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Introduction

his book is performing a first in its style: With

the generous help of Cave Protection Unit of
General Directorate of National Parks, Ministry of
Water Affairs and Forestry, cave inventory of a na-
tional park, which takes longer than two years, was
prepared in Turkey for the first time. This study, in
addition to the cave research in this area; was per-
formed with the data obtained by many cavers over
the past years as a result of their research in this
area many years ago in the period Kiire Mountains
National Park did not exist yet.

Kiire Mountains National Park, which is extending
between Kastamonu and Bartin provinces and its
vicinity, with 93 explored caves, is the second na-
tional park that hosts the most caves in the world
after the Carlsbad Caverns National Park in USA
and has a worldwide importance even only with this
feature. This makes a “cave inventory book” a ne-
cessity.

While preparing this book we did not want to limit
ourselves just to Kiire Mountains National Park and
its buffer zone. We've included in the book a few re-
ally impressive caves near this area that located in
districts like Amasra and Cide.

Rughly one quarter of the total area of Tirkiye is limestone. Just a very
small fraction of tens of thousands of caves which possibly exist in this

huge area of limestone was explored. In each of the countries like Slove-

nia, Greece or Switzerland with much smaller limestone areas compared

to Tirkiye, more than 8,000 caves that has been explored and invento-

ried. Whereas the number of caves so far documented in Tirkiye is only
around 2,500 and this figure gives us an idea of the magnitude of the

work pending.

In particular, new scientific researches within its caves and having a fully

comprehensive protection protocol, Kiire Mountains National Park will



easily create a worldwide importance. On the other hand, a large number
of caves in our country is under serious threat. Being opened to tourism in
an unconscious way or illegal excavations, all these natural values of our
country which have been destroyed in many different ways and can not be
replace anymore. Lets not forget, this masterpieces of nature which exists
for millions of years and can not be recovered once it is destroyed, also
have a big importance of protection after been discovered.

Our wish is, that this small book will be a step for the recognition and for
the protection of the caves. And we wish that the number of caves in this
area will increase with new discoveries in the coming years.






Rare canyons, caves, sinkholes, waterfalls, an
extraordinary plant cover and its wildlife was
discovered for the first time in the early 1980s by
engineers from the region, who came there to

prepare forest management plans. Park’s prelimi-
.. nary works began in 1995. This work was includ-

Kure edinthe project titled “National Parks and Pro-

1 tected Areas” and United Nations Development
Mounl,ta] ns Programme (UNDP) with FAO and Ministry of
Nat]onal Forestry and National Parks General Directorate

Park was carried out in the framework of cooperation.

Kiire Mountains National Park is in Kastamonu
and Bartin provinces. The surrounding districts
of the national park is Azdavay, Pinarbasi, Ulus,
Kurucasile, Amasra and Cide.

The national park is on a huge plateau. It extends
in an east-west direction and it have a threshold
attribute in physical and social sense for the close
environment. That’s why, there is almost no set-
tlement on the area. Environment of the national
park is defined as a buffer zone and and has been
recognized as a regional planning area. National
park has a total area of 370 km? and the buffer
zone is 800 km?.

Although there are roughly 50 villages in the buffer zone or neighbor-
hood, due to migrate to big cities the total population living in this area is
less than 10,000. Small towns like Azdavay, Pinarbag: and Cide, although
the buffer zone is located a bit far, have an organic relationship with na-
tional park .

In addition to the extraordinary geology, Kiire Mountains National Park
has a huge variety of flora and fauna. 40 of the 132 species of mammals of
Anatolia and a total of 129 bird species from 38 families live in this na-
tional park. Many species of the park such as lynx, otter, deer and moose






are endangered. This national park is the shelter for them. Apart from the
limited information about of birds and mammals of the area, fauna is not
known enough. For example, related to reptiles and amphibians, reliable
scientific data is lacking.

Biological and geological richness of Kiire Mountains National Park is
closely associated with each other. For example, the ecological system is,
as discussed above, closely linked to karst geomorphology. National park’s
well protected karst ecosystem is rare at the global level and it is also very
important for nature conservation.

According to floral geography Kiire Mountains National Park is located
at the Auxin part of the Euro-Siberian floristic region. The region’s vege-
tation can be divided into three different groups:

* Western Black Sea temperate forests of beech and fir
e Pseudo-scrub formations
* Karst area of mixed forest

Kiire Mountains National Park’s core area, which is bounded with a series
of cliffs and canyons, have a natural, old, mixed coniferous (beech, horn-
beam, chestnut, maple, ash) and coniferous (endemic Uludag fir, larch
and pine) forests. The region shows a homogeneous forest property con-
sisting of temperate deciduous and coniferous species generation-specific.
Especially evergreen, deciduous trees and shrub species were dominant in
the core area, vegetation structure clearly shows itselfs reflecting the
dominance of the humid conditions. The lower part near the Black Sea
coast includes Mediterranean elements and shrubs. The importance of the
area, especially comes from the ecosystem and habitat diversity. The main
ecosystem types; natural forest ecosystems, degraded forest ecosystems,
traditional agriculture ecosystem and river ecosystem. Speaking of Kiire
Mountains one of the most important things that come to mind are high
karst walls and giant canyon. The plateau which forms the core of the na-
tional park is like a terrace surrounded by hundreds of meters of karst
wall overlooks around. Limited access to plateau provides protection to all

kinds of wildlife.



The western part of Kire Mountains National Park, the merger karst ter-
rain with humid atmospheric conditions, exhibit extremely unique forest
compositions. Unfragmented old forest ecosystems on the steep slopes
karst is quite in good condition. In particular, in the south of Cide karstic
depression valleys has moist forests with specific trees and shrubs. Some
of them; boxwood (Buxus sempervirens), kayacik (Ostry carpinifolia), rowan
(Sorbus aucuparia), Turkish hazel (Corylus colurna), hornbeam (Carpinus
betulus), elderberry (Sambucus ebulus), maple (Acer platanoides) and the hol-
ly (Ilex aquifolium).

Karstic depressions on the high plateau create damp areas with giant
trees. These specimens, in addition to the trees listed above, includes ex-
amples such as Caucasian linden (7%/ia rubra), ash (Fraxinus angustifolia),
elm (Ulmus glabra) some having 35-40 m lengths.




In 1944 Prof. Cemal Arif Alagoz described the
region in his work:
“More east of the Black Sea shores, about 4 km

southeast of Cide passed before the Devrekani Stream
or Kocagay. Among white, hard shaped limestones,
ResearCh a V-shaped enormous strait attracts attention. A
Histo ry limestones homeland should be behind those straits,
what you say? Actually if we look into a detailed
map, we can see between Bartin and Cide north
of Arid, on the Kayaard: Plateau and on east of it
in different sizes more than 15 holes and west of
Kayabogazi Subati Stream. In this region passes and
straits are not less: Kalem Strait, on the west Ceme
Strait door of Arid, Déseme Pass... There are a part
of names end with ‘kaya’ (means rock) : Kayaardh,
Tabtalik Kayasi, Kuskaya, Sarikaya, Yanikkaya
Hill, Kayabasi, Hacetkayasi, Kelkaya, Efendikayast,
in the end Kayabogazi and Kokurdan Plateau, does
not leave suspicion to Bartin-Cide limestone areas
presence. I made a trip in the region (1937). At the
entry of Kocacay Straits near the Cide takes place
beneath marls, upside limestone. The strait dug
into limestone; but does not continue. Mostly dark
red (in the genre of dark red colored sandstone and
konglomera that fills Arid area) masses separetes the elevated limestone plateau
in th south from straits limestones. With the layers starting from Lower Jurassic
to Eocene this curved structure, shows a fish scaled structure (Shuppenstruktur)
that even old layers hintered news. Its understood that Kocacay Straits are
among neokom limestones. Its normal that limestone areas are discontinuous
that limestone appeared as narrow and broad lanes and is curved. Lebling says
that presence of sediment lines parallel to curves and through those sediment
lines a dolin sequence parallel to shore.

We have just entered Kocacay Strait. Now let’s go on our way. On the walls of
the strait in a different altitudes, limestone holes that looks like in a sequence,
present among green brushes. Because of the waters of the stream has spread



over the surface where the valley narrowed, man should perch the horse. It is
seen that some limestone springs coming from foots of wall like rocks flow into
stream fast. This lowest part of valley called by the locals Kocacay. The name of
the stream in the east of the Cide was Kisikici. If we look into the structure of
land, this gaps are cluse. It means here, instead of typical limestone homelands,
there are cluses.

Major karst phenomenons of Cide happens south of Hondiras, on a cornered
limestone period starting from Kayabogazi to east of Bartin. 250 meters of 750
m high period is a magnificent vertical cornice to Derebucag: Village at its out-
skirts. Karst holes start at the upper side of cornice. It is also a forest that smells
humidity caused by deciduouses like hornbeam, oak, ash, maple, elm. Floor is
covered with undergrowths like nettle and bracken. In different depths, those
different sized dolins vermiculated this elevated plateau like a colander and
limestone rocks, covered with moss, in someplaces carved like hose, is parted

on lapya sharp like knife. Some part of forest’s trees are burst from the dolins
like well. The foot that slips on collapsed, wet tree body, fungi and moss twists
stucking sharp lapyas. The branch that you hold not to fall is either a hard and
springy boxwood or a thorny berry; one slaps the other coils. In each step you
slip, stagger and at the end you will be saved from this karst forest bruises on
your face, clothes tipped, shoes very teared.”

The first cave research of the area also belongs to Prof. Cemal Arif
Alagéz, the writer of the report above. This precious geographer
mentions about Ilgarini in his work published in 1944 with those words:

“Biiyiikin or Ilgarini that I learned its presence in Cide while going towards
Sorkun Meadow is hidden in densely forest. I can only give a general thought
about this cave that i checked because of the short time in the light of tinder we
burned.

The mouth located in the southern side of llgarinii, if you go far like 20-25
meters after entered the methal which is 8-10 meters wide and 4-5 meters in
height, there you can see a widely slit that has dropped to the ground in the right
side of in arch form ceiling. This slot in the wall cavities illuminate a part of
the cave. Here cave is divided into two: If to go straight ahead a little, there
you can come across of made regular a tiny pool which has water in. And more



ahed, in the part where cave is expanding, there is observed a cluster of roughly
istalaktit on ceiling. there is located a cascades travertine panels and columns
that be produced from the combination of stalagmites. From this hall that we
can call as Accent Hall’ all places is goes by travertine slippery steps. On the
right side, you must return after arriving at the end of the cave which has enter
from a narrow door. Until here , height of llgarini requires not to be more than
100 - 150 meters. In return, in front of the place where ceiling be perforated,
from a low methal, by leaning you can reach in the second part of cave. You have
to go down about 15-20 meters from regular made steps, that said in Cide that
there are 24 of them. Here is a spacious, high-ceilinged hall. In the middle of it
there is a very small structure balance which is 3 X 3.5 meters in size, built of
hewn stone quite carefully and said to be temples. Cave changing the direction
in this part and descends more down in a direction parallel to the first section
above. Howewver, it encountering with an abyss, which has puddle inside, after a
little moving from so slippery travertines. To recognize this part of the cave you
will need rope, rope ladder and a strong light. The underground stream which
initially came out from a large source, subsequently, under the reasons which
explained Yarimburgaz, may descended down from the second part of the cave’s
narrow methall. From the pool and the tiny residual structure, can be estimated
that 20-25 years ago this place may has been a shelter for here. There is a need for
this cave to be visited in order for explorative, simple mapping and hydrographic
research purposes. Among the folk it is said that the water that disappeared from
here and the water that gathers in Sorkun platform enter a dimple and falls into
Kocagay which is opposite to Gomeren village in Cide, Hamitli”.

Years passed, the members of Bogazi¢i Univesity Cave Research Club
(BUMAK) who read Alago6z’s book and interviewed with him, came to the
area in 1982. Their purpose was to find the Ilgarini Cave and survey it.
But nobody in the area heard of the place or ever been there. Finally they
reach the cave after seven hours of walking with the help of a guide they
found in Derebucak village. After the survey and mapping of Ilgarini is
completed the caving activities in the area proceed faster. Between 1983
and 1993 members of BUMAK found, explored and mapped 23 sinkholes
around Topmeydani- Sorkun. In 1990, British LUSS caving team came to
the Kiire Mountains National Park. The area is recommended to them by
MTA attendant Nuri Gildali, with whom they met during a research they

were doing a year ago in Taurus Mountains. With a team of 8 members they



tound some caves and explore them during their 20 day long research. The
LUSS team measures and maps the Ilgarini Cave without knowing that
it has been explored and mapped by BUMAK ten years ago. In addition
to that, they explore Kafatas1 Cave, Salyangoz Cave, Hamitli Cave and
Oniine Cave. Because of the reason that they hadn’t used the local names
and they didn’t have a detailed map in their reports, the precise location
of these caves are unknown. The other cavers who are members of FACC
that came to the area in 1992 are quiet unlucky. After spending most of
their two week long research by exploring and measuring small caves like
Inénii Cave, they find out Atak Cave four days before their trip ends. Even
though they can’t finish the exploration of the cave within this limited

time, they accomplish a very successful job.

Photo by Prof. Cemal Arif Alagéz, 1944 Ilgarini Cave



ne of the most beautiful views of Kiire
Mountains National Park is located 40 km
east from Bartin. Here, just on the north of
Sogitli Village, Glirdek Rock rises into the sky
like a white wall. This part of Kiire Mountains
. National Park is where 130 - 150 million years
Reglonal ago (Upper Jurassic - Lower Cretaceous) molluscs
were deposited on the seabed and slowly became
GeOIOgy limestone and where that limestone, in hundreds
of meters thick, come out to the Earth in layers.

Limestone is one of the wonders of nature. It
crashes to the bottom of the water after a tiny sea
or freshwater molluscs death. Here, during a long
time they are piled by millions. These molluscs
with calcite mineral, which becomes sediments
under pressure, slowly combine to a layer form.
This layer thickens gradually over time. Now that
tiny crustaceans has been destroyed and instead
of it, has emerged a rock with their mineral. This
process is so slow that it is not possible to obser-
vation. Limestone formed by the deposition of
molluscs reaches a height of 1 m in 10,000-
12,000 years. Most of the limestone which forms
the Kure Mountains National Park is older than
130 million years. So, in other words, when the molluscs were accumulat-
ed to form those rocks, in the seas Ichthyosaurs and Plesiosaurs were swim-
ming and the land Camarasaurus, Apatosaurus, Diplodocus and Brachio-
saurus were walking. And while they were walking, they were hunted by
Ceratosaurus, Megalosaurus, Torvosaurus and Allosaurus, meanwhile Ptero-
saurs was the master of the sky.

It is hard to believe, isn’t it ? The biggest problem of geology, the con-
cept of time in this science is too far for human imagination. Our vision
is limited with our life cycle and we can only imagine with our own lives.
And this is not geology, it would only be a very short history. With a
very classic example; If the world since it existence, last 4 billion years



could squeezed into a single day, last 2 million years that our ancestors

emerged would only be the last minute of this day. Geology is concerned
with the remaining 23 hours and 59 minutes!

We do not feel that in our lives but, Earth is a living structure. To give an
example; North Anatolian Fault is a right slip fault. The north of this
fault block is slipping westward. We know that this tectonic movement is
happening about 2.2 cm per year. After a 100 years of tension, as a result
of an earthquake, discharge of this fault line will be 2.2 m. On the other
hand, if you add all those 2.2 cm per year accumulations, you can not im-
agine where the northern part of Anatolia will be 100 million years later.

We always thought that those drawn on the maps continents and the land
we live on were like this. Yes, millions of years have passed, we know.
They tell us about the movements of continents, we understand it too. But
to feel and to detect them all, in fact is actually not much possible. In
other sense, we think that this structure exists on has always existed in
this way. Like it or not, we feel that way. However, 130 million years ago
the world was not in its present form. Even so it was so much different, if
you have opportunity to see the other world 130 million years ago, you
would think that it is another planet. Continents we live on are in con-
stant motion since the existing world. The worse is that they come out be-
neath the sea to the earth then then they sank again, they collide with
each other, separated and create new seas. This process is repeated con-
tinuously. Therefore, it is very difficult to explain the geology to the per-
son who have no interest in the subject. You can’t visualize it in your eyes
and you can’t imagine it. “Lower Cretaceous” old rocks mentioned by ge-
ologists, is currently under your feet but it may have come from afar as



5,000 km under your feet. It is difficult to grasp that today’s India was in
the Southern Hemisphere, adjacent to a piece of land south of Africa 90
million years ago. Then that it become an island and slowly travelled
northward and collided with the Asian continent. This collision created

todays Himalayas.

And what about Anatolia? Another unlucky aspect of this land is that,
when lands as England, Siberia, West America or Scandinavia travelling
from there to here as a single piece of landmass for millions of years,
Anatolia was constantly divided, shattered, united, sank, has surfaced and
sank again.

Now if you would like to go to more distant in time: When life starts on
the Earth all continents was a single land mass called Pangea. It formed
approximately 300 million years ago and then began to break apart after
about 100 million years. After this division Gondwana name were given
to the left in the southern hemisphere and in the Laurasia name were giv-
en to the northern continents.

255 million years ago (Early Triassic) on the world there were two great
continents. The huge mass of water located between is called Paleotethys
Ocean. Anatolia was as part of a North Gondwana in this period but,
one part of it was at the bottom of this ocean. The heat from within the
earth that results in an expansion of the crust, the fragmentation of the
crust is called rifting. The part of Anatolia, which is on the surface was
slowly falling apart as results of this rifting. According to the stratigraph-
ic and sedimentological data, the north Gondwana rifting actually started
earlier. However, rupture of Anatolian microcontinent from Africa began
190 million years ago (Late Triassic). The reason is that, a crustal thin-
ning process to occur between the beginning of rifting and rupture.

200 million years ago (Jurassic Period) Laurasia and Gondwana plates,
closed Paleotethys Ocean by approaching to each other. In that period,
Anadolu which part of it was still in marine sediment, pushed from
northwest to southeast as a result of tectonic movements. In this period
south coast facies of Paleotethys Ocean was also surfaced. This shallow
marine sediments can be seen today in North West and Central Anatolian
regions.






The generally accepted idea that in progress of collision with Laurasia
and Gondwana continents or Paleotethys Ocean closure, a thin continen-
tal plate which separated from Gondwana in progress destruction of the
Paleotethys is added to Laurasia. This tectonic theory, that considered to
occur approximately 190 million years ago, seems applicable to his adja-
cent part of the Anatolia.

You probably wonder now how we are able to know things that happened
millions of years ago. Just like in other branches of science, geology’s de-
velopment is also up to researches that continued for centuries, to failures,
and correction of these failures. Geology’s subbranches such as: geomor-
phology, petrology, stratigraphy deal with earth’s formation, geological
time and continental movement. Palaecontology, an indispensable factor of
age-determination started to develop before 16th century. However, ob-
servation of fossils, which come from different kinds of layers, their clas-
sification and standardization gained momentum after 1840. Today this
tield of science turned into a profession worldwide and is classified in ac-
cordance with millions of fossil ages, kinds and their fractionation. So,
today one can accurately find the age of a stone through the fossil that is
found within the stone. Moreover, there are specific fossils that are used
for age-determination. These fossils, which belong to a certain era, are
called “trace fossils”. For example when you find a Beneckeia buchi or En-
crinus liliformis in a stone, you can easily say these fossils belong to Mid-

dle Triassic period, around 228-245 million years ago.

One of the methods that is used to dating is radioactive dating, which
came a long way since the beginning of 20th century. Radioactivity to ge-
ologists is just like a sensitive clock. Radioactive atoms are no stable iso-
topes and in time they disintegrate and become stable. Each disintegrates
in different rates, for example half of the Uranium 235 atoms in every 704
million years turns into Lead 207. In this way, radioactive atom types that
are found within a stone are counted separately, thus giving us time of the
disintegration process, meaning the age of the sample rock.

Now back to the Anatolian region. The land we currently live on separat-
ed slowly 190 million years ago, however Paleotethys Ocean was at the
same time continuously closing. Around 150 million years ago from to-



day, during Cretaceous, this ocean divided into 2 parts and inbetween the

part called Sakarya Zone placed itself.

130-150 million years ago (Upper Jura- Lower Cretaceous) Anatolia mi-
crocontinent was perpetually sliding to north, almost where it is today.
Appeared in this time gap, rocks that are sedimented and accumulated in
marinal facies, formed Inalti Formation which can be observed in wide
regions around Kastamonu. Dated Upper Jura- Lower Cretaceous, this
formation was a block of limestone.

Today’s Karadeniz (Black Sea) was actually a small, closed sea that is left
trom Tethys Sea, which was formed at south of Paleotethys Ocean. This
closed sea was divided into 2 parts (West and East Black Sea ) by a mid-
ocean ridge. Around 90-110 million years ago during Aptian and Cenom-
anian periods, this closed sea was becoming narrow at north/south direc-
tions due to faulting, laceration, block alternation and at the same time it
was expanding at east/west. This continental movement also formed a
magmatic arc at west of Black Sea. Along this arc that covers Anatolia’s
entire north coastline many volcanoes were active.

In this period Anatolia continues to surprise us along with the continent of
Pontid. It was a known fact that rifting creates microcontinents, Anatolia
was dividing into considerably little islands that can’t even be called micro-
continent, then through tectonic movements it was reuniting again. In a pe-



riod where England and Scandinavian slabs hold their integrity, Anatolia

was perpetually fragmentizing, then reforming, then once again fragmentiz-

ing.

In geology, series of layers that are formed in the same period or group of
rocks that carries the same characteristics and belong to the same period
are called geological formation. At the north of Pinarbasi, around Sii-
menler Village two formations can be observed together. Here you can
walk through an amazingly beautiful forest. Everywhere is covered with
trees that are hundred years old and you can’t see rocks around here.
Then, as you move on towards the north of Topmeydani, you run into a
limestone wall. Here ends the Ulus Formation, which you walked on be-
fore and begins another group of rocks, called Inalt: Formation. Both for-
mations dated 120-100 million year gap, with microfossils such as Ancy-
loceras sp., Deshayesites sp. and Chelonoceras sp. Entire water that goes
through Ulus Formation, sinks under Inalti Formation which is complete-
ly limestone.

This two formation met here 84 million years ago, Ulus Formation creat-
ed some sort of subduction zone from south to north by going under
Inalt: Formation. You can see this subduction zone at Kiire Mountains
National Park’s entire south wall. In this case this zone actually sets the
boundaries of this park. As Ulus Formation sinked under Inalt: Forma-
tion, it raised the other formation and made it a plateau. The steep walls
of plateau did not allow any kind of settlement. So it was naturally pre-
served and became a home to the wild life. In other words, we owe to the
geological events, for having this National Park.

Same system reaches out to west, up to Ulus. The road you take to west is



entirely on Ulus Formation. If you stop, you can observe magmatic, sedi-
mentary and all kinds of other rocks. Here and there, schists, andesites,
even basalt. However, north of this road has huge and massive blocks of
limestone. This plateau to your north is completely a different formation;
Inalti Formation. Road you take that is on Ulus Flysh, actually it is on
top of Inalti limestones discordantly. Limestones that belong to Inalt:
Formation surfaces from north to south in patches.

Millions of years passed after these two formations collide. As a result of
continental movements Tethys Sea became pretty tiny, transformed into a
sea. This sea will form Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea, the Caspian Sea
and the Aral lakes in the future. Within that period the continent of
Gondwana was splitted to many microcontinents. Kimmeria was a result
of this split. It is pretty hard to believe but, today’s Anatolia, Iraq even
Tibet actually belonged to this continent 65 million years ago. A striking
fossil which belongs to Late Cretaceous was found in 1999 by Cemal
Tunoglu from University of Hacettepe, at north of Devrekani, in the
building site of Beyler Dam. This fossil belonged to a Mosasaurus hoffma-
nii. This was a huge creature who was about 17 meters long and lived in




oceans at the period of dinosaurs. It holds a great value for it was the first
fossil that was found in Anatolia which belongs to this certain period.

Sadly only a fragment of this creature’s skull was found. In a period where
the first mammals appeared, the tectonic movement formed a large-scaled
magmatism and orogeny on the land where today’s Anatolia stands. As-
cension of Balkanit, Pontide, Crimea, Caucasia are the results of this
orogeny. The continuous collision of Eurasia and Africa plates and sliding
of block of Anatolia to west are the reason of tectonic regime in the re-
gion. After a few million years, during Late Miocene the same tectonic
movement was going to create today’s North Anatolia Fault.



C ave Biospeleology is a science which began

roughly 150 years ago. Even though first ex-
plorations were made at Anatolia during 1900s,
they were carried out by foreigners and the sys-
tematic studies of cave biospeleology are at the
very beginning in Turkey. We believe, we will get

General one step closer to understand the basics of nature

BiOSpeleOlogy and the number of these studies will increase
thanks to projects like the one at Kure Mountains
National Park.

Well, what are these living beings that are living
deep down in the caves? Are the bats only living

beings that live in the caves? In which aspects are
these living beings important?

Firstly, let’s start with categorization of the most
common living beings. Living beings of the caves
are examined in 3 groups: cave visitors, cave spir-
ited, real living beings of the caves.

The group which we call “Cave Visitors” are iden-

tified as Trogloxene ( for those who live in water:

Stygoxene). These livings being are the creatures

who are dependent to outside to survive and use
the caves as shelters. For example: Bats, bears, mice, birds. These crea-
tures live significant parts of their life in caves for various reasons like hi-
bernation or to survive the night but they are dependent on the outside
life. On that account they didn’t deserve to be a real cave creature.

Cave Spirits (Troglophiles and Stygophiles) can live their nearly whole life-
cycle in the caves apart from the Cave Visitors. They can be born, grow
up, be nourished, breed and then die inside the cave. These creatures are
the creatures that can find the habitat suitable for themselves in-outside
the cave. Some examples for that type of species; some species of sala-
mandridae, frogs and some bug species.



The biggest difference that separates the creature we call the real livings
being of the caves (Troglobites and Stygobites) from the Cave Spirits is, they
cannot adapt the habitat outside the cave. These living beings, whose life-
cycles are in these caves for generations, evolved themselves in a way that
they can adapt to the cave habitat. Due do scarcity of food, low heat and
most importantly in a cave environment without sunlight, their eyes are
got very small or disappeared. On the contrary their chemical receptors
are got even stronger. There are species that develop receptors in order to
understand the environment in mere darkness. Usually they don’t have
pigments in their body, ie. colourless. In the same time besides their high
resistance to coldness and lack of nourishment, some species can control
the act of breeding. For example a specie we call ghost fish can keep their
eggs waiting in their mouth until they find proper circumstances.

Another characteristic feature of the real living beings of the caves is,
they are usually special to the habitat they’re living in. Prolly they entered
and evolved in the cave galleries, which are started to form millions of
years ago. The most up-to-date theory is these kind of places under thick
vegetation cover caused these species to choose these places they can
adapt and continued their evolution there.

It is good to familiarise these cave areas in order to understand the eco-
system of the caves. The light loses its effect starting from the entrance of
the cave. The reflected light creates a twilight zone. The place we call
zone of transition starts after this. We live the mere darkness here for the
first time. The cave environment is dependent on the outside until here.
They are affected by season changes and weather conditions. Solely, when
went further into the cave there are not effects in the areas which we call
real cave zone. There are mere darkness. Heat and moisture are close to
stable.

Here we can touch a little bit on the cave ecosystem. What are these crea-
tures are nourished with when there isn’t first step of the food pyramid.

The food can enter the cave in a couple ways. Firstly, if available, as good
as organic substances can be carried into the cave through a stream or a
brook or humic soil, plants, moss, animal waste or the animal itself can



enter the cave through subsidence of seasonal flooding. Pollen, leaves,
bugs can be carried into the cave through winds as well. Apart from
these, there can be a nourishment access, such as the food stuffs like bats,
bears, gliridae carry with them and their fecal mater.

Speaking of nutritional value of fecal mater, it is good to touch on the
subject of guano. Guano is the name usually given to the fecal matters of
the bats and birds. Because of the phosphate and nitrate richness inside it,
they have industrial usage and they can act as nourishment and shelters
for the cave visitors and cave spirits.

Cave ecosystems are very fragile and delicate balanced established sys-
tems because they are devoid of sunlight. Specially the cave living beings
are endemic to their environment, they cannot survive when they are
moved to another places from their homes. What is essential for the pro-
tection of life in caves are not to leave caves under the dams, not to use as
as a dump and natural sewage.

In addition to these, it must not be thought as the caves don’t have an in-
fluence on the ecosystem outside. With the simplest example, when caves
are ruined and the bats inside are expelled from the area, it prevents not
only the scattering of the seeds of the plants, but also helps increasing in
the number of some agricultural harmful insects and that affects us di-

rectly with the increase in agricultural pesticide.




B etween the years of 2008 and 2010 from 21

caves in Kire Mountains National Park has
been collected 156 living examples. A part of col-
lected examples had similar features with crea-
tures in nearby caves although some cave crea-
tures were endemic to where they are. Preasses-

The  ments about these examples are below as a list.

Biospeleol
P Ogy Through the researches till this time; except a
of Kiire tew Myotis myotis in horizontal caves like Mantar,
Mountains Atak, Medil 1 and Ilgarini, nearly in n{i cave an
. evident bat population had been seen. This situa-
National Park tion is reported normal because of the area’s vary-

ing high altitude between 700 m and 1000 m.

On the other hand, with a few skeleton and rem-
nants of foods consumed through hibernation
found in Atak and Intiirbesi caves, mammals like
Felis sylvestris, Myoxus glis and Glis glis has been
found in the area.

Kiire Mountains National Park has very high po-
tential in the aspect of cave species. You can see
the list of documented species in these caves in
next pages. Against the common thought, that
was the most suprising point in this area in this
high altitude there was so many species.

In the caves of the area, especially the amount of spiders, isopodas and
other insect species; beetles, snails, centipedes were very high. We have
encountered amphipos in nearly every half active cave that has water in-
side. Although the amount in horizontal caves was high, this amount in
vertical caves was low. Though at the entrance of verticals, there was so
many spiders, the amount of other species was low or none. Acording to
our observations, Covurmatepe Cave System is the place with highest bi-
ological diversity. Additionaly, there was frogs and salamenders in the
cave. Again we can think by the existence of bears near the cave, this sys-
tem is used for hibernation and by other mammals.



Except Covurmatepe, Mantar Cave is also hosting many species though
its smallnes. Because it is a fossil cave, there was area inside suitable for
hibernation. Again we have found hibernating dormouses in this cave.
Furthermore; we have encountered remnants of dormouses and similars in
many of the fossil caves. Also in Covurmatepe System and Mantar Cave
creatures that may be sroglobite have been seen.

Another suprising cave ecosystem in the area has been encountered in the
caves near Makaraci Village. It was suprising to see spider families be-
tween 20-25 cms, many diversed snail and beetle species, two differet
amphipod living together in small ponds. It is needed to prepare projects
by the experts of the topic to study ecological realitions between those
species.

Efforts should be maked to protect those caves that has many differents
species and study the ecosystems. We hope that experts will start to study
needed researches in those caves and basic steps will be taken to protect
caves that host endemic species. Kiire Mountains National Park is one of
the 20 most important forest areas of the world and it’s underground
beauties are also magnificent and various as much as itself. We hope that
this nature asset will be preserved and studied with same dedication by

next generations.
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Biospeleological
List of Kiire
Mountains
National Park

Cave Classis
Atak Arhynchobdellida
Atak Chilopoda
Atak Insecta
Atak Arachnida
Atak Arachnida
Atak Insecta
Atak Insecta
Atak Arachnida
Atak Arachnida
Atak Chilopoda
Atak Insecta
Atak Insecta
Atak Mammalia
Atak Mammalia
Atak Mammalia
Buzluk Insecta
Buzluk Insecta
Buzluk Insecta
Buzluk Insecta
Buzluk Mammalia
Copbey Malacostraca

Déngelyan: Arachnida

Ordo Familia

Hirudinidae
Lithobiomorpha
Diptera
Araneae
Ixodida
Coleoptera
Acari

Opiliones

Araneae

Ixodoidea

Lithobiomorpha
Orthoptera
Lepidoptera
Chiroptera
Rodentia
Carnivora
Diptera
Diptera/larva
Diptera Brachicera
Diptera
Chiroptera
Isopoda

Lymnobiidae
Vespertilionidae

Opilionida



Cave

Doéngelyant
Doéngelyan:
Déngelyan:
Doéngelyant
Doéngelyan:
Déngelyan:
Doéngelyant
Déngelyan:
Déngelyan:
Doéngelyani
Déngelyan:
Déngelyan:
Doéngelyani
Déngelyan:
Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Ejder

Esek Cukuru D
Egek Cukuru D
Esek Cukuru D

Classis

Arachnida
Crustacea
Crustacea
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Mollusca
Myriapoda
Vermes
Arachnida
Arachnida
Crustacea
Crustacea
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Myriapoda
Myriapoda
. Amphibia
. Amphibia
. Amphibia

Esek Cukuru D. Arachnida
Esek Cukuru D. Arachnida
Esek Cukuru D. Arachnida
Esek Cukuru D. Crustacea
Esek Cukuru D. Crustacea
Esek Cukuru D. Crustacea

Ordo Familia
Aranea

Amphipoda

Isopoda

Coleoptera Staphylinidae
Coleoptera

Coleoptera Elateridae
Ephemeroptera
Trichoptera/larva

Trichoptera

Diptera Lymnobiidae
Diptera Chironomidae
Gastropoda Zonitidae
Diplopoda Tuliformia
Oligochaeta

Aranea

Pseudoscorpionida

Amphipoda

Isopoda Onisicidea
Coleoptera

Diptera Chironomidae
Diptera Culicidae
Diptera Lymnobiidae
Thysanura Machilidae
Trichoptera Lymnephilidae
Chilopoda

Diplopoda

Caudata Salamandridae
Anura Ranidae
Urodela Salamandridae
Aranea

Opilionida

Opilionida

Decapoda

Isopoda

Isopoda Onisicidea



Cave

Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.
Esek Cukuru D.

Esek¢ukuru
Egek¢ukuru
Esekc¢ukuru
Esek¢ukuru
Esek¢ukuru
Esek¢ukuru
Esek¢ukuru
Egek¢ukuru
Esek¢ukuru
Esek¢ukuru
Ilgarini
Ilgarini
Tlgarini
Ilgarini
Ilgarini
Tlgarini
Ilgarini
Tlgarini
Ilgarini
Ilgarini

Classis

Crustacea
Crustacea
Hirudinae
In./Apterigota
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Amphibia
Arachnida
Arachnida
Crustacea
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Myriapoda
Myriapoda
Arachnida
Crustacea
Crustacea
Crustacea
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta

Ordo Familia
Amphipoda  Niphargidae
Isopoda Onisicidea
‘Thysanura Machilidae
Coleoptera

Collembola

Collembola

Diptera Lymnobiidae
Diptera Culicidae
Diptera Mycetophylidae
Diptera Chironomidae
Diptera Culicidae
Diptera Insecta
Lepidoptera ~ Geometridae
Trichoptera Lymnephilidae
Caudata Salamadridae
Hydracarina

Aranea

Amphipoda  Niphargidae
Collembola

Diptera Lymnobiidae
Diptera Culicidae
Trichoptera Lymnephilidae
Chilopoda

Diplopoda

Pseudoscorpionda

Amphipoda  Niphargidae
Isopoda

Isopoda

Coleoptera

Coleoptera

Coleoptera

Coleoptera Carabidae
Diptera Culicidae
Diptera Lymnobiidae



Cave

Ilgarini
Ilgarini
Ilgarini
Ilgarini
Ilgarini
Ilgarini
Intiirbesi
Intiirbesi
Intiirbesi
Intiirbesi
Kapakli
Kapakli
Kapakli
Kapakli
Kapakli
Kapakli
Kapakli

Kaval Cingir1

Kocareis
Kokurdan
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurtyolu 1
Kurukafa
Kurukafa
Kurukafa

Classis

Insecta
Insecta
Mammalia
Mollusca
Myriapoda
Myriapoda
Diplopoda
Insecta
Insecta
Mammalia
Crustacea
Crustacea
Crustacea
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Mammalia
Arachnida
Malacostraca
Malacostraca
Insecta
Arachnida
Malacostraca
Gastropoda
Chilopoda
Malacostraca
Clitellata
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Arachnida
Insecta
Arachnida
Arachnida

Crustacea

Ordo Familia
Diptera Mycetophylidae
Trichoptera Lymnephilidae
Chiroptera Vespertilionidae
Gastropoda Zonitidae
Chilopoda/Symphyla
Diplopoda

Julida

Diplura

Diptera Sciaridae
Rodentia

Amphipoda  Niphargidae
Isopoda Onisicidea
Isopoda Onisicidea
Diptera Culicidae
Diptera Lymnobiidae
Trichoptera Lymnephilidae
Soricidae Crocidurinae
Araneae

Isopoda

Amphipoda

Diptera

Pseudoscorpionida

Amphipoda

Isopoda

Lepidoptera

Diptera

Coleoptera

Araneae

Orthoptera Grylloidea
Aranea

Opilionida

Isopoda



Cave

Kurukafa
Kurukafa
Kurukafa
Kurukafa
Kurukafa
Kurukafa
Kurukafa
Kurukafa
Kuskayast
Kugkayasi
Kugkayasi
Kuskayas: 1
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Mantar
Medil 1
Medil 1
Medil 2
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun

Classis

Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Mollusca
Myriapoda
Vermes
Chilopoda
Insecta
Malacostraca
Arachnida
Arachnida
Crustacea
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Mammalia
Mollusca
Mollusca
Myriapoda
Myriapoda
Arachnida
Malacostraca
Clitellata
Arachnida
Crustacea
Crustacea
Crustacea
Crustacea
Crustacea
Insecta
Insecta

Ordo Familia
Collembola

Diptera Lymnobiidae
Diptera Lymnobiidae
Lepidoptera ~ Noctuidae
Trichoptera

Gastropoda Zonitidae
Diplopoda Tuliformia
Oligochaeta

Hymenoptera

Isopoda

Pseudoscorpionida

Opilionida

Isopoda Onisicidea
Collembola

Diptera Chironomidae
Diptera Culicidae
Diptera Lymnobiidae
Trichoptera Lymnephilidae
Chiroptera Vespertilionidae
Gastropoda Zonitidae
Gastropoda Zonitidae
Chilopoda

Diplopoda

Araneae

Armadillidiidae

Hirudinida Hirudinidae
Hydracarina

Amphipoda  Niphargidae
Cladocera

Copepoda

Decapoda Astacidae
Ostracoda

Diptera

Diptera Simuliidae



Cave

Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Sorkun
Selale

Selale
Topmeydani
Topmeydani
Topmeydani
Topmeydani
Topmeydani
Topmeydani
Topmeydani
Topmeydani
Topmeydani
Topmeydani
Yukar: Dong.
Yukar: Déng,
Yukar: Dong.
Yukar: Dong.

Classis

Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Mollusca
Mollusca
Myriapoda
Arachnida
Arachnida
Vermes
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta
Arachnida
Crustacea
Crustacea
Insecta
Mollusca
Vermes
Insecta
Insecta
Insecta

Mollusca

Ordo

Diptera
Diptera
Ephemeroptera
Ephemeroptera
Plecoptera
Trichoptera
Bivalvia S
Gastropoda
Diplopoda
Aranea
Opilionida
Nematoda
Diptera
Diptera
Trichoptera

Aranea

Isopoda Asellota

Ostracoda
Odonata
Gastropoda
Oligochaeta
Diptera
Diptera
Trichoptera
Gastropoda

Familia

Culicidae
Lymnobiidae
Leptophlebiidae
Heptageniidae

Lymnephilidae

phaeriidae
Zonitidae

Culicidae
Lymnobiidae
Lymnephilidae

Zonitidae

Mycetophylidae
Lymnobiidae

Zonitidae
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his list includes the caves of this region which

have been explored. We’re not going to claim
that this list covers all or most of the caves of
Kure Mountains National Park, which is roughly
100 km? with its buffer zone. We believe that in

the future, with new discoveries the number of

List of caves in the region most likely will be multiplied.

Caves at
Kiire

Mountains

National
Park

CAVE

Agz1 Buyik Cave
Alman Cave
Arpatarlas1 Hole
Arpatarlas: Pit
Asag1 Baliont Cave
Asagicerci Sinkhole
Atak Cave
Ayakkabi Cave

Ay1 Cave

Ayigélia Sinkhole
Bacaksizin Cave
Balcak Cave

Ballici Cave

Buz Cave

Buzluk Hole
Buzluk Cave
Biytkkaya Cave
Cingirli Hole
Cadirne Cave
Catak Agzi Caves 1,2 & 3
Cengelkuyu Sinkhole

LOCATION

Azdavay, Sarni¢ Village
Stimenler

Dizdarly, Zelle
Dizdarls, Zelle
Gideros

Asagi Cerci

Cavus

Stimenler

Pinarbag:

(Copbey, Zoni Yaylasi
Arit, Copbey

Ilica, Esen

Cide

Kerte

Pinarbasi, Cuhadar
Karafasil, Sarma Mah.
Aligh Ustu, Biiyiikkaya
Uluyayla

Gideros

Ahatkoy

Pinarbagi, Kerte



22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

Cikrikkap: Doline
Cingirakli Doline
Cingirik Hole
Covurma Tepe Sinkhole
Covurma Tepe Cave 1
Covurma Tepe Cave 2
Covurma Tepe Cave 3
Covurma Tepe Cave 4
Covurma Tepe Cave 5
Dagli Kuylucu
Derebag Cave
Dikilitag Cave
Déngelyan: Sinkhole
Ejder Cave

Esek Cukuru Cave 1
Esek Cukuru Cave 2
Esek Cukuru Doline
Gavurini

Gokdeli Cave
Gokpinar Cave
Golciik Cave
Gurbettepe Sinkhole
Girctioluk Cave
Gurlik Cave

Hamam Cave

Ilgarini

Inagz1 (Kirlangig-Uluyayla) Cave
Ignedeligi Cave
Inderesi Cave

Inkumu Cave

Inoni Hollow

Inénii Cave

Intiirbesi Cave
Kadiharman: Kokurdan:
Kapakli Kuylucu
Karakagak Cave
Karakis Cave

Karlik Doline

Stimenler

Ulus, Alicli Village
Cide, Okgular Village
Uzla

Uzla

Uzla

Uzla

Uzla

Uzla

Dagl

Cide, Derebag1

Stimenler

Yamanlar

Uzla

Uzla

Uzla

Between Covurma - Sorkun
Pinarbagi, Guvercinlik
Amasra, Makarac: Village
Alighi

Dizdarly, Zelle
Karakagak - Ovacik
Pinarbag:

Gideros

Yamanlar

Ovacuma, Uluyayla
Yamanlar

Amasra, Makarac: Village
Inkumu, Bartin

Ilica, Goktepe
Pinarbasi, Givercinlik
Pinarbagi, Veray

Aligh

Stimenler

Karakagak Village
Pinarbas:

Ovacuma, Uluyayla



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97

Kaval Cingir1

Kayaarkas: Doline and Cave
Kayadibi Sinkhole
Kemikli Cave

Kiligli Cave

Kinakayas: Cave

Kocareis

Kokurdan 1

Kokurdan 2

Kurtyolu Doline

Kurtyolu 1 Doline
Kurtyolu 2 Cave

Kusakli Cave

Kugkayasi 1

Kuskayas1 2

Kugik Cikrikkap: Kuylucu
Mantar Cave

Medil 1 Cave

Medil 2 Cave

Miirsili Cave

Nal¢ak Mogar:

Okgular Cave

Perili Cave

Sirt Sinkhole

Sinekli Cave

Sipahiler Cave

Sorkun Sinkhole

Subag1 Cave

Subatik (Uluyayla) Sinkhole
Suini Cave

Selale Cave

Sinasi Cave

Topmeydani Sinkhole
Ucakdibi Cave

Urkiiliik Sinkhole

Yukar: Baliontu Cave
Yukar: Déngelyani Kuylucu
Yumrugal Cave

Bogazkaya, Ilica
Armutlu

Valla

Ulus, Doruca Village
Cide, Camdibi Village
Ilica, Esen

Amasra, Makarac: Village
Kerte

Kerte

Armutlu

Armutlu

Armutlu

Aligli Ustii, Biiyiikkaya
Goksu

Goksu

Stimenler

Stimenler

Kurtgirmez, Mus
Kurtgirmez, Orencik
Horma Canyon

Bartin, Yukaridere
Gideros

Amasra, Makarac1 Village
Karanfil Village
Armutlu

Bartin, Kayadibi

Stiimenler

Uluyayla
Sarnig

Ilica

Gideros
Stimenler
Gideros
Stimenler
Gideros
Stimenler
Horma canyon
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he cave is located in the north flank of the

hills of Sarni¢ Village which is a part of Az-
davay district. The area is highly decoreted by a
dense forest and rugged terrain so it is really dif-
ficult to find the cave without a guide. The

o mouth of the cave ironically looks like its name.
AgZ] After the enterance, cave continues down 20 m. It

BLiYUk is a small fossil cave and lack of cave decorations.

ASPEG explored the mountain and made the
Cave map of it in 2010.

Agzi Buyuk Magaras:
Sarmi; Koyl, Azdavay, Kastamaonu
Glgum: Muray Ada

Ludmilla Biiyim

Al Yamag
Gizim: Muray Ada (Ocak 2010)
Uzunluk: 20m Derinlik: -3 m
BCRA3C

Plan




Alman
Cave

he cave is in a forest on north part of Su-
menler Village which is a province of
Pinarbag: district, on a point near to the Valla

Canyon Wall. The cave is really difficult to find
because there is a lot of box trees and the width

of the enterance is only 3 m. Cave has only a 8 m
descent. MAD explored the cave and published
on May 2009 placed on 22th page of their jour-

nal.




03

Arpatarlasi
Hole

Arpatarlasi
Pit

he cave is near to the Dizdarli Village of

Pinarbasi. It is 500 m distance to south west
from Gurbettepe Kuylucu. Arpatarlas: Hole is a
small fossil cave which has the length 11 m and
depth 4 m and the Arpatarlasi Ini is on one of the
the land which collects water in front of a huge
limestone wall in the Kire National Park. It is
explored by BUMAK in 1998 and published in
the journal of BUMAK Delta 4 page 17. There is
a small population of bats inside.

he cave is near to Dizdarl1 Village of

Pinarbagi. Arpatarlas: Pit is nearly 100 m far
from Arpatarlast Hole and it is a 49 m long fossil
cave. Explored by BUMAK in 1988 and pub-
lished in Delta Journal 4 page 17. In the cave
there is a small colony of bats.



ARPATARLASI |NI

ZELLE, DiZDARL],
PINARBAS!, KASTAMONU

Uzualuk:11.5m
Derinlik. =4m

Glgimisc):
M. A'Dukrek,
M K.Baran,
M. Tosyals
Temmuz £8

ARPATARLASI KUYUSU

ZELLE, DiZDARLI, PINARBASI,
KASTAMONU

Uzuniuk: 48m

Olgum{&C): M Albukrek,
M W Baran,
M. Tosyah
Temmuz 88

BUMAK

——r——"1
D12 5m

KESIT

ACIK HESIT

-4m
Mo ik fel,




Asag] sag1 Balioni Cave is located at Bartin prov-
el e ince, Kurucasile district, south west of Gi-
Balionii deros Village. Cave is hidden through a dense
Cave forest. When you pass the bushes, you see a wide
mouth which is 38 m width. The cave enterance
collects water from the plateau and forms a small
spring in the mud created itself a new bed. After
a short distance it is transformed into a normal

form of a cave with a narrow passage and in a
short distence it is ending with a siphon. It was
found in 2009 and explored by ASPEG. In active
and mud part of the cave there is an intensive bio-
diversity.

ASAGI BALIONU MAGARASI
Giderps - Kunucagile - Bartin

Slgom: Kemal Atakent
Cansu Yilmaz
Egermen Erkanli
Al Yamag H

Cizim: Ali Yamag f
Haziran 2008 BCRA 3C /
Uzunluk 188 m Derinlik; -8 m i TR el

‘F 0 10 20m ‘\ :
(SPE - /"“\\I_}
v N



Asagicerci
Sinkhole

he cave is located in the village of

Asagicerci, Ulus District. The cave is on a
hill which is behind a trout farm. Cave formed
within the limestone, starts as a narrow crack in
the 510 m altitude, the first 30 meters is vertical
and later inclined, a series continues in short de-
scent and ends with a small gallery. Water from
the end of the gallery are turned out by the si-
phon. The cave explored by MAD and published
in the association’s newsletter number 13 and
page 18. In the last part of the sloping where de-
scent began, cavers observed a small white mice

and 3-4 cm black hard-shelled insects.
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he Cave is located in north of Pinarbag1 /
Cavus Village. When you follow the north
path to the end, you can see the enterence 100 m
ahead on the rock wall. Atak Cave, with 1365
meters long, is the longest cave in the region.
Also it is the most important cave because of
Atak structural properties and archeological explora-
Cave tions. The caveis in a Upper Jurassic - Early Cre-
taceous melange limestone. It is developed hori-
zontally. At first 300-400 meters of clastic lime-
stone, cave is filled with collapsed braches and
rock piles. Quite narrow passages reaching the
canyon wall and at those points there are several
different entrances to the cave. On the other
hand, after a short descent the cave follows a sin-
gle passage until the final section. The final sec-
tion is almost at the same level with the flowing
streams of outside and at this point, it is observed
that there is leaking water from the outside. The
cave’s research was incomplete by the British
FACC team whose arrived in the region first in
1992. Research was completed by ASPEG in
2008 and it was published in OBRUK nol, pp.
40-43. In the cave there is a very rich biodiversi-
ty; about 15 different species of insects, several
hundred bats, hibernating Dryomys nitedula and mammals such as G/is
glis. Also, skeleton of a wild cat (Fe/is Silvestris) were found. Parts of the
cave entrance is not very rich in terms of formation but the forward part
of the main gallery has some very beautiful formations and it urgently
need to be taken under protection.
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Ayakkab
Pit

he cave is located in the Stimerler Village /

Pinarbasi. It is at the north side of
Topmeydani - Sorkun road, before reaching to
the Kapakli Cave. With 5 m depth, it is the
smallest cave in the region and this name was
given because of it looks like a shoe. It collects
the water of a small area in the region. It was re-
searched by BUMAK and published in Delta 3
page 35. The report does not mention any find-
ings in the cave.
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y1 Cave, where with the names given by the

English team Spear (Gokdeli) and Sigcan
caves located, formed parallel to the edge of the
limestone plateau. Cave has three separate en-
trances; first part consists of several levels and
continues parallel to the edge of the limestone
plateau. At the enterance, there are large rock
Cave  blocks. Two passages were found around these
blocks. When you crawl through one of this
passeges, there is another enterance which is
blocked by collapsed rocks. The other passege be-
tween the rock blocks at the first entry is reached
to a gallery which is covered with mud. In this
passage some beautiful decorations can be seen.
Cave length and depth dimensions contained in
the report is only for researched parts of it. Re-
searchers reported that the cave is still contin-
ues. Measured section of the cave is 180 meters in
length and -36 m in depth. The cave was explored
and mapped by the British team FACC at 1992.
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Ayigolii
Sinkhole

Ust Guzellik
Salany

Getllemez

he village of Cépbey is located in the north

of Bartin province, Zoni Plateau Zone. Zoni
is a limestone plateau, which is located in Kire Mountains National Park.
In this plateu research’s show that the water which sumps from the above
areas are welling up from some low points of the plateu. We can say that a
part of the karst aquifers is formed with this sinking water sinkholes at
the top of the plateau. On the other hand, because of dense vegetation on
the plateau, all sinkholes can not be explored. The sinkhole, which locat-
ed in Zoni Plateau and where vegetation is relatively less, is one of those
which were found. The sinkhole is -31 Meters depth and 233 meters in
length. The water sinking into the cave is probably come out from
Bacaksizin Bacaginin Koptugu Cave which is located near the village of
Copbey. The cave was explored and mapped by ASPEG in 2009. It is lack

of cave decorations and biological diversity.
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Bacaksizin
Bacaginin
Koptugu
Cave

his strange named cave is located in the pla-

teau of Copbey Village at Bartin province
(“The cave which is the no legged man’s leg split
off” is it’s name). It’s in the distance of 750 meters
as the crow flies from Ay1 Goli and 54 m height
difference. In the enterance of the cave there is a
water pipe and concrete wall, for pumping water
to the seplements arround. On the left of the en-
terance, there is a short, dry passage which is
curling through inside. In rainy seasons, water in-
creases to rise more than a human height after
walking 15-20 meters. The cave was found and
explored in 2009 by ASPEG and issued on
OBRUK Magazine no 2.



ave is located in Esen district of Pinarbag:
Balcak is a horizontal and fossil cave which
is developed within the wooded limestone pave-
menst, 15 meters in length. The cave was ex-
plored by ASPEG and was published by OBRUK
Magazine no 1, page 30. Except for a few stalac-
Balcak tites, the cave is poor in formation.
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Ballic
Cave

his is a wide cave in Abdilkadir Village of

Cide, Kastamonu, It is on the fertile inland
valley. It was documented during the archaeologi-
cal survey carried out in 2010 by B. During and
C. Glatz. The pottery found during the survey is
dated as Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age as

well as Classic and later.



Buz
Pit

he cave is located up to 300 m from

Kokurdan Highland Creek sinkholes clogged
sink in the northwest close to the Kerte Village.
Buz Pit is -18 m deep and 40 m in length fossil
cave. This cave is quite cold because of the the ice
presence in all seasons. It was researched by BU-
MAK and published in Delta 4 page 42. The re-

port does not mention any evidence in the cave.
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Buzluk
Hole

It is located on the east Pinarbasi / Cuhadar dis-
trict slope. Its formed with the under connec-
tion of broken parts of a doline and quite a
strange cave geologically. It has an attractive ap-

perance with it’s huge doline. It was explored by
ASPEG in 2009 and printed in OBRUK no 1.

BUZLUK INI

Cuhadar Mah.- Pinarbagl - Kastaman
Clgim: &5 Aytan

3C Uzunluk 130 me

7 Ajustes 2008

o 15 30m

t




Buzluk
Cave

It is located half an hour away from Sarma dis-
trict in Karafasil Village, Pinarbagi. It is one of
the most interesting cave with it’s ice features. In
this region in the east and southeast of Pinarbagi,
vegetation covered limestone can be observed.
Caves are mostly covered by woods. Because of a
collapse in the enterance, some of the caves can
be detected and most parts of this cave is exposed
to sunlight. The most important feauture of this
483 m length magnificient cave is in middle of
the spring, you can see ice stalactites and stalag-
mites. These ice stalactites and stalagmites are
thought to be existed for a short period. It was
explored by ASPEG in 2009 and issued in the
first edition of OBRUK on page 42-43. Although
the cave is short at biological diversity but as
mentioned above, it is very rich in cave decora-
tions.




Giris /- 0m

] 10 20m

Yilan Kiviiml Sakl Cennet Saloru

Dehliz- I}evan"l:l Ediyor

Mantar Siitun

Patlarmug
H  Muisir Duvan

Panuikkale kigest






t is located over the rocky ridge of Kayadibi
Village at Ulus province. It takes two hours on
foot from the village. The cave which has a total
113m length is totally in fossil form. There is a
16 meters height difference between the enter-
. . ence and the end. With its wide and huge en-
Bquk trance which can be seen from main road and it
Kaya has only one gallery. Inside there are rich forma-
tions. It was explored in 2002 by MTA and issued
Cave in 2003 on the 10-11 pages in their report; Na-
turel Caves of Ulus-Bartin.
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It is on the tophill of Uluyayla, Cirkince and
need to be guided to be found. It is a vertical
and fossil cave with it’s 46 m depth. Explored by
BUMAK and issued on the their magazine.
There are no details in their report.
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It is located in Bartin province, Kurucasile dis-

trict, Gideros Village and 20 meters away from
the main road. Not much formation found in it
and it is a small, flat cave possibly used as a cote
for a long period. It is found and explored by AS-

PEG in 2009. Nothing found in the cave archeo-
Cadl e logically.
Cave
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his small caves are in Pinarbasi on Azdavay

road, located in the North of the bridge on
Ahatkoy crossrood where Devrekani Stream
reach the canyon. All of them are horizontal and
formed by dissolution of limestone on the wall.
Explored by ASPEG and nothing was found.
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he sinkhole is located 4 km North of Kerte

Village plateau. Except the 200 meter verti-
cal depth and a siphone at the end, no informa-
tion was given in the report. This is one of the
deepest caves of Kiire Mountains National Park.

It should be widely explored and reported at the

Cengelkuyu tuture. It is explored by BUMAK and issued on
Sinkhole the 29th page of Delta 3.
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t is located in the north of Siimenler Village,

Pinarbag1 province, between Sorkun and
Kapakli Sinkholes. It is formed at the point
where a quite small basin draining the water
stream met with the limestone mass. It is an ac-

tive doline with -166 Meters deep and 350 meters
Cl kri kkapl in length. It ends with a siphone which is clogged
Sinkhole with mud. The cave was explored by BUMAK
and was published in Delta 3 on page 29.
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he cave is in Bartin province, Ulus district.

Located on the north slope of Ali¢li Village
and the distance is about a 2 hour by walk from
the village. Sinkhole was researched by ASPEG
in 2009.
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Cingirakh
Sinkhole
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Cingink
Sinkhole

he cave is 200 meters before from the

Kokurdan district which located in the south
of Okgular Village, Cide. It is located at the bot-
tom of the limestone wall on the east. In front,
there are remains of a water mill that unused in
now Cingirik Kuyusu is an active button that
gathers the waters of a wide basin. The entrance
of the cave, in mass of cretaceous limestone and
12 m in diameter and 15 m in depth, is quite
large and magnificent. After the first hall there is
available inclined gallery and 6 m small landing.
After that cave is quite muddy and slippery, it
continues with two landings which one only land-
ing in 50 m and at the reached point there is
available a huge hall with a ceiling height of 25
m. The water here is disappearing by the siphon.
The fault fracture that takes place in the cave has
such an proper inclination that even in the deep-
est point light of the mouth can be seen and de-
spite its 93 m depth, Cingirik Kuyusu is only 150
m in height above the sea level. The cave was
found and has been investigated by O’MAG in
2010.
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Covurma
Tepe
Sinkhole

Located in the northwest of Uzla that connect-
ed to Pinarbasi, at the western end these
limestones and at the bottom of same named hill.
Even in July it is sunk into not-drying river basin
at the end of this doline. With 80 meters in
length and -34 meters in depth, this doline end-
ing with a siphon.The cave was explored by BU-
MAK in 1989 and has been published in Delta 4
page 18. The report does not mention any evi-
dence in the cave.
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COVURMA TEPE KUYLUCU @
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he northwest Uzla that connected to
Pinarbagi,Kastamonu, in front of this lime-
stone blogs at the northwestern and at the bottom
of same named hill, small water beds sank in to
the five small cave. Covurma Tepe Cave 1 is the
one on westward side. After -50 m of depth, this
COVU FMa  active with 163 m in length doline becomes nar-
Tepe rows and impassable to pass. Also, in -34 m from
the side arm ,that connected to the main gallery,
Cave comes clear water. There is a possibility that this
1  unpassable narrow branch can be connected to
Covura Tepe Cave 2. The cave was explored by
BUMAK in 1989 and has been published in Del-
ta 4 page 18.
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he Cave located in the above mentioned area,

in the east side of Covurma Tepe Cave 1 and
at the end of a small creek. This 61 m length and
-23 m in depth active doline opens into a very
large hall after narrow and meandering gallery.

There is a possibility that this unpassable narrow
(;OVU FMA  branch can be connected to Covurma Tepe Cave
Tepe 1. The cave was explored by BUMAK in 1989
and has been published in Delta 4 page 18. The
Cave report does not mention any evidence or forma-
7  tions in the cave.
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Covurma
Tepe
Cave

3,4& 5

The cave is located in the above mentioned

area, at the end of a small creek bed. The cave
is quit narrow and active doline with 14 meters in
length. The cave was explored by BUMAK in
1989 and has been published in Delta 4 page 22.
The report does not mention any biological find-
ings or formations the cave.

The cave is located in the above mentioned

area, at the end of a small creek bed. The cave
is quit narrow doline with 5 meters in length. The
cave was explored by BUMAK in 1989 and has
been published in Delta 4 page 22. The report
does not mention any biological findings or for-
mations the cave.

The cave is located in the above mentioned

area, at the end of a small creek bed. This with
double entry cave consists from a living room that
approximately 5 meters in width. The cave was
explored by BUMAK in 1989 and has been pub-
lished in Delta 4, page 22. The report does not
mention any biological findings or formations the
cave.
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he cave, 3 km far from Dagli Village which

located between Senpazar and cide in the
forest.the road pass infront of the cave after you
turn from main road which goes to Hamitli Vil-
lage.Dagli Sinkhole, which is in vast forest and a

o huge entrance, is one of the most beautiful cave
Dagh which is -190 m depth. The waterfall which falls
Sinkhole fror.n Sulu Kol fed from an all time active river.
Main enterance goes down 80 meters. Water
which comes from Sulu Kol turns to a waterfall
and on - 50 meters joins to main shaft and pours
to the lake on -80 meters. After this lake main
shaft descents with small lakes and 20 meters
down connects to a fossil arm which comes from
the lake above. The cave continues as a single
shaft from this point and 90 meters down ends on
-190 meters deep. At the point where the waterfall starts, at the other face
of the wall, another semi dry, muddy hole which is called Cik Deligi
Branch descents down to -279 meters. That branch shaft must be a doline
and possibly was active previously and became fossil after tectonic move-
ments became fossil. From the other side of the wall, today’s main shaft
became active. The cave was explored by BUMAK between 1993 -1995
and publicated in DELTA 7 page 27-32. Dagli Sinkhole is totaly an active

doline, and there is no biological findings inside.
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Derebag
Koy
Cave

It is a large cave with an entrance located on the
steep slope behind Derebag Village in Cide,
Kastamonu. It was discovered during an archaeo-
logical survey conducted by Serifoglu and his
team in 2011. Stones collapsed from the ceiling
were found along the cave. There is a deposit that
yielded potsherds belonging to Chalcolithic, Ear-
ly Bronze Age, Early 2nd millennium BC and
Byzantine periods under the rocks. The cave
yielded potsherds that could be compared with
the ones found in Okgular Ini and Kili¢li Cave in
terms of forms. On the contrary of the potsherds
recovered from other caves, potsherds found in
Derebag Koyt Cave are plant tempered. Some
material might belong to Middle Chalcolithic.
Although some handmade sherds seem to belong
to Chalcolithic at first glance, it would be more
feasible to date these sherds to Early IA based on
the ware group and surface treatment.



his Cave, which was explored by English
team by LUSS during 1990 is on the path-
way from Ilgarini Cave towards Derebucag: and
200 meters far from Ilgarini Cave. According to
their report, it is not very easy to find this cave in
A a dense forest but, it has a giant 10x30 meters en-
D] k] hta§ trance. After the entrance, which was semi
Cave clogged by falling stones, there is a main chamber
with several different galleries from this chamber.

In a gallery there were human skeletons.
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Dongelyani
Sinkhole

he cave is located about 500 m on the east of

Topmeydani which is in Stimenler Village of
Pinarbagi. Although a small basin emptying his
water, in the rainy season, inclined gallery at the
entrance of Dongelyan1 Kuylucu that has high
flow rate, falls at first to 50 m and then to 41 m.
The cave, after this shafts, continues with short
descents and at ends at -195 m in a silt clogged si-
phon. The total length, from the recent research
including the side branch was measured as 530 m.
Explored in 1985 by BUMAK and published in
Delta 2 on pages 10-11. During the research
made by ASPEG in 2009 several amphipode spe-
cies were found in the cave and results was indi-

cated in OBRUK 1 on page 29.
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Ejder
Cave

he cave located on the path in the forest to

Ilgarini Cave that located in Yamanlar Vil-
lage connected to Pinarbagi. The cave can be
found only with a guide. This cave covering all of
rocky hill descents -60 m down with two very big
entrances. After this descent it continues with in-
clined cliff and reaches to -80 m deep. Because of
the temperature difference that coming from
floor, from time to time there is mist formed at
the entrance of the cave. The cave is one of the
most important caves in region by its size and vis-
ual beauty. Most likely, it has water entrance dur-
ing rainy periods, especially from the higher
mouth. This cave, also known as “Isputluk Kuy-
lucu” in the region, had been explored separately
by MAD and BUMAK and was published in
Delta 7 on page 36 by short notes. Many small
species were found in the cave by ASPEG and re-
sults was published in OBRUK 1 on page 29.
This cave have a high biodiversity and includes
endemic species of the Diplopoda, Chilopoda,
Pseudoscorpionida groups.
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Esekcukuru
Cave 1

he cave located in the west of Sorkun Basin

which located in the north of Yamanlar Vil-
lage in Pinarbasi. Although Esek¢ukuru basin is
very large, the creek that collects the water from
the basin is sunk into small cracks in limestone.
Esek¢ukuru Cave 1 has a wide mouth but, it is
only 10 m long. The water that enters the cave is
get lost from through the cracks between dragged
driftwood. Cave was explored by BUMAK in
1988 and has been published in Delta 4 on page
22. The cave has a rich biodiversity with endemic
Amphipoda species.

ESEKCUKURU MAGARASI -1
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he cave located in the northwest basin of
Esek¢ukuru Cave 1. This cave is one from
the few caves that has a horizontal character in
this area. The cave can be entered from fossil
mouth. The creek that collects the region’s water
after a short distance revealed in the cave, after
E§ekQUku U  going under to the clay doline. The Esekgukuru
Cave 2 Cave 2 is completely horizontal and 423 m in
length. Has been explored by BUMAK in 1988
and was published in Delta 4 on page 23. Many
small species were found in the cave during the
research of ASPEG and sampling results was
published in OBRUK 1 on page 29.
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Esekcukuru
Sinkhole

he Cave is located very close to Esek¢ukuru

1 Cave in the north. Egsek¢ukuru Sinkhole
has got 6 different mouths and this active cave
fed itself by sinking waters from Esek¢ukuru 1.
The cave was found in 2009 and has been ex-
plored in 2010 by ASPEG.
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Gavurini
Sinkhole

he cave is located on the north of the road

between Covurma Tepe and Sorkun, and can
be easily determined. Gavuruni is a small doline
which continued about 15 meters and after it is
blocked. Discovered by BUMAK but unreported

and are not mapped.There is no finding in this
cave.



he cave is near to Givercinlik Village which
is near to Pinarbasi. Near Pinarbasi inside
the large limestone melanges there are a lot of
caves. That cave is one of them and has a total
lenght of 195 meters. Gokdeli Cave, which is on
the border of limestone and confining zones, is
Gokdeli  an active doline. There is a siphon by the end of
the cave. Gokdeli Cave was explored and sur-
(Mlzrak) veyed by the name “Mizrak Czﬁle” in 1992 by
Cave FACC. In their report they did not mention any

tfindings in the cave.
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Gokpinar
Cave

he cave is located in Makarac: Village of

Amasra, in a fruit garden. To go inside to
the cave you have to pass down from a hole which
descents 5-6 meters down, which is in front of a
limestone wall. Within the first glance it looks
like a fossil cave and after 10 meter of the cave its
becoming active. Inside the cave there is a small
creek with a continuoues water flow. In the enter-
ance there are a lot of spiders. The cave which is

found in 2009 is surveyed by O'MAG in 2010.
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Golciik
Cave

his cave is located on the east side of the

Aligli Koyt, 500 meters away from the
road, and completely covered with vegetation.
The entrance is not easy to find and it’s accessible
through a steep, curved path. The cave is about
28 meters in diameter and it only consists of a
chamber of which ground is covered with clay
and mud. 2 paths that is located on the west and
east side of the chamber are inaccessible. The
cave was searched by ASPEG in year 2008. It is
home to little variety of bugs, and it is not rich by

means of formation.
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ocated between 2 villages, Dizdarli and

Zelle, it is is one of the most beautiful and
fascinating caves in the region. It’s entrance with
its enormous size bedazzles the visitors. The tun-
nel that goes down about 100 meters from the en-

trance actually enchants this cave’s beauty. This
Gurbettepe was probably the main entrance that once the riv-
Sinkhole ¢ actually sunk. Around the upper entrance of
the tunnel, some fossil caves are present. Light
that shines through statuesque entrance and the
funnel fills into wide entrance chamber, fades
away as one goes deeper. At the end of the cham-
ber one can access a narrow tunnel. Before enter-
ing the tunnel, one can observe on the right side
a 1.5 m thick clay layer.This layer shows us this
cave is not capable of absorbing the water in
heavy rainy days. In times like this the entrance
chamber turns into a little lake and this explains
how the huge logs are able to move towards the
tunnel. After passing the tunnel filled with wa-
ter, you can reach to a path, where it can be de-
scented, with the help of the equipments. By de-
scenting one can reach Cakilli Oda (chamber)
which is accessible from the main entrance cham-
ber via another path. Round shaped, the size of
watermelons rocks are present in Cakilli Oda. As one progress in this
equipment required cave, its easy to observe that is filled with many small
pools. 710 meters in length, this cave ends with a culvert of which depth
is about -243 meters and 7 meters in length. It was surveyed by BUMAK
in 1988 and was published on Delta 4, pg. 15.
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Giirciuoluk
Cave

pened to tourism, Giirciioluk Cave is about

32 km away from Bartin and located on one
of Amasra’s villages Karakacak, in Ovacik dis-
trict. Following the Cakraz-Bozkdy bend, head-
ing to the road goes to south, cave is located on
3-4 kms ahead of Konuklar district of Karakagak.
The cave is on about 10 kms southeast of Amasra,
situated on Gélleryaz: district, which is on a
wide karstic plateau and about 2 kms away from
Makaraci Village, where on near of a ridge that
divides two huge dolines. Girctioluk Cave, after
its triangle shaped entrance, consists of a cham-
ber, which is 2-3 meters tall 3-4 meters wide and
about 4-5 meters long, surrounded by 15-20 simi-
lar chambers. All the chambers are filled with
stalagmites and stalactites. As it is possible access
from one of these chambers to upper chambers,
it is also possible to reach the surface by using
passages of which size are big enough for a per-
son. Total length of 169 meters, compared to its
entrance deepest point being -5 meters Gurctioluk
Cave, is a fossil cave that is formed horizontaly.
Cave only consist of one main gallery, however
stalactites divide the cave into many chambers.
2-2.5 meters wide and 1-7 meters high, inside of

the cavern is coated with incredibly beautiful stalagmites, stalactites and

columns. Also on caves ground, especially on the east entrance drift, a
thick, melted and acculamated soil is present. This soil is mostly fossil-
ized.Even though this cave grows no more, it’s embodiment still goes on.
Not only this cave is home to many beautiful stalactites, but also it’s ease

to access, wonderful nature makes this cave a popular one. Scientific re-

search on this cave has not been done yet and due to this reason, no dis-

coveries have yet been made.



his cave is located near Giivercinlik Village

of Pinarbasi. Cave is about 26 meters long
and used by villagers for it’s source of fresh water.
Villagers even built a door to it’s entrance. Cave
has got 2 entrance, 8 meters away from each oth-

e . er. While upper side is fully fossilized, bottom
Gl I'll K and entrance are active water outlets. Fossilized
Cave in time, this 12 meters drift is connected to water
source. Found and researched by ASPEG in
2009, cave was published on OBRUK no.1 pg. 30.
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Hamam
Cave

1 5 kms away from Gideros Bay, which is

9~/ bound to Bartin, Kurugasile, this cave is
accessable only from the sea. It’s entrance is on a
vertical wall,facing sea. It’s name comes from
enormous freshwater travertine pools, which are
present inside of the cavern. Only 2.5 meters
above the sea, and with no accessibility from
land, this cave’s fresh water makes it quite special.
Formed inside 20 meters cliffed shore, one can
observe an interesting geologic fact. Cave actually
has a front side formed of limestone, while
chambers that are located at back side are formed
of conglomerate. Despite it’s being little, this cave
is amazingly beautiful. It is registered by Bartin
Community of Protection. It was researched by
ASPEG in 2009 and mapped.
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fter travelling to Simenler Village,Pinarbasi,
one reaches to cave by going north, 4 hours
of walk through the forest. It is hard to find this
cave without a guide. One of the most famous
one, Ilgarini is formed as 2 parts, fossil horizon-
tal, and active vertical. 400 meters long horizon-
Ilga rini tal part is divided by a funnel and under this fun-
nel begins the vertical part. The wide arm that is
Cave located at the horizontal part is ornated with sta-
lagmites and stalactites There are 3 equipment
required descending points which are accessible
after going through a curved arm and cemetery
ruins. After -150 meter point one can observe at-
tention-grabbing travertines. Ilgarini was found
by Professor Cemal Arif Alagoz and was pub-
lished in “Tirkiye Karst Olaylar1” pg 12-13.
Then the cave was researched and mapped by
BUMAK in 1982 and published in Delta 1 pg
5-6. In this map the cave is 858 meters long and
-250 meters deep. In that year -250 meters made
this cave Turkey’s 4th deepest cave.In 1990 the
English team Leicester University Speleogical So-
ciety ( LUSS) visited this cave and mapped it
again. In this map however cave’ s length is 1131 meters and it’s depth is
-240 meters. At it’s entrance, one can observe house ruins and water cis-
terns presumably belongs to Rome and Byzantine era. At the first part of
the vertical part, there is a stone path that is formed of 24 spirals. There
are human skeletons and wall ruins, which are believed to belong to the
Byzantine era. According to BUMAK, there is a chamber, which is also
believed to belong to Byzantine era and consists of a church and cemetery
that is accessible through a path. For long years this cave is dug and dam-
aged by treasure hunters. According to an article named Archaebotanical

and Dendroarchaeological Studies in Ilgarini, which was written by U.
Akkemik, B.Aytug and S. Giizel and was published in 2004, it was
found that cemeteries was build around MS 977, after analyzing rings of
the oak trees which were taken from the cemetery. On the other hand
ASPEG, in 2009 found out that the cave is home to huge variety of bio-
logic life, such as endemic species from Pseudoscorpionida and Amphipo-

da group.
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inagz
(Kirlangic)
(Uluyayla)
Cave

his cave is located in Safranbolu, Ovacuma

Bucagi, Uluyayla. As one can understand it
from it’s name, it gathers the water of Uluyayla,
which is pretty huge. It is a horizontal and trav-
erse cave. It’s mouth size about 20-25 meters
high, and 10-15 meters wide. Some little lakes,
which are about 40-50 meters deep, exist in the
cave. River that goes through the cave leaves the
cave after 450 meters, and sinks into Uluyayla do-
line. This cave was researched and mapped by
BUMAK as Uluyayla Cave, however later on was
named inagz1(K1r1ang1g) by MTA and remapped
in 2002. According the reports there are no find-
ings in this cave.
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INAGZI (KIRLANGIC) MAGARASI (BARTIN-Ulus)




ocated at north of Yamanlar Village,

Pinarbagi and pretty close to Ilgarini Cave,
about 600 meters away. It was found by LUSS in
1990 and named Salyangoz Cave. Covered with
vegetation, this cave is an active, little doline that

... Iisa-17 meters shaft. It was found and researched
n9dellgl by ASPEG in 2008, and was published at
Cave OBRUK 1, pg 30. No discoveries were made.
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inderesi
Cave

t is located at 2 kms south of Makarac: Village,

Amasra. this region is completely limestone
covered with shallow earth, water goes down deep
through wide mouths. First 5 meters descent of
Inderesi Doline leads to a pretty huge chamber.
At this 26 meters long chamber’s high ceiling
there are 5 other mouths are present. After the
waterbed passes the chamber thoroughly, it reach-
es a relatively narrow crack and then from this
crack to a 3.5 meters descent. Doline comes to an
end at a culvert, after this second descent, follow-
ing a tiny passage. This cave was researched and
mapped by ASPEG in 2009. A new species of
Amphioda, having named from OBRUK; Gam-

marus obruki sp. found here.
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inkumu
Cave

his cave is located near the military station

of Bartin, in a boulder. Entirely fossil, cave
is pretty wide. It was illuminated by the city hall
before but after seeing it doesn’t attract many
visitors all the installments were removed. It was

researched and mapped by ASPEG in 2009. Be-

sides a few bats, no discoveries were made.
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ocated in Pinarbagi, 1 km east of Ilica, in

Goktepe district which also known as Afet
Evleri, on the ridge that is behind of the last
house. Resembles a hollow rather than a cave, this
hollow is on a curvy, limestone slope. Almost all
being the entrance, Inénii Kovugu is 35 meters

Inb.n U tall and 6-7 meters wide.It was researched by AS-
HO”OW PEG in 2009. No discoveries were made.
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he cave is connected to Pinarbagi near

Guvercinlik village. This small cave was
founded and researched by ASPEG, published in
OBRUKSs Magazine number 1 page 30.
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intlirbesi
Cave

Located in Pinarbasi, Veray, next to mountain’s
slope it is only an hour of walk from the vil-
lage. Having pretty wide and mesmerizing forma-
tions, Intiirbesi is mostly fossil and horizontal.
One can observe many marks left by treasure
hunters in the cave. Huge part of the cave is a one
single big drift of which height is mostly more
than 10 meters and which goes down in curvy
paths. This drift is quite impressive thanks to its
travertines and its giant columns.One can access
after about 8 meters of equipment required de-
scent to a second chamber which seems on the
verge of collapse. Both overcast drifts that are
present at the end of each room become narrow as
one progresses and finally ends, impassable. In

main drift despite the thought which suggests
there might be more to the drift at the right
front, upper grade, no climbing was made. This
cave was researched by ASPEG in 2009 and pub-
lished on OBRUK 2.
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Kadiharman
Sinkhole

his cave is located in Diizkdy plateau which

is bound to Ulus. Although this cave collects
only a tiny amount of water from a basin, it has a
mouth of enormous size. Starts with a mouth
that is 25 meters in diameters and -65 meters
continues through a drift that is long and flat,
this cave finds an end at a culvert which is 484
meters long and -147 meters deep. The was re-
searched and measured by OMAG in year 2010.
Despite its being an active doline, its home to a
rich variety of life. In it’s vadose zone you can ob-
serve stalagmites and stalactites were formed.
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Kapakls
Sinkhole

ocated on 400 meters to northwest from

Pinarbasi,Simenler Village, Topmeydani. It
is 394 meters long and -204 meters deep, one of
the many dolines that aligns on the collision
point of limestone mass and impermeable layer
and on this line, where water goes down, one of
the many dolines which has the highest flow rate.
Kapakl: river infiltrates ground before it reaches
the cave. This water most probably reaches the
cave after Travertine Branch, which can be ob-
served after the first 24 meters of descent. Cave
continues with a descent that follows each other
on wide and high passages and comes to an end at
a culvert. This cave was researched by BUMAK
in 1985-86 and published on Delta 3, pg.31. Dur-
ing BUMAK's first research in 1985 a Triturus
vittatus and Hyla arborea were found in a lake
which is located -100 meters deep in the cave.
Also during the researches done by ASPEG in
2009, many tiny species were identified in the
cave and the results were published at OBRUK 1,

pg.29.
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Karakacak
Cave

his cave is located on Amasra-Cakraz route.

To reach here, one turns right to Karakacak
Village, 14 kms before arriving to Cakraz. After
an hour on the road, it is possible to reach the
cave following the right side of path, going 200
meters. However in order to find the cave, a
guide is needed. One enters the cave through a
steep 20 meters of corridor. This corridor leads
to a chamber in which some stalagmites are pre-
sent. One can observe marks and holes left by
treasure hunters in this chamber. At the opposite
of the chamber one can progress to rest of the
cave through a narrow and low hole. Ascending
with a slight inclination, cave goes on with nar-
row passages and reaches the second mouth. It a
fossil cave with the length of 191 meters. This
cave was researched and mapped by BUMAK
and ZOMMAK in year 1993. No discoveries in
the report.
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Karakis
Cave

According to the report, this cave is located
around Pinarbasi, however due to the lack of
info in the report, it’s exact location is currently
unknown. It was found by FACC in 1992. Ac-
cording to report, this cave was found after a long
and tiresome walk in a dense forest. It starts with
a 26 meters of descent. After this descent one
reaches a chamber which is 99 meters long and 39
meters wide. Stated as a very cold cave, it is also
very rich by means of formation.
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his sinkhole is located at 2 km south of Sa-

franbolu, Ovacuma Bucagi, Uluyayla. Karlik
River, which gathers the water of Karlik Plateu,
which is located at south of Uluyayla Plateu, sinks
into a sinkhole that is impossible to enter. How-

ever during flood times, this river flows to west,
Karhk entering Karlik Sinkhole.It is easy to assume this

Sinkhole sinkhole is going to be fossil.It is located at near a
depression that has pretty steep corners and 50
meters deep. Layer of snow and ice mass situa-
tioned near the depression’s bottom and entrance
do not melt even in May. This cave was surveyed
and mapped by BUMAK in 1989. BUMAK spec-
ulates its depth around -170 meters. Its mapped
part is -115 meters. It is an active sinkhole.
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t is located around

Pinarbasi, Ilica,
Bogazkaya District. This
cave is an old sinkhole

and became fossilized
throughout time. Kaval

Kaval Cinguri, at the different

f
1NS1r1  2rms, has 54 meters o
c g depth and 150 meters of

S'I n kho le length. It was researched
by ASPEG in 2009. A
mouse species, which lives
in the cave and wasn’t ful-

ly identified, was found.
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Kayaarkasi
Sinkhole

&
Cave

ave and sinkhole, west side of Yaylakdy,

which located on the east side of Armutlu
plateau in Kire Mountains National Park, in a
dense forest cover, is the point where a small
creek sink. In this region, we not recommend you
to do any trip unless you are with a guide who
knows the area. The aforementioned small
stream, about 30 meters in diameter and 10 m in
depth, formed as bowl-shaped and it sinks into
the clogged bottom of sinkhole. In seasons of
rainfall, it is certain that the pit sinkhole all be-
came a lake. Because there are large logs which
prevents other ways to come the fossil cave, which
is located in the opposite slope of sinkhole. This
cave, which are all fossil and is formed by erosion,
having two separate connections to surface. Was
found in 2008 by ASPEG, mapped by measuring
the following year.

KAYAARKASI DUDENI ve MAGARASI
ArTUL Yayles), Yayiakdy, Clde. Kastamonu e g WSS
Uzunluke 1 Dernlk: 13 m e ; L
Clgom: Murat Edrikavidc S =

Ernine fzak

Ali Farnag
Glzim: All Yamag
BORAZC  Temmuz 2009




Kayadibi
Sinkhole

ocated near Valla Canyon in Pinarbagi / Su-

menler village. This cave is an active button
and located in dense forest cover. After a vertical
landing about 120 m it continues with a slope and
ends at -196 meters. It was surveyed by MAD in
2007 and was published in the association’s news-
letter No 14 in the pages 119-123.
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he cave is located in the southeast of the vil-

lage which is directly connected to the Ulus.
Kemikli Cave has a length of 41 m and 13 m
depth. During rainy periods it becomes complete-
ly active resurge cave. Water in the final section

.. .. of the cave, disappears by infiltrate from the mud
Kemikli clogged siphon. It was surveyed in 2003 by MTA
Cave and was published in their report. In the report

there are nothing about any findings on the cave.

KEMIKLI MAGARASI (Ulus—BARTIN)
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Kilich
Cave

amdibi village of Cide county is near Evliya-

harman Kayalig1. The area consists of Upper
Jurassic - Lower Cretaceous limestones. Kili¢li
Cave is formed in those limestones and has an av-
erage ceiling height of 8 meters and entrance with
two-stage traverten hall. The Kili¢li Cave is a
semi-active cave. 300 meters in length and de-
pending on rainfall, all of which developed hori-
zontally with the flow of groundwater. It was ex-
plored in 2008 by MTA and was published with
the name “Kiligli Cave Research Report” by K.
Tork. In this cave, which is adorned with pretty
good formations, no fauna was founded.

KILICLI MAGARASI (CIDE-KASTAMONU) :

T
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Kinakayasi
Cave

his 8m long small and fossil cave is located in
Ilica of Pinarbasi. This cave, without any of
formation, was found in 2009 and has been sur-

veyed by ASPEG.

KINAKAYASI MAGARASI  U: 8m
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Kocareis
Cave

his Cave located in Makaraci Village of

Amasra. The cave is reached after climbing a
steep slope. Kocareis is entered from the water
output. Also this cave have quite large galleries
and hosting a large spectrum of fauna. There is a
strong water output, when it rains a lot. The vil-
lage get some of their water from this cave. Espe-
cially in the deeper parts of the cave, a lot of for-
mation is available. It is said that the last part si-
phon stream comes from the sinkhole behind the
hill where the cave is located. This cave founded
in 2009 was researched by OMAG in 2010. In
the cave, there are Gastropods, Isopods, Arachni-
da, Amphipoda and bats. In some parts there are
thick guano deposits. Many species of the cave
were sampled. In visible places were found 2
adults and 1 puppy bats. But by looking on the
traces of guano in place we can say that a small
colony of bats may live inside.







KOCARELS (KOCAREZ) MAGARASI

Abbas Mahallesi, Makaraa Koyu, Amasra, Baron

Clgum: Emine Azak, Murat Egrikavuk (ASPEG) - Elim 2009
Emine Azak, Murat Egrikavuk, Mengkge Ermig, All Yamag (o'mag) - Temmuz 2010

ciam: Emine Azak, Murat Egrikavuk

Uzunbuk: 321 m.
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Kokurdan |
Sinkhole

Kokurdan Il
Sinkhole

he cave located to Korkudan plateau which is

in the South of Kerte village and connected
to Ilica. All those sinkholes in which water sinks
called “Kokurdan” by the people of the region.
This small sinkhole with 11 meters depth located
in covered limestone formation. The cave was re-
searched by ASPEG in 2009 and was published
by OBRUK no 1, on page 30.

he Cave located far about 300m from previ-

ous Kokurdan which is in the south of Kerte
Village of Ilica/Pinarbasi. This second sinkhole
has a depth of 16 meters depth. Compared to the
first one, most important difference is that there
is quite a large amount of ice in this sinkhole
even in summer times. The cave was researched
by ASPEG in 2009 and was published in
OBRUK no 1, page 30.
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Kurtyolu
Sinkhole

KURTYOLU DUDENI

Armutlu Yaylas, Yaylakoy, Cide, Kastamonu
Ceyhun Uludad, Frder Usiloglu

Clgiim:
llaziran 2009

clzim: Ceyhun Uludag

Uamnluk: 3¢ m.

Derinlik: =10 m.

BCRA 3C

oline is located 100 m in the northeast of

Kurtyol 1 Sinkhole. The entrance to the
cave is a narrow crack. In a few meters pack
ahead of this horizontal input, about 8 meters at
the end of a landing even if it reached to the
small hall from another branch which still have a
lot of presents of the water, it is not possible to
move from this very narrow tributaries. In the
main gallery narrow distance between water level
and the ceiling after a while it reset itself and
transform into the siphon. The cave was found in

2008 by ASPEG.

Silun
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ave located in the west of Yaylakdy, in Ar-

mutlu plateau which located in the east of
Kiire Mountains National Park and at the point
where a small stream is sinking. In this area, we
strongly advice that, no trips must be planned

without a guide. This cave with a lenght of 586 m
Ku rtyOlu | collects the water of a very large area. After long,
Sinkhole narrow and tiresome gallery the water sinks to a

siphone which is not dived yet. Cave was explored

by ASPEG in 2008.




ocated 100 m north of the Kurtyolu 1 Sink-
hole, at the point where the other small
streams sank to the ground. The cave in the same
area gathers the waters of the different basins
with a single passage which becomes unpassable
at 199 meters. Was found in 2008 by ASPEG and
Ku rtyO lull mapped by measuring the following year. A small
Cave number of isopods and spiders were observed at

the mouth of the cave.

KURTYOLU 2 MAGARASI
Armurlu Yaylasi, Yaylakdy, Cide, Kastamonu
Olgtim:  Tugee Ank, Egemen Erkanl,
Ender Usuloglu
Haziran 2009
Cimim: Egemen Erkanh
Uzunlul: 199 m,

BCRA 3C




he cave is located on the back of Kayadibi
Village of Ulus. The cave is about a half-
hour by walk distance to this village. This cave
formed in the Cratecous limestone, with a large
entrance and 38 meters in length, is all fossil and
horizontal, apart from mud puddles which creat-
KU§akh ed by the leaking water during the rainy season.
Cave It was surveyed in 2003 by MTA and published

in rapor named “The Caves of Bartin District”.

KUS AKLI MAGARASI (Ulus-BARTIN)

1zpislRiinls  povuna KESD



To find this cave, located on the cliffs known
as the Kugskayas1 which is about 2 km in east
of Yukaridere Villages neighborhood Go6ksun that
connected to Bartin-Ulus, you need a very good
description or, preferably, need guidance from the
village. With about 40 cm diameter hole and a
KU§kayaS'| [ sloping began descent this cave, by it formation
Cave and the structural characteristic, perhaps one of
the most interesting cave in this region. Basically,
even tought this cave has formed in the fault frac-
ture as a vertical doline, it has different structures
in three different elevations. Most likely, in one
of period when this Kuskayasi 1 Cave was active
sinkhole, it fossilized being abandoned as a result
of tectonic movements. After the narrow en-
trance, with a 10 meters descent you reach a large
hall. Two different landing located on the west-
ern end of this hall are reaching the same point.
At this level where there are two small lakes and
that we can call the second gallery, with a third
descent you’ll reach to a third gallery. Kuskayas1 1
Cave has a total length of 155 meters and 43 me-
ters depth. The cave was explored and mapped in
2009 by ASPEG. Although there are not traces
of a fauna; stalactites, stalagmites, and in terms of
cave formations of Kuskayasi 1 Cave is very impressive. It is impossible to
see a wall without formation or floor without stalagmite. We've been ex-
tremely careful to not damage any formation and we request the same care

from visitors after us.
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his cave located in the cliffs known as the

Kugkayas: which is about 2 km in the east of
the Yukaridere Village of Bartin-Ulus. This cave
have a big mouth that can be easily seen from the
road. This cave located in the same limestone

wall as Kugkayas1 1 Cave, about 200 meters in the
KU§kayaSl Il west of the previous one. With a quite big mouth
Cave and following a large passage, the cave ends with
two branches. The total length of the cave is 76
m, west branch descents down to -7 meters deep.
The cave was explored and mapped in 2009 by
ASPEG. A small population of bats were living

in the cave.

KUSKAYASI 2 MAGARASI
Goksu Mahallesi, Yukaridere Ky, Ulus, Bartin

Glgim: Muray Ada
Ludmilla Bayom
Ali Yamag

Gizim: Ali Yamag
BCRA3IC Mayis 2009
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by BUMAK in 1987 and published in Delta 3
page 31. Did not reveal any findings.

ocated between Sorkun and Kapakl: which is
located Stimenler Village of Pinarbasi. The
cave is a small active sinkhole, continuing with
different branches to a total of 32 meters length
and depth of -10 meters. This cave was surveyed
K. L L] k
Cikrikkap1
Sinkhole

KUCUK CIKRIKKAPI KUYLUCU

Kazla, Sumenler kayl, J0m
Pinarbasi, KASTAMONU
Rakim=730m
Derinlik= =10m
Uzunluk= 32m

ACIK KEZIT
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Mantar
Cave

he cave located in a half-hour walking dis-

tance on path from Topmeydani to the Ejder
and Ilgarini caves, at Simenler Village of
Pinarbasi. This fossil cave advanced in a lime-
stone with the top of dense vegetation and with
two chambers on each sides of a collapsed doline.
Although there are no formations in the north
chamber, the south hall is full of stalagmites and
stalactites. With very impressive formations,
height reaches 16-17 meters in this chamber. The
total length of the cave is 133 meters. It was sur-
veyed by ASPEG in 2007 and was published in
OBRUK 1 on page 28. In 2009, during the bio-
logical studies carried out by ASPEG a rich di-
versity of life in this cave has been found. The
cave has a rich biodiversity and the endemic spe-
cies of the group Chilpoda and Diplopoda.

MANTAR MAGARASI
Kazla, Pinarbas), Kastamonu

Glehm: A. Aytan
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Medil |
Cave

he cave is located in the south of Ahat Vil-

lage. Medil 1 is reached about a half hour
walk from the village. In this cave, which is basi-
cally gently sloping, there is a destroyed church
and two cisterns. Cave is severely destroyed by
treasure hunters. With a forest of columns and
stalactites that are located in the lower hall at the
end of the cave, this 205 meters long cave is quite

interesting. This cave that was found in 1982 by
BUMAK but did not surveyed, explored by AS-
PEG in 2009. It is obvious from a church located
in and plenty of the sherds as well as the ruins of
cisterns; just like Ilgarini, Medil 1 Cave had been
widely inhabited in the past.




MEDIL 1 MAGARASI
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Medil Il
Cave

MEDIL 2 MAGARASI
Crencik Koyl, Azdavay, Kastamanu
Glglim: Nuray Ada

Birim Dodan

Ozgir Gzed

Murat Sahin

Ali Yamag
Gizim: Nuray Ada (Kasim 2009)
Lizuniuk: 211 m Dernlik: <17 m
BCRA3C

he cave is about in 1.5-2 hours of walking

distance from the Ogrencik Village to Catak
Canyon. The cave, which is in Kurtgirmez Forest
with a dense vegetation, can not be found without
a guide. The entrance of cave starts with collapse
and continues with one very narrow and other is
awide, two branches that are continuing from the
large entrance chamber. This two branches con-
nected to each other by intersecting the bottom
and upper gallery. Medil 2 Cave; which formed
in a fault fracture, with a total of 211 meters in
length, has very bumpy passages. There are very
beautiful but small formations in this narrow gal-
leries. This cave, found but not surveyed by BU-
MAK in 1982 surveyed by ASPEG in 2009. Ex-
cept plenty spiders of the same species nothing
was found.







Miuirsili
Cave

his cave is located on the upper western wall

of Horma Canyon in Geris quarter of
Pinarbasi. This cave formed on the western wall
of Horma Canyon’s limestone block ranked
alongside with many large and small caves. It was
surveyed by ASPEG in 2008 and was published
in OBRUK no 1, page 28. In the eastern chamber
there were few bats hybernating.

MURSILI MAGARASI
Heorma Kanyonu bat duvan, Gerig Mah.
Pinarbasg - Kastamonu

Cizim: Ali Yamag
Agustos 2009 BCRA 1A




Mogan
Sinkhole

he cave located on a hillside on the left of

the road from Yukaridere Village to Kerpigli
district of Ulus. The cave is a vertical developed
active sinkhole and has a long steep descent that
followed by a sloping descent. This cave, 136 me-
ters in length and -82 m depth, explored by
Nalgak MAD and was published in their bulletin no 13,

page 19.

NALCAK MOGARI MAGARASI

Bartin, Ulus, Kozanh, Yukaridere

MAGARA ARASTIRMA DERNEGI
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his cave is in Okgular Village of Cide and

inside a significant rock bulge overlooking
the sea over Cide Coastline. It was documented
during the survey carried out in 2010 by B. Dur-
ing and C. Glatz. Chalcolithic and Early Bronze
Age potteries as well as post-Classic Period pot-
Okgu lar  teries are encountered in the cave. These findings

Cave @ gathered from an accumulation near illicit ex-

cavations. This is the most important finding lo-
cation for proto- and pre-historic Cide unearthed
to date.
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Perili
Cave

he cave is on the road side towards Makarac:

Village of Bartin / Amasra. Cave begins
with a small entrance in the middle of two si-
phons, where the water flows for 30 meters. Wa-
ter comes from a very tight siphon and sinks to
another siphon with a lake. More interestingly,

entrance of the cave is another stream, so Perili
Cave is the joint point of two different streams.
The survey of the cave is realized by OMAG dur-
ing 2010 and several different species had been
found.

PERILI MAGARA

Makaraci Kbyl, Amasra, BARTIN

Clzim: Menek se Ermig

Qlgzim: Menk.ge Ermig, All Yameg (Heziran 2010)
Unniuk: X m
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Sirt
Sinkhole

his vertical occurring active button located

in the road from Karanfil Village to Buzluk
Cave in Pinarbagi county in Kastamonu. Was
found and researched by ASPEG in 2008. Was
published in Obruk’s number 1 magazine on page
30. None of alive creature was founded in the

cave.

Sirt Kokurdam

07.08.2008

Karanfil Kiy-Pmarbagi-Kastamonu
3-C -18m

Olciim: Ender Usuloglu-Ali Aytan
Cizim: Ali Aytan
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Sinekli
Cave

his vertical occurring active button located

in the road from Karanfil Village to Buzluk
Cave in Pinarbasi county in Kastamonu. Was
found and researched by ASPEG in 2008. Was
published in Obruk’s number 1 magazine on page
30. None of alive creature was founded in the
cave. This small cave located in 1 km to the east
from Armutlu plateau which is located in Kiire
Mountains National Park, in the west of Yay-
lakdy, in a dense forest cover at the point where a
small stream of bytes. In this area, we are not rec-
ommend to have any trip without a guide that
knowing the place of the cave. This cave with
rather narrow and a sloping entrance, separeting
into two arms about 9 meters below and ending
by occluding. The Cave was found and explored
by ASPEG in 2009 and was published at
OBRUKSs 1 number on page 30. There are a lot of
tlies in this cave that can even make it difficult to
breathe in there. | <1
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SINEKLE MAGARA
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Clgam: Emine Azak,
Murat Egnkavuk
Ali Yamag
Haziran 2009

ciam: Murat Erikavuk

Uzunluk: 1im.

Derinlik: -3 m,

BCRA 24

\‘“m
%

G'RS,_“_“‘_"_Lg,E))----

PLAN =



85

Sipahiler
Cave

he cave is 100 meters away from trout farm

that located 2 km from the Kayadibi village
in Bartin. This cave that located under a heavy
plant and covered limestone, has might not ex-
pect glory in it small entrance. In three separate
elevation differance that located in hall was
formed stalagmites in incredible size.The two sta-
lagmites that located on the bottom at the en-
trance of the hall is about five meters in diameter
and overturned the stalagmite that located on the
lower level is close to 10 meters in length. In this
lower level passage that in the very steep slopes
and the lower hall all covered with mud. In the
lower hall of this ,in the 338 meters in length
cave have approximately 20 meters of ceiling
height. In this part, not only stalagmites, there
are also quite rich formations on the walls. The
cave was explored and mapped in 2009 by AS-
PEG. With extremely impressive formation and
very close location to the settlement, this cave ur-
gently needs to be taken under protection. This
cave have rich biodiversity and endemic species

of Orthoptera group.




SIPAHILER MAGARASI

Kayadibi - Bartin
Olglim: Fatih Sen
Ludmilla Bayim
Simge Duga
Gokhan Ozyaman
All Yamag
Cizim: Ali Yamag
Uzunluk: 338 m  Derinlik: -32 m
Ekim 2008 BCRA3C




Sorkun
Sinkhole

orkun Sinkhole, which is located in village of

Stimenler and plateau of Sorkun and gather all
the water of a big water basin, is the highest flow
rated doline of the area and it is formed along the
each other cutting cracks in the south border of
the limestone line, which is located in this water
basin. It is calculated on 23rd April 1988 that
12001t of water enter to this mostly winter-sum-
mer active cave. This amount was higher than the
total amount of dolines in this area. It is possible
that the water source, which is located in the west
wall of the Valla Canyon and also called Sorkun
Spring, is among the water, which enter this cave.
Even though the total measured depth of the
cave, which ends with a siphon originated behind
a lake, is 200 meters. There is a possibility that it
goes even deeper. Sorkun doline is dredged by
BUMAK in 1983 and published in Delta pg.6.
There was no findings mentioned in the report.
On the other hand, regardless of the fact that it is
an active cave, rich species diversity was discov-
ered in this cave during the biological studyings

carried out by ASPEG.




Baca, Giris 2, +/-2m
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Acik Kesit (2b)

Olgiim: N. Aral, H. Oral
G. Tarba, O. Ulkiimen
[Agustos 83]

Olgiim: E. Usuloglu, A Aytan

M. Egrikavuk
[Ekim 2007]



Subasi
Cave

he cave is near to Cide. It is comperatively

small, active cave with few branches. After
the main entrance with water flowing out, a
small, muddy gallery continues with an average of
80 - 100 cm witdh. The cave is explored by BU-
MAK in 1988 but not surveyed.
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Subatik
(Uluyayla)
Sinkhole

oline is located in Uluyayla, which is sub-

district of Safranbolu/Ovacuma. It is possi-
ble to reach to the cave following the stream al-
most an hour on foot. The continuously flowing
Uluyayla Stream enters to the Subatik Sinkhole,
which is located at the bottom of a blind valley
after traversing the Uluyayla Cave. There are fos-
sil galleries at the upper parts of the cave. While
it is hard to reach to the active gallery of the cave
from the stream bed, it is easier to climb over the
cliff at the left side of the bed and to enter the
main gallery. Very thick logs are stucked at both
siphons that are seen on the map, hence it is real-
ly dangerous to dive. The cave is explored and
surveyed by BUMAK in 1988 and afterwards it is
surveyed once again under the name of Subatik
by MTA in 2002. It impossible to believe but,

those maps belong to the same cave.




{Ulus - BARTIN}

SUBATIK MAGARASI
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he cave is sited in the dense forest slope of
the north ridge of the village of Sarni¢ of
Pinarbagi. It views Azdavay road. It is impossible
to find the cave entrance without a guide. Suini is
consist of following a small entrance with a single
. . gallery which has almost 20m diameter. There
SUinNi  are limited number of stalagmites and stalactites
Cave in this high ceiling gallery. On the other hand,
travertine, which covers the north wall from the
one end to the other, in this cave, whose ceiling
drains water, has a spectacular beauty. It was sur-

veyed by ASPEG in 2010.

Suini Magarasi
Sarng Kayil, Acdavay, Kastaman
Glgiir: Murasy Adta

Ludirilla Biryim

Ali Yarnag
Giziir. Muray Aca {Ocak 2010)
Uzunluk: 22 m Derinkk: -5 m
BCRAIC




C ave is sited at the south ridge of the walking-
track, which reaches to the top of the Horma
Canyon falls. Fossil cave divides into 2 sections
after a wide entrance stands 60m long. There are
new mouths of the cave due to collapse at the
mouth of the cave, which is fully consist of fossils
Selale and has no water. It was found and explored by
Cave ASPEG in 2009 and then it was published in
OBRUK no.1 on page 30. It didn’t show sign of
life besides few spiders belong to the same species

at the northeast arm.
SELALE MAGARASI @
Ihca - Pinerbagi - Kastameny ﬁ




he cave is located in a thick forest cover in

village of Gideros Bay up from 20m from
main road of Kurucasile/Bartin. It was under-
stood that 2 caves were connected which are lo-
cated on this ridge. It was sighted intense ravages

of treasure hunters in this cave, which was

SinaSi Cave secarched and surveyed by ASPEG in 2009.

SINASI'NIN MAGARA
Gideros, Kurucagile, Bartin

Olcim:  Tuce Arik, Emine Azak, Murat Egrikavuk
Haziran 2009

Cizim: Emine Azak
Uzunluk: 78 m.
Derinlik: -2.5 m. b

BCRA 3C




t is located 2 km north of the village of Si-

menler, Pinarbagi, at Topmeydani area. The
cave is an old doline at it fossilised. The stream
which was obvious that it was sinking here is now
going to underground from a soil doline. Even
though it connects to the Topmeydani Sinkhole
TOpmeydanl at some point, there are no active water flow ob-

Sinkhole served. On the other hand, drained water make

ponds in patches in rainy seasons. The large part
of the cave is consisted of fossil galleries. One of
these galleries makes a turning rise through the
mouth of the cave and covered with beautiful for-
mations. With 77 m deep and 1470 m length,
Topmeydan Sinkhole is the longest cave of Kiire
Mountains National Park yet found. The cave is
searched by BUMAK between 1984-87 and pub-
lished in Delta no.3. pg. 35-37. Rich diversity was
discovered in biological studying carried out by

ASPEG in 20009.

TOPMEYDANI KUYLUCU @ r' )
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Ucakdibi
Cave

¢akdibi Cave is located at Cide and explored

during the archaeological survey carried out
in 2010 by B. During and C. Glatz. There are
crosses incised or hewn into the rock. Ucakdibi
Cave is an elaborate, a large complex with artifi-
cially created ledges.

CAP 2009

ES40 - Ucakdibi magaras!
15/08/2009 - VK
o v
[ rock-cut ledge s

10 stespsiope

I rockout crosses
[re | robberspa
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t is located in the village of Stimenler,

Pinarbagi, near Hacetkayasi. It cannot be easily
distinguished because of the big rocks at the en-
trance and the entrance of the cave is pretty nar-
row even though the very high ceiling. It is most-
ly horizontal with a really less inclination and it

Urkiiluk gets narrowed and cannot be get through after 70
: f the big rocks on the ground. The
inkhole ™ because o gr g
S cave was search by BUMAK in 1987 and pub-
lished in Delta no. 3, pg. 39.

URKULUK KUYLUCU

Sumenler, Pinarbag),
KASTAMONU
Rakm = 860m
kx 1
Beribke ~1m ciniy
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t is located in the village of Gideros, Amasya,
50m north of the Agagi Balioni Cave, within
the same limestone formation. It has a magnifi-
cent entrance, starts with a high ceiling and wide
gallery and then turns into 2 sections and ends
insuperable. It was surveyed and reported in de-
Yukar1 tail by MTA in 2002.
Balionii
Cave

YUKARI BALIONU MAGARASI ) Fim

|
Gideros - Kurucagile - Bartin | | Ly
Olgtim: Kemal Atakent |/ "
Tugge Ank (
Emine Azak
Murat Edrikavuk
Cizim: Kemal Atakent
Haziran 2009 BCRA3B
Uzunluk: 120 m  Derinlik: +7 m

»




Yukari
Dongelyani
Sinkhole

YUKARI DONGELYANI
KUYLUCU

4010 Man , Sumenie* ktyu
Prarbas: KASTAMOML

2=¥m 2= -20m

COUMECh M Mb wres,

T. Newberry
Terrmuz &
BUMAx
c 1 2 5

b A

t can be visited when followed the path of

Topmeydani to the east which is at the north
of the village of Simenler in Pinarbagi. It is lo-
cated in 200m east of Dongelyani Kuylucu. It lost
the sinkhole feature because of the other small
dolines in the basin. It gets stucked after a 20m
gradual downhill. It was searched by BUMAK
and published in Delta 3, pg 38-39. Lots of am-
phipods were discovered after several searches
carried out by ASPEG in 2009 and the sampling
results were stated in OBRUK 1, pg.29.




he cave is connected to Pinarbagi in the east

of Geris Neighbourhood and located in rock
wall near Horma Canyon. It is small and most of
it is fossil. It is the largest cave between the lots
of small holes in the western wall of Horma Can-
yon. It has a 7 meter length. It was search by AS-
PEG in 2008 and published in OBRUK 1, pg. 28.

Yumrucal
Cave

YUMRUGAL MAGARASI

Horma Kanyonu bati duvari, Geris Mah.
Pinarbagi - Kastamonu

Cizim: Ali Yamag
Adustos 2009 BCRA 1A
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