his
death, Kipshides's noles were published by Tokarski
i Vhe Armenian Academy of Sciences in 1972, These
wobes mention the impressive number of 825 amier
ground steacturess, mostly dwellings, but also chuarch-
05, PHESSHERH, [:t-:rrsieLs.’.rii:H, and dovecoies in Am {F{ip-
shidee, 1972). Wost of thease areificial cavitics found
in AN were cxrengively rescarched and published by
Centro Studi Sotterraned of Genoa (Txia et al., 2009),
During the four-year surface investigationz in Ahlaft,
on the weat eonst of Lake Van, mare than 400 rack-
cut-atraetures were identified and sorveyed in 17 dit-
ferent mones. Although it 1= diffiewlt to determine the
age of all thesa structures carved in the pyroclastic
mocles, which ia nor unozaal in the case of artificial
cavities, they ave Tikely to date ta a period hetween
the twelfth and fourteenth centueries, both by compar-
ing the architeetaral features of the Avmenian church
and by examining the potteries found during the un-
derpround tunnels excavations (Bixio & Do Pascale,
2011; Bixio el ef, 2018; 2014; 2018).

Deapite being a donae Armenian gettloment, aeademic
gtudies on Armenian rock-cut structures avound Lalke
Van are still very insufficiens. The only exception is
a study of Armenian rock-eul churehes in Gevag —
Ugpnar (Basak et al., 2018),

12

In some other repmons, Armenian churches are nter-
pwined with the rock-cut stroctures of other religious
proups. Like many other regions, Cappadocia 1s ome of
the regions where places of worship of several differ-
ent faiths coexist, but this area iz very different from
all the cther regions mentianed above, The difference
is that in Cappadocia, besides the sheer number of
rock-cut churches or dwellings. there lived a troglo-
iyt population in a very lnrge area that lnsted hun-
dreds of years. Cappadocia’s underground and rock-
cut structurcs are both incredible in number and va-
ricty. The inventory of these reck-cut sites, which are
algn known to contain dozens of Armenian churches,
iz atill incomplete (Akyirek ef al., 2015

Rock-cut religious architecture of Kayseri

Cappadoeia, in general, and Kavsers, porticularly, s
considered the cradle of Christanity in Anatolia. In
this region. where Christian communities hegan to
take shape in the second century, the frst religious
buildings atarted o be built in the 4th century, influ-
enced bv important relipious fegures such as St. Basil,
and numercous rock-out churches were excavated in
the following centuries. There are more than 300 rock-
cut churches «which can be dated hetween the 6th and
13th centuries- and they have alwavs been the most
sipnificant cultural artifacts of Cappadocta, The rock-
eut churches of Cappadocia, some of which are loeated
within Goreme Nativnal Park. which was seeepled as
w World Heritage Site 1n 1985 by UNESCO, are -
aped with [rescoos, some of which dute Back w the 6Uh
anel TLh centuries. Despile being the eapital of Cuap-
pucdociy during aocienl llmes, no conprehensive sci-
sptifie researeh of Che rock-cutl aechitecture in Kaveerd
hes been eneried oul until new. To (11 this deliciency.
we, @5 Obruk Cave Research Groun, slarted o work
[rr the “Kavser: Underground Structures Tnvenlory
Peojeet” i Junua ey 23074,

[hiring Lhis project, Wl mow, we have explorsd, re-
SEH rt:]'lt-'.f!, and s r'\-'l;,ayt.t:] AT R}-r_unl e rek-cul chureh-
e, A3 underground  settlements, 10 Assyrian tin
mines, three underground aguedoets, and s ditfer-
ent cliff settlements. Forte-five of these 47 vock-cut
churches that we researched and surveved had never
hoen the subject of any scientifie publicelion previ-
ausly. Wirhin the scope of the project five preliminay
reports have been published so far. Apart from these
prolimingey roports, we published many articles in
seientific journals ahout vock-cun struetuves char we
researched durving our studies, and threo of them were
spacifically about vock-cut chwrches (Strauh ef al.
2079 Yamae, 2021; Yamae & Tok, 2015),

Mupst of the 47 rock-cul churches are single nave,
small, without any crnamentz, and only a fow have
some partial freseoes. That there are no feeseoes in
mast of the chuvehes and that they have similar ar-
chitectural plans also makes ic difficult to date these
churches. One af the few cxeeptions is nne out of two
rock-cut chuvehes which we phatographed and sue-
veyed in Defivmendere Valley. IL was dated by Cath-
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ertne dJohvet-Levy from mid to late Sth century, de-
smite ke frescoees ave destroved (Joliver: Levy, personal
communication, 20200, Two churches were examined
by Karakava hefore we started working in the region.
Even though Karakava dases Che Tapudom Charch Neol
and Subag Chuarch Lo the 10lh=11th and 11th=131h
centuries, respectively, these dates either cannot be
considered as references for all other churches in the
same region, or they are rather argumentative (Kara-
leaya. 2013 2014). On the cther hand, in Belagas, lo-
cated in a rock-dwelled village, “Holy Uross Chureh”®
wia conatructed in 1842, The southern wall of the
church hnd been built by earving the rocks and the
northern facade iz stonewalled, The church was ex-
poscd to the devastation of time and ilegal “treasure
hunters™ aftor 1915, Only o very small part of deeo-
ration and Armenian epigraphs within the boilding
have reached the present day (Yamas & Tok, 2015).
Farty-bwa of these 47 rock-cot churches we resenrehieed
are lorated in Koramaz Valley, enst of Kaveeri There
are seven vilages on the slopes of this valley, which
lag a total length of 16 km from east to west; they
are Biyik Biringiiz, Uskibi, Kigik Biringiz,
Afrnas, Dimitre, Vekse, and Ispadin, The distribuiion
of the rock-cut churches according to the villapges 15 as
firllows:

Koramaz Valley

VILLAGES CHURCHES
Bivik Biringliz =
Buhasi 1 (memastery)
Kk Biriingia -
Afirnas 15
Dimitye 7
WVizksi: 3
lﬂ'p:l:llu 14
TOTAL 12

The “Kayseri Underground Structures Inventory Pro-
Jeet”, which s still agning after cight years, has al-
Iowed the investigation of brand-new structures that
hawve not been researched before, identified in each of
our exploratwons. The last of these and perhaps ane
of the most iImpartant 1s the Derevank Monastery, in
the nmonimous valley orthogonal and not far (10 km
wosth from the above suid Koramaz Valley, the detatls
of which are reported below,

Derevank Valley and village

The name of Derevank Valley, which 1z 4 km east of
Eayseri and eroded by the Karasa Stream (g, 1), has
heen teanasformed inco Turkish from the Armenian
original name. Poghosvan writes that the first form
of the name 15 "Decravank”, and it turns into “Tera-
vank”™ and then “Derevank” over time and adda: ©... in
the Armenian language the word ‘vank means o mon-

L O

- ! My ¢ - i |
Drevevank Mo sfﬁk‘-

L

Fig. 1 — Location map showing Kayseri and Darevank Vallay
[after Goagle Maps and Goodle Earth - elaboration A, Yamag |
Fig. 1 — Mappa o posizionamenio of Kayseri e della Valie of
Daravank (da Google Maps & Google Earfit - alaborazions A
Yarmes)

astery, and 'dzor’ means o gorge; and tn Turhish the
gorge sounds fthe ‘dere’..” [Poghosyan, 20185

Located in the east of Talaz distriet, in the novth-
west-southeast direction, thiz valley stretches from
Tavinsun to the south. up to Zincidere. A siream
vareving a large amount of water flows iuto the riv-
erbed in winter and spring. Thers are many larpe
and small artificial caves on both steep slopes in
the northern part of the valley (fg. 2). The small
village at the northwest exit of Derevank Valley ia
alzo called Devevank Village, This settlement, which
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-

Fig. 2 — General view of Darevank Valiey from the north entrance towards sauth. The Daravank honastery is locatad ol the steap
¢liffs 6 the right of tha photo (photo A Yamar)

Fig 2 — Panaramica della Valle of Daravank vata dallimboces seffentrionale varso sud. Il Monastaro ol Demvank é posizionata

culls ipida baiza sulfs deslra dalla foto foto A, Yarmeg)

does not have much vemaing todav and 13 considered
a patt of Tavlusun district, had 70 households in the
1806 ecensus, Many important peoplie of the ety had
their homes in this village. which was a summer re-
sort of Kayseri at that time.

WQuoting Albovajian, who deacribes both e valley and
the village in detail, Poghosyan seid that the fronts
of all the houses in Derevank Village were made of
eut stone and their backs are adjacent to the rocks
and have enrved like-cave mooms used as storape ta-
cilities and even refrigeration rooms. There were two
churches and a modest schoo! in the village (Pngho-
svan, 2018),

The Balyan family, which kas eight important archi-
tects durlng the last pericd of the Ottoman Empire
and left their mark on the late Ottoman architesture,
waa firom Devevank, After the imperial architect Mer-
ametel Ball Kalfa (death 1803), other architects of the
family created dozens of important public strustures
ench ag Crragan Palace, Ortaliy Moague, Akearay
Valide Mosqgue, Bevazit Fire Tower, 1. Mahmud

4

Toamh, Abdilmecid Tomb, Beylerbews Palace. Gal-
atasariy High School, Lhlamur Pavilion. Kigiiksu a-
vilion in latanbul (Mnmukeiyan, S005).

Sarkis Karakogvan (1865-1944) iz an important Otto-
man lawyer who was the compiler of many lnws and
regulations, especially the Corpus of Laws and Repgis-
try of Laws. The Karakogyrans are an Armenian family
from Derevank with a history of more than 300 vears.
The oldest known member of the family is Karakeg,
the aon of Koea YXakav, and this name i3 written on a
1669 Bible belonging o the Devevank Monascery (Ak-
mindue, 200 1),

Apart from the moenastery in Derevank Valley, there
were two more Avmenian masonry churches inside
Derevank Yillage: Surp Toros and Surp Asdvadzadzin
(Surp 111 Armenian, corresponds to Saint),

They wers in uge until the 1290s ln the lst pre-
pared by the Patriarchate. it is seen that the Surp
Toros Church on the upper side of the villape was
built in 1626, Surp Asdvadzadzin Church, which
was destroved in the earthquake of 1825, was re-
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Dl i 1H54 with an edicl of 1848 {Acikde, 2007;
Penoni, 2016).

Derevank Monastery (St. Sergius -
Surp Sarkis Monastery)

Alvng with its church, there is & huge rock-cul Arme-
mian menastery in Decevank Vallew, which is the uri-
gin of Lhe valley's name, as “vunk™ means "monastery”
in Armenian, Although 1l 15 one of Lhe most 1mpor-
Ll rock-cul monesteries in the whole of Baysert, thas
slevetuee, which hag ondy been brielly menlioned in
a few diflerent publivalivos, hus nol been extensively
pesearched and histerical information aboul L s very
limited, The firet duate of construction of the Monds-
tery 1s unknown and even ils name iz misspelled in
BOIIE SOUETES.

For exumple, ibs name, which is staled 1w be S0 Ser-
ghua av Burvp Savkis, 2 referved to as Surp Tovoa hoth
in Giiner Sagr's Master's Thesis and in the article she
wrote hy quoting feom this theais (Sagoe, 2000; 2005),
and Pnghosyan eorrects this ereor with the follewing
sentence in hig arkicle: Y. the young researcher in
the ath issue of the journal Terkish Archeology and
Ethnography for 2005 published an orticle "\ group
of Armenion churehes builf in the (itoman period in
the provines of Koyaeri', in which one of the four parts
mas dedicated io the chureh in the vilfoge of Devevank
w1z callod "Surp Toras Kilisest' The researcher in
hiz article erroneously presented the cull center of the
monastery of St Serging as the church of St Torps™
{Pochosyvan, 20118).

Indeed, this rock-cut monasrery complex in the Deve-
vank Valley iz reforved toin all spurvess as St Sergius
or Surp Sarkis, and Surp Tores, written by Giiner
Bafr, is the name of anolher chuech in Derevank Vil-
lape, Om the other hand, Poghosvan, who made the
most comprehensive study on this structuve, did not
evien eome b the region, nob to mention the fact thatl
he never saw the monastery complex, In the “The
Devevank Cave Complex” presentation he made at
the Bpeleolopy and Spelestology 1X International Sei-
entifie Conference in 2008, he aavs: "Oue to the foct
that the relevant stricture s inaceessifle to researl,
references to it mainly vefer to modern times, Le fo the
period of the T8Gh - 20th centuries”.

The pesitive aspeet of Poghesvan’s study 13 the re-
search of all Armenian sources about this maonas-
tery. As he himsell emphasized, all information he
wrnte in his prosentation about this strueturo rofers
to old and recent sources. For example, he iz the
first researcher to translate the detailed deseription
of this strueture written by Arshak Alhovajian (Al-
bovajian, 1937).

However, we poimt out that Derevank Vallev, de-
perthed as “traccessible fo oreseqrch”, according to
Taliyol (hrepsftaliveleom /201 10401 Sderevenk-sradizi/
aceess March 14, 2022) is today one of the favorite
hiking rouwtes of the repion. We ean also note that the
plan of the church, taken from the Master's Thesis of
Samr's, quoted above, 12 wery Imprecise and. however,

it 15 the only exsting one. We will dizcuss this 1 de-
tail in the Architectural Details seclion below, 1t s
very difficult to find and read this 2600-page work,
which waz published n Aymenian in Caive and was
oot transiated into another languace, Poghosyan has
the great mert, as mentoned above, of having read
this work and of having exlrapolated several guola-
tions, Apart from Albovajian, he also quoted the fol-
lowing lines from Inchichyan's work of 1806 “7here
is @ monastery near the village, the brethren aof which
consisted of ondy 3 - 4 mondks, There are mony caves in
the roeks arowed the viffage, inone of them S Sergius
wag anee o fermit, and the moastery is dedicated 1o
him. The main church of the monastery is carved inio
the rock. The passage o it is difficelt and dongerous,
and i fromi of i, there is a chapel, also earved into the
rock” (Porhosvan, 2008).

There are only two western travelers who have zeen
the pocli-cut monastery in Derevank Valley and men-
tiomed it in their worls. Charles Texier, in his hook
published in 1529, expressed the opinion that the
man-made caves in the Derevank Gorge was very an-
cient, dated hack to the beginning of Chriztianity, and
served as & place of pravers (Texier, 1849). And, 50
vears after Texier, Vital Cuinet in the first volume of
hia fone-volume work, suggested that the caves in the
Derevank Gorpe served as a place for hermits (Cuinet,
1E80-93).

Apart from all thess sources we have menticned, thers
ave only wvery short notez about Derevank Monastery
in some olher conbemporary sludies. For example.
Lhers is only one ling gboul Derevank Valley in the
witicle of Tevlugun in Hild and Restle's book “Kup-
padokien” and 4 rock-cut small church and rock-cut
mongsteries are mentivned around the valley (Hild &
Restle, 19810 There is oo delailed information aboul
Depevanls Monastery in the work titled "RKayseri with
ils Armenian and Greek Cullural Herituge”™ preparsd
under the editorship of Altug Yilmae, The vnly note
uboul Lhis structuee, which @ mentioned g o line in
the dacahbase, consists of the caption of a photor “The
remins on ihe sogpthern :ifﬂpﬁ: nj'. the Derevonk ":';EJ:-'\';'
of Tolaz are thowght to belong to Surp Serkis Arme-
rin Morastery, whickh wos hulll in the [ Tth century”
Milrmas, 2016),

There 15 no information about the complex even in the
wark prepaved under the editorship of Bano Pekol,
namad “Kayzeri, Adana, Temir, Elang Nigde, Bursa;
Azsessment Report of Architectural Cultural TTerit-
nge’”, Mowever, in thiz worl: the other two Armenian
churehes in the willage located an the exin of Devevank
Valley are desevibed in detadl (Pekal, 2018).

Architectural details

Derevank Monastery ig indispulahbly different [rom
all the mek-rut stroctured we have gsearched and aue-
veyved in Kayveeri tor eight vears, and avchitecturally
it has a much mare advanced conformation than any
of the atruetures we have examined so far, Loeatod
A5 moabove the valley floor, this monastery complex

fa
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Fig:

3 — Plan of Derevank Monastery rock-cut complex (drawing H.1, Kala, A. Yamag - January 2022)

Fig. 2 = Fianta def complessa ng:lemtm def Monasters df Derevank q’gmﬁea H.l. Kala, A, Yamag = gennain 2022).

waa completely excavated into soft voleanie tuff and
the front of the ce-mplex, extending in the northwest-
poutheast direction, has a total axia length of 120 m.
Anart from 12 d:liﬁeﬂmt atruetures facing the valley
aneafwhn:h ig.achureh  there arc alsa a few more
chambers on the backside (fig. T
Devevank Monastery embodies o fow differont peeu-
liarity frem an architeeturnl point of view. The first
foeature is Eh;rt all chambers on the front and rear fa-
epdes in Lhe lnst patt of the building, whic,h continues

to the northwoest after the church, are eonnected by a
lomgitudinal rock-carved internal eorridor (1), more or

less parallel to the profileof the external cliff. All mck-
vt chambers of the backside sl huw doars apening
to thiz underground mmdnr The yeazon for zuch a

thfﬁr,ult ammmcturszrattige, which is not intended

for any protection, is wclear but this mtﬁrnal passage

could be carved simply to avoid snow and cold during

winter (ﬁg.allj

In other examples such as the Subas Rock-cut

Monastery, the necessary amall pazsages were pro-
vided by individual short 1ndepemdant meis dug
into t,he rcrck;s ani ‘_the outside passage in front of
the structures was used for all other connections.
Of course, also in the casze of the Derevank Mon-

[

Fig. 4 = Entrances of Derevank Monastery rock-cut ‘complex.

Harsh winlers (up to 25 degree below zero), and hol summers,
are probably the sarliest reason thal pushed the inhabilanis
to take advantage of the thermal inerlia thal characterizes the
SpECes mawﬁtedmmmad[ﬁ {photo A, Yarmag).

Fig. 4 — Ingressl del complesso rupestre df Derevank. fnvemt
rigidi (sfnoa 28 gradl sotlo zera) ed estatf cald, sone verosh-

mham's}apnmamg.iom che ha spinto gt abifanti & sinttare
Vinerzi fermica che carafterizza gii amt»ﬂnﬁscm-‘ﬂb nefla faie-
sia {foto & Yamag).
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Fig. 5 = Alarge bazket vaulted gallery in the southeasl section
of Derevank Monastery [phote A, Yamag).

Flg. § — Lina deite ample galiere con volta & peilera” del set-
fofe SE del Monastcro di Derevvank (fato A, Yansg).

astery, along rhe facade of the eliff theve i3 a lavge
external path that can atill he vsed today ta »each
rhe various enbranees,

Anather architectural peenliavite of the complex s
the gipantic sallevies located both in the southeast of
the zettlement and i the continuation of the church,
These pallovics start from the eastermmost entrance
of the momaztery. The fact that there are no niches on
the walls and no silos oo the rrowwd proves that the
large gallovics with basket vault, 4 m wide in places
and 2.5 - 1 m ceiling height. were not used function-
ally, Following the first entry in the southeast, these
galleries farmed a triangle and continue in both direa-
mons along its long side. and are not part of the longi-

Bl a LATE Vet SN
Fig. & = Chamber (B, view from the cpening in the valley,
leoxing south towsards the back wall. The passage on tha right,
now closed by zquared stones, was in connection with the gal-
laras of the secior (A], Remnants of plaster onthe wails can ba
gean (phato A Yamag),

Fig. 8 — Camera {B), vista dallaffacclo sullg valle, guardanda
a s verso fa parste of fondo, I passaggio sulz destrs, org
chiuso aa piefre squedrale. e in connessione con e galiers
de! seffore fAl. Sulle parcti sono wisibilf resfi di intonaco (fafo
A Yamag)

Fig 7 — Bamel vaulted Churzh at the Deravank Manastery:
view t tha east, loward the apsa and the outside (phota A
Yamag)

Flg. 7 — Chiesa del Monasiero of Daravank con volta a batte!
vista versu esl, in direzione dell'abside e verso lesierno {folo
A Yamag).

tudinal rack-cavved corridor we mentioned ahove, The
reagan for the earving of thess galleries, which were
too large to be connection tunnels is unclear (Point A
in the map and fig. 5

After a narvow passage; these gallerios reach another
chamber that opens to the surface and has niches on
its walls (Point B in the map and fig, 8). The structure
aftor this roon and ancther contiguons eorreaponds to
the church of the monasery (fig. 7). The narrow and
short tunnel lepding o the chureh is oot original and
apparently che church had no connection with any of
theze structures of the southeast.

Before our study, the coly plan for the church of this
monastery -aa we mentioned above- was available in
Safir's thesis and arzicle. The plan drawn by us of this
church, whose interior details we measured with 46
cdhifferent stations, was se different from Sadic's shetch
that we simply thought there was another chureh inoa
difllferent part of the valley (Og. 8), The church in this
sketeh -ulong with all the other monsstery rock-cul
huildings- is located on the west slope of the Derevank
Vallew, and ita apse should face east. Although there
is no divection arrow in Sag’s sketch, il is very clear
that the rock wall and the entrance are orientod o
the east and the apse is instead shown to the west.

7T
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Fig. 8 — Reproducton of Sagirs 1998 sketch {withoul orienta-
tion and scala) of the Church of Derevank Mohastery, which
was wrongly referred as to Sump Tores Church (drawing after
Sadger 2000).

Fig. 8 — Ripreduziona dolio schizzo del 1992 di Sagir (senza
origriamente 8 scala) della chissa del Monastero di Deravanik,
che & stalo erroneamente atinbuite alls Chiesa di Surp Toros
{grafica oa Sagr 2000).

If Sapr and Poghosyan ate not desenbine another
chureh located on the oppesite slope of Derevank YVal-
ley but from the photos they have posted it seems not
ta be 3o, this sketch of the church and what they wrote
about the building may not be exact. Most of the state-
ments abous thiz ehureh that Safgr wrote in her thesis
and article appear also incorrect.

As can be seen from our plan Tz 3), the apse of the
church is lowards the easl. Thee s 8 windiw on the
upper parl of the semiciceular apse, whoss altar hos
been completely destroved. The nave = 26.5 m long
and 5 m wide il sverange. The 80 m high ceiling of
the nave is enlirely barrel-vaulled. und the wulls of
both the apse and the nave are plastered, zllhough
parlially spilled. Excepl lor a lew small marks on Lhe
gorth wall of the upse, there are no [rescoed b Lhe
church. The parl on the north wall of the nave, which
wi mssuine o be a chamber, s completely blocked by
large hlocks of ook fallen away from the ceiling. The
ather chamber, lacated on the seuth wall opposite this
chamber, has a double connectiem to the nave, The
outer comnection tannel of this second chamber, which
apiena to the surtace, is not original and was exeavated
later - as we wrote ahove,

The next strueture from the church o the noveh iz
another gallery—corridor whase funetion is uneertain.
Thia hasket vanlt gallery, which has one or two niches

Fi:

Fig. 8 = The large straight hasket vaulted gallery. 21 m long,
which connects o tha church (photo A, Yamag).

Fig. 8 - La grande galleria retlifines con volla a paniere, lunga
21 m. collsgals alta chiesa [folo A, Yamag),

on its wallzs, iz 3.20 m wide and extends straipht for 21
m {Point C in the map and fig. 9). After this gallery—
sorridor, the purpose of which cannot be understood,
the above-mentioned “rock-carved longitedinal corri-
dor” and chambers to the left and right begin. The ar-
chitraves and jambs of entrance doors of some cham-
bers are aingle-prece rock-cut basalt and stand intact
(Peint D in the map and fig, 10), Poghosyan makes the
[elowing comment in his article for ancther chamber,
the front of which 1s completely vpen w the valley:

e fhe Tefi sicde of the vesiibale wee D reins of an in-
fermedicde room, which some authors ook fora chapel,
which Is gutte probuble, This idea & prompted by sev-
vred detudls, Fivsl, thevs aee preserved niches both in

Fig. 10 — The doors of the chambers along the longiludinal
flat-ceiling cormridor (D). One can note the walls partially com-
posed of sguared stones, as well as jambs and lintels made
frorn manolithic blocks (photo A Yamag).

Fig. 10 — Lo porte deflle camers funga i coridain fangittdinate
o soffitto piafta (D). 5 notaro | mow parziamaontc compost da
pigire sguadrate, nonchs stipitl @ architraw ricavati da blocehi
mansitiel ffats A Yemacs).
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Fig. 11 — HNiches and frascoas in the chamber {E}. entiraly built with ashiars and a painted [dvo-centered) vaul, claimed 1 be a

chapel [phole HE Kala),

Fig 11 — MNicehia a affreschi neda carmara (E) interamenta cosfrufta con concl @ volta 8 3asto acuto (a duis cantl), che of Hilena

fozze une cappeis (folo H | Kafa)

the adjacent part of the rock and in the perpendicolar
parts. Secondly, @ voulted roof resiing on trarsverse
wialla, And finally, thirdly, the entive upper paet of the
dleserthed ronm 18 covered with freseaes. The fresen, In-
cated directly above the passage from the vestifule to
the church, most fikely depreted the two-storey sehipn!
of St. Yransiators. Based on this, we can conclude thot
the frescoes are contemporary with the comstruction of
the schond building tr the village of Derevank, e He-
long to the T9th censury and not eariier than the T5ih
centiry” (I'oghosyan, 2018).

This paraeraph is npen to discussien for ditferent rea-
(RN

* The front fagade of this chamber iz completely open
and thers are not many wall remainings on it.

¥ Poghosyan does not show any reference when he
saya “which some authors tooh for o chapel”.

* Again, niches that the anthor offers as supportine
examples for the chapel are availlable in many diffec-
ent chambaeva of this complex, for example at Point B
¥ The above mentioned frescoes, which are one of the

most important elements of thizs chamber and even of
the entire complex, are 4 subject of separate discus-
sion. Although 1o 1@ elear that all them wers possibly
tnade in the 19th century, as he states, he wrote that
the masonry structure depicted in the fresco was built
in Devevank Village in the carly 18005 and that il s
1 two-stary religions achool named after 5t Pranszia-
tors. We peint out that the Derevank Village, swwhich
was completely rebuilt after the (825 carthouake,
has no remainz of this structure today and there is no
historical evidenee that the two-storey building secn
in this fresco is the St Translators religious school.
These freseoes, which have auffersd grest damape
over the years., have been virtually reconstructed by
Bilgin Yazhk (Point E in the map and fiz 11, fig. 12)
The ceilings of the following two chambers, which were
orieated towards the valley, were partially supported
by stone vaults. The valleyv facades of both chambers,
which were probably open when they were fivst baualt,
wire lacer eovered with rough aquared atones (Poiot
Fin the map and fig. 13). We can think that the last
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Fig. 12 — On the laft, the curent state of the fresca in sy on the rght, a virtal reconstriection (photo and drawing B. Yazlik].
Fig. 12 — A shystra, o sfato aftuale degll affreschi in situ; & deatra, unag sua rcastuzione virueie (fofe e gratica B, Yazis).

Fig. 153 = Chamber (F) of Derevank Monastery towards the norih, with & stone arch at the entrance, closed by squared stones,
partially collapsed (phots AL Yamag),

Fig 13 — Camera (F) dal Monastero al Derevank verso nosd can ih arco fn platra allingresso, ohiuso da pleire squadeata, i

pare croffats (Tolo A, Yarmag)

chamber, located in the novthwest of the Monastery,
in consideration of the presence of a winepress and
a silo nside, could be s kitchen. From this last moom
a narrow tunnel, 16 wm long. leads nowhere, towards
northwest: evidently there was a project to ezpand
the settlement, stopped during the exeavation for un-
known reasona.

Although conflicting dates are given in different

a0

sources, there 1= no historical record or document
about the construction date of the Derevank Monas-
tery. Parhosyan, 1 his article, ohjects thet Kevorky-
an and Pabujyan write in their works published in
1992, without referring to any source, that the mon-
astery was built in the first half of the 17th century,
Alhoyajian alao cloimed that Armenians settled in
Tavlusun and Derevank in the 17th century (Pog-
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hosyan, 2014). Dut we know that the suffix “vank”
in Lhe name Derevank came from this monsstery an
the walley, and hoth Tavlusun and Devevank villap-
g2 were already in Ottoman tax registrationz dated
1500 (Inbagy, 19945).

On the other hand, we believe that the 70 em wide ancd
15 m long tunnel in the last chamber we mentioned
above, which was abandoned without any further ex-
avation, wia o clue about the fivse eonstruction date
of Dercvank Monastery. This tunnel, which looks like
a tvpical entrance of a defense shelter, is very simi-

lar to its common counterparts in Cappadocia, and it
15 thovglil that such refuges were dug by local people
to protect themselves from Avab raids that attacked
the region between the 7th and 1lth centuries AC. Af-
ter the 11th century, no shelter was exeavated in the
regron. If thia tunnel waa stavted to be excavated for
defenze purposes by the residentz of this menastery
and it was left unfinished when it was realized that
Lhero was no need, the latest construction dale of the
maonastery -ar at least that part of the complex- mayv
b around the Lith contury.

Conclusion

Alvhough it ia montiened 0 many difforent sources and there are even o fow arcieles about i, our information
about Derevank Monastery is extromely Bmited. As theee i3 no reliable histovical souree and no seientitic studsy
has been done to date, we do not have any sipnificant information about this complex at present. We are even
ol thee opanicn that, despite the nme, it s debatable whechor this complex wios o monastery or nol, when even
information ahont the first date of construetion are nnfortunately uneertain. Although it does not seem possible
te have a residential rock-cut complex in such a desolate place, not even the court. kitchen, or refectory, typical
of the Cappadocian monasteries, seem evident in this settlement. Contrary to popular beliel, "trapeza” (table
and zcting places earved into the bedreck), which i3 thought to be a tradition in monastic refectories, i2 not a
characterizsting requisite {Custerbour, 20100, But, in this complex. even the location of the kitchen is uncertain,
let alone the refectory, On the other hand, huge galleries with uncertain functions, located south of the building,
are another question mark. Therefore, Derevank Monastery needs much move degasled and sclentific research
than haz been done eo far. [t 1= our hope and wishes that this structure, which has an extraordinary historical
value, iz not destroved until the day when these detailed studies sre carried out,
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Dimitre, a long linear rock-cut village (Kayseri -
Turkey)

Dimitre, un esteso villaggio rupestre lineare (Kayseri - Turchia)

Ali Yameg

Apsiract

Therg are mek-cul villages in many difsrent parts of the world, also in Turkey and, in parlicutar, in Cappadocia thay ara
widespread, Although many of these groups of dwellings, also called "ciiff setllements” (" ingar’, erraced” or "wall villages’,
according o their style), are sbandoned loday, some of them are slill being used. As OBRUK Cave Ressarch Group, we
started (o work for the "Kaysen Underground Struclures Inventory Project” in January 20714 This project includes the re-
search, survey, mapping. and documentalion of all the underground siraclures in Kayeerni teritony. Dunng this nine-year
project, alang with other underground strustures, Dimitre Village, ona of the lohgest linear cliff settioments in Turkay,
abEndanes shly It 1966, was axtansively explarad and survayed By Us Tar the 15t e, 16 (s article the cantarmatian
and madilications of the cavilies on Ihis complex, consisting of 229 dwelling—a and their rural Tacililes, b chumches and 10
shelters, plausibly datng back ta the 7th century or eardier, are discussed

Key words: Cappadocia. Kaysar), Dimitre, ofiff sefflentents, arificial cavilias,

Rlassunte

| vilaggl scavat! nelle pareti di recia sona present inagnl perte det monda. Quest tiol gl aggiomerat] rsultans amplamean-
te giffusi anche su tutto I ferriloro della Turchia €, in paricolare, dells Cappadodia, nel centra dells Provineka Vulcanica
Anatolica. Vengono genercamente definiti insediamenti di falesia® e, secondo 13 conformazicns marfologics e la collocs-
zipne, sono-identificati come villaggi rupestr lineari”. "terrazzati” o "a parets” jo, molto spesso, "mist™). Sono costituiti da
abltazionl, magazzinl stalle, opara elrichs, plecianale, ma anche chigsa & opers di difesa dcavate In rocoe terare, facll
da lavorarg & a inerzia termica. Sebbena siano per la maggior pars ormal abbandanat! & in roving alouni soho ancora
oggi ulilizzat.

Meliares di Kayseri, in antico Cassarsa, capitale della grande provingia dellimpero Ramanag di Cappadocia, pol “tema”
dell'lmpero Blzantino, vi 2ono diversi villaggl di gquesta tipo. distibut] in almeno el valll, tra loro vicine: L'insadiamenta
rupestra di Dimltre ha la particolaritd di estendearsi tra due basse falesle odzzontall, nella parta supadors (1283 m s [ m.) dl
una diramszione della profonda valle di Koramaz, su un fronte ininterrotls ¢ rocce di 820 m, cellocandesi, probsbiiments,
tra i pil estesi villaggi rupestri lineari della Turchiz.

Le Inclagini di questo complesso, completamente abbandonato nel 1965 a causa della minaccia di crolll, hanno consantio
dl documentara 229 abitazlont @ laro serizl, § chiase blzantine & 10 tfugl, 8 pleeols dimenstonl ma datat] é porta-macina

Giussli, verosimitmenlte, risslgons al periode in el i cristianl residenti nella regione dovevano difandersi dalle razzie armbe,
iniziate nel Vil secols d C.. mentre le iombe di epoca romana sulle sommita del plateau fanno pensare ad una datazions
ancora anteriore, [nframezzati alle strutture scavate nella roccia & ad e3se connessi vi erano diversi edifici costruiti in
superficie: Dal 1500, secondo | regisiri ottomani, qui risiedevanc 37 nucle! famiiiar, sallii a 118 nel 1831, tutli compaosti
da genli musuimane. Dopo 'abbandone, e abilazicr in muralura fureno pressocha demolite per raciiperare le pletre re-
Impiegats per edificare il vilaggio moderno sul favolato apposta, lasciando a visla gli ingressi dells srutture sotterranse
retrostanii che, peraltro, si presentano molto rimaneggiate dzlluso continuato nel corso quasi due millenni.

Il villagoio rupestre di Dimite & stato per la prima volta esplorato @ documentato sistematicamente. dallOBRUK Cave
Resaarch Group di Istanbul, nelfambite del “Keyser Underground Structures Inventary Project’, promesso nel 2074 daila
Metropolitan Municipality e dal CEKUL Feundaticn, con lintento di individuare & mappare lutte le slrullure rupesir & sot-
terranee della provincia. i

FParcde chiave: Gappadocia, Kaysen, Dimitre, insediamento of falesia, cavitd adificlall

Introduction Turkey, Kavser: aoud ite vicinity dbig. 1) had tremen-
dous voleanic activity, which started spproximately
Situated in the Central Anatolian Veleanic Provin- 11 million vewrs sgo and continued vntil the Early
i (CA‘W;"F‘:]I_ in the middle of the Anatalian Plateauw in Holovene (cu, 10,000 - 2,000 VERES 1), (;\_ydu_r ot ul..

OBRUK Cave Hesewrch Group. Agkhava Apl. 167 Niantas — Letanbel - Turkey - ayamac@amanl com
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2012 Innocenti, Mazasuoli, Pasgquare, Radicali DI Bro-
golo, & Villars, 1975), Countless voleanoes deposited
pyroclastiic rocks of exormous thickness on the surla-
o, In Cappadocia, of which Kaveer: was Lhe ancienl
capital, an area of approsimately 200000 km® is now
covered by rocks of (his origin,

I is oot known when the lalaceous rocks of Lhe region
were dug by man for the first time and the inhabitants
hegan to use the suhsoil as dwoellings, Indecd, the con-
tnuous usage of the rack-hewn structures for thou-
sands of vears has made archacelogical investizating
ditficult to undertake and intorpeet, The carlices da

red rook-hewn grruerures choountered i Coappadocia
are probably the Boman rock-cut tombs in Nevaehiv /
Mazikoy and seuth of Kavserl, especially Avsepinar
and Yenikdy (Durukan, 2002). Then, the vaviety of
underground and reck-eut structures has increascd
incredibly from the times of Homan Bmpire to the By-
gantine, The stroctures enrvad ints the tocka are nat
limited to houses, harns, dovecotes, tombe, and chare-
hes: monasteries, aquedncts, cisterns, and even apia-
ries are housed 1o the teff outerops (Bixio A, Bisia K.,
De Pazeale, 2023). Many af these voel-cnt structures
obzerved in different parts of Cappadocia, over the
centuries have been abandened and collapsed, others
have been continuously uged until recent time, often
changmng purpose, and only a few still retain their
function today (R, Bixe, 2012; B, Bixio, Castellani, &
Succhiarelli, 2002; Gilhh & Yamae, 2007

gl
WessrEnam Sea

Fig: 1 - Location map showng Kaysen and Dimilie Village
{afler Google Maps and Google Earth-slaboralion A Yamag).
Fig. 1 — Mappa con posizione o Kaysen o del vwlaggio o Dimi-
tre (da Google Maps & Goagle Earth-elabarazioine A, Vamag).

2

The dillerent natural ormalions of Cappadecia and
Lha very pumerous - arbiDema] covibies dug in Lhese Gore-
malwns have deawn the allention of mulliple trayval-
lers-scholavs since M) vears aoo, and have heen sub-
ject o various research and scientilic sludies, These
aurvevs slarled priasarily lor the lrescoss and archi-
Leciural eloments of the countless rock-cul churches,
and then have expanded to othor rock-cut structures.
Todny, there are hundreds of scholarly worlks and stu-
dies ranging fram underground shelters to hydraulbic
structures (Bixio K, De Pascale, 2022), dovecotes (Bix-
i &, Bixio R, De Pascale, Yamag, 20235 and oven
rocli-cut apiaries in the area (Bixio K., Bixia A, De
Tascale, 202E).
Although these studies vefor to a territory gencrical-
I named Cappadoeia, in reality noarly all have heen
poerformed only in the Nevsehiv - Uretip - (ioreme tri-
angle, but this arca represent only a small part (ca.
fA00 km® of thie ancient historien] vegion,
In AD 371, it was the largest provinee of the Roman
Ermpire, with a sotal area of 58,000 kma® and its capital,
as said, was Kavsern (Mitchell, 2018; Bamaay, 1290}
This city was named "Mazaca™ from the Hattians o
Strabo, and it was changed to “Caesarea” in honor
of Caesar Augusztus i AD 14, After the 3rd century
ALY, it wase the larpest city of the Byzantine theme,
in Central Anatolia. The name become Quaisarva by
the Arabs, transformed into Kavsareya by the Seljuk
Turks (late 11th century), then Kavser in Cttoman
timesz, and now iz chief town of the homonymona Tuk-
ish district,
Despate betng the capival of Cappadecia during unvient
times, no comprehensive stientific reseurch has been
varried out so far in terme of the rock-cut architecture
in Kavseri. To fill this defiviency, we, as OBRUK Cuve
Rasearch Group, started to work for the “Kuyseri Un-
derground Strvetares Inventory Project” in January
2014, The project. carried out based on a triple pro-
toced with the CEKUL Foundation and Eayvser: Met-
popolitun Municipality, includes the research, suevey,
and documentation of ull the underground structures
leicstenl n l-‘:uy.-seri Province, This project, covering the
entive territory with an avea of 17,500 km® and ongo-
ing far nine vears, has become very significant espe-
cially due to the findings in Koramaz Valley,

Koramaz Valley

There 15 g FO08H m elevanion diffevence hotweon
the plain where Kayseri 18 located, at 1054 m a1,
and the mountaing 30 kilometers east of this plaing
as & result. cach ereek fAowing down these slopes
haa lormed s valley by eroding che soft pyroclastic
rocks, East of Kavseri, there are six diflferent val-
lews: o thelr rock sides there are slruciures carved
L the inhabitants dwelling in the aren lor hundeeds,
ov even move, Tor thousands of years, The longest of
Lhese six valleys Is Roramaz Valley. Tn this 16 ki long
alrean course, Lhere are, in lotal, seven dillerent val-
lages, From wesl wooeast, Whese are Blivilk Blrlnglis,
Uskithii (Subasi), Kilgiik Phriingiiz, Afurnas, Dimitre,
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Vekae, and Ispidin: Both the mwevior and surround-
imga ol these seven villages, localed on the slopes of
Kaoramae Valley, ave (ull of sleuclures carved inlo the
rocks, Theugh il s Longh Lo dale these slructures due
o their continuous usaoe, the experls have ascribed
some of the rock-cul churehes in the valley Lo the Sh
and 11th centuries. O the other hand. it s 2 gener-
ally accepted assumption that the underground shel-
tera in Kovamaz Valley wore dug botwoen the Tth and
10th centuries by Christians living in the region as a
protection against the Arab raids,

In pddition. the experts examining the rock.out st
etures near Afirnas have stated that, thoogh cheae
structures have changed over time due to difforent
usages, by tiking into consideration the entrance de
eoration and inceriny architoeture, ot least 18 of the
cavicies in the valloy have heen dug az Boman eham-
ber tombs and 16 as eolumbarium (31l 2017; Yazhlz,
2022), To auny up, itia possibie e say that the back-
sround of all these structures carved in rocks in the
Kovamaz Valley dates back to at least 2000 vears azo
and probably to even sarlier times (Yamaeg, 2018). Re-
eently accepted o the UNESCO World Heritape Site
tentative list, new projects for restoringz and protecs
ting various structures and churches in this area have
already begrun,

Cliff Settlements

A chff sectlement 1s & vallage carved Into the rock faces
with all its structures; meluding houses, stopags ro-
ome, burns, clsterns, meligious buildings, and defease
shelters,

Aceording to Italisn “Commissions Nasienale Cavita
Artifiviall”, there are several types of "elill pock-out
villuges”, depending on the meepholegy on which the
facilities have been carved: a “linear settlement”™ con-
wists of a series of dwellings and their iInfrastructures
earved Into a long, anl generally low ceag, mostly in
an single level when the dwellings ave dug on over-
]upp"lng lewels an hig]': vertical walls, we will have s
fwall settlement™ if the eock-cut structures are an
misaligned levels, such as a series of voek steps, we
will have a “terraced settlement”. OF couvse, this elas-
sification i3 schematio and the different types are of-
rem mixed in the zame site (Bixdo B Galeazz, 200%a;
Paxio R.. Galeaxsa, 2008b, slide 88; (Bixe A, Bixio T,
Da Pascale, 2023),

Throughout history, in various regions of the world,
people have dug all these struetures into the rocks,
and all thege dwellings, dug side by side, have marged
over time to form troglodyte villages (Kempea, 1935,
Rather than eonsiruciing 2 strocture on the surfiee,
there gre dillferent repsons lor preferving Lo live in gn
arlificial cavity. The [irsl and probably most lmpor-
pnl reasen s that ek dwellings are easier W imp
lement than surface structures (Owtiivk, 2008), TF the
rock one s plancing Lo dig s relalively soll and sui-
table [or being carved, a fow people working Lopelhey
ean dig g small house inoa shorl tane, and it will eost,
much less than a house buili on the surface. The olhey

advantape of a rock-cul dwelling s that it s eagier
Lo keep warmer during the winber and naturally eool
during the summer,

CLT seltlements can be of dilferent sizes. Along with
Lhe small selllements consisling of a lew dwelliongs
dug aide by gide and housing a amall populalion, there
are golossal oslodele villages: In numerous dillerent
regions of the world, chere are countless sectlements,
aomix of which have boen abandoned and have bo-
come cultural hericage, and others arve still inhahitod.
For example, today, in several regions, from France
(Laive: Walley) o Iran (Kandovan), or lealin (Massa-
fra. Matern ov Ginosnd to Greeee (Santovind), av Spain
{Saragossa). poople continue to live in these tvpes of
cliff spttleoments, and often this styvle of treglodyte liv-
ing has become a tourist atoraction point.

There are chiff scttlements in different regions of Tur-
leey, such as Godet in Contral Anatolia, Ahlat and Ani
in Bastern Anacolia, and Pheygin in West Anatolia.
However, Cappaclocia i3 different from all these ot-
her regions in Anatolia in certain respects. The first
and most crucial differsnce 1= that, while there i &
sinele sertlement in one or two valleys in other regi-
ons, the number of cliff settlements in Cappadocia i3
extensive. In the provinces of Aksaray, Nevsehir, and
Baysert, there are more than 30 cliff settlements of
all sizes. The soft pyroclastic rocks eroded by streams
have formed various morphologies throughout Cappa-
docia (valleys, cliffs, 1solated hills, badlands), whers
numerons troglodyte villages have been dug. The sett-
lement of Cavusin. for exampls, located between Go-
reme and Avanos, has over o hundred rock-cut stoue-
tures gnd s un exeellent evidence of o mixed “torcaced
dnd wall™ settlement. This village, which was dug on
vvertapping levels on g 60 metres high slope and alung
the entire extension of the hull, wis dhandonaed in the
19505 with the start of the rock collapses: afterwurd,
the frontuge of the hill collupsed completely, Zelve,
whare two different vallevs intersect each other for-
ming t trinngle, hos oo eocl-cut village, partly Bneay
and partly on wall, with fourchurches, 1 mosque, and
s tatal of 67 rock-cot _Li‘r.rul,'tur:-:.!-_i,. Untal 1954, pe!:_lpll;!
lived in those rock-cut dwallings and. az happened in
Cavuging the willage was abandoned due to che rock
eollapses (Pekin, 2014),

Also on numerous other walls of the valleys, such as
Meskendir, Kimlpukor, and Kilighar avound Gireme
ar Gesi and Defirmendere avound Kayseri, there are
comntless vock-dwelled settlerments. churches and
sheltars of all gizes, 261 not fully documented, buc to
which every vear relevant new discoveries are added
(A, Baxio. Thxio, De Pascale, & Maifredi, 2018; T Thxio.
EM2), Tn the provinee of Kayseri, apart from the most
known elill selilements sueh as Sofanl, BErdemli, and
Citzeliiz, wehave exploved 11 dilfevenl rock-cu seiile-
ments and completed surveys of some of them.

O the easy of Kayseri, seven dillerent valleve are er-
ded by the streams Qowing down from the high hills,
siilar o Loae of western Cappadocia, Several clill
seluiements can be found in the vallevs of Avedik,
Degirmendere, Goai. and Woramaz, which are only o
Lew kilomvelres apart. We have explored and surveved
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Fig. 2 ~ Saleilile view of Dimitre Gl Sallisment (afler Google Earth-glaboration A, Yamag).
Fig. 2 — Vista satellifare dallinsediarnelo of fatesta of Dirire (da Google Eartl-elaborazions A, Yamag),

moet of these relevant structures 1o the past fow veo reValley, while there are as many as 476 in four difte-
ars, neting that the number of voek-out dwellinge dit-  rent cliff zettlemente of Koramaz Valley, Thengh two
fers a lot from valley to valley (QOBRUK, 20175, 2017h,  of theze settlements have few dwellings, the other two
201 7e, 2018, 2020), For example, there ars 36 rock-cut  troglodyte villages nclude not onty dwellings, storage
gtruetures i the cliff settlements of the Defirmende-  ronma, barps, or underground shelters but alas Ro-

Fig. 4a — The northwestern part of the Dimitre CH Settiement. Estwean the entrances of the dwelings dug into the rock, facing
southwest, the remains of masonry houses are still visible (phote B, Langflord),

Fig. 4a - La parle nordoves! dellinsediamento of falessa o Dimilre, Inframezzali agli ingressi dalle abilazion scavale nelid rectid
che @ alfacciane a sudoves!, sono ulfora visibil | resll defie case in muratura ffole B, Langfond),
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Fig. 3 — Vew of Koramaz Valley fark from one of tha rock-cut
dwellings of Dimitra {phato 0. Albov)

Fig. 3 -~ Confluenza con g Valle di Koramaz visla da una dalfe
abitazion rupsstn dr Dimitre (foto D, Albow),

mun tombs, churches, and columbaria, Agiroas Clifl
Setclement 15 # substuntial rock-cut villnge with 195
different rock-dwelled structures carved into three
separate walls of Kormmazr Valley, However, Dimitre
CIT Bettlement 1= enticely different from ull the other
ptructiees stated above,

Dimitre Cliff Settlement (Ka27)

Kovamaz Valley reaches “Thmitre CHF Settlempnt”
thren km dewnstreamcof AZirnas Village in Melikgazi

districl (Fig 1) Iz aumber s Ka2T in the "Kayveeri
provinee’s List™ of the “Turkey Artilicial Cavilies In-
venlory™ (Yaumae and Bixio, 2022],

The rock-cul dwellings of Dimilre are not localed on
Lhe: main line of the Koramaz Valley, bul on Lhe rieht
bark of 8 bheanch ext Elrl.din;,{ Upsiream, Lo L he goullie-
ast(Fig.2), This is the point wilh the mealest dilferen-
oo in height that Koramaz Valley has along its route.
At che fork of Dimitee (1240 m 580 on the botoom), the
walley's depth from the tap of the platean veaches 80
meties (Fig, 3. Unlike the dwellings dug on three so-
parite rocky wills of che valley in nearbse Afirnazg, the
entre ancient Dimitee CHTY Sectloment has been dug
inn the wallzs of a long helt of low and irvezular rocky
matcrond, extending in g sort of almost uninterrupted
lirwe tbomg £he slope fieing souchwest, at 1200 ma.a.l,
thus /3 m above the stream bed. Such belt 18 betwe-
on two kow crags that run parallel. almost horizontal,
from northwest to aoutheast, the highest of whick s
the crowning of the tableland that extends to the nort-
heast, at about 1220 m a.s.l, that 1=, 27 m in average
above the rock-cut settlement, and right in front of the
today's masonyy village of Dimitre, positioned on the
opposite platean. (Figs, 2, 4a, 4b),

According to Citoman Begistration dated 1500, in
Dhpnitre Village there were 37 householdsz, living in
rocl-cut dwellings, which Increaszed in the intervening
three centuries, reaching 119 in the census of 1831
(Comert, 2008; Inbaz, 1993), Although according 1o
the firat Begistration, the entire village wagz Mualim,
sven the villsge's name shows that the residents wers
oot Muslims before 1500, Its history may date back
to much earlier centuries, Moreover, the presence of
“millstone doors” in the tunnels inside the old rock-

Fig. 4k — The middle part of the Dimitre CHif Seltliemant. The entire rock-cul village develops in a linesr rack band just below the
crag that crowns the plateau (pholo B, Langford).

Fig--d8 — La parte cenfrale delfThsedismenta of falesia of Dimitre. Lintero villagaio Aipestre s svilippa in Una Fascla of rocela
lincare appona softo ia falesia che corana Maltipiano (fafo B. Langford).
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Fig. 5 — Morthwest comer of lhe reck-cul setlizment wilk the remans of stune masonry houses in the foreground (photo B
Siraup).

Fig 5 — Estremifa nordovest dell insadlameanto rupestra con | rast, fn primo piano, dells case fo moratura o pledra (foto B, Strant)

arved structures, that iater turned inoo dwellings,
prowves that in origin they wore built fie dofensive
purposes. As obacrved in Cappadocia, Christians dug
these underground struetures to defend themselees
against the Arab raids that started in the Tth century.
Thie residents of Dimitee Village hove continned to
hive in this cliff sectlement until vory recently. Chver
time, the orimnal underground structures have been
repeatedly modified, and even several stone masonry
honzes have been built over and between them, When
the site became uninhabitable due to the rock collap-
se8, i 1968 people moved (o their current settlement,
in the opposite plateau, an the top of the valley. Du-
ring the village's relocation, the homeowners removed
the stones from the abandoned masonry houses and
uzed them to conatzuet their new ones, As a resulf,
the terraced slope looks like a ruin today (Fig. da-b;
Fiz, 5). Dn the other hand. thers 13 2 magnificent vi-
ew behind these ruing: the disappearance of the stone
houses built in surface his brought the entrances of
thie old rock-varved strvetures back into the duylight.
It s impressive to see that all the houses of the an-
elent villuge were connected with stractures corved
into the rock. Our explorations in the region have also
confirmed this fuct. For sxample, during our surveys,
while we were preparing to messure the tunnel be-
hind a house whers ull the structures in front of and
behind it were dismantled vears ago, and the parts

Fis)

that were not dismantled collapsed, an clderly resi-
dert, wha came te vigit us, snid chat this building was
his aunt's house and that he spont his childhood there.
O the back wall of this howse, which hizs aunt used
as hor residence until 80 venrs aeo, there were two
tunnela carved into the eock, one 30 m long, where
two large millstone doors were piaced. This iz one of
the caze that an underground shelrer dug for defense
purposes centuries apo, when it was no longer neeided
was converted into a dwelling—storage room. As a Te-
sult of a tradition of continuously Living in rock-cut
structures for centuries or even theusands of years,
examples of which can be found almost everywhere in
Koramaz Valley, we can see that such structures have
underpone a constantly evolution in parallel with the
rezidente’ changing needs. Although we can partally
recomuze the last pericd of use of buildingz by looking
at the shape of the front door and the condition of the
ficlies and feeding troughe mside, ag we wrote above,
the use gpanning such a long time seteally mukes it
difficult to distinguish between a dwelling, 2 warehou-
su and w barn. The biggest peoldem created by this
phenvmenon s that it bas become almost imposab-
le to understand the original consteuetion date of the
rock-cut structures snd ther onginal intended wse af-
Ler g many vears of constunt change, Some of these
struvturey lost their erigingl funetions by integrating
with the stone houses built in front of them. which



no longer exisl Loday. However, based on the underg-
rewnd shellers and Byzanbine rock-cul ehuorches, the
Dimitre ChIT Sedtherment can be dated back Lo the
soventh and eaghth centuries at the earliest. Bud il
according Lo oxperls (thidemi, see gbove), iL were con-
[irmed Lhal the Lambs an Lhe plateau above weve also
Roman (see below), the origin of the seitlement could
realiztically be backdated.

The surveys

At the heginning of the survey work, o 920 m-long
ruideline was deawn on the path in front of the ot
This corresponds to the polveonal oxcending from
northwest th southeaat representoed in Fig. & The aoc-
tlement waa then divided inte six scetors (Figs. 6a-
b-cl, and survevs wore done by #ix scpavate teames
{Fig, Th All surecys weie conneeted o stationg along
the guideline.

During this survey, 229 rock-cut strictures were ex-
plored, documented and mapped. Az seen on the maps,
the srruetures are denser in the northwesr and south-
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east parts of the slope (Fie. Ha and te): however, Lhey
are less dense in the nuddle parts (Fig, 81 The dwell-
ings an the densesl seclors, especially in the norlhwest
parl, extend for thees or even lour Qoors over the on-
Lire height of the rock faces, and sre anlerconnected
with rock-cul slaies, In Lhe segmenta where Lhe rock
Lexture 15 appropriaie e digeging, the relevant logrs
extend along the entive length, ene on top of another.
Noverthelesa, the soft nnd feagile strocture of the roek
has causcd eollapacs inside or ac the entrance of nu-
morous structures or has wholly blocked spoecific zog-
mente.

Although moat of these 229 struetares ave dwellings,
harnz. and storagze rooma, there arve alzo five churches
and 10 undersround shelters. These five amall rock-
eut churches seattored thraughour the eliff settloment
nve architecrurally similar, all 6-7 metres long with a
horzeshoe apse. Three of those churches arve lneated in
the nevthwest, one in the middle, ond the other one 15
on the southeast part of the erap (Hip. 8)

Ten different undersround shelters with their in sity
millstone doors are spread to alimost all sectors of the
cliff settlement. The millstone doors and/or opera-

¥ haighlasl.

DIMITRE CLIFF SETTLEMENT
Diimiire - Molikgazi - Kayseri

Sureey:E. lanovskala, D, Albov, B, Langfond,
Y. £i1s0, E. Cohan. WM. Barkal, Y. Shivhel,

E. Toi E. Ayden, 5. Bahsdin, A. Yamag

Dirawen: E. [snovekala, Y. Soballey, E, Tol, A Yamag March 20149)

Fig. & — General plan of Dimitre Cliff Ssettement (drawing E. lanovskaia, ¥ Sobolev, E Tok & A Yamag).
Fig. & — Fianta generale dell insediante o falesia df Dimitn (grafica £, lanovskaia, ¥, Soboliey, £ Tok & 4. Yamag).
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Vi NorthWest part — e
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Fig. Ba — Plan of North\West part fdrawing E. lanovekaia, ¥. Soboliew, E. Tok & A Yamac).
Fig. Ga = Pianta gell'area NordOvest (grafica £, Janovskaia, Y. Sobofisy, C. Tok & A, Yamar).

platoau
1320 m
Y

MIDDLE part

Fig. 6t = Plan of middls part [drawing E. lancvsksia, Y, Soholigy, E.Tok & &, Yamag).
Fig. 66 — Puanld deliarea cenlrale (gralica E, lanovskaia, Y, Sobaliey, £, Tok & A, Yamag)

Fit)
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pEaieau
1320m
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Fig. 6o — Plan of SouthEast part (drawing E. lanovskaia, Y. Scbofigy. E. Tok & A. Yamag).

Fg. 8¢ -

Fig. T — Team holding fnal briefing before starting to work
[phote R. Siraub).

Fig. ¥ - Riunione finsle defis squadrg prime di inziara if lavaro
{foto R. Straut)

Len pooms e Che tuenels and shellers explored are
meomparably smaller lhan in ihe underground cit-
ies of Biyik Bivingis or Afivnas Villages, MMosl of
the ghellers have one oF at mosl bwo fooms; Lhe mosl
gipraliennt of those we explored 15 4 three-voom stre-
ture wilth a lunnel of 55 meters in lotal, localed on the
sontlheasl gide of the elifll selllement (No 10 in Fig, B
and Fig, 9, Another reason why the defenze shellers
wy Diretre CLIY Seltloment are fewer in number and
smaller compared to the other villages is that the resi-
domts of this site have lived in those dwellings until
recently and, probably, constantly changed and adape-
ed the structures to today's conditions, concealing the
original shapes. However, relatively narrosw tunnels
eonnecting spocific stractures confirm that they were
constructed as defonse places but lost their functinns
oveT time,

Aroopposed to the nearby Afvenas CHIT Sottloment

Fianla veliaraa SudEst (grafica £, lanovskaia, Y, Soboliey, B Tok £ A, Yamag),

Fig. 8 — A small Byzantine rock-cut church in the northwest
sactor {photo D, Albov).

Fig. B — Ficcola chiesa rupesire bizaniing localizzata nel sel-
fore pordowest (foto 0. Aibowv).

74



Dimitrz, a long Inear reck-cul vilage [Kayzer - Turkey)

Fig. 8 — An underground shelter in southeast secier On the left a millstone-door In its housing is visible: {photo R. Straub).

Fig. 8 = Rifuglo sotterraneo localzzatl nel seffore sudest. A shiistra é visibile una pora+macing nel suo alloggiamento (folo R
Strairky)

(Fig. 1), there are pol many dovecoles in Dimavee, On o number of these rock-cul graves, belonging Lo the Ro-
the other hand, dozens of praves are carved into Lthe  man or Byeantine periods, is much more than those in
the rocky plateau above the right valley slope. The  dillevent paris of the Eoramaz Valley,

Conclusion

With its 229 rock.cut structures, distributed along a continuous rocky front of 920 m, it 1z apparent that the
ancient rock-cut Dimitre Villape 15 one of the bicpest oliff settlement village ever exploved i Turkey to date

The presence of 5 churches and 10 diffevent inderground shelters, although small in size compared fo ether
complexes that are located in the same ares or in other provinces that correspond to historical Cappadocia.
confirms hoth the relimious fervour and the need for security common to all the peoples whe for centuries have
populated this region,

The site iz alzo a significant example of the mteraction between rock-cut dwellines and houses buils outside,
although now both wanhahited and o rains, sod the continueus transformations over the centuries. even if
ot wlways clearly interpeetable, produced both by man and by putural events, until the Anad gbundonment oe-
curred only in relatively secent times, in 1966, which aveeleraced the process of erumbling.

This and other thousand-vear-old cliff settlements o the Koyserl provinee and the entive region, which are
slowly disuppearing daly due to new rock collapses and illegal exvavations, are 1o urgent need of protection
undd resworanun

&l
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Fig: 10 — A targe rock-cut chamber, of unusual height, with unknown function, prabably for Community rural use (photo A E.
Keskin).

Fig. 10 — Una grande camera scavaia nefla roccia, di allezza inusuale. con funzione sconosciuta, probabimente ad uso rurale
camiritaria fohofo A. E. Keskin).
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Kayseri province (Turkey): 2022 update of the
inventory of artificial cavities

Provincia di Kayseri (Turchia): aggiornamento 2022 dellinventario

delle cavita artificiali

Ali Yamag!, Roberto Bixio™!

Abstract

As par of 1ne revislon af the “Map of the Rock-cut Sites of Maditerranaan®, the Iaventony of the arlificlal cavitios of the
Kayear Province [Canlral Tirkey), updaled in July 2022, is reported hera, From 23 aitas listed in the simpiifiad firat list of
1888, the number of rock-cut and undearground works loday gec-referenced has nsen to 82, distrbuted aver 7,000 £m* of

volcanic deposits, on a total provinee area of 16,917 kny'.

Keywords: Cappadocts, Kayaed, artificial cavifies. nvardory

Riassunta

Mallambita della ravisione della *Carla dei Siti Rupesiri del Madilerranso”, curata dalls Comimissione MNarionale Cavitd
Arifficiali della Societa Speleologica Haliana, viene gui riportato linventario delle cavita artificiali della Provincia di Kayeeri
{Turchia Centrale), aggiornato a leglio 2022, A seguito di-fcsrche pluriennall sul campe condotte dagli autor & della rac-
colta dl fonti bibliografiche di divarsi ricercatorl, da 23 siti alencati nella prima stesura samplificata del 1988, compilata da
cinque archeologl locali, | numers dej sistemi rupastn e ipogel agal geo-referenziali & salllo a 82, distibuilo sy una aslen-
sione dei depositi vulcanici di 7000 km?, a fronte di una supericie complessive della provingia di 16.817 ko, Molti sit non
sono unita singole ma sono costtuili da diverse cavita di vario tipo.

Parola chigye; Cappadonia, Kaysen, cavilta arfificiali, invantano,

Introduction

Contimaing the revision and updating of the inventory
of artificial {anthropogenie) Turkish eavities (Bixio ef
al., 2021 ). developed, we point out, on the oviginal pro-
Ject of 2000 by Mario Mainettn (Bixio ef @f., 2012), 1t 15
now presented here the new specific Dst of sites hivh-
erto wdentified m Kayzer: provinee (fig. 1), already re
portad (hat without identification marks) in the gen-
wrsl mup (see Ogurs 3 after Bixio ef of,, 2021),

The teremtoey of Kayseri (Caeserea) was meluded, al
rewdy at the time of Steabo (ca. 14-23 ALY, In the (heme
of Cappadovia (Rapadekyu), that 15 to say, o district
with 4 military admicisteation. variously extended
over the centuries, locuted in central Anatelia, to the
eastern borders of the Byzantine Empire (G, 2), Today
Cappradieia 15 no longer an admimstrative unik: sl
it j# & historieal area that can be consdered voughly
ciresponding, in addition t6 Kayser (in the 9th cen-
try assaciated with the theme Chavaianon. and then

Obwik Cave Regesreh Graup, latanbul (Purkey)
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Fig. 1 — Lecation of the city of Kayser: in Cappadocia. Central
Turkey (drawing R. Bixio).

Fig. T — Fosizione defla oilta oy Kaysen in Cappadocra, Tur-
chig Centrale {grafica R. Bixio).

# Bocietd Speleolagica ltaliana, Commissions Nazionale Cavita Artifical

# Centro Btodi Sotterransi, Clenova (Taly)
Contacts: avamacigmail.oom; roberto bixinsgmail.com
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Fig. 2 — Cappadocia at Ihe time of Sirabo, with capital Mazaca-Eusebia, today Kaysari (trawing R Bixio, after Jones 1954).

Fig. 2

Lykandog), to the provinees of Aksaray, Newvsehir,
Mifde and, partially, to those of Kirgebir and Yozgat
{fiz. 3). Theix toral area 1z 58,000 km®. This tervitory,
which 1ncludes over 20,000 ko of voleanie rocks, 1=
known worldwicde for its extrasrdinary morphologies
produeed by erosion (mesaa, hutfes, canyon3, cliffe,
badlands, pinnacles).

Here, sinee ancient times, the locsl populations, tak-
ing wdvantage of the lithelogieal churaeteristios, so

livized by the climatic conditions and influensed by
the historival events, have carved thousands of strue-
tares of various kinds (dwellings, utilitsrian spaces,
churches, shelters, water works, ete). It 15 4 huge
hastorical and architectural heritags, primarily little
known: “the lundscopes of Cuppadocie wre strange wnd
ferbidding, wrd bovend Dhe welldvaristed siles, moany
remain abandoned” (Qusterhour, 2017, p. 171

Many researchers, including the authors of this arti-
el have been working for zeveral decades to recoy-
er the memary of these extracedinary testimonies of
material eulture and produce e textual, photographic
and topographical decumentation on tha rock-cut ser-
tlements present in each of the gix proviness, Ta this
eontext, we congider the creation of a general census
of gites ezsential to determing thewr actual guantity
and distmbution, and to make available o helpful fool
for further research.

56

La Cappadocia ai fempr af Strabane, con capitale Mazaca-Evsebia, oggi Kayser! [grafica R, Bixio, oo Jones, 1854).

Kayseri province

A pertlement 18 already witnessed n the Chaloo-
lithie Awme in the archaeologieal site of Killtepe. 20
km northeast of todav’s city of Ravseri, the cur-
rent capital of the homenymous Provinee {(fg. 40
The site became the gearn of the fiesr Hittite cap-
ital known as Nesa (later Mamsa. n Tellenistie
timesl, ealled Kanesh in the commercial tablets by
the Assyrian who thera had an important trading
ealony (Rkarum) in the Middle Tronze Age (Beck-
man, 2012},

According te some authors (Khovenatsi, 1997; Tras,
1988} “Gamirk (FdN: the land of Cappadocia) wees
eonquered and annesed to the Arienion Kingdom by
Arene Flaykazien (AN Tikely at mid-11th century
BOCY twho ardered $he focod popidofion s eorn Ar
menian, The Avmenian king Avam appainted Mahok
the governar of Cappadocic. Here, in the pluce where
Caesarea vecurved {ater on, Mshak bailt an esiate,
fericed @t and nomed W after himself, which later on
was distorted and became Moshak (EAN: Mazaca).
In the Romoan period (st century AD), in honoor of
Emperar Coatues -lulivs Coaesor Awduslus, 1 was re-
named Coezsares, now Kavseri” (Shahinyvan, 20271, p
94y, T the region the rock-cut tombs of this period
are kiowen, In Che intersval (2od century BC), Chae cily
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was named Eusebielia, probably aller King Arviar-
athe YV Buseheos,

In the Alh cenlury AT, Coesgreq became an impor-
tanl Christian eendre, home Lo Lhree Fathers of Lhe
Church. Several maseory churches were buill during
thal time, most of which have boen lose, The care-
mp of some rock-cul churches also began (ips, 7. 11,
{ver some centuries they reached an extraordinary
numbor; Ouaterhout (2017, p. ) estimates that thore
are more than 1000 remans throughout Cappadoe-
cia today. In the tervitory of Kayseri it is estimated
thit there aree ot lepst 102 churches, ofton grouped
in rostricced avenaTheir vostigea have boon pee-
served until today, most lkely precisely thanks to
their underground [location, Un the other hand, “he-
cause of the netire of the land, mueh of Cappado-
cig's architectral infrostruciure wos rock-cut rathar
thon il (Ousterhiout, 20107, p. 9. As a resualt, in
addition to the churches, o large number of roek-cel
structures for residential nse were created, as well
as numeronis intricate underground shelters, protect-
el by defenzive devices, wcluding heavy millstone-
doors (figs. & 10, Althoush we can not complerely
exclude that the origin of some shelters mayv be
older, in principle we basically agree with Jerphan-
on (1925, p. 481, the firat acholar who carred out
systematic scientific research on the rock-cut works
of Cappadocia, in particular in the Gorems/Ursup
ared, in the adjacent provinee of Neveehir, Avcording
to him «.ee genre de fermelure nous reporte @ une
dpogree o tnsdeuriid, B on pense noturellement aux
siecles o ey Arabes, meitres de o Cilicie, wvant les
vickitres de Nivdphore Phovas, folseient de éguenies
ircirsions & drevers de Towews, Derridre lowrs meules
de pierre fes hobitents des monastéres (EdN; and vil-
lages) powvatend allerdre, & Debel des bradls of du feu,
gue fe darger se fud dloignd”. Quatsarva, as it wus
called by the Arabs, was attacked s early as AD 647
(Michel le Syrien, Chromgue, late 12th century, 1n
Chubot, 1899), Casarea bevame Keysareye, toduy
Kayvseri, when the Seliuk Turks (late 11th century),
then Oftomans t_!Q}!‘II;,l[JE!r{:‘E[] these territories, Flowew-
er, arcording to Rameey’s ohaervations: at least until
the late 19th century, nundergrovnd settlements were
waed hy the Greeks (that is. the Thyzantine popula-
rion) wha still inhabited the villages, but not by *n-
hammedans” (sie, Rameay, 1897, pp. 244-2445), This
15 congistent with various testimonies collected by
De Tapia, for example in the village of Germir, naol
far from Kayseri, where there 18 an underground
sholtar, a{'l_‘:(‘lrl.‘]‘ing to which r}n]y the honzes of the
Christian people, 1.6, the Greeks, were equipped with
such eavitics (Turkish = i, 16, caves], used inoeve-
reday life as warchouses (or agriculiural prodocis
and wine, They were connected s as wo veach, il nee-
eszary, neighbours’ houses by underground renles.
Ewen in mined villages, the Turks did not have “in”
ar, al least, none so comprehensive, or they were on-
Iy in old Christian villages later converled Lo Tslam,
A oa resull il is believed thal the Creeke invenled
the “in" Jong belore the Turks conguered the region
{De Tapia, 2017, p. 134).

The anthropogenic cavities

The Kayeeri Peovinee has a tatal avca of 18,917 km?,
divided inta 16 districts, at an average altitude be-
tween 1000 and 1500 m a.s.l. About 40% of the terri-
tory consists of voleanic rocks (ea. 7,000 km”) mminly
produeed by the eolosanl ealdera of Eveives Dam (Ar-
goens Mong, 3916 m a.:.L), while to the south 1z boy-
dered by the calcarecus massif of Ala Daglar (2756
m), charvacrerzed by extenzive nataral cavities (caves
= i, but also mofere in Turkizh), The structures
carved by man have been 1dentified in the area affect-
ad by the tuffaceous deposits, within a ranpe of about
50 km, which centre 18 represented by the Impoging
voleanic cone of Ercives. Actually. the arvea iz limited
to the western sector of the Provines, but contipuous,
te the weat, and lithologiedlly comparable to the ter-
ritaries of Mevsehir and Migde, equally rich in ancient
rockout and underground settlements, which inven-
by s currently under revision,

In 1988, five local urehaeologists (Yorikoglu O Se-
wil T, Tagel £, Tarkmen K. and Uysal V) produced
the first inventory of all the underground stractures
they knew. located in che six provineess of Coppatlo
cia, although generically and incompletely reported,
for a total of 121 sites. For the Kayvsern Provines only,
they conmpiled o st of 23 sites (Yiriko2l, 1988), Over
time and thanks to the reports of several travellers
and scholurs, varous and extemporsneous informa-
tion hae been added to this Orst inventory, In 2002,
and then i 2002, they were collected an g stecetured
repertary: & total of 204 sites was recorded in Cappa-
dooia, of which 29 were in Kayseri, but not all localized

Flg. 3 — Extensien of velcanic rocks in the six provinces of
Cappadocia (drawing R. Bixio),

Fig. 3 - Estensione dele rocce vulcaniche nelle soi province
delta Cappadoca {grafica R, Buw).
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(Blxio et @, 2002 2012). In 2014, a1 lazl, a projecl of
gvslematie research starls, the Kayserl Underground
Bteociures Tnvenlory Project, pramoled by the Mu-
nicipality of Kaveeri (Ruvseri Biiyiiksehir Beledivesi),
and CEEUL Trusl (Covee ve Killir Degerlering Koru-
ma ve Tanbma Valkn), entrusted with an apresmenl
w Obruk Cave Reseavch Group (OMAC = Obruk
Magara Avastirma Grubu) of Istanbul, Thanks to this
pescarch, which is etill in progeess (see for cxample
Yamag, 2015; 2021), the updated inventory of artifi-
cial cavitics of the Kavsert Provinee has heen compiled
and published here. The sites listed are 82, all geo
veferenced, spread sver 1) of the 1A districts (tah. 1),
and marked on the map in figure 4.

We point out that black icons in the map indicate
the loeation of each site Bsted; asteriaka in ioona cor-

reapond w very close, bt indeperdont sitos {colored
boses in Lhe lisw); each sile may consist ol only one
cavily o, inmosl cases, several cavities (for example,
cluster of churches orand dwellings) or, often, hun-
dreeds of cavities, different in Lype and exlenl, forming
real el willages (ligs. 6, B), or interconnected under-
mround nelworks. almost alwave defended by count-
less millstone-doors (fp=. 2, 100 (F course, they are
eomEidered in Lhig inventiony ns o gingle st

The initials of the columm “type” refor to the classifica-
tion developed by the CNCA-Commissione Mazionale
Caviti Avtificialn of the Societd Speleologmes 1taliang
(Typology Tree in Ap. 5 - see, tor example, Pavise e al,,
2013; CMNCA size on linefSitography) In the last col-
umn the alphanumene initials refernng to the bibliog-
raphy are eoported, which appearain full in the table 2.

List of sites in KAYSERI (Ka) province - revised version 2022.07 (July)
{Cassares) (Qaisarya) (Eusebis) (Mazacs)

Note. This inventery is derived from the list published in 2012 (Bixic et &l 2012}, revised and updated.

feolumn 1) alphanumenc abbreviation (Id mark) lo which the siles in the map refer = lha first two letlers (Ka) refer
o the administrative Provinces into which the Turkey is subdivided. The numbers are assigned in the

order each site is pinpointed,
{oolumn 2} full name of Provincs,

{column 3) full name of Districl. Betwean brackets: normal = (old name), flalics = (historical nams).
{column 4) locaiity = inhabited centre (townfvillage) nearest o the listed site.
Betwean brackets: normal = {old name); ifalics = [historical nams),

folumn &) lalitude of the lisled sile.
(column 6) longitude of the listed site.

When the exact location is not yet detected, the coordinates in brackets refert to the nearest village.
{column G sile name with presence of anthropogenic {artificial) cavities (if different from the locality) and any other
information Main independent rock-cul chamber tombs/elilf necropalis are listed in vielsl
{column 7) type = rock-cut typefintended use = abbreviations (Id marks] in the “Tree of Types" of 851-CNCA.
{column B) source = Tr + number = bibliographic references {see specific table) | pe = personal communication.
Nate: nol always &l exisling bibliography is reported in this invenlony

In Turkish:
Great Reqgion=BOLGE // Pravince=IL (/ District=ILCE // Town=SEHRISEHIR / Village=KUY // locality=MEVKI
Tab. 1
Id mark | prowince dighrict Ity Ialilurie g | name o sdeicavity and oiber BfpemaAtian | iype SOUTA
Kl |Kapson | Vesilhees teatesy | SIOGTOUN | 350S3LSFE | Doganh - underaround shalier (B |ime AL
| | rEss
Hally HayEen eali Hapehag ARZZAR0EN | 35T ERINE | (keenek - mok-nut ohuren =1 Trdte
Hnld Hayzen Develi Kuipak Koy ARTIT 091K AFEET BE | Kulpak Dagi - olif satilemeant |8 Trig4
kit Eskl Kiby Inled - dF saltisment !B‘
Hall4 Hayseri :st s Tnesma SEATIR0MN | 350FETANE | 11 reck-cit chwellings and 3 reck-ad oy | T8
' e | fnurchas maarhy) |
AR sk 5 = | Toemarza - 4 rock-nut churches are mported .
Kalls HayErn Tarrarzn inmarsa Elg g;;i;‘; 3: ff:ﬁ]gaf n the somounmngs of Tomara, witkaata: G1 Tr‘ggqg-lr
i i . s DT | precies ceatan) T [P
Halli  |Hayser | Melisgazi Vimarss Koy | SESHEASSTR | SSTTHIITT | Kidangig Vallay - undesroand sneter (e
N T, : g i e | BGarkayn (250 Hisarok) - 10 Assplantin | TriGd
Hal? Wayeei | Malingazi Higarey Kiy SEETERSON | aEETmeeE | ot Sellimant B2 | e vanie
Kalk Haygeri Talas | |
AlE. Y8 i van 38,29 snaemp e | Al DEg - undargrourd shefier | L e
HalBd | Hayzen Talas Talas G040 20, 297N HTMRL.TEE {528 m iuneillangth wid 2 W ciaier) BT ;ﬁ;ﬁ :’_rr_f:;
HalBz |=aysei | Talas Talas BEAOAGTEN | 25°32°676VE | Harman Yeri - undorground shoder o7 |Ten
; el g serr o pere | FUl Bip Pega - underground shefter{a | T
KaOB3 |Wayesd [ Talss Talss EATISIEN | ISFIHNE | srgle tunnel 216 marda milkmredass BT ]Tg:;
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+ undargroond sheller Mo 2 oaly ane tex| Tixis
milstane bui 52 very smell reoms
Haf02 | Keyser | MelkgesiiOes | Deiagasi sy | 3g45sasen | sseagnsipe ﬁ:‘;’“’" Vellog d-tmdorgmund sheler o [aeieiee
- . W N I .| Gitechaps Walley 2 - undergrouand shaiter e , | TrosE-TII0E
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Hall Fawsori | Melikgazi |
s S 5 s Afpreas Hiiy . % o] Afernas 1 (Koramaz Vadlsl) - imdemground DT | osas ey
Haldd | Keyser Pdelikgazi téroguns] FEMESAIUN. | WMPOEREVE | S Anitty & et nalde) G100 | i e
Afprnas 2 “Mimar Sinan” (Karamaz | Trsa
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Ha17 K Ewzer felikgazl Kamacisi) 287880, 56° K °IFISNSE ahelter o7
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Fig. 8 — Sahmelik Valley. East CIT Saltermeant, with underground shalter; id mark Kad1 (photo A, Keskin),
Fig. § — Sahmelik Valley. Insediamenic in Falesia Est, con rifugia soffervanao: sigla identificaliva Kabi [folo A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 7 — The Vallgy of Soganh, Id mark Ka12, Setiemen! con-
sisting of several small reck-cut monasteries, with tomb  and
raoms defended by millstone-doors. In the piclure, the church
Kubball {photo B, Bixla).

Fin. 7 — Valle df Sodand, ideniifcativo KalZ nsediamernto co-
shituito as divarsi piceok monaslarn rupastr, con lombe e vari
difesi da pore-macing. Mella foto la chiesa Kubbel Tolto R,
Blxio).

Fig. B — Rock-oul settlamant |d mark Ka12 located al the en-
irance of the Valley of Sojanh, with dwellings, churches; and
characierized by dozens of dovecotes carved in the highest
level of the cliff (photo R Bixio).

Fla. & — Insadfamento rugestrs ivantifeativo Kat1? aiffmboe-
co dalia Valle df Sogsn. con shilazionf chiese 8 dozzine df
piccionais - scavate hella parte w0 alla della falesia (fofo R:
Bixio)
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Fig. @ — Buyak Birungiz, |d mark Kad9, one of the underground shelters along the Koramaz Valley {photo A.E. Keskin).
Fig. 8 — Biivlik Blringliz, identificativa Kal9, uno del nfugi scfterranel iingo la Valle of Koramaz {foto A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 10— Distrct of Tomarza, Kuscadie underground shelter, 16 mark Kafi {pholo AE, Kesking.,
Fig. 10 — Distretto of Tomarza. Rifugio sotterraneo of Kugeadiz, identificativa Kald {foto A_E. Keskin).
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Fig. 11 — Dedirmendere Valley. Rock-cut church |d mark Ka3d.3 fransformed into a dovecole {photo AE. Heskin).
Fig. 11 - Dedimmendere Valley, Chiess rupestre identificative Ka34.3 rasformata in piccionaia (foto AE. Keskin),
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Fig. 12 — Small rock-cut monastery. “open courtyard” fypa, in the upstream part of the Soganh Valley (pheto A, De Pascale).
Fig. 12 — Piceolo monastaro rupasire “a conte aparla” nelia parto a monte delia Valle of Segani (folo A. De Pascals).
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Underground structures inventory project of
Kayseri (Turkey): a short summary

Ali Yamag!

Abstract

The reck-cul archilectsre of Keysen (Cassarea, Mezasa), which served as Cappadocia's capilal throughout the Roman and
Byzantine aras, has not been thoroughly studied until lately. Tha OBRUK Cave Research Group started waorking on the “Kayser
Underground Structures invertory Project” in January 2014 to fill this gap. This project involves researching, sunieying, mapping,
and decumeanting all the underground and rock-cut structuras found in Kayser provinee. It s carded oot in accordance with 2 triple
protocsl with the Faundation far the Protection and Premotion of the Envirehmeant and Cultural Heritage (CEKUL) and Kayser
Metropatitan Municipality. Throughout the previcus nine years, & total of 32 researches have been camied oul in this province
Az 2 result. 47 previously unknown Byzantine rock-cut churches, 40 underground shelters, 3 undergrcund agueducts, and 10
Agsyran tin mines have been explored and surveved. In addition, within the five cliff settlement villages explored, a total of 476
different rock-cut dwellings were surveyed and inventoried for the first time. Also, within cur proposal, the Koramaz Valley, which
fs the region's most imporant cultural and historical value, has been edded 1o the lentativa list of UNESGO World Herilage Siles,
Several details on the ongoing project in the area were pubdished in various artickes. Our aim in this presentation is (o provide a
summary of the enlire project and all the findings without going into excessive detail.

Eeywords: Kayser, Underground cify, CIFsettiement, rock-cul ehurch

Introduction

Despite Being the capital of Cappadocin dusiog an-
clent oime:, no comprehensive seentifie research of
the rock-cut architecture in Kavser: has besn carned
vut unti] now. To [l this deficiency, we, as OBRUK
Cuve Reseprch Group, sturted to work for the "Kuaysert
Underground Structures Inventory Project”™ in Janu-
ary 2014, Just like in Gazlantep, this project was also
varried out basged onoa triple pretovol with CEKUL
Foundation and Kayvseri Metropelitan Municipality,
with the permission of the Ministrv of Culture and
Towrism, and includes the researching, surveying,
mapping, and decumentaticn of a1l the undergroumnid
struerumes in this provinee,

This projest, swhich covers the entive 17000 sq km
area of the Kayseri provines (hg. 1) and which has

Fig. 1 — Map of Kayseri Province (after Google Maps - elabo-
raticn A, Yamag).

heen angaing for more than nine vears, has o dis-
tnctive place as one of Turkey's, and the warld's
mosn important anderground structures veseaveh
projects. We have explored, researched, and aup-
veved 47 Dyzanting rock-cut churches, 40 nader-
graund eities. 10 Assyrian Hn mines, three un-
devground pgqueduets, and six different oliff setole
ments, Civen the fact that only one of these sax ehif
seltlements -Dinitre Cave Seltlements, located in
Koramax Valley: has g Lotal of 229 dillerent rock-
dwelled struclures, Lhe magnitude ol Lthe work
should be betler understand,

Aceording Lo owr preliminary research, (he number of

tork-cut sEructures in Kayser provinee exceeds the
stenctures listed ahove, For example, it 13 known ehat
Phere wera foy ather ¢liff settlement villages in the
unexplored northern pare of the provines.

Cliff Settlements

A elifl or wall setilemenl i a rock-dwelled wvillape
with all s glruclures such as dwellings, slorage ro-
s, Barns, cislerns, churches, doverotas and delense
shelters, Throughout hizlory, in various regions of the
world, people have dug all these stractures inlg the

ORRURK Cave Research Cleoup, Apkhava Apt. 167 Nizantas, Tstanhul, Turkey - avamac@gmail com
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rocks, and all these dwellings dur zide by side mercod
oyer bime to foem Crogledyle villages (Kempe, THEH),
ChlT seillemenls ean be of different sizes, Along wilh
the small selllements consisting of low dwellings dug
side by side and housing o small population, (here are
huge trogledyie villages, However, the rocks on which
ihe relevant rock-dwelled villages ave dug diller [rom
region o region. In Anatolia alone, there are rocl-out
villages dug on numerous different rocks from tuff (o
sandstone or imeswone.

n the cast of Kavaeri, there are several vallevs ero-
dod by the strepms lowing down o the valley from
the hizh hills, similar fo theae valleys on the woeso of
Cappadocia. In most of these valless, which are just
a tow kilometors apart from each other, there are e

Flg. 2 — The rellef base map of Koramaz Valley with the vil-
lages marked with red dots was prepared by E. Tok wilth OGS

vieral chill settlements, The number of rock-dwelled
sltrueturee explorod in Lhese setllements dilfers a lol
[eom valley Lo valley, For example, Lhough there are
35 dwellings n the ¢l setllement of Defivmendere
Valley, there are in Lolal 436 dilerenl rock-cul struc-
Lures in four dalferent oLl gelilements of Koramaz
Vallew, which ig the longest of all these vallavs (fg, 2
and fig. 3). The distrihution of tho total structures
in the ebif sortlements explored and surveyed go far
within the scope of this project 15 as follows:

CLIFF SETTL. NO. OF DWELLINGS
K. Bhurungus )

Agirnng 194

mitee 229

Vekeo 4

Thegirmenders an

Balafazm 28

Avedik 5

TOTAL k]

Rock-cut Churches

Daring the studies regarding rock-cut steacturves that
have been carried ot in Kaveser safav, a sotal of 47 dif-
ferent rock-out churehes were identified and surveyed
Yamag, 20275 Nefore we condueted our résoarch, only

Fig. 3

60

Norhwast end of Dimitre Cliff Setllements {(photo B. Langford).



Fourth IC of Spelealogy in Artificial Cavities Hypogea 2023 - Genoa

Flg. 4 — lspclin Church Mo A {photo R Straub).

rhree studies had heen conducted regarding rock-cut
churches ia the entive Tegon, and enly two churches
were eurveyed in detail. Nilay Karakoye. desorihed
the chureh that wo namad Tepdim Bock-Cut Church
N1 (Karakayva, 20730 and Subas Rock-Cut Church
(Karakava, 2004) in Lwe differant arvticles,

S0, only twe of the 47 churehes in the Kavaert Provinee
have boen the aubject of a setennfie publication, and
the remaining 45 chuwrehes have nol been studied and
publizhed by any scholar until now. Although a sreal
many of these churches are single nave, small church-
e withoul awy ornaments, a few others aie larpe and
soane have partial Mrescoes. That Lthere ave no froscoes
i emal ol Che chureches sod thal Chey have shimilar ae-
chitectural plans alzs makes it dillweull Lo date these
churches. Neilher the rock-cul churches in Koramaz
Wallew nor Lhe rock-cul churches o the northoen parl
of Kayaeri Provinee have never been surveyed scien-
tifically hefore now, and thus, il s not posaible Lo sal
the ground for companson. Even though Karakava
dates tho two churches; lspidin Chureh Neonl fig, 4)
mnd Subas Church to 10tk [1th and 1ith  13th
centuries. Tespectively, these dates cither cannot be
eeneidered ag referenees for all other churehes in the
region ar they are rather argumentative, Porinatanes,
one out of two rock-cut churches, which we photo-
od and surveved at another cift settloment in
Degivenendere Valley -locaned nearly 3 km in che south

of Koramaz Vﬂ"ﬂ_v- was dated in_v Catherine Joliwet-
Tevy to mid to late Sth century, despite its destroved
frascoes (Tok, Yamag, 200 5; Jolivet-Tavy, 2020),

U the other hand, among all the churches we re-
searched, Velse Chureh Mo, 1. which has not heen soi-
entifically researched heforg, is notable fov 1ts meticn-
lerag prehitestore as well ag its gize (Fig. 5 and Hg. 8
In pur apinion, examining all these rock-eut churches
i and around Roramaz Valley, which have nol yel
heen extensively researched by exports, will give us
mew informalion aboul Lhe region’s Chinstian pastand
s architeciural history,

A Tist of rock-cul churches according to the villages of
Favserr Provino: s ag [ollows:

VILLACES NO. OF CHURCHES
Subazn 1 (monastery}
Amrnas 16

Dimitre 7

Welise 3

[spuedin 14

Defirmenders 3

Dreveli 1

Direvenk 1 {monustery)
TOTAL 47
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VEKSE CHURCH NO 1
Vekse, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Ali Yamag, Ekaterina lanovskaya (Dec. 2017)

o'mag

Fig. & — Plan of Wekse Church No. 1 (drawing A Yamag, E. |anovskaya),

Fig. B — Vekse Church Mo 1 {photo B. Straub).
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Flg. 7 — Bilyiik Boringlz Undargraund City {phato A. E . Keskin}

B0 BURTYGIT UNDERGRDUNDC T
B Thlridrgya, b, Kiaptaii
Al i, EGn e fHevan bae 2DES)

fkk o it i s
= Binziad

Fig. 8 — Plan of Buyuk Burunglz Underground City (drawing
A, Yemag and B. Yazlik)

Two monasterics explored during this project; Bubas
and Derevank wore introduced by us in twe differont
articles (Yamag 2021, 2022a). Although we exploved,
surveved, photographed., and inventoried 47 rockcut
churches in Kaveeri Provinee, 1532 possible to discover
new churches in areaa not vot srudied.

Underground Cities

Pzople have been using the underground for thou-
sands of years to hide and protect themsslves, Ent-
rances of theze eatiea dug underpround were cifficult
to detect. Numerous reoms connected to one ancther
by intricate tunnels filled with traps and doors that
arve almoat impossible to open from the outside have
turned these sfructures into detense centers indispen-
sable against all types of attacks througheut history
(Triolet, Triolet, 1996; 20013),

Thourh they have been used for hundreds or even
thousands of vedrs 1o numerous different countri-
vy, the first place that comes to mind when it oo-
mes to ‘undergeound defense steoetuees’ 12 alwaysy
Cappadoeia, The two muain reasons ave the exees-
sive oumber of underground cities in the region
und the enormous size of some of these cities, Doe-
rinkuvi Underground City 12 an extreme sxamp-
le of these tvopes of structures. This underground
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city., which we surveyved in 2014, 15 excavaled on
[ive Moors, wilh a tolal lenglth of 1380 m oand a
depth of 55 m; many connecliongs arve zlill closed
{(Yamaeg,Tok, 20135),

On the other hand, as parl of the *Kavseri Under-
ground Steuctures Tnventory  Project”, 40 under-
ground eilies were explored and surveved in Kay-
seri Promnce over the past nine years. In these
structures, none of which has boon explerved bhofore,

with a lotal lengih of 1,293 meoand wath 27 milleto-
ne doops, Biyik Blrdogle Underground Cily was
Lhe longest underground city ever Tound in Kavser
Yamac, 20049 (g, 7 acd hOg, 8), Within Lhe scope
of the same projecl, very small shelters wilh 50 sing-
le mllatene dooe, one or lwo small chambers, and
even some underpround struclures whose purpose of
construction cananot be understood were also explo-
red and surveyed (Yamag, 2022h),

Conclusion

Thie main purpose of the “Kayaer Underground Structurcs Inventory 'eoject” was to explore, survey and doou-
moent all vndergroundirock-cur structures that are disappearing day by day. For this purpose, we have taken
eare tepublish as much os possible, Woe hove published six preliminasy reports in the past nine vears (OBRUK,
2017, b, ¢, 2018, 2020, 2023). Apart from these reports, 18 articles were published in forcipn academie journals.
and 11 presentations were made at international svmpoziuma. In response to all these effortz, our only wish iz
to transfer these structures to future gensrations without further destruction,
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Underground Shelters in Cappadocia (Turkey)

Roberto Bixio'", All Yamee®

Abstract

Struclures carvad in the rock for puposes of war or refuge are known all over the world and in every age, Cappadocia, in the
meddie of Turkey, 1= one of lhe placas where such slructures are most widespread and arliculated, facilitaied by very lavourable
geologizal and merphological conditions. The historical evenis that may have pushsd he populations resident in this t2mitory {0
dig this type of siruclures are numerpus and disfribuled over a very large pericd of fime. However, in view of a compelling set of
clues fisted here, the pariod that mos! justilies the expansion of 8 system ol underground shallers i thal of the-Arab raids that
afflicled the Byvzznune lerrilory belween the middlz of the 7th and garly 111b centuries AD. The organizaton of all the shellars in
Cappadeciz seems o comply wilh ‘a tommon design, then varied according o local needs, Each project includes a basic unif
censising of a residential or wilitarian parl. and & composile set of devices for the defence of & more inlernal area in which are
preponderant heavy stone doorg in the shape of a millslone, The sl of units can form well crganized syslems, which sometimes
extend even lor kilomelres, cormesponding lo surlace villages, or mlegraled m ancient rock-cul dwelings, Carrenlly, lhese struc-
tUures are incally ealled "Undarground citles”, regardless af thelr 517& and thelr actual fURStan, BUT It Walid be appropriats to identify

Ihem as ‘unfiergrnund sheltars™, or more ganerically as "undarground sefiemants™

Keywords: Cappadocs, underground shalter, undangroumd setllement, indergraund cly, yerailn sai.

Introduction

I iz well known that people have used, and 011 ase
undergeonnd spaces everywhere, e Lhousands of
vears, nol only as dwellings where w Lake cover Trom
the advorse weather conditions, o worship reasons.
bur also to hide and defond themeaelves from hostile
actioma, The entrances to these sholters, dug inoe the
rocky nutevopz and nnderground, are aimost always
not casy to locate. Kooms of various sizes, comnectod
e tunnels uaually cquipped with traps and doars, al-
mnat impossible to open from the outside, have tamed
these structures inte defenee centres. indispenzable
against all kinds of hostile cvents throughout history.
Thetefiiee, in many peographical avens, fam Victnam
to France. there are today cvidence of countless un-
deroround structures of this type (Triolet and Triolet,
196845, 20135).

However, the first place that comes to mind 12, inoall
likelihood, Cappadocia, lecated in the core of Anato-
lia (figs. 1. 2), consisting mainly of seft voleanic roeks,
chifs, camvons, badlands and eroded pinnacles. The
two main reasons for this appeal are the huee number
and density of underground settlements on this ter-
ritory and the vemarkable size and complex organi-
zation of same of them. Small or larze, almost every
village in Cappadocia has rock-cut or undersround
artificial structures of several types, imcluding one
or more eguippeéd also for defence (shelrees) (o 33
Thew are particularly concentrated in the provinees of
Newgehir, Kayseri and Aksursy. bub are slso present
i the sther neighbouring provinees (figs. 2, 4).

.85 - Contre Studs Sotterranet. Genoa Clualy)

We can nowe thal on the rock-cut churches there s a
vory yvast Ltevature, Instead, invesligalions on man-
made structures in the rock lormalions of the region
Lhat gpecifically concern the go-called “underground
pitig=” or, heller, “underground shellevs”, beging only
in the 1970z The first study on this subject helengs
to Martin Urban {1973a-h-¢), followed by works of
Yivikeoghy ot al (1889), the Triolet brothess (1995,
and two officials of the Newvgehir Archacological Mu-
seum (Btlvaz and Yoenipimar, 19951,

In 1981 n multi-vear projoct started to svstematien ]l
explore and map as many underground setclements aa
possihle. The program was developed by rescarchers
from Coentro Studi Sotterranc {55} of (renoa (Maly),
pattner of Natonal Artificial Cnvity Comomiasion,
which is an organisation of the ltalian Spclealng-
cal Hociety, The investipations were carried out with
the autherization of the Tourkish Ministry of Culture
(Bertucel, Bixio, and Traverso, 1995; Bixio. Castellan:
and Succhiarelli, 2002; Buae, 2012). More recently,
4 svatematic research project promoted by Kaveeri
Provinee and led by Obruk Magars Arastirma Grobu
(OMAG) of Istanbul has started.

At the same time a data collection and & cazalopuing
was earried cut both on the sites explored and on these
whose sources could he found. The two most complete
inventories achieved so far are: “Cappadecia; Records
of the Undergrouid Sites” (Bixio, 2002, and “The Ar-
chueologival Settlements of Turkey” (Akyisek of ol
20150, Although mors than 120 reck-cut and under-
wrounild settlements are recorded i these bwo invento-
pies, documentation and maps of only a gmull paret of

FOMAG - Obruk Magars Avagtirms Grubu, Istanbul (Turkey)

* Reference author: Roberto Bixio - roberto.bixistigmail eom
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CILIGEA

these stroctures ave avnilable. Howoever, thanks to the
(PMAG and U85 teams, new and wider investigations
are cureently underway, with the result, among oth-
ers, of having already updated the inventory, which
will be soon published. geo-locating in total 364 sites
with artificial cavities (fig. 4) Of these. at least 200
are struetured with defonee doviees that allow us o
identity them as eeal shelters.

Historical background

Cappadocia, from the sesond millennium BC, after be-
g the centre of the Hittite Empirve, with its capital
Hartusa to the nerth (fig. 2). and then of the Neo-Hit-
tite kingdom of Tabal (Sth-8th centuries BC), later fell
under the control of the Phrygian kingdom (8th-Tth
centuries BC), There were several Assyrian attacks
in Cappadocia, in 718 BC and 1n the following vears.
Following the destruetion of the Assyrnan kingdom by
the cambined powers of Babylonians, Seythians, and
Medes (612 BC), the latter and the kingdom of Lydia,
in 590-385 BC, began another conflict in Cappadovia
(Sevin, 1998), Luter the region became & Persian sa-
trapy: the name Kafpal wh-o fiest appears in 520 BC
in an inseription by Darnus reported by Herodotus
(Kent, 1833: 107), but probably slready mentioned as
Kuite-pede (Lower Land) in Hittite sources (Yakubo-
vich, 2014),

Luster the region became Hellenized during the con-
quests of Alexunder the Great (322 BC), and then in
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Fig. 2 — Central Anatclian Plateau. The current six provinces
that we coensider largely comesponding to historical Cappa-
docia. The dalted area carrespands mughly o the exlent af
the voloanic rock deposits, of about 20,000 square kilomelres,
where the investigations of underground setilements are still in
progress (drawing R. Bixia).
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Fig. 3 — Burlnglz underground setlement (Kaysen Provincs]. The network of tunnels and rooms is carved into the rock below
lhe mazonry village of surface, The part explored so far extends for 1286 m, defended by 27 millsione-doors. It is thought that
fhe structare is much larger, exiending under the whole masonry village, with more enfrances and defence devices (photo AE.

Keskin).

the sphere of iaflusnee of Home (about 190 BO); fi-
nally, in AD 17, 1t becomss & Boman provinee (fig.1)
(Thierry, 2002 25), The ewrly rooting of Christinity
vecurs here immediately in the following period. ln
the second century Caesarea (before Mazaca Eusebia
and new Kayserl), 5 already stubilized as a bishoprie,
despite the subsetuent persseation of Valesian and
Migeletran in the third century (Thierey, 2002: 623, At
the beginning of the 4th century, the Tmperor Con-
stanting officially resognized the new roligion, which
expanded quickly, as witnessed by the constroction
of masonry churches and the axcavation of countless
ehurches in the rock, ezpecially from the late Sth until
the 13th cenfury (Dusterhout, 2017 503}, In AT 314
Cappadocia was the largest provinee of the Roman
Empire (Mamezay, 18907 This tereitory corresponds to
almosn zix provinees of today (fig. 2), with a total area
of ar least BS,000 0] km, whick ineludes peer 20,000 Ay
km ol voleanic deposits (dolled avea) where nearly all
the rock-cul and underground siles are localed (Lg, 4,
From the beginniog ol Lhe Tth ceatury, Cappado-
cig was a [rontier land of the Byzantine Empire
threatened by the grmies of Lhe Sassanid Persian
Empire. During the sceupalion of Caesarea by Lhe
Pevzians in AD 611, the residentz (led and the city
was destroved, Allerward, in 622 and 627, the Byz-
antine Emperor Herpkloios, campaicned againsl

the Persians in Anatolis, winning s string of bat-
tles, Between 628 and 632, o civil war greatly
weakened the Sussanid Empire. The Arab wrmies
took advantage of thig situstion and began to at-
tack Anatoliz, Hather thap an invasion of the re-
sion, the Avab attucks eonsisted of 4 sort of “leot-
ing” that wae repeated almast every summer angd
these raids continued for ahour 350 wvears (Me
Teer, 981 132-133).

Soeontury nfrer the and af the Arab attacka, the region
was faced with the Seljuk Turks” raids. Their armiey
destroved Melitene (today Malatya) in AT 10537 and
Sehasteia (nday Sivagl in 10520 Tn 1067 they con-
gueved Caesarea (Runaman 1997 54), buened it and
rnassacred all the people. Four years later, in 1071,
the RByzanting emperar Romanos TV arvived in the re-
ginn with n large army to vegain cantrol of Cappado
e, After ks defeat at the Battle of Manszikert, the
entire rerion was completely occupied by the Seljuk
(Ash, 2006; Hild and Restle, 1951),

Dating the Cappadocian underground
shelters

Gonerally, it i conzidered that all theae undergroond
shelters lopared in Cappadocia were dug by the loes)
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= Prowinee capitels

----- Province boundaries
—— mads

== rgad under construction
a single site with cavities

B mulbiple sites wilh cavithes

a anclent mines

o

Fig. 4 — Updated 2022 map of all anthropoganic sites identiflad in the current sl provinees of historleal Cappadocia (drawing A
Yamag and R Bizio)

Christian population to defend themselves and sur-
vive in this treubled environment, between middle
Tehand early 11th centunes, coinciding with the Arab
estide. Thiz opinion ie supported by vavious research
ers (Jerphanion, T925: Kempe, 1952 Triolet and Trio-
Tot, 19893, 2002: Ousterhout, 20177,

Tndeed, we note thot on the rocky walls of many
underground settlements there are oftén engraved
erogses and in several cases they are associited
with churches. Moreover, we know that during the
archreclogioal excavations of the underground shel-
ters at Aydintepe (Kayseri province)l, Wavlaktepe
(Migde provines) and Owvmah (Konya provinee), ex-
clugively fragments of Dyzantine potcery were fonnd
(Faydah, 1992, 1993; t’j-r.hnﬂmulrlu) 1992 Sahin,
1993 Exkmen, 1994 Bilici, 2003). Tn scmie cases,
such as in the sitee we invesligalod o Afirnas and
B Mercurius (Kavaert provings), the churches were
carved right at the entrange of the underground
seltlements and Lhe lunnels that exiend fom Lthere
are prolected by millslone-doors. Thereloes, Lhe
churches, used in pormal times lor religious [Une-
tions, during the raids allowed people to hide and
defend themsclves in the inner part (Yamag, Tok,
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and Filikel, 2014; Yamag, 2017 However. othes
clues sugeest the possibility of their use both iz
provicus centuries and in later bHmes, but withouwt
invulitlute this hypothess

Martin Urban proposes the hypothesis that Cappado-
gia. in the Fth and Tth centuries B, conld he congid-
ered a “huffer-zone” hetween the Phrygian and Asayr-
ian kingdoma, thonsand vears before the Arah attacks
(Urhan, 19730 180-181). On this topic we point out
that, althoigh Thbans® argumernits seem ta be plausi-
hle and may he warthy of further consideration. acto-
ally definstive archaeclogical and textual evidence has
nnt vet be found,

The fact then that, in af Jeast three cazes, in the
elese vicimity of some undergronnd shelsers (To-
pada, Karaburng and Sivaga) Lhere are rock hiero-
elypliice inscriplions alliribulable o the NegHillile
kingdom of Tabal, and near the underground shal-
Ler of Filiklepe the remaing of a walled aily are be-
ing excavaled, leads nol to discarded the possibility,
origtnally, of some sort of very ancienl relalionship
However, even i this cage, no direel link has so Tar
been esiablished between them Odora et ol 2017
B0,
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Structural features of undergn;pund unit Omodule) that can be considered a slruclure n-
shelters Lended for defence. I consistes of @ eavily [a] excavated
in g rocky outerap in the part closest Lo the surface,
Let’s see, in summary, what are the elements that  and used as slorage, slable or even dwelling, or
define the underground shelters of Cappadocin. In  serve a conliguous masensy house buill outside. From
figure § we have schemuticslly represented the bagic  Vhe cavily [a] a corridor, prolected by millstones (ligs
A3, 9. leads Lo an inlernal compartment [d] C'redonbt”;
ook : term borrowed from military architecture). Almost al-
hats REDOUBT iig Teck ways theee s nosmall wennel (o], alse proteeted, usod
nant 5 AN CECAPS TOULe oF to sarprise enemics hohind
Soone doors |[Md] wore then normally supplemented
by other passive and aetive defenee devices (Bixio and
e Poscale, 200457,
The modules could he replicated and interconnected to
form netwaorks (avetoms - fig, G with oven kilometrical
pxtensiona, with mutual defenee, Move inadopth investi-
ration of somoe of them revealed, that their confipuration
followed & predetermined design that provided for the
satablishiment of "igalating rooma” that cauld block the
agmressors from whatever direction they eame, and of
“aolated rooms", or “redoubts”, in which the defenders
: could retreat, recrpamsing the defence, and receive ar
stable or plan mive help to other sermors.
dwelling MODULE The location of the underpround sheliers, their ex-
tension and their relationzhip with the ancient set-
Fig. 5 — Schematic module of an underground horizontal unit.  [lements are very vavied aecording to the needs and
canzisting of dwelling and redoubt (drawing R Bixo). dimensions of each local community and the morphal-
ogy of the places, Becall that in Cappadoria highland

nnar bt ——

Aauter bedt

junction

living rock EE . g

haorizontal
trap connecting tunnet

C
TR e

module 1 module 2
SYSTEM plan
PO . poremaits = OMd %22 [lWe L L

Fig & — Schemalic-plan of a horizontal undergrolind abellas The syalem cansists of several inlercontected modules For gx-
ampla, the Filiktepe system, cansisiing of about 200 moduics, is 1673 m long, defended by BS millsiona-doors [drawing R, Bixio)
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Flg. 7 — Diagram of the probabie phazes of radial excavation for the underground iy and shelter of Derinkiyu: 1) excavation
of shalls to exiract the regiliing mataral and for vantlaton; 2) independsnt radisl excavations conductad by aach shall 1o ahisin
rooms 2nd tunnels on ovedapping levels and wells 1o reach the aquifer; 3) connecting the rooms of diffierent sectors and position

ing of defensive devices {drawing R. Bixiol.

DERIMKUYU 4

e LA

enfranca

masanry houss

GEnkral

Fig. & — Schematic plans of two of the sectors, configuous but
not currantly connectad, of the underground city and shelter of
Dernkuvy (slaborabion B, Bioo),

aregs seatterad with flat free-standing hills (huttes)
alternate with voleanic cones, eliffs, ravines, gallios
and pinnacles. Nerworks of tunnels dug m isolated
hurtes, wathout external dwellings, have boen identi-
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[, bl aleo compleses within reck elevations conlip
upus Lo suriace villages have been doctmen led,

The most siriking case is thal of Devinkusu, The un-
derpround network develops below Lhe modern city Lo
a vaach a depth

al leaal Dve overhappng 'il-.\.-i-'.a-t; Lhe
al aboutl 45 m, The seltlement ig divided inlo seclors
Lhat we can consider “hlocks”, wilh »

ment (fge. 7, 85) that, today mostly-in:
eated undes the masomey houses. All scctors are strongly
detended, at various Ievels, by devices mainly consisting
if a series of millstone-doors; these ape more present in
the tunnels leading to the lower flnors, probably vaed ns
last defonee (redoubt). The floors closest to the surts
instead, had, and 0 some 2 sl have utalitorian vae
to sevve the dwellings above (Bixie, 20032 Yamae and
Tk, 201

.

Naming the underground shelters

Lacally, the type of settlement deseribed so far 18 1m-
preoperly named “underground eity”, in any case with-
out distinction o the intended nse or size, This term,
in conformity with local custon, have heen widely
adopted by ourselves (Bixio, Casvellani and Sue-
chiareih. 2002) and by every person swwho approaches
the extraordinary reck-cut manifestations of Cappa-
docia, also because, actually, 1t 1s particularly evoca-
tive providing an immediate and supgestive mage of
itz peculiar settlements (see, for example: Yorikeghs
vl af.. 1989; Trivlet and Trioler, 1993; Avhun, 2004;
['1'i:.|.v:y(, and Yl’.rlijlll‘lill', 2007y, Nevertheloss, Ouster-
houwt, vn the subject points out that “the so-called un-
derground cities remain vne of the grest endymas of
the region, subject to wild speculation” and it is moere
likely to consider them a kind of “redoeubt
erated with more extensive underground residences or
“a system of underground shelters [..) combined with
wovilluge on the suefaed™ (Ousterhout, 2017 12/345
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346). Even the Triolel brothers (2024; YB5-264), more
recently Uhey deline them “wn ensemdile cxeeptionned
de pigunlesques souterrains-refuges villogeois”, thal
15, “rural underground-shelleys” comparable 1o those
of northern Franco,

T, mﬂy in g lmiled number of cases 1l s s~
sible o recopnme g conflommation that can be coneid-
ered a real urhan organisation which, howoever, oven
in the mest somplex and extensive sites can make
vou think of a quarter or, at most, a - move or losa
large - village, hut not a city. We believe that only
bwo of these settlemonts (Dovinkuyu and porhaps
Kaymakh) netually have the size and organization
of real underground “urban” centres, although they
are currently only partly explored and documented
and hawve beon roworked oo make them acecasiblo to
the public. In pasticular. the "undersround city”™ of
Derinkusa iz erosscd by an undergvound “road not-
work” that, in the only two sectors Tor now betles

Fig. 9 = Kugcafuz underground shelter (Kayser Province).
Mitlstore-door currently In apen posilion. In case of attack it

was relled in the sppropriate groove, visible n the oppesite s : ; s
wall, to close 2nd defend the tunnel (phota ALE, Keskin), dacumented (fig. 8), has an extension of over 2.5 km,

but the total development iz certainly much rreater.

Conclusions

Ir: short, while respocting the local teeminctapy of “yeralt gehri”, wo will eall "undervground shelters” the
structures that prezsent an articuiated and integreated defensive organizsation (fig. 6). We will instead uze the
term “redoubt” in case of units, of Hmited sizse (Az 5), having the functon of *last refuge” within a larger
defengive aystom, or in the case of single protectod areas within prodominantly residential (honak - fig. 10) or
monastic (manastir) rock-cut complewes. In the evont that che type of strueture does not have obvious defensive
characteriztics, or 12 not clearly determinahle, or present mixsd elements, we propose the more meneric name of
“underground settlement” or "roch-cut settlement” (depending on the location) mstead of "underground
ciiy”. a denemination perhaps more evocative, but less appropriate, In addition to this basic distinetion, s we
have seen, the panorama of the tvpes 13 quite varied in location and conformation of each underground struc-
ture as & result of the litholomeal and morphalogical characteristics of each locality and the specific neads of
each community, However, the general organization of all the struetures and their defensive alements sesms to
comply with a commen and coherent desizm throughout Cappadocian territory.

Ag for the dating of shelters. most opinions seem to agree that the time of the Arab raids between the Tth cen-
tury and the end of the 10th / early 11th centaries s plausible, without exeluding the possibility, ar leasrn in part,
of cther pertods, prior or subzequent.

Fig. 10 - Rock-cutsetilement of Blylk Kale or Konak, close lo Glulgehir (Nevsehir Province). It is a real village carved on several
levels into the cliff that coninues into the canvon behind, [Tis integrated by an underground shelter. equipped with millstone-doors,
a horizontal trap and weilz, that extends for 183 m in the innermost body of the rock, paraliel 1o the face (photo R. Bixio),
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Chapter 1 ®
Introduction isghiie

Abstract With hundreds of rock-cut buildings, the Koramaz Valley in Eastern
Turkey close 1o Kayseri is one of the most significant natural. historical, and cultural
reasures in the area. This valley was just added w the lentative list of UNESCO
World Heritage Sites because of its worth. All of these rock-cut cliff settlement
towns in the valley. which we have inventoried one by one after a 6-year research,
are described in this book after the geological aspects of the valley are discussed.
Churches, underground gities, and funeral structures—the most significant rock-cur
huildings in these settlements in terms of their historical significance—are covered
in separale chaplers.

Keywords koramaz Yalley - Kayseri - Rock-cut villages

1.1 Introduetion

This book offers an overview of the interaction between man and land during the
near past within the context of the architectural components of daily practices that
some of these structures represent the earliest examples of its kind in the region.
While altempting 1o make a humble contribution (o the rescarch for a belter under-
standing of the history of our ancestors, nothing is more than natural, considering
every single human being ever walked as a member of the same lineage of the enor-
mous family tree for life, that the lineage 15 referred in the text with the word “We".

Caves have always been our home and we have always hived in caves.

Hundreds of thousands of years ago, caves were our first shelters as Homo sapi-
eis (Lewin, 1993). Many of our distant relatives such us Homo erectus, Homo anre-
cessor, Homo heidelbergensis, and Homo Neandertholensis also lived in the caves
before us (Siringer, 2011). The vast majority ol the oldest known lossils of us and
all our relatives have been found during excavalions in these caves (Cameron &
Groves, 2004; Richard et al., 2020).

Tens of thousands of years have passed since we lived in caves, and we are now
Tiving inour houses buill on the surface, but we sU11 could not break away [ully Trom
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a cave-dwelling life. A troglodyle lifestyle is so casy and comfortable that this lime
when we lound suitable rock formations, we hegan to dig and settle into these rocks
(Kempe, 1988). As Homeo sapiens, it was meaningless to expect our habits, which
had persisted for hundreds of thousands of years, to change in such a short time,
Mayhe we had built villages or even cities on the surface, but some of us just moved
from natural caves to artificial caves.

Altheugh there arc artificial cavitics in countless different parts of the world and
in almost every part of Turkey, the Cappadaocia region is very diflerent from all these
other regions.

Hundreds of rock-cut churches and other rock structures in the famous and tour-
istic part of Cappadocia have been the subject of countless books, articles, and
scholarly rescarch. But, despite being the capital of Cappadocia during ancicnt
lmes, oo comprehensive scientific rescarch has been carried oul on the rock-cat
architecture in Kayseri Province until now.

To fill this deficiency we, as the OBRUK Cave Research Group, started to work
for the “Kayseri Undergronnd Structures Tnventory Project™ in JTanuary 2014, This
project includes the research, surveyvs, and documentation of all the underground
structures located in Kayseri, So far, during the last  years covering the entite prov-
ince, 46 Byzantine rock-cut churches, 33 underground cities, 10 Assyrian tin mines,
three underground aqueducts, and six clifl settlements have been explored,
researched, and inventoried for the first time. In each new study of this ongoing
project, new rock-cut structures are discovered in the rezion.

Regarding all the rock-cut structures identified and inventoried so far, Koramaz
Valley. which has been explored for about 3 years, is the most important part of this
project.

Although there are valleys with rock-cut structures in many dilferent parts of
Cappadocia, Koramuz Valley is the only known example having o total of 476
dwellings, 42 rock-cut churches. and four major underground cities. Though most
of these structures were houses. dovecotes, and barns, at Teast 18 of them have been
carved as the Roman rock-cut tombs and 21 of the stroctures are columberitm
(Gilli. 2017; Yazhk, 2019).

Considering its historical value. this valley was accepted (o the UNESCO World
Heritage Site's tentative list 1 year ago. All these rock-cut structures of Koramaz
Valley are explained in detail in this book. We have divided these structures into
three different chapters as churches, underground cities, and funerary structures.
The rock-cut chff settlement villages, where all these structures are located, are
described in a separate chapter.,

Chapter 2 begins by describing the general geology of the entire region, Alter
explaining how this geological formation, which allowed the lormation ol rock-cul
structures, was formed, the (ransition process of humanity from caves to rock-cut
architecture is explained. After the summary of rock-cut structures in Turkey and
especially in Cappadocia, the project we are carrying out in Kayseri and Koramaz
Valley, which is the most important part of this work, is explained in general. The
detailed explanation of the structures in Koramaz Valley begins with Chap. 3. This
chapter describes four different cliff settlements in the valley. In Chap. 4 we describe



Relerences 3

in detail 14 selected rock-cut churches from a totlal of 42 explored and found in the
cliff seutlements mentioned in the previous chapter. Chapter 5 explains the four
major underground cities researched and surveyed in Koramaz Valley and their sur-
veys. The final chapter, Chap. 6, discusses the establishment of the fuperary archi-
tecture of Koramaz Valley with an emphasis on their development.

In the “Discussion’ sections at the end of cach chapter. we both provided compre-
hensive information about the historical background of the structures described in
that chapier and tried to shed light on the controversial issues ubout these structures.

Although there is a glossary at the end of the book, we find 1t usetul to make an
explanation for the terminology we use throughout the book. In the past decades,
countless articles and books on artificial cavities have been published all over the
world and scientific studies have gained momentum. However, there is no consen-
sus in the academic world regarding the terminology of these struclures and & com-
mon lerminology has nol been established. For example, although the (erm “artificial
cavity' is accepted as a general definition for all such structures, the words ‘rock-
cut’ or ‘rock-hewn’ are used with the same meaning in different sources. Similarly,
in many different sources, all structures carved from a rock cliff are referred to as a
“eliff settlement’, “rock-dwelled settlement”, or “cliff dwelling®, To aveid termino-
logical confusion, in this book we prefer to use the term “cliff setilement’ {or all
struetures excavated on the slopes of Koramay Valley. On the other hand, for struc-
tures that were dug gradually on top of each other on a steep wall and can only be
reached by steps dug into the bedrock, we used the term “wall settlement’.

Similarly. there are differences in the naming of underground defensive struc-
tures in Cappadocia. These structures, which were carved out to hide during a raid
and whose tunnels are protecied by millstone doors, are called “underground city” in
many works. However. some cxperts diseriminate between “underground cily” and
‘underground shelter’ arpuing that the second term is more appropriate for singulur
structures. They state that the term “underground city” can only be used for the com-
plex structures formed as a result of the combination of ‘underground shelter’s.
Details regarding this terminological disenssion are found in Chap. 3.

We also find it usclul to wrile & shorl note regarding the bibliography. In Chap. 2
we gave & comprehensive bibliography of rock-cul structures in Anatolia, and also
mentioned the works where many more sources can be found, especially concerning
the Cappadocia rezion. It can be seen that there are niot many sources about the
Kayseri Province in general and Koramaz Valley in particular in terims of rock-cut
and underground structures. This is because this region has not been studied exten-
sively in this respect before now,
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Chapter 2 ®
General Information Soegkhr

Abstraet This chapter presents a brief explanation of Cappadocia’s geological and
geomorphological characteristics followed by an overview of the rock-cut strue-
tures and studies on those rock-cut structures found not only in the Cappadocia
region bul throughout Turkey, There are thousands of these artificial cavities and
most of them have not been extensively studied. An mventory that includes all of
them iz not yet available. Following that, a broad summary will be presented of the
existing research and studies on rock-cut architecture in the Cappadocia region in
general and Kavseri, in particular. Tn the last two sections. hrief information is given
regarding all previous research and surveys on the artificial cavity, including Kayseri
Underground Structures Tnventory Project carried out by OBRUK Cave Research
Group, and then the geelogical, historical, and geographical features of Koramaz
Valley, which is the subject of this book, are explained.

Keywords Cappadocia geology - Koramaz Valley - Kayseri - Rock-cut structures -
Artificial cavity

2.1 Geology of the Region

The region, which is defined as the Central Anatolian Volcanic Provinece (CAVF) in
the geological literature, is one of the most important volcanic areas of Turkey. Tr
cncompasscs several provinces including the Kayseri Province where Koramaz
Valley is located (Figs. 2.1 and 2.2),

It extends approximately in the NE-SW direction, the long axis of this area is
200 km and its width 15 around 100 km. The formation of CAVP bezan with the
converging of the Arabian and Eurasian plates in the Middle Miocene peried. around
16—11.6 million years agn, and developed the post clash regimes after the Upper
Miocene period. Because of this, different types and origins of voleanie rocks were
formed within the CAVE The orogenic activity of the Taurides continued during the
Miocene period causing deep fractures in the crystalline mountains in the north.
These deeply located (ractures cansed a weakening of the crust Tollowed by the

@3 The Author(s), under exclusive license o Springer Nulure 5
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Black Sea 2

Fig, 2,1 Location map showing Kavseri and Kommaz Yalley, (After Google Maps and Google
Earth-claboration A. Yamag)

generafion of a chain of volcanic mountains at the heart of central Anatnlia
(Andolfato & Zucchi, 1971). This continentil clash brought shortening and thicken-
ing together with the north-south compression regime that is still going on today in
Eastern Anatolia. The thickness of the Bastern Anatolian Crust is about 45-50 km
and at the end of this clash, the Anatolian block moved to the west through the two
strike-slip faulis. This moverment that pulled apart the basin and reverses faults, is
the basic reason for the inner deformation within the Anatolian block (Alict et al.,
2004). Wide-scale volcanism was formed in Anatolia from the Neogene to
Quiziernary periods as a result of the convergence of plates and continental clashes.
Around the Cappadociu region. the mountains of Erciyes, Develi, Hasan, Melendiz,



2.1 Geolopy of the Region i

B Main eruption center [ Volcanic complex and volcaniclastics

— Main fault [E3 Continental clastics
— Faultslip direction £ Basement rocks

[ Fluvial deposits
EFZ Ecemig Fault Zone
TFZ Tuzgdli Fault Zone
CKFZ Central Kizlirmak F. Zone

Fig. 2.2 Map of Central Anatolian Volcanic Provinee (CAVP). {Adapled from Toprak, 1998}

Keciboyunduran, and Golla confinued (heir volcanic activilies until the Ealy
Holocene, creating numerous cones and increasing the heights ol those principal
volcanoes (Aydar et al., 2012: Innocenti et al., 1975; Le Pennec et al., 2005).

After extensive research in the Kavseri Region, in his article dated 1993, Protf.
fhsan Ketin summarizes the seomorphological formation in the region as follows
(Figs. 2.3 and 2.4);

There are 6 vieleanic cones, large and small, with or without a crater, with diameters of

HOO-300 my around the 32317 m high central cone of Mount Erciyes, which is the most

prominent with ifs size and height among the extinet voleanves of Central Anatolia. Thus,

Muount Erciyves s nol o single veleanao, but o group of voleanocs. Located between Kuyser-

Develi-incesy, the Ereives Mountain voleanic group covers an area ol approximaiely

1500 km® wogether with the Erkilet region (Ketin, 1995).

Tt is known that the widespread voleanism in the area between Kayseri und Nevyehir
generally started in the Late Miocene period, approximately between | |-seven mil-
lion vears. The volcanic activity in the west of this area outside the Erciyes Mountain
cone started with andesitic Tavas, The Erkilet region in the north, on the other hand,
is covered by wwfls and ignimbrites. These pyroclastic rocks, which form wide pla-
teaus, constitute the most common unit in the region. The oldest voleanic rocks
exposed and dated 1n ancient Cappadocia, which cover a large part of this region,
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Fig. 2.3 Erciyes Mountain. (Photo AE. Keskin)

are 10.1 million years old andesitic lavas, which are observed in the west of Erciyes
Mountain and southeast of Urgiip. The “Akkoy ignimbrites“of the following pyro-
clastic activity are dated 1o 8.5 million years, and the overlying “Velibaba Tepe
ignimbrites”, which are spread over an area of approximately 2.000 km?, are dated
o 2. 7—three million yvears (Sen et al., 2003). In addition. the following different
radiometric ages were also determined in the vicinity of Mount Erciyes (Ketin, 1995):

*  Andesitic lava on the western slope of Erciyes Mountain: 300,000 years
»  [hacitic luva on the southern slope of Ercives Mountain: S00,000 yvears

* lgmmbrite near Erkilet: 2.8 million years

+ Dagcitic ignimbrite near Incesu: 3.0 million years

As a result of several different age determinations, it is understood that the activity
of the main caldera of Ercives Mountain continued until 150,000 to 200,000 yvears
ago and afier this period, the caldera was blocked (Alier Sen et al., 2004), But, cos-
mogenic datings show that several smatler lava flows oceurred [rom monogenetic
vents during the Early Holocene (ca. 100008000 years ago).

On the other hand. a paragraph about Erciyes Mountain in “Ceographica”, writ-
len by Strabo in the Grst century AD, was interpreted by some scholars as the moun-
tain was active in this period as well. In Book 12, Chap. 2 he wrote:

At a little distance Murther there are burning plains, und pits full of fire o an extent of many
stadia. so that the necessaries of e are brought from a distance.... In some parts the bot-
torn 13 marshy, and fames burst omt from the ground by night. Those acquainted with the
country colleet wood with caution: but there is a danger to others, and particularly to canle,
which fall into these hidden pits of firc (Jones, 1929,















